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I
t’s a season of lamenta-
tions in Nigeria. Every-
where you turn, hunger 
stares you in the face. 
At home, on the streets, 

in the church, in the market, 
in the school, everywhere, it’s 
there in the faces of people. It 
reminds you of the pauper in 
Richard Ntiru’s popular poem 
of the same title. Nigerians, 
once rated the happiest people 
on earth, are no longer that 
happy. In fact, they may have 
come full circle to become the 
saddest people on earth in the 
last 15 months as they have 
watched the high hopes and 
expectations they reposed on 
President Muhammadu Bu-
hari, a man to whom they lit-
erally attributed magical, nay, 
messiahnic powers, crumble 
like a house built on sand.

Ejike Mbaka, Enugu-based 
vocal and charismatic Catho-
lic priest and spiritual director 
of Adoration Ministry, Enugu 
State, who has been one of Bu-
hari’s most vocal supporters, 
recently lamented the high 
spate of suffering and hunger 
in the land, warning the presi-
dent that Nigerians would not 
vote for him in 2019 if things 
continued the way they are.

“There is hunger every-
where. My job is to tell lead-
ers the truth. The landlords 
are crying, the tenants are 
lamenting, sellers are crying, 
buyers are lamenting – there 
is hunger on the streets. I 
can’t keep quiet when things 
are going wrong,” Mbaka said 
in a recorded message made 
available online.

“To feed is now a problem, 
and a hungry man is an an-
gry man. Hunger and anger 
will lead to danger… Hunger 
is everywhere, many neigh-
bours don’t eat again, many 
are being attacked by hunger, 
hunger is becoming a normal 
thing, and there are people 
responsible for this. Mortuary 
and ambulance business is 
now thriving because many 
cannot afford drugs,” he said.

 Decline in government 
revenues occasioned by fall-
ing global oil prices and now 
aggravated by militant activi-
ties in the oil-bearing Niger 
Delta region of the country, 
foreign exchange scarcity, 
plunging naira and rising in-
flation have over the past 

ing (Knorr, Maggi, Royco, etc), 
maize, flour, among others, 
have also risen astronomi-
cally in the last six months.

On the back of rising price 
of flour, the price of bread, a 
major staple for many Nige-
rian families, has also gone up 
across the country. Big loaves 
of bread that used to sell for 
N200 now sell for N300, while 
those that previously sold for 
N250 now sell for N350, with 
prospects of further increase.

Beyond food items, prices 
of other items, including toi-
letries and building materials, 
such as cement, have also 
been on the upward swing.

At Oshodi Market in La-
gos and Mile 3 Market in 
Port Harcourt, the story was 
not any different as prices 
reflected the Mile 12 Market 
experience.

However, in Lagos, the 
price of a basket of fresh toma-
toes declined from N22,000 
to between N4,500 to N6,500 
depending on the quality.

Biliya Lawal Adam, sec-
retary of perishable goods 
section, Mile 12 Market, Lagos, 
tells BDSUNDAY that the drop 
in prices of tomatoes is as a 
result of the product coming 
from the South-West while 
many farmlands in the North 
have also started harvesting 
the crop again.

“Before now consumers 
were left with only one option 
to buy or not, but when the 
local varieties from the South-
West hit the market, consum-
ers rushed for it and the prices 
of all varieties crashed,” she 
says.

 Lamentation everywhere

 Across Nigeria, there is 
lamentation everywhere. 
Many state governments 
have been unable to pay staff 
salaries for several months 
now, pensioners are not being 
paid either, and many more 
people are being thrown into 
the already saturated unem-
ployment market. The private 
sector is not spared either as 
many have either closed shop 
or shed staff. In the face of all 
this, school fees are going up 
while many landlords have 
increased house rents.

“It’s really bad that eating 
common two meals a day is 
now a huge problem. Taking 
a list to the market these days 
is almost useless. The price 
of everything seems to be 
increasing by the minute and 
the money is not even there, 
that’s the challenge. Nowa-
days, we eat what we can 
afford and not what we want 
to eat,” says Prisca Anthony, a 
housewife in Lagos.

Bisi Adejare, a mother 
of three who lives in Festac 
Town, Lagos, laments that it 
is becoming increasingly dif-
ficult to cope.

“The price of everything 
keeps going up every day, 
plus my monthly feeding/
housekeeping allowance has 
also gone down since my 
husband’s office cut his salary 
last year. I used to buy things 
like rice and beans in bags, or 
at least half bags, but now I 
can only measure in ‘painter’ 
buckets (about 2kg). Even 
that is becoming increasingly 
unaffordable. We may soon 
resort to measuring in De Rica 
cups,” Adejare says.

Deji Bamidele, a banker 
who lives in Satellite Town, 
Lagos, says his family income 
has remained static, and he 
thanks God that at least he 
and his wife were fortunate to 
escape the hammer of salary 
cut or job loss.

“But it’s not been easy at 
all as our expenditure keeps 
rising as a result of price in-
crease without a correspond-
ing increase in our income,” 
says Bamidele.

“As a survival strategy, 
we have done the only wise 
thing: reduce our consump-
tion and suspend all capital-
intensive projects for now. For 
instance, we acquired a plot 
of land at Ajah in 2014 where 
we intend to build our home. 
Early last year we laid the 
foundation, but with the way 

things are we have stopped 
work on it until things im-
prove. For now, all our money 
goes into food items, and our 
children’s school fees. No one 
is even talking about savings 
for now,” he adds.

Belinda Amuwa, a resident 
of Festac Town, Lagos, says 
life has not been easy for her 
family but they are adjusting 
by the day.

“We go for needs and not 
wants; more of food items 
and toiletries but in smaller 
quantities,” says Amuwa.

“I replaced my baby’s food 
with a much cheaper one 
but also nutritious and I go 
for anything cheap but with 
quality in mind too. I pulled 
out my baby from the crèche 
and had to drop him off with 
my mother-in-law every day 
before heading to work and 
pick him up on my return. 
This saves me money for 
basic needs in the home. We 
are practically managing but I 
believe it will get better soon,” 
she adds.

Cyril Ndulue, who resides 
with his family at Ajao Estate, 
Lagos, says his family income 
has been put under severe 
pressure with every family 
member feeling the impact, 
adding that they are also 
adjusting.

“My children were the 
first hit; they had to change 
schools because business has 
been terrible since last year 
with this dollar problem. If I 
don’t own the house we live 
in, I would have relocated to 
the village with my family 
the way things are,” Ndulue 
tells BDSUNDAY.

“We had to reduce the fre-
quency with which we ate at 
home from thrice to twice in 
a day. We just buy little food 
and learnt how to make do 
with what we can afford for 
now,” he adds. 

Another  resp ondent , 
Ebunlorun Khalimat, says the 
bad shape of the economy has 
compelled them to buy only 
foodstuffs that are necessary, 
such as rice, beans, bread, pep-
per and other soup and stew 
condiments that are cheaper.

“The rest we avoid buy-
ing them for now. We had to 
move into a cheaper apart-
ment in January and in a re-
mote location but that’s all we 
can afford for now,” she says.

Jane Abutu, an Abuja resi-

one year combined to bring 
the Nigerian economy to its 
knees, putting many Nigerian 
families in dire straits.

The number of job losses 
over the last one year is yet 
to be quantified. Clearly, how-
ever, many businesses have 
closed shop, many others 
have laid off staff and slashed 
salaries of those who survived 
the hurricane, while some 
others have replaced high-
earning staff with low-earn-
ing ones within the period.

Inflation numbers have 
continued to rise, hitting 16.5 
percent in June 2016, up from 
9 percent in May 2015, while 
the naira is still on a freefall. 
The naira exchanged at 316.25 
to the $USD as at Friday at the 
interbank, while it exchanged 
at 397 in the parallel market.

Correspondingly, prices 
of goods and services have 
continued to skyrocket, put-
ting severe strain on the ever-
shrinking household incomes.

Indeed, a recent poll con-
ducted by NOIPolls in col-
laboration with BusinessDay 
shows that the increase in 
prices of goods and services 
tops the list of recent socio-
economic challenges being 
witnessed by Nigerians (43 
percent of respondents), fol-
lowed by increase in petrol 
pump price (18 percent), in-
crease in the cost of transpor-
tation (10 percent), devalu-
ation and exchange crisis (8 
percent), and poor electricity 
supply (7 percent).

Furthermore, 37 percent 
of respondents said they have 
cut down expenses on house-
hold and luxury items, 16 

percent are enduring the 
situation by seeking the face 
of God in prayers, 10 percent 
have adjusted family feed-
ing patterns, 6 percent have 
created alternative sources 
of income, and another 6 
percent now purchase only 
locally manufactured goods.

Rising consumer goods 
prices

Despite the contraction in 
consumer disposable income, 
BDSUNDAY market survey 
shows that the prices of most 
agricultural and other con-
sumer goods have continued 
to rise in the past six months.

As at Thursday, a 50kg 
bag of imported rice was sold 
for between N22,000 and 
N24,000, as against N13,000 
in February. A 50kg bag of 
beans increased to N21,000 
from N11,500 in February.

Furthermore, the price of 
a 50kg bag of garri rose from 
N4,000 to N8,500 within the 
same period, 25 litres of veg-
etable oil rose from N8,200 
to N11,000, while 25 litres of 
palm oil rose from N8,000 
to N11,500 within the same 
period.

A kilo of turkey, which 
sold for N800 in July, now 
sells for between N1,000 and 
N1,100, a kilo of chicken now 
sells for between N850 and 
N950 as against N700 in July, 
just as a  50kg bag of on-
ions now goes for between 
N20,000 and N25,000, as 
against N10,000 in June.

Similarly, prices of other 
food items and condiments, 
such as Ogbono (a major soup 
thickener), salt, dried pepper, 
tomato paste, noodles, season- Continues on  page  27

...Amid rising consumer goods prices, shrinking income

...N6.06trn budget fails to rekindle hope

CHUKS OLUIGBO &
 CHINWE AGBEZE
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Presidency tackles critics on 
prevailing socio-economic challenges

P
residential Media 
aide, Garba Shehu 
has asked Nigerians 
who accuse Presi-
dent Muahham-

madu Buhari of not being 
able to manage the economy 
to first show that they have 
tried to help him manage the 
economic sabotage especially 
in the troubled south-south 
region.

He said despite the fact 
that there is hardship in the 
country; it was being blown 
out of proportion by oppo-
sition politicians and very 
rich Nigerians who are being 
investigated for corruption.

Clerics and opposition poli-
ticians have continued to raise 
concerns on the hardship 
inflicted on Nigerians as the 
economy suffers a technical 
recession. Nigerians continue 
to groan under the hunger 
and economic hardship as 
inflation is at an all-time high 
of 15.5percent causing prices 
of food and general consumer 
goods to skyrocket.

Speaking in an exclusive 
interview with BusinessDay 
Correspondent at the State 
House, Abuja, Shehu said: 
“Now the critics who are at-

tacking President Muham-
madu Buhari for the economic 
situation in the country if they 
are leaders or statesmen and 
respected citizens, let them 
tell us what have they done to 
stop this pipeline vandalism?

“The people who are do-
ing these sabotage they are 
members of communities, 
they come from families, local 
governments and states.”

He said that the President 

does not deny that there is 
hardship in the country but 
several measures are being 
taken to ameliorate the hard-
ship, especially those caused 
by the militants blowing up 
oil and gas installations in the 
country.

The Nigerian economy is 
also weighed down by un-
stable crude oil prices, weak 
refinery margin and renewed 
militant attack on facilities in 

the Niger Delta, as well activi-
ties of the Boko Haram sect in 
the North-East region of the 
country.

“Yes, there is hardship in 
the country; the sentiment is 
being aggravated from what 
we are seeing by opposition 
politicians and very rich Ni-
gerians who are being in-
vestigated for corruption. 
These forces have money and 
enormous resources available 
to them, the size of which can 
be a threat to national security 
and they are deploying these 
resources in order to black 
paint the government,” he said.

The Presidential media 
aide again blamed the price 
of oil and the foreign ex-
change regime which is no 
longer the same, as part of 
the reason for the hardship 
in the country, adding that 
things count not remain 
the same with these factors 
This country sold oil for up 
to $140 per barrel and the 
thing came down to less 
than $30 per barrel at some 
point, so it is unreasonable 
to assume that things will 
remain the same. Look at all 
the sabotage that is taking 
place of oil infrastructure in 
the Niger Delta area which 
has cut the nation’s output 
by unto 40percent.

ELIZABETH ARCHIBONG, Abuja The people who are saying 
Buhari is not able to manage 
the economy, what have they 
done to help him to manage 
the sabotage that is going on?

Everybody is sitting down 
and looking at President Bu-
hari’s face, saying go and 
solve it, this thing is affecting 
everyone. Even Delta which 
is the third largest producer 
of oil and one of the richest 
states in the country, some 
weeks ago said salaries can 
no longer be guaranteed. So 
people should look at the 
bigger picture and see how 
we can solve these problems 
together so that we can move 
forward, he said.

Nigeria, he said missed 
opportunities to grow the 
economy by focusing only on 
oil and ignoring agriculture, 
solid minerals and even hu-
man resources development. 
He expressed hope that the 
policies being put in place by 
the Buhari Administration 
would regenerate agriculture 
and bring about increase in 
food supply.

The effect of that would 
mean that there would be 
food, a lot of it in the country 
and prices will come down 
and so long as the people have

what to eat, I think that 
the country would be easier 

to manage than when they 
are hungry. So there are good 
prospects in the air, he added.

He also quashed assump-
tions that the President was 
focusing more on his anti 
graft war that rebuilding the 
economy, again blaming the 
previous administration for 
wrecking the economy.

“How can you revitalise 
the economy if it is corruption 
ridden? Corruption is a power-
ful movement in this country 
and it has the capacity to fight 
back and undermine the gov-
ernment and that is what we 
are witnessing. Look we read 
articles in newspapers Nigeri-
ans with their picture saying 
bring back corruption. How 
more heartless can people be? 
A situation where they will 
give money say go and buy 
weapons to go and fight terror-
ists and people will share that 
money on the table as if they 
are seated to have dinner and 
they transfer money directly 
from government coffers to 
their personal accounts, is that 
how to grow the country? So 
we are watching them and we 
are reading all of the things 
they are saying. We have not 
seen one country which has 
been grown by corruption 
and Nigeria will not be that 
country” he said.

2016 budget scam: Why I voluntarily submit myself 
for police interrogation – Gbajabimila

T
he ongoing crisis 
over the 2016 bud-
get padding took a 
new dimension at the 

weekend as Femi Gbajabi-
amila, Majority Leader in the 
House of Representatives on 
Friday voluntarily offered to 
honour the invitation from 
the security agencies over the 
2016 budget scandal.

Gbajabiamila stated this 
via a statement obtained by 
BDSUNDAY, explained that 
he had earlier notified the 
body of principal officers on 
the need to clear his name 
from the allegations.

While explaining the level 
of his participation at the 
meeting, the lawmaker who 
was described as ‘mole’ with-
in the ranks of the principal 
officers spying for the ousted 
chairman, House Committee 
on Appropriations, Abdulmu-

min Jibrin, explained that he 
prevailed on Speaker Dogara 
to convene the meeting of 
the principal officers with the 

view to react to it. 
“I returned from the Unit-

ed States just yesterday after a 
three week break. I called the 

Speaker a day before my re-
turn to urgently fix a Principal 
Officers meeting so we could 
address the several allegations 
made by Hon. Jibrin.

“At the meeting Speaker 
Dogara, Deputy Speaker La-
sun , Chief Whip, Hon. Ado 
Dogwa and Minority Leader, 
Hon Leo Ogor passionately 
and vigorously clearly stated 
their innocence. A prepared 
text was read and we all 
agreed to sign.

“For me as the Leader of 
the House I felt it was impor-
tant to give them the benefit 
of doubt which in any case is 
what our constitution says.  
The decision to relieve Hon 
Jibrin was indeed a collec-
tive decision of which I was 
a part of.

“However I gave a caveat 
before the press release was 
signed, I made it clear to my 
colleagues in the leadership 
that because somehow my 

name had been sullied in all of 
this and fake documents and 
publications had been put out 
there in traditional and social 
media which stated I was 
also involved in the so called 
padding of the budget, that I 
would need to clear my name 
and that even though no peti-
tion was filed against me by 
Hon Jibrin and no invitation 
was extended to me by the 
police, I would be submitting 
myself on my own volition to 
the police for investigation.

“This is important to me 
as insinuations have been 
made from many quarters 
that I along with others were 
sponsoring Hon Jibrin. I have 
just this afternoon met with 
the police authorities for a 
proper and thorough inves-
tigation of my role if any in 
this whole bizzare episode,” 
Gbajabiamila stated.

While reacting to the reso-
lution of the members of the 

Principal Officers issued on 
Thursday, Abdulmumin Ji-
brin described the outcome 
of the six hours marathon 
meeting as “a junk befitting 
the dustbin.”

“I was convinced about 
that, and can reasonably 
draw the inference because 
shameless crooks, corrupt 
and fraudulent persons like 
S p eaker Dogara,  D eputy 
Lasun, Whip Doguwa and 
a common criminal like the 
minority Leader Leo Ogor 
were in the meeting.

“It is clear Speaker Dogara 
is not in any way prepared 
to respond to the allegations 
I raised, but one can clearly 
see from his pronouncements, 
actions  and body language 
that he is more interested in 
running helter-skelter to hold 
on to power. A power only 
him, the 3 Principal Officers 
and 9 other members seem 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA, Abuja

...forward their allegations against me to relevant authorities - Jibrin to Dogara, others

Continues on page  7

Femi Gbajabiamila

Muahhammadu Buhari
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Airtel partners Lagos to mark 2016 
International Youth Day

A
irtel Nigeria, a leading 
telecommunications 
services provider, 
has announced its 

partnership with the Lagos 
State Ministry of Youth & So-
cial Development to mark the 
2016 International Youth Day 
in line with its commitment 
to empower youths and create 
platforms to help them achieve 
their dreams.

With the theme, ‘The Road 
to 2030: Eradicating Poverty 
and Achieving Sustainable 
Consumption and Production,’ 
the annual International Youth 
Day  is a day designated by the 
United Nations (UN) to enable 
governments all over the world 
draw attention to issues sur-
rounding youths.

As its support to the Lagos 
State government, the telco 
facilitated a one-day Leader-
ship Training Workshop held 
at Lagos Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (LCCI) building, 
Nurudeen Olowopopo Way, 
Ikeja, Lagos on Wednesday, 
August 17, 2016.

Flagging off the workshop, 

Emeka Oparah, director of 
corporate communications & 
CSR, Airtel Nigeria, noted that 
the company is passionate 
about creating opportunities to 
empower Nigerian youths and 

committed to partnering with 
relevant governmental agen-
cies in helping young Nigerians 
actualise their goals and fulfill 
their professional and business 
endeavours.
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Adedamola Richard Kasumu, chairman, Lagos State House of Assembly Committee on Youths & Social Development; Hakeem Muri-Okunola, permanent 
secretary in the ministry, and Emeka Oparah, director, corporate communications & CSR, Airtel Nigeria, at the leadership training conference.

According to him, Airtel 
is renowned for its support 
for talented youths through 
critically acclaimed platforms 
and interventions such as its 
Adopt-a-School programme, 

VICTORIA NNAKIAIKE, Lokoja

Bello calls on Faleke, Wada 
to join hands to rebuild Kogi

F
ollowing the recent 
victory of Yahaya 
B e l l o ,  g o ve r n o r 
of Kogi State, at 
the court, he has 

called on his predecessor 
Idris Wada and rival James 
Faleke to join hands with him 
to move the state forward.

Bello made the call while 
celebrating his new victory 
at Snow House Lokoja. 

He said: “I call on Hon. 
James Faleke to come and 
join hand with me and let 
us move the state forward 
so that our departed leader 
Prince Abubakar Audu will 
only be pleased to see that 
the state is moving forward 
and both of us rocking the 
boat even though God has 
create d the b oat strong 
enough to contain us. And 
to Capt. Idris Wada as a fa-
ther and a leader, he should 
leave us at this juncture and 
let us concentrate on good 
governance of Kogi State so 
that he too will be proud of 
the state that our founding 
fathers really wanted; so 

that at the end of the day he 
will be proud of our admin-
istration.”

He also stressed that Wada 
as an elder met a battered 
situation when he came on 
board and has done his best. 

The governor equally 
thanked the judiciary and 
the good people of Kogi State 
for their support and prom-
ised that he was not going 
to disappoint them. “And l 
promise all of you that at the 
end of the day l am not going 
to disappoint you,” he said.

He disclosed that his ad-
ministration, on assump-
tion of office, was beset by 
insecurity, unemployment, 
infrastructural decay, add-
ing that his administration 
is doing its best to make sure 
that the issue of insecurity 
and other anomalies are re-
solved in the state and that 
at the end of the day, every 
indigene and resident would 
be proud of it.

Meanwhile ,  the  new 
Speaker of the state House of 
Assembly, Umar Imam has 
assured that the house would 
witness vibrant leadership 

that would enhance effective 
service delivery.

Imam gave the assurance 

when the members of kogi 
state Correspondents Chapel 
of the Nigeria Union of Jour-

Touching Lives, Airtel Rising 
Stars, The Voice Nigeria and 
several health initiatives in 
the adopted schools targeted 
at Nigerian youths.

In her submission, Uzamat 

Akinbile-Yusuf, commissioner 
for Youths & Social Develop-
ment, Lagos State, said the 
present administration has 
put in place youth-friendly 
programmes and policies de-
signed to promote youth em-
powerment.

According to Akinbile-Yu-
suf, who was represented by 
the Ministry’s Permanent Sec-
retary, Hakeem Muri-Okunola, 
Nigeria’s population comprises 
high number of youths, form-
ing a critical human resource 
and asset to the country. He 
urged the youth to go the extra-
mile and contribute to relevant 
issues and activities that will 
impact Nigeria positively.

She also applauded Airtel 
for its contributions towards 
youth empowerment in Lagos 
and Nigeria at large.

Also at the workshop were 
Adedamola Richard Kasumu, 
chairman, Lagos State House 
of Assembly Committee on 
Youths & Social Development; 
Idowu Ademosun, director 
of the ministry, among other 
directors from the ministries.

…As new speaker pledges vibrant leadership
nalists (NUJ) paid him a visit 
at his residence in Lokoja. It 
could be recalled that for the 
past eight months, Kogi State 
House of Assembly has been 
having leadership tussle, 
but the impasse has now 
been resolved, as members 
have come together as one 
family and resolved to work 
together. 

The Speaker said: “Now 
that our crises have been 
settled and we are working 
together as one family we are 
going to have a virile house by 
God’s grace”.

The new Speaker also 
described journalists are his 
friend, hinting that no leader 
at any level of governance can 
excel without having a good 
relationship with those under 
his leadership.

He equally disclosed that 
he has forgotten all that were 
reported in the media during 
the period of crisis whether 
in favour or against while 
promising to work closely 
with practicising journalists 
in the state.

Imam urged journalists 
to continue to sustain the 

prevailing cordial relationship 
between them and Governor 
Yahaya Bello administration.

However, he reminded the 
members of the 4th estate of 
the realm across the country 
on the need to operate within 
the ambit of ethics of journal-
ism and law guiding the prac-
tice to avoid litigation.

In his response, Secretary 
of Kogi State NUJ chapel,  
Adeza Momoh-Jimoh, com-
mended Governor Bello for 
giving the welfare of journal-
ists a top priority.

He maintained that NUJ 
would not relent in partnering 
with the present administra-
tion to move the state to the 
expected level.

Earlier in his speech, the 
Correspondents Chapel Chair-
man, Kogi State NUJ, Ibrahim 
Obansa, gave assurance of 
effective reportage of gov-
ernment’s policies and pro-
gramme by his members.

He thanked the speaker for 
being media-friendly, while 
promising him that members 
will reciprocate the good ges-
ture through efficient profes-
sional service delivery.

Yahaya Bello, governor
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NDDC board: Ohanaeze backs 
Nwankpa’s nomination for Abia
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O
hanaeze Ndigbo 
Youth Council 
W o r l d w i d e , 
Abia State chap-
ter, a socio-polit-

ical group in the South-East 
region of Nigeria, has ap-
plauded the short-listing of 
Enyinnaya Donatus Nwank-
pa for a post of a commis-
sioner in the Niger Delta 
Development Commission 
(NDDC).

The group described the 
nomination of Nwankpa, by 
the President, as putting a 
square peg in a square hole.

Nwankpa, chairman of 
the All Progressives Congress 
(APC) in Abia State, led the 
President’s campaign team in 
the state, which is perceived 
to be one of the strongholds of 
the People’s Democratic Party 

(PDP) before and during the 
last general election.

However, his nomination 
is raising mixed feelings in 
the state, especially from 
indigenes of Ukwa East and 
Ukwa West Local Govern-
ment Areas, the oil produc-
ing areas of Abia State, who 
are against the selection of a 
non-indigene of the area, as 
representative of the state at 
the NDDC.

Nwankpa is from Osisio-
ma Ngwa Local Government 
Area of the state.

But  Ohanaeze Youth 
Wing, in a release made avail-
able to journalists in Aba, 
the state’s commercial hub, 
described the nomination of 
Nwankpa, by the President, 
as putting a square peg in a 
square hole.

The release signed by, 
Chetachi Ikpe, the group’s 

GODFREY OFURUM, Aba progress, who want to hijack 
any position that comes to 
Abia State for themselves and 
their cronies.

“The Fe deral Govern-
ment in its wisdom and for 
the interest of Abia State 
made this nomination and 
these busy-body elements 
should stop questioning the 
rationale for the Federal 
nomination.

“We are aware that those 
who are fighting the Federal 
Government and who do not 
want the change agenda of 
the Federal Government to 
succeed in Abia State and 
South-East region are behind 
this ‘pull-him-down scheme’ 
against Nwankpa.

“Nwankpa is highly quali-
fied, tested and trusted and 
we therefore, call on Mr. Presi-
dent to go ahead with his ap-
pointment”.

L-R: Yeside Oyetayo, rector, Centre for Insurance and Financial Management Studies; Richard Borokini, director general, Chartered Insurance Institute of Nigeria 
(CIIN); Ganiyu Egbeyemi; Fatai Lawal, council member; Oba Adeyeye Ogunwusi Ojaja 11, Oni of Ife; Isioma Chukwuma, president, CIIN and Bola Temowo, 
past president of CIIN during a courtesy visit to the Oni of Ife by the CIIN.

deputy leader on behalf of 
Okechukwu Isiguzoro, its 
national leader, absorbed the 
President of any wrong do-
ing, stating that Nwankpa’s 
appointment, would be in 
the best interest of the state 
with recourse to his political 
antecedents and leadership 
prowess.

T h e  r e l e a s e  s t a t e d 
thus, “The attention of the 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo Youth 
Council Worldwide, Abia 
State chapter has been drawn 
to a campaign of calumny and 
vilification by some disgrun-
tled elements in Abia State 
kicking against the nomina-
tion of Donatus Nwankpa, 
chairman of the APC in Abia, 
by the Federal Government to 
the NDDC board.

“This well deserved ap-
pointment is applauded by 
Abians except few enemies of 

Lawson urges Nigerians 
to support charity

B
unmi Lawson, a phi-
lanthropist, has urged 
Nigerians to help in 
nation building by 

supporting existing non-gov-
ernmental organisations in 
the country.

Lawson gave this advice in 
Lagos during a presentation 
to several charities and non-
governmental organisation as 
part of plans to mark her 50th 
birthday.

“Nigerians should be phil-
anthropic and support great 
works done by NGOs in the 
country. That is the way to 
build the Nigerian economy,” 
she said. According to Lawson, 
she decided to show example 
that Nigerians need to start 
contributing to social work 
and she encouraged others to 
follow suit.

“When I look at Nigeria, 
there is a lot that needs to be 
done. I don’t think everyone 
should create their own NGO. 
Even in your own small contri-
bution, you can truly change 
people’s lives.

“These charity organisa-
tions are doing a good work.  
All they need is more re-
sources to enable them create 
that significant impact that is 
needed,” Lawson said.

She commended the efforts 
of those who that devoted 
their entire life to charity 
work and expressed profound 
appreciation those that con-
tributed to what they intend 

to achieve.
The highp oint of the 

event was the presentation 
of cheques to four charity 
organisations. Some of which 
are Bridge International Acad-
emy, Lekki Affordable, to help 
children who could not af-
ford school fees and Jakin 
NGO that help people living 
in poverty.

“Jakin NGO helps people 
living in poverty so the fund 
would help a hundred widows 
by providing them with loans 
to start their own business 
and start earning income to 
send their children to school 

thereby working them out of 
poverty.

“Lekki Affordables provide 
high quality education at a 
very affordable cost for fami-
lies that have low incomes 
and as such, this fund would 
go towards a scholarship cov-
ering about 100 children in 
Bridge Academy and about 20 
in Lekki affordable to ensure 
that people who cannot afford 
school fees don’t become drop-
outs. Their school fees for the 
whole year would be funded 
and technology education 
provided for them,” Lawson 
added.

Enyinnaya Donatus Nwankpa

CHINWE AGBEZE

Inferno: Saraki compensate 53 victims 
of Oja- Tuntun market with N4.6m

T
he Senate President, 
Bukola Saraki has 
d o n at e d  t h e  s u m 
N4.6million to victims 

of Oja-Tuntun inferno. The 
cheque of N100,000 each was 
given as financial succor to 
owners of 40 burnt shops, and 
owners of 13 kiosks gutted by 
fire got a cheque of N50, 000 
each.

Wahab Issa, director-gen-
eral, Abubakar Bukola Saraki 
(ABS) Constituency Office, rep-
resented the Senate President, 
Abubakar Bukola Saraki (CON) 
at the official commissioning 

of the newly re-constructed 
40 burnt shops at Oja-Tuntun, 
Baboko Market, Ilorin by the 
Kwara State Internal Revenue 
Service (KWIRS).

Issa, on behalf of the Sen-
ate President, commended the 
efforts of the state government 
through the KWIRS for coming 
to the aids of the traders.

He expressed concern on 
why fire disasters in the market 
are happening in quick succes-
sion. He recalled that similar 
incident occurred late last year 
in which 24 shops were burnt 
and which the reconstruction 
have been done by the Senate 
President through his Constitu-

ency Office.
He also challenged the mar-

ket committee to work closely 
with the fire service to ensure 
that such disasters are averted 
in future.

Earlier, the Chairman of 
Kwara Internal Revenue Ser-
vice (KWIRS), Muritala Awo-
dun said that the government 
of the day gives priority to 
the welfare and needs of the 
masses, which has made the 
commissioning possible.

Awodun while presenting 
keys of the reconstructed shops 
to their rightful owners, urged 
the marketers to ensure there 
is orderliness to guide against 
future fire disaster.         

“With the support of the 
State Government, KWIRS had 
been able to impact positively 
in a number of communities 
across the State.

“Through our community 
development programmes 
some of the intervention car-
ried includes fencing of the 
Kara market at Ajasse-Ipo, do-
nation of N5Million to Owode 
market in Offa among others.” 
Awodun said

Muhammad Ahmed, com-
missioner for Commerce and 
Cooperatives, stressed that it 
signified the turnaround in 
business sectors of the state 
government.

The Commissioner, who 
was represented by the Di-
rector of Commerce, Tinuola 
Aisha Abubakar noted that  the 
reconstructed market will 
boost activities and urged the 
marketers to contribute their 
part by paying taxes as and 
when due. 

SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin
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Wike threatens to sack another 
commissioner over slow pace of work
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Emeka Okoli, chairman, Emzor Pharmaceutical Group(Left); Stella Okoli, group managing director, Emzor Pharmaceutical Industries(2nd right), William 
Xiong Wei of Success Way Clean Technology Co Ltd, Suzhou China, during the donation of Ultra Modern, ISO-7Operating Theatre and ISO-8 Intensive 
Care Unit to Lagos Island General Hospital, in collaboration with Emzor Hesco Limited (a member of the Emzor Pharmaceutical Group).

Entries open for Heineken’s 
#ShapeYourCity campaign

H
e i n e k e n ,  t h e 
world’s leading 
international pre-
mium beer, in its 

ongoing attempt to enhance 
the cities of the world, brings 
the third edition of its Cities 
campaign to Nigeria.

This year’s campaign 
tagged “Shape your City” 
is aimed at transforming 
great cities while broadening 
the imagination of the new 
generation city dwellers, 
inspiring them to contribute 
their quota to improving 
their cities.

T o  a c h i e v e 
the#ShapeYourCity cam-
paign, Heineken Nigeria 
partners with City Shapers, 
individuals known for using 
their skills in creating one-
of-kind experiences to make 
their cities more enjoyable 
for dwellers. They are urban 
visionaries who have by 
small actions of their own, 
contributed to shaping cities 
across Nigeria.

The selected City Shapers 
include Bolanle Austen-Pe-
ters, founder of Nigeria’s fore-
most cultural hub, Terra Kul-
ture; Theo Lawson, architect 
of the acclaimed Freedom 
Park and Kalakuta Museum; 
and Kenneth Gyang, direc-

tor of award-winning films 
Confusion Na Wa and Blood 
& Henna.

“Globally, Heineken is 
committed to making great 
cities even greater and we are 
glad to include Nigeria in this 
movement,” said Ngozi Nk-
woji, senior brand manager, 
Heineken Nigeria.

“This year’s theme of shap-
ing cities is focused on en-
couraging people to contrib-
ute to their city as Heineken 
believes that the smallest of 
gestures have the potential 
tobring about unexpected 
transformation to our Nige-
rian cities,” she said.

As part of the campaign, 
Heineken has also launched 
a series of limited Heineken 
City Edition bottles and cans, 
each bearing the name of 
renowned cities across the 
globe including 10 Nigerian 
cities, namely Lagos, Abuja, 
Port Harcourt, Ibadan, Enugu, 
Benin, Warri, Kaduna, Aba 
and Onitsha.

Heineken is reaching out to 
city dwellers across Nigeria to 
share their ideas for improving 
great cities. At the end of the 
campaign, the winning idea(s) 
will be executed by Heineken 
Nigeria while engaging City 
Shapers and other passionate 

urban explorers across the 
country to help make the proj-
ect a reality.

To stand a chance to have 

their project executed in the 
Heineken #ShapeYourCity 
campaign, Nigerians can visit 
the website http://www.

heineken.com/ng to submit 
city shaping ideas.

Using the hashtag #Shap-
eYourCity across all social 

media platforms, participants 
can also contribute ideas 
towards transforming their 
cities.

A
nother commis-
sioner in Rivers 
State is about to 
enter into hot 
soup in the Nye-

som Wike administration 
that is seen as no-nonsense 
or abrasive. This time, the 
hammer may fall on Kaniye, 
Ebeku, a professor and com-
missioner for education.

Government said in a state-
ment Thursday, 18 August 
2016, that the governor was 
dissatisfied with the pace of 
work at the Government Girls 
Secondary School, Rumuok-
wuta in Obio/Akpor Local 
Government Area of the state 
capital and that in fact, the 
governor has issued a threat 
to sanction Ebeku. 

Wike is on record to brook 
no nonsense. He did not waste 
time to discard his first special 
adviser on media who quickly 
resigned before the hammer 
would descend. Next was the 
commissioner of finance who 
was suspended on a Friday 

but was pardoned the follow-
ing Monday.

In the Chibuike Amaechi 
administration with Wike, 
the then education commis-
sioner was replaced by an-

other commissioner (housing) 
for issues concerning the 
execution of the adminis-
tration’s proposed 750 new 
primary schools. When Wike 
took over power, he pointed 

at the Rumuokwuta Girls 
school as a point of action in 
his education policy hinged 
on renovation of old school 
against the choice of building 
new ones by Amaechi.

It is gathered that slow 

pace of work angered Wike 
who has always made it clear 
that every commissioner 
must visit projects on almost 
daily basis to keep track with 
contractors, else, face sanc-
tions.  

The governor who an-
nounced that the state was 
ready to host thousands  of  
lawyers for the 2016 Nigerian 
Bar Association (NBA) confer-
ence regretted that the State 
Ministry of Education failed 
to reconstruct the school; a 
pilot school for the introduc-
tion of boarding schools in 
the state.

He said that the state gov-
ernment has released funds 
for the execution of the proj-
ect, without the expected 
results. “I am sad at the pace 
of work in the Government 
Girls Secondary School, Ru-
muokwuta. Where will these 
children learn from when 
schools resume in September? 
I am disappointed in the Edu-
cation Commissioner. I have 
summoned him to explain the 
slow pace of the work in this 

school. We will not allow any 
official slow down the pace of 
development of projects”.

At the Diete Spiff Civic 
Centre, Port Harcourt, venue 
of the 2016 NBA National 
Conference, Wike expressed 
satisfaction with the quality of 
work done at the auditorium 
and the committee rooms of 
the facility.

 He said: “Rivers State is 
ready to host the 2016 NBA 
National Conference.  The 
Civic Centre is ready and we 
have all logistics and security 
arrangements in place “. The 
governor announced that 
the NBA Law Centre would 
also be commissioned in the 
course of the NBA National 
Conference. 

The governor commended 
the contractors handling road 
projects in Obio/Akpor and Ik-
werre local government areas. 
He also noted that the con-
struction of the Port Harcourt 
Pleasure Park was progressing 
as scheduled and inspected 
the ongoing construction of 
the second Nkpogu Bridge in 

Wike
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News 
Police nab suspected militants 
with IEDs in A/Ibom

T
hree suspected mil-
itants have been 
arrested with Im-
provised Explosive 
Devices (IEDs) by 

the police in a hotel in Eket 
Local Government Area of 
Akwa Ibom State.

The suspects include 34 
year-old  Nelson Seimiyefa; 
Victor William who is also 34 
years old and  (M) from Etinan 
and 38-year-old Nsebong 
Dickson were said to be plan-
ning an attack on the state.

There have been explo-
sions that have damaged 
gas installations in the state 
which are believed to have 
been carried out by suspected 
militants.

Parading the suspects, 
the Commissioner of Police 
(CP), Akwa Ibom State com-
mand, Murtala Mani said 
the suspects were planning 
to attack oil and gas pipelines 
in the state.

“The suspects were ar-
rested with two high pow-

ered IED bombs measuring 
60/8.5cm+ 44/5.5cm, one long 
single high powered propel 
launcher bomb measured at 
78/4.5cm. The explosive de-
vises are capable of destroying 
from any length and height, 
any high pressured power or 
oil pipe line facility and hu-
man beings,” the police said. 

Other items recovered, 
according to the state po-
lice boss, included a battery 
to enable current initiation 
for explosion. The batter-
ies, according to Mani were 
wrapped with red fabrics.

Speaking through the Po-
lice Public Relations Officer, 
Cordelia Nwawe, he said the 
arrest was made through 
an intelligence tip off and 
avowed commitment of the 
command to rid the state of all 
forms of criminality any form 
of renewed militancy.

“The three young men 
would tell you what they 
were doing in Akwa Ibom. We 
found them at the Eket axis. 
Three of them were actually 
planning to vandalize pipe-

lines in Akwa Ibom”.
 “The police will continue 

to be proactive as I promise 
to keep Akwa Ibom safe. At 
the expense of our lives we 
will continue to do our best 
to ensure safety of the people,’’ 

he said.  
“We will make sure that 

we follow you on your tracks, 
the State Anti Robbery Squad 
section, the anti-kidnapping 
sections have clear directives 
to make sure that people who 

do not go about legal busi-
nesses are found”

He however, urged mem-
bers of the public to report 
suspicious movements around 
them to the police for prompt 
and necessary investigation 

and action, adding that the 
fight towards a crime-free 
state must continue to be 
collective.

The police boss also ap-
pealed to the people of the 
state to use police emergency 
numbers when they are in 
distress or when they want 
to give useful information 
that could aid the police in 
their duty, emphasising that 
crime fighting is everybody’s 
responsibility.

However, one of the sus-
pected militants, Nelson 
Seimiyefa admitted to have 
been an ex-militant, but de-
nied the allegation of inten-
tion to attack, claiming that he 
was arrested in error.

“I came to Eket to see my 
girlfriend, we have been dat-
ing for some time now and 
have only been talking on 
phone, she is the woman I 
want to marry so I decided 
to  come and meet her for the 
first time, we lodged in that 
hotel, I am a child of God and 
have no further business with 
militancy,’’ he said.

2016 budget scam: Why I voluntarily ...

not to realised he had com-
pletely lost the moral ground 
to continue as Speaker. They 
are confused and are com-
pletely lost in the labyrinth of 
Dogara-gate.

“Those familiar with the 
House politics know that Dog-
ara’s antics were last kicks of a 
dying horse. Looking beyond 
the corrupt regime of Yakubu 
Dogara, the first duty of the 
new Speaker is to implement 
a wide range of internal re-
forms.”

He alleged that “Speaker 
Dogara does not have the cred-
ibility to superintend over the 
reforms. Iam pretty sure every 
Nigerian expected the meet-
ing to simply respond to the 
barrage of allegations I have 
leveled against the quartet but 
not at all. The statement issued 
which did not represent the 
shameless conduct of threats, 
violent tendencies and dirty 
confessions by the quartet 
against the other 6 members 
of the body that actually trans-
pired at the meeting focused 
on the same old story of trying 
to find one consistent allega-
tion against me or one reason 
for my “sack” that can stand 
the test of truth. Once again, 
they failed woefully.”

Jibrin also challenged the 
four principal officers to “for-
ward their allegations against 
me to the relevant authorities 
and stand witness the way I 
have done against them.”

While reacting to the Sen-
ate’s support for his removal, 
Jibrin said: “but even if the 
corrupt Speaker Dogara and 
his gang of 3 other Principal 
Officers have the support of the 
body of Principal Officers, the 
360 members, body of Princi-
pal Officers of the Senate, the 
109 Senators and even if they 
have the support of Minister 
of budget and his entire team 
and the so called MDAs that 
allegedly complained about me, 
will that in any way affect the 
fact that Speaker Dogara and 
the 3 others took the decision 
and stole N40 billion out of the 
N100 billion for constituency 
project without the approval 
of the House, inserted waste-
ful projects of over N20 billion, 
attempted to force me to insert 
N30 billion worth of projects 
and another N20 billion in the 
service wide vote fraudulently 
in the name of NASS, which 
I rejected, ignored and com-
plained that about 10 commit-
tee chairs inserted about 2,000 
projects worth N284 billion in 
the first version of the budget.

“Speaker Dogara operates 
the finances of the house in 
absolute secrecy, awarded 
wasteful contracts using funds 
meant for the House, uses the 
issue of rents to siphon money, 
engaged in money laundering 
and fraud during the purchase 
of cars in the 7th House, imple-
ments dubious mortgage plan 
to defraud the House, diverted 
federal government project to 
his farm.

“The latest discovery is that 
he also included a free PHCN 

reticulation in the farm! Mr. 
Speaker, no 4 citizen, a thief 
and a rogue, what a shame! 
How the farm is even funded? 
From few hectares in the last 
few months to almost 100 
hectares equipped with mod-
ern facilities and equipment. 
There are many other allega-
tions. Will all the stage-man-
aged support of the principal 
officers change these facts? 
Let me restate that the quar-
tet of Speaker Dogara, Lasun, 
Doguwa and Ogor were the 
ones that colluded to steal the 
N40 billion and took the deci-
sion on how the money was 
shared among few others. 

“I heard on good author-
ity that contrary to what was 
brandished in the media as 
resolution of the meeting, the 
whole session was an exten-
sion of the grand disgraceful 
plan by Speaker Dogara and 
the three other Principal Of-
ficers to coerce the other mem-
bers of the body of Principal 
Officers to come out in their 
defence since the Speaker 
and the 3 others know very 
well that they are on their 
way to jail.

“They just want to drag as 
many people as possible into 
the matter to use it as a shield 
or create a situation that in 
their foolish way of thinking 
will compel me to implicate 
the 6 other Principal Officers 
or other people both in NASS 
and the Executive Arm. They 
are obviously looking for co-
travellers. You can see the pat-
tern of systematic blackmail 
desperately trying to drag in 

the Executive and the Senate. 
I am just too strong for them. 
They need more forces to fight 
Hon. Jibrin!

“On the issue of media war, 
I did not embark upon any 
media war. The House of Rep-
resentatives is a public institu-
tion and all I am doing is to pro-
vide information to the public. 
It is their right to know. But it is 
curious that all the sponsored 
personal attacks and very 
expensive media campaign 
they launched against my 
person, they do not consider 
that a media war except when 
I insist they respond to the 
allegations I raised to provide 
insight on the corruption be-
ing perpetrated by the quartet 
in the house. If that amounts to 
media war, so be it!

They failed to state clearly 
how I abused the budget pro-
cess or place the documents or 
process in jeopardy. But how? 
Has any ministry, department 
or agency of government com-
plained about me? They failed 
to name any. Cheap, cheap, 
cheap blackmail and wild wild, 
wild goose chase! No facts just 
empty vague allegations just 
to divert attention and buy 
time. I have explained that 
it is the quartet of Dogara, 
Lasun, Doguwa and Ogar that 
desperately wanted me out 
and the simple reason is my 
refusal to be used to commit 
budget fraud or to play “ball” 
-- no more any less. But when 
Lasun took over as Chairman 
of the harmonization commit-
tee, he did “a great job” for the 
corrupt quartet. 

Continued from page 2

Emir of Ilorin clocks 21 
years on the throne, 
calls for peaceful 
co-existence

T
he Emir of Ilorin, 
Ibrahim Sulu-Gam-
bari has appealed to 
the people of Ilorin 

community and Kwara State 
at large to continue to pray 
for Nigerian leaders and for 
peaceful co-existence in the 
country.

The monarch made the 
call in a statement issued by 
Abdulazeez Arowona, the 
national secretary of Shehu 

Alimi foundation for peace 
and development, to mark the 
21years of his official appoint-
ment as the 11th Emir of Ilorin 
in 1995.

Sulu-Gambari however, 
thanked Allah for taking him 
this far and for ensuring that 
the Ilorin Emirate and Kwara 
State continue to develop 
with numerous accomplish-
ments since he became the 
paramount Ruler of the state.

He also emphasised that 
the experiences gathered dur-
ing his days as a judge have no 
doubt prepared him for the 
stool of his forebear stressing 
that the job of traditional rul-
ers requires enormous wis-
dom,  patient, tolerance,  and 
perseverance in the discharge 
of the duties diligently.

While leading other Islam-
ic scholars in the prayers,  the 
Imam Imale of Ilorin, Abdul-
lahi Abdul Hameed prayed 
Allah to grant the monarch 
long life on the throne of his 
forbearers.

He added that Ilorin Emir-
ate has continued to record 
numerous achievements in 
the last 21years and urged the 
Emir to be steadfast in prayers 
for his subjects and the nation 
at large. 

SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin

Ibrahim Sulu-Gambari
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Enugu NDE vows to 
reduce unemployment

D
etermined to re-
duce unemploy-
ment and devel-
op entrepreneurs 
in Enugu State, 

the National Directorate of 
Employment (NDE) has em-
barked on training of various 
categories of people in three 
stages.

The three stages are Vo-
cational Skill Development 
(VSD) where 360 unemploy-
ment school leavers of Enugu 
are undergoing training on 
five various skills which in-
clude computer operation, 
GSM repairs, among others 
at the rate of 120 per a centre 
and the state has tree centres 
located in the three geo- politi-
cal zones of the state.  Also 50 
unemployed graduates are 
undergoing training under 
Small Scale Enterprises De-
partment (SSE), while 25 oth-
ers are undergoing training 
under special public works 
department in Environmental 
Beautification (SPW).

The state coordinator, 
NDE, Iroegbu Eke Joseph, 
told BDSUNDAY that the 
directorate decided to put in 
place four core programmes 
to tackle unemployment in 

the society, saying that apart 
from the three programmes 
it also has rural employment 
promotion (REP) and that all 
the participants would be 
given soft loans to start their 
own business at the end of the 
training. The training he said 
would expose the participants 
on how to start and manage 
their own business, write 
bankable feasibility reports 
that will help them diagnose 
their business.

According Iroegbu, Enugu 
since 2013 has trained 200 
persons in batches of 50 per-
sons per year in Small Scale 

Entrepreneur alone; this, he 
said, does not include the ru-
ral employment where they 
train 50 every year and other 
sections of the programmes. 
All these he said are geared 
towards reducing unemploy-
ment and training many em-
ployers of Labour in the state. 

However, the state coor-
dinator said that NDE has the 
capacity to train and equip 
many more Nigerians but 
lamented that the challenge 
has been funding and logistics.

“The training was to em-
power persons through ca-
pacity building, as part of 

NDE’s mandate for combat-
ing unemployment, encour-
aging wealth creation, and 
poverty reduction. It will 
equip the participants with 
the necessary skills not only 
to develop themselves but to 
become employers of labour,” 
he said.

He also said that another 
graduate internship training 
under the programme called 
graduate attachment training 
(GAP) would be organised 
by various agencies/NGOs 
in Enugu State beginning 
from 1st of September and 
that the training will last for 

REGIS ANUKWUOJI, Enugu

Rivers, UK to work on security, agric, others

Keith McGigan

six months where about 45 
graduates will be involved 
and will be paid a stipend of 
N10,000 every month for the 
period in training.  The gradu-
ates, he said, would be posted 
to NGO establishments after 
training.

Addressing the partici-
pants to kick start the pro-
gramme in Enugu, Olakunle 
Obanyan, acting director-gen-
eral of NDE, represented by 
Patience Osunkwo, a deputy 
director special public works 
department, noted that NDE 
would continue “to evolve 
new schemes in its various 
departments to combat the 
menace of unemployment 
in the country, despite the 
current dwindling economic 
situation in the land, accord-
ing to him the training will 
also impact specialised and 
marketable skills on the tar-
geted unemployed youths, 
better equipping them and 
enhance their chances of 
being employed or becoming 
entrepreneurs”.

He admonished all cat-
egories of the unemployed 
in society including those 
about to retire to come and 
embrace, benefit from the 
vast experience of the pro-
grammes NDE developed over 

… Trains unemployed graduates, others
the years, pointing out that 
the programme was another 
milestone of the NDE in its 
continued effort to empower 
youths across the country 
who desire to acquire skills for 
self-reliance, noting that what 
is happening in Enugu State 
is taking place in many other 
states of the federation.

“I specially urge owners of 
the medium and small busi-
nesses where the beneficiaries 
will be posted for training and 
the local authorities to see 
them as their own and join 
in nurturing and mentoring 
them to be fully established as 
entrepreneurs,” he said.

I therefore, appeal to other 
stakeholders including state 
governments, local govern-
ments, affluent members of 
the society, NGOs, CBOs to 
partner with the NDE in the 
task, especially regarding re-
settlement of the beneficia-
ries,” Obanyan further said.

The Enugu State govern-
ment, through Charles Nduk-
we, commissioner for youths 
and sports, commended NDE 
for the laudable programmes 
in the state and advised the 
participants to make effective 
use of the loan to establish 
themselves and become em-
ployers of labour.

R
ivers State and the 
U n i t e d  K i n g d o m 
are to deepen their 
relationship in the 

areas of security, technical 
education and agriculture in 
the coming months. This is 
a result of a meeting in the 
Brick House in Port Harcourt 
between the state governor, 
Nyesom Wike, and officials of 
the United Kingdom.

The two partners resolved 
to strengthen their partner-
ship with a view to enhancing 
development at the Govern-
ment House, Port Harcourt 
when the Director of the Unit-
ed Kingdom Department For 
International Development  
(DFID) in charge of West and 
Southern Africa, Keith Mc-
Gigan, held discussions with  
Wike. 

Wike said that the state 
g o ve r n m e n t  w a n t e d  t o 
strengthen its partnership 
with the government of the 

United Kingdom in the key 
areas and said though the state 
government (working with se-
curity agencies) has improved 
security, the government is 
interested in collaborating 
with the United Kingdom to 
deploy technology to fight 
kidnapping and enhance intel-
ligence gathering. 

“Though we have some 
security challenges, we have 
worked with security agen-
cies to stabilise the state and 
create the right atmosphere 
for investments.  However, 
we want to partner  with  the 
United Kingdom  to further 
improve  security,  especially 
in  the  areas of the acquisition 
of equipment for crime-fight-
ing and intelligence gathering. 
Without security, governance 
and security will be negatively 
affected “.

He also called for collabora-
tion  with  the United King-
dom in the area of technical 
education, where he stated 
that the state government 

would develop  a  programme 
where technical education  
teachers would be trained 

in Britain for the purpose  of 
equipping  them with practi-
cal  knowledge on how to 

impact knowledge on their 
students for vocational  skills 
acquisition. 

 He said that his adminis-
tration was interested in job 
creation through vocational 
education, hence the need to 
revive the sector. 

Wike announced that the 
state government would cre-
ate easy access to land for 
British investors who were 
willing to invest in agriculture. 
He urged the United Kingdom 
to improve on its relationship 
with its former colonies like 
the French Government has 
done over the years.

Earlier, the McGigan said 
the United Kingdom was in-
terested in developing func-
tional development-oriented 
relationship with the Rivers 
State Government. He said that 
the UK had a strong relation-
ship with the Federal Govern-
ment which it had resolved to 
extend to the states. “We want 
to build a strong relationship 
with the Rivers State Govern-
ment.  I am here to discuss how 
we can foster development,” 
he said. 

IGNATIUS CHUKWU

Nyesom Wike



L-R: Bala Ma’aji, zonal head, Lafia/North Central of First City Monument Bank (FCMB) Limited; Meller 
Lois, one of the winners of N1million at the second draws of the ‘’FCMB Millionaire Promo Season 3’’; 
Mustapha Lukman, regional director, Abuja & North of the Bank, and Inyang Aniedi, retail cluster head, 
FCT 3, during the cheque presentation ceremony to the winner on Wednesday, August 17, 2016 in Abuja. 

L-R:  Sam Aneke, Head Business Channels,  Diamond bank Plc; Onajite Regha, Executive Secretary/
CEO, E-Payment Providers Association of Nigeria (E-PPAN); Rob Giles, Head, Transaction and 
E- Banking, Diamond Bank Plc; Ntia nnene Sylvia, Business and Strategic Manager, E- Payment 
Providers Association of Nigeria; and Kayode Olubiyi, Head, Financial Inclusion, Diamond Bank Plc at 
the presentation of  ‘Award of  Recognition’ to Diamond bank as Member of the E- Payment Providers 
Association of Nigeria (E-PPAN) in Lagos

Oluranti Adebule Lagos State deputy governor, (m); Aminu Nebegu permanent secretary, special services 
office, office of the secretary to the Government of the Federation, (r) and Tunji Bello, secretary to the 
state government, (l), during the Federal and States Security Administrators’ meeting at the Adeyemi 
Bero Auditorium, Alausa, Ikeja, Lagos.

R-L: Inyang Ekere, Beko Nigeria Marketing Manager, Tonia Odili, SM Jury Convener, Participant at SM 
Jury and Onoge Tega Ben, moderator of SM Jury .

L-R: Deremi Atanda, executive director, SystemSpecs Limited; Vincent Olatunji, acting director general, 
National Information Technology Development Agency (NITDA) and John Obaro, managing director, 
SystemSpecs Limited, during a courtesy visit by NITDA to SystemSpecs’ office in Lagos 

Vice President Prof. Yemi Osinbajo SAN was being presented with a gift by B.N. Reddy India High 
Commissioner during his courtesy visit at the Presidential Villa, Abuja

L- R: Rimini Makama - director, corporate & government affairs, Hakeem Adeniji - Adele, public sector 
director both of Microsoft Nigeria, vincent. Olatunji Ag. director-general NITDA, Awawu Olumide-Sojinrin 
- marketing & operations director and Sophia Sankey, snr account executive - public sector both from 
Microsoft Nigeria, during the Ag. director-general’s courtesy visit to Microsoft Nigeria. 

L-R; Olusola Teniola, President of Association Telecommunications Companies of Nigeria (ATCON); Hadza 
Umar, Head Corporate Affaris, National Information Technology Development Agency (NITDA); Olatunji 
Vincent, ag. DG, National Information Technology Development Agency; Kunle Ayodeji, COO, Computer 
Warehouse Group (CWG) Plc and  Femi Adeluyi, NITDA, during a courtesy visit to CWG Plc in Lagos.
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W
hen the amnes-
ty programme 
was introduced 
for ex militants 
in the Niger 

Delta region few years ago, it was 
widely seen as a bold attempt 
that would in the long run help to 
douse the simmering tension that 
had gripped the area.

As the major oil producing re-
gion of the country, contributing 
more than 90 percent of the na-
tion’s foreign exchange earnings, 
the Niger Delta region has had to 
contend with poor physical infra-
structure, unemployment, youth 
restiveness, unemployment and 
environmental degradation, hav-
ing virtually nothing to show for 
decades of oil production.

From the days when oil was 
first discovered in Oloibiri in Riv-
ers State to the current dispensa-
tion where oil is found in several 
other locations, the Niger Delta 
has remained the same.

Several intervention pro-
grammes including the Niger 
Delta Development Commission, 
the ministry of Niger Delta Affairs 
notwithstanding, agitation for 
a fairer share of the nation’s oil 
wealth to favour the development 
of the region has not been heeded.

 Perhaps it was an attempt to 
assuage the feelings of youths 
in the region that informed the 
decision of the Federal Govern-
ment during the tenure of the 
late President Umaru Yar’Adua to 
institute the amnesty programme 
and have it implemented without 
any delay.

 But the implementation of the 
scheme has left a sour taste in the 
mouth with many describing it 
as a reward for lawlessness and 
criminality.

 Yet, it is seen as a palliative 
measure to heal the wounds in-
flicted on the lives of Niger Delta 
people with the prospects that an 
enduring scheme would involve 
in the future.

 Again, the implementation of 
the programme has been greeted 
with mixed feelings in many 
quarters, leaving much to be 
desired.

Former President Goodluck 
Jonathan who inherited the pro-
gramme from the late President 
Yar’Adua while speaking on a  
national media chat had admit-
ted that the programme was not 
perfect as was implemented add-
ing that it was a means to ‘man-
age’ the crisis in the region until 
a more sustainable programme 
was  found.

President Muhammadu Bu-
hari  who came to office in 2015, 
did not waste much time in taking 
over the programme though fears 
were expressed in some quarters 
whether the amnesty programme 
would continue. But luckily, the 
programme was not jettisoned as 

a new coordinator was appointed 
and the programme is back on 
course.

But some unresolved chal-
lenges have continued to bedevil 
the scheme.

For instance, while some states 
have enjoyed full participation 
of their former militants in the 
scheme, others like Akwa Ibom 
have had to contend with daily 
protests by the former agitators.

Furthermore, Governor Udom 
Emmanuel of Akwa Ibom State 
is facing the challenge of the 
militants invading his residence 
and office frequently on a regular 
basis.

Often dressed in black attires 
and with red headscarf, the ex 
militants often take security op-
eratives by surprise  as they would 
arrive the gate of the Akwa Ibom 
governor’s office on buses in their 
numbers  early in the morning 
whenever they to stage a protest.

Their demands have been that 
they should be paid their stipends 
by the state government and that 
those members who were left out 
of the scheme should be accom-
modated.

 Their demands and protests 
have become like a recurring 
decimal in the affairs of the Akwa 
Ibom State government. 

Regularly, they would come 
with placards with various  in-
scriptions such as,  “we are tired 
of coming to this place”, “please 
pay us our salaries”, “how can we 
be slaves in our state” and “other 
states militants have been paid,’’ 
and would oftentimes insist on 
meeting Governor Udom Em-
manuel.

 According to Friday Ebong, 
leader of the ex- militants in Akwa 
Ibom State, the state government 
has not included them in the 
Federal Government amnesty 
programme.

“Let the State Government cap-
ture our names and send them to 
the Federal Government amnesty 
programme.

“All other states have been 
taken care of except Akwa Ibom 
militants,” Friday said.

 He lamented that since they 
laid down their arms in 2012 they 
have been neglected by the state 
government.

 He said that their visit to gov-
ernment house was the fourth 
time without government attend-
ing to their complaints.

 Ebong said they had given 
state government two months 
notice to address their grievances, 
but got no positive response or 
action.

 But the last straw that broke 
the camel’s back was their protest 
on Tuesday, August 16 when they 
literally invaded the governor’s of-
fice to press home their demands 
of seeing Governor Udom Em-
manuel after they had waited in 
vain for months.

It was not the first time, the 
militants had staged a protest near 
the governor’s office, but the te-
merity they demonstrated seems 
to have given the impression, 
their agitation could no longer be 
dismissed with a wave of hand.

It therefore, raised many ques-
tions which had nothing to do 
whether the militants actually 
invaded the governor’s office, it 
had nothing to do also with who 

had the responsibility of prevent-
ing them from coming too close 
for comfort and not whether there 
was a fierce battle between the 
militants and security operatives.

 But the key question appeared 
to be whether the state govern-
ment is favourably disposed to 
handling the issue of the amnesty 
programme that was initiated 
and implemented by the Federal 
Government.

Speaking recently in Uyo, Gov-
ernor Emmanuel had suggested 
that the amnesty programme 
should be revisited to give room 
for some militants who were left 
out of the scheme to be part of the 
programme.

His suggestion came after he 
had been confronted with the 
unending protests by the militants 
who often blocked the entrance to 
his office in Uyo, the state capital.

It is not yet clear whether the 
Federal Government has taken 
notice of the governor’s sugges-
tion.

Akwa Ibom had often denied 
that there were no militants in 
the state, choosing to see itself 
as the most peaceful state in the 
Niger Delta. This might have 
explained why the state might 
have been left out in the amnesty 
programme.

Godwin Udofia, an Uyo-based 
lawyer, believes that since the 
amnesty programme is a Fed-
eral Government scheme, the 
protesting ex-militants should 
take their grievances to the 
presidency.

 “They are staging their protest 
at the wrong place, the implemen-
tation of the amnesty programme 

EX-militants’ unending agitation for a better deal
is the responsibility of the Federal 
Government,” he said.

Confirming the activities of 
the former militants, Aniekan 
Umanah, the commissioner for 
information, said in a statement 
which came a day after the protest 
that some persons emerged some-
where to seek payment under the 
under the amnesty programme. 
He denied that the governor’s of-
fice was invaded.

“It was true that some persons 
claiming nonpayment of amnesty 
‘entitlements’  emerged along 
Wellington Bassey Road to the 
Government House, to seek the 
kind intervention of the State 
Government over the nonpay-
ment of their outstanding allow-
ances by the amnesty office of the 
Federal Government.”

‘The peaceful emissary of the 
ex-militants was however, in-
filtrated by hoodlums, but was 
promptly controlled by law en-
forcement agencies.

“To maintain law and order, 
the unruly behaviour of the infil-
trators was met with necessary 
and adequate control by the state 
command of the Nigeria Police, 
who ensured the hoodlums beat 
a retreat.”

Umanah reiterated the com-
mitment of Governor Udom Em-
manuel to ensure the safety of 
lives and property, maintaining 
that “everywhere in Akwa Ibom 
State is calm and peaceful.” He 
called on all law abiding citizens 
and residents to go about their 
lawful businesses without fear 
of molestation from any quarters.

Aside from the state govern-
ment’s statement denying that 
there was an invasion, the state-
ment did nothing to address the 
fundamental demand made by 
the former militants.

According to observers, it is like 
postponing the evil day, if the state 
government only issued a state-
ment to say that the protest was 
hijacked by hoodlums without 
stating in concrete terms what 
the state government would do 
to address their grievances. Ac-
cording to observers, it shows 
the apparent helplessness of the 
state government in handling the 
festering crisis.

Again as Umanah admitted 
in the statement, it was the first 
time the police had to deploy 
“necessary and adequate con-
trol’’ to disperse the protesters, a 
development many say portends 
clear and present danger in the 
violent-prone Niger Delta region 
of the country.

With many splinter groups in 
the region jostling for attention 
and engaging in activities that hit 
hard on the revenue sources of the 
federal and state governments, 
the protests by the ex militants 
seemed to have added to the 
unending challenges confronting 
the region.

Will the state governments in 
the face of the dwindling revenue, 
due to the drop in the price of oil, 
be able to handle the new chal-
lenge posed by the protesting 
former militants without allowing 
it to spill over to the larger society? 
It is only time that will tell.
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Protests by ex militants have been a daily occurrence in many of the state capitals 
in the Niger Delta, ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK reports that it has become one chal-
lenge that state governments appear to have no  immediate solution.



A
danma Kanu came 
back home with a 
migraine that Fri-
day evening. She 
had toiled all day 

on her late husband’s cassava 
farm in Umuosu, a remote vil-
lage in Abia State, South East, 
Nigeria.

“Two days after using the 
painkillers, it only got worse,” 
Adanma said: “My head was 
burning, it was like a black-
smith was forging metal up 
there and the next day, I didn’t 
even know when I was rushed 
to the hospital where the doc-
tor said the problem may have 
been the drugs I took.”

Adanma is just one among 
about 34 million Nigerians 
according to a recent NOI Polls, 
that fall victim to fake drugs in 
Nigeria. While she lived to tell 
the story, the same cannot be 
said for thousands who have 
died or at the brink of dying 
through the consumption of 
fake drugs in Nigeria.

Last year, the National 
Agency for Foods, Drug 
Administration and Control 
(NAFDAC), a federal agency 
that regulates food and drugs in 
Nigeria, said it confiscated fake 
drugs worth over $20million 
in five separate raids in differ-
ent locations in Asaba, Warri, 
Lagos, Onitsha and Jigawa.

In March this year, the 
United Nations warned that 
illicit manufacturing of narcot-
ics and psychotropic drugs and 
substances were on the rise in 
a report published by Interna-
tional Narcotics Control Board.

“In Nigeria, three laboratories 
illicitly manufacturing meth-
amphetamine were dismantled 
in May 2015, bringing to 10 the 
total number of such laborato-
ries dismantled in that coun-
try since 2011,” said Cristina 
Albertin, country representa-
tive of United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime in Nigeria.

Drugs are hawked on street 
corners, alleyways, bus parks, 
inside commuter buses, ferries 
and retail shops in Nigeria, a 
practice pharmacists have long 
warned reduces the efficacy of 
regulation.

Speaking on the origin of 
these fake drugs, Kristin Peter-
son, who teaches at the Uni-
versity of California, Irvine and 
author of the book, ‘Speculative 
Markets: Drug Circuits and De-
rivative Life in Nigeria,’ traced 
the origin of these fake drugs 
beyond Nigeria’s borders.

“Fake drugs come from a 
number of places; they are not 
usually manufactured in Nige-
ria. It is hard to pin down exact 
locations and exact percentages 
because they move in shadow 
economies. But the busts that 
NAFDAC and drug task forces 
have recently made indicate 
that a good chunk may be 
coming from Asia— especially 
from lesser known or hidden 
companies or small factories in 
India and China,” she said.

A buffer against deception

 Laws bereft of potency
Nigeria has several laws to 

regulate and standardise the 
procurement and distribution 
of drugs. Regulators say the 
goal is to preserve the people’s 
health by enforcing strict con-
trol of the manufacture, sale 
and advertisement of drugs.

Some of such laws are: The 
food and Drug Act cap 150 LFN 
1990; the National Agency for 
food and Drug Administration 
and control (NAFDAC) Act No 
15, 1993 the counterfeit and 
fake Drugs (Miscellaneous pro-
visions) Act Cap 73 LFN 1990; 
The National Drug formulator 
and Essential Drug list Act, 
Caps 257 LFN 1990.

Others are the Drug and re-
lated products (Registration etc) 
Act No19, 1993, the pharmacists 
council of Nigeria Law No 91, 
1992; the dangerous Drug Act 
Cap 91 LFN 1990, The National 
Drug Law enforcement Agency 

Act Cap) 253 LFN 1990.
And there are also Phar-

macy Law of various states 
particularly, Lagos State, but 
their applications prove that 
when laws aren’t enforced, 
they become a mere declara-
tion of intent.

“A lot of people die without 
attributing these things to those 
drugs. From the reports we 
are getting they could also be 
a source of drug supply for the 
insurgents,” said Elijah Moham-
med, registrar of the Pharma-
cists Council of Nigeria (PCN).

He added, “I recall that 
security operatives found all 
sorts of drugs in some of those 
territories (where Boko Haram 
insurgents were flushed out by 
the Nigerian military). Where 
did those drugs come from? It is 
all because the outlets that are 
not regulated or controlled. We 
need to step up this regulation.”

A successful military op-

eration in May this year against 
the Boko Haram insurgents in 
Sambisa forest, led to the killing 
of 58 fighters and the recovery 
of different drugs along with 
household items and weapons. 
Sani Usman, army spokesman 
said troops recovered assorted 
varieties of ‘sex enhancing drugs’.

 
Technology as panacea
While NAFDAC raids, peri-

odic surveillance and market 
inspections have only achieved 
limited results and Nigeria’s 
law regulating manufacture 
and sale of drugs does little to 
de-incentivise the practice, the 
application of technology in 
confirming the genuineness 
of pharmaceutical products is 
gaining popularity.

 “I have set up a station at 
a corner in my pharmacy, it 
helps customers who want 
to confirm the genuineness 
of drug but don’t have light 

to charge their phones,” said 
Daniel Henshaw, a local phar-
macist in Yaba, a suburb of 
Lagos, who set up the system to 
attract customers who may be 
discouraged from confirming 
the genuineness of their prod-
uct due to Nigeria’s perennial 
power outages.

Innovative technologies that 
have been introduced are TruS-
can, Mobile Authentication 
Services (MAS), an SMS-based 
swift confirmation service 
provided by Sproxil and Deep 
Infrared Technology to combat 
counterfeiters.

TruScan Analyser, a hand-
held device is used to screen 
out counterfeit substances by 
analysing it for raw material 
identification and finished pro-
duction inspection, helping to 
provide cost-effective material 
quality control to pharmaceuti-
cal manufacturers and chemi-
cal companies.

In July 2014, NAFDAC 
issued a directive geared 
towards mopping up from 
circulation all anti-malarial 
and anti-biotic medicines that 
do not carry on their labels, 
the Mobile Authentication 
System (MAS) scratch and text 
authentication codes which 
were introduced since 2010 
and ordering compliance with 
the MAS deadline which has 
previously been shifted twice 
in the last three (3) years due 
to pleas for more time by a 
segment of the pharmaceuti-
cal industry.

The Mobile Authentication 
Service NAFDAC operates in as-
sociation with GSM companies 
in Nigeria enables consumers 
to confirm whether the drug 
they are about to buy is genuine 
using a mobile phone. A 10-digit 
is hidden under a panel on the 
drug; the consumer scratches 
it and sends an SMS to 38353 
to confirm the genuineness of 
the drug. In a few seconds she 
receives an SMS on her mobile 
phone stating whether the drug 
is original or fake.

These applications are in-
creasing in popularity as many 
consumers now go to pharma-
cies wielding their phones. 
Drug manufacturers have also 
gone beyond putting them 
from just anti-malaria drugs to 
many other types.  

Paul Orhii, a former NAF-
DAC director-general, said that 
the application of these tech-
nologies have helped to reduce 
the circulation levels of fake 
anti-malarial drugs from 64 
percent in 2010 to down pres-
ent level of about 3 percent.

Industry operators say it is 
a potent weapon in the battle 
against fake and adulterated 
drugs in Nigeria. Many phar-
maceutical companies have 
keyed into MAS. Consumers are 
calling on NAFDAC to provide 
a comprehensive list of all drugs 
that are MAS-enabled and sanc-
tion those yet to comply.

With about 34 million Nigerians at risk of fake 
drugs, increased application of smart technolo-
gies opens new vistas for regulatory oversight, 
writes ISAAC ANYAOGU  
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O
ne major campaign promise 
of Muhammadu Buhari as 
presidential candidate of the 
All Progressives Congress (APC) 
was that he would eliminate 

corruption in Nigeria if elected president.
“If we don’t kill corruption, this cor-

ruption will kill us,” Buhari told Nigerians 
during his campaign for the 2015 general 
elections.

He reiterated this in his inaugural speech 
on May 29, 2015, saying, “At home we face 
enormous challenges. Insecurity, pervasive 
corruption, the hitherto unending and 
seemingly impossible fuel and power short-
ages are the immediate concerns. We are 
going to tackle them head on. Nigerians will 
not regret that they have entrusted national 
responsibility to us. We must not succumb 
to hopelessness and defeatism. We can fix 
our problems.”

Buhari’s APC quickly made political 
capital out of that “kill corruption or it will 
kill us” mantra, especially as they saw in 
it an opportunity to further tar the then 
President Goodluck Jonathan’s already 
battered image, and many Nigerians also 
hailed Buhari for saying it the way it is.

The truth, however, is that Buhari was 
not saying anything new. Successive gov-
ernments in the country since the First 
Republic have always vowed to eliminate 
corruption from the polity while every 
military coup since Nzeogwu was justified 
by accusing the ousted regime of massive 
corruption.

As it was in the beginning
On January 15, 1966, a group of five ma-

jors led by Chukwuma Kaduna Nzeogwu 
truncated the First Republic in a bloody 
coup, accusing the civilian regime in the 
country of widespread corruption.

In his maiden broadcast on Radio Nige-
ria, Kaduna announcing the coup, Nzeo-
gwu said, “The aim of the Revolutionary 
Council is to establish a strong united and 
prosperous nation, free from corruption 
and internal strife.”

Nzeogwu went on to warn that brib-
ery or corruption, embezzlement, looting, 
among a long list of other offences, were all 
punishable by death sentence.

Though Nzeogwu and his fellow coup-
makers never got to rule the country, that 
coup marked the beginning of military 
encroachment into Nigerian politics. The 
country would thereafter grope through 13 
long and dark years of military dictatorship 
led by men who proved to be more corrupt 
than the civilian regime they ousted.

The military administrations of Johnson 
Aguiyi-Ironsi and Murtala Muhammed 
were short-lived. But the long reign of 
Yakubu Gowon (1966-1975) and Olusegun 
Obasanjo’s three-year rule (1976-1979) re-
corded cases of massive corruption.

For instance, the celebrated case of ce-
ment import racket, in which officials of 
the Defence Ministry and the Central Bank 
of Nigeria were accused of falsifying ships 
manifestos and inflating the amount of ce-
ment to be purchased, happened under the 
‘watchful’ eyes of Gowon, who was seen as 
too weak to fight the corrupt wolves sur-
rounding his government. Similarly, under 
the Obasanjo regime, during which major 
projects like building of new refineries, lay-
ing of pipelines, expansion of the national 
shipping and airlines, hosting of the Black 
and African Festival of Arts and Culture 
(FESTAC), among others, were carried out, 

One scandal involving the Buhari mili-
tary regime that has refused to go away is 
the controversial issue of 53 suitcases. The 
story goes that in 1984, the Buhari regime 
announced a change of Nigeria’s currency 
and ordered all luggage entering or leaving 
the country to be searched to ensure no 
currency was being smuggled. One writer 
sums it thus, “The 53 suitcases saga arose in 
1984 during the currency change exercise 
ordered by the Buhari junta when it or-
dered that every case arriving the country 
should be inspected irrespective of the 
status of the person behind such. The 53 
suitcases were, however, ferried through 
the Murtala Muhammed Airport without 
a customs check by soldiers allegedly at the 
behest of Major Mustapha Jokolo, the then 
aide-de-camp to Gen. Buhari. Atiku was at 
that time the Area Comptroller of Customs 
in charge of the Murtala Muhammed 
Airport.”

But it was during the regime of Ibra-
him Babangida (IBB) that corruption was 
legalized and upgraded to the unenviable 
status of a state policy. Drug dealing, money 
laundering, advance fee fraud (419) and 
other financial crimes as well as routine dis-
bursement of vehicles and cash gifts to earn 
loyalty became the order of the day. The 
IBB era saw the emergence of a new crop 
of extremely wealthy Nigerians, includ-
ing military officers, without a discernible 
source of income. Many of them were “IBB 
Boys”, a euphemistic term for those whom 
the Minna, Niger State-born general used 
as fronts for his dirty deals. But the biggest 
scandal of the era was the missing $12.4 
billion Gulf War oil windfall which has 
remained unaccounted for till this day.

The Sani Abacha junta (1993-1998) was 
a defining moment for military dictator-
ship in Nigeria and the regime took official 
corruption to new heights. After Abacha’s 
sudden death in 1998, investigations uncov-
ered loots amounting to several billions in 
foreign currencies scattered across banks 
in world capitals.

Nigeria and the widening gyre of 
official corruption
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most of these projects were seen as conduits 
for siphoning of public funds as well as 
enrichment of party loyalists. There were 
also the land grab issue under the Operation 
Feed the Nation (OFN) initiative using the 
instrumentality of the Land Use Decree, 
the ITT scandals which Afrobeat legend 
Fela Anikulapo-Kuti sang about (remember 
International Thief-Thief), and, indeed, 
a certain $2.8 billion that allegedly grew 
wings and flew out of the Midland Bank, 
London account of the Nigerian National 
Petroleum Corporation (NNPC).

The Shehu Shagari civilian administra-
tion which took over from the military 
in 1979 reeked of pervasive corruption. It 
was during this period that some federal 
buildings went into flames following in-
vestigations into the finances of the officials 
working in the buildings. The notorious 
rice import licence scandal also happened 
during this era.

Indeed, it was during this time that 
Chinua Achebe wrote The Trouble with 
Nigeria (1983), in which he stated that “cor-
ruption in Nigeria has passed the alarming 
and entered the fatal stage; and Nigeria will 
die if we keep pretending that she is only 
slightly indisposed”.

Referring to a story in the National 
Concord of May 16, 1983 with the headline 
“Fraud at P&T”, Achebe quoted the then 
Federal Minister of Communication, Audu 
Ogbe, as revealing that the Federal Govern-
ment was losing N50 million every month 
as salaries to non-existent workers.

“In the course of one year then Nigeria 
loses N600 million in this particular racket…
With N600 million Nigeria could build two 
more international airports like Murtala 
Muhammed Airport in Lagos; or if r are not 
keen on more airports the money could buy 
us three refineries; or build us a dual express 
motorway from Lagos to Kaduna; or pay the 
salary of 10,000 workers on grade level 01 
for forty years,” Achebe wrote.

He also drew attention to an editorial in 
The Daily Times of the same day, titled “The 

Fake Importers”, which highlighted “a story 
of Nigerian importers who having applied 
for and obtained scarce foreign exchange 
from the Central bank ostensibly to pay for 
raw materials overseas, leave the money 
in their banks abroad and ship to Lagos 
containers of mud and sand”.

When Buhari wrested power from 
Shagari through a military coup on De-
cember 31, 1983, he said in his broadcast 
on January 1, 1984 that “corruption has 
become so pervasive and intractable that a 
whole ministry has been created to stem it”.

“While corruption and indiscipline 
have been associated with our state of 
under-development, these two evils in our 
body-politic have attained unprecedented 
height in the past few years. The corrupt, 
inept and insensitive leadership in the last 
four years has been the source of immoral-
ity and impropriety in our society,” he said.

Yet, when Ibrahim Babangida took over 
the reins of power in a military coup in 
August 1985, he told the nation that “events 
today indicate that most of the reasons 
which justified the military takeover of 
government from the civilians still persist”.

“When in December 1983, the former 
military leadership, headed by Major-
General Muhammadu Buhari, assumed 
the reins of government, its accession was 
heralded in the history of this country. 
With the nation at the mercy of political 
misdirection and on the brink of economic 
collapse, a new sense of hope was created 
in the minds of every Nigerian,” Babangida 
said in his August 27, 1985 broadcast to the 
nation.

“Since January 1984, however, we have 
witnessed a systematic denigration of that 
hope. It was stated then that mismanage-
ment of political leadership and a gen-
eral deterioration in the standard of living, 
which had subjected the common man to 
intolerable suffering, were the reasons for 
the intervention. Nigerians have since then 
been under a regime that continued with 
those trends,” he said.

CHUKS OLUIGBO

President Muhammadu Buhari Shehu Shagari



Sunday 21 August 2016 SUNDAYBD 13

Feature
As recent as 2013, it was reported that 

the Federal Government recovered a total 
of €22.5 million from the confiscation on 
money laundered by Abacha, while a total 
of €175 million was also recovered from the 
Abacha family following a confiscation or-
der by the Supreme Court of Liechtenstein. 
This was besides about $1 billion volun-
tarily returned to the Federal Government 
in 1999 by members of the Abacha family 
and some of their accomplices, another $1 
billion (out of the $1.1 billion that had been 
identified, traced and frozen) the Abacha 
family agreed to return to the Obasanjo 
administration in 2002, the sum of $700 
million in several Swiss banks which the 
Swiss government said had been returned 
as at December 2012, another $640 million 
that was frozen, among numerous others, 
both discovered and undiscovered.

Even though the Abdusalami Abuba-
kar administration was short-lived (June 
1998-May 1999), there are suspicions that 
the now white-bearded general took great 
advantage of the pandemonium in the 
country to enrich himself and members of 
his inner circle. His regime is also implicated 
in the major Halliburton scandal.

The PDP years, 1999-2015
The 16 years the People’s Democratic 

Party (PDP) occupied Nigeria’s presidency 
have been aptly described as “the years of 
locusts and caterpillars” due to the wide-
spread corruption the country witnessed 
in those years. From Olusegun Obasanjo 
to Umaru Musa Yar’Adua to Goodluck 
Jonathan, the story was the same. Though 
the Obasanjo administration set up the 
Economic and Financial Crimes Commis-
sion (EFCC) and the Independent Corrupt 
Practices and Other Related Offences 
Commission (ICPC), which has a mission 
“to rid Nigeria of corruption through lawful 
enforcement and preventive measures”, as 
tools to fight against corruption in the coun-
try, the agencies turned out to be tools for 
witch-hunting political opponents.

The administration itself was mired in 
corruption’s messy mud. Cases of corrup-
tion under Obasanjo include the KBR and 
Siemens bribery scandals, Transcorp shares 
scandal, the huge billions that went down 
the drain in the power sector reforms and 
refurbishment of oil refineries, among 
several others.

From the year 2000 to 2014, Nigeria 
ranked in the league of most corrupt coun-
tries in the world based on Transparency 
International’s Corruption Perception In-
dex, only making slight improvements and 
relapsing to the bottom rung along the way.

The Yar’Adua administration, though 
quite brief, had its own baggage of corrup-
tion scandals, but it was the Jonathan ad-
ministration that redefined official corrup-
tion in the country. Under Jonathan, there 
were allegations of unremitted funds by 
the NNPC, the $250 million BMW purchase 
by the then aviation minister, the trillion-
naira petrol subsidy scam, the Malibu 
Oil International scandal, among several 
others. But the most stunning thing about 
corruption under the Jonathan regime was 
the impunity and brazenness of it all and 
the president’s inability or unwillingness 
to rein in the greed of the hawks within 
his cabinet.

Indeed, in his letter to the then President 
Jonathan entitled “Before it is too late”, 
Obasanjo said: “As Head of Government, the 
buck of the performance and non-perfor-
mance stops on your table and let nobody 
tell you anything to the contrary. Most of 
our friends and development partners are 
worried and they see what we pretend to 
cover up. They are worried about issue 
of security internally and on our coastal 
waters including heavy oil theft, alias bun-
kering and piracy. They are worried about 
corruption and what we are doing or not 
doing about it. Corruption has reached the 
level of impunity. It is also necessary to be 
mindful that corruption and injustice are 

fertile breeding ground for terrorism and 
political instability.

“And if you are not ready to name, 
shame, prosecute and stoutly fight against 
corruption, whatever you do will be hollow. 
It will be a laughing matter.”

Since the inauguration of the Buhari 
administration in May 2015, several new 
allegations of corruption have emerged 
against the Jonathan government, and 
some key officials of the Jonathan govern-
ment as well as PDP members are currently 
being detained or investigated over allega-
tions of corrupt practices and misappropria-
tion of fund, the most prominent being the 
$2.1 billion arms deal involving the former 
National Security Adviser, Sambo Dasuki. 
Indeed, the Buhari administration, which 
actually claimed that the Jonathan govern-
ment left behind an empty treasury, has 
used what it terms “massive looting of the 
treasury” under Jonathan to justify its own 
ineptitude.

Buhari’s anti-corruption fight
There has been so much noise about the 

Buhari administration’s fight against cor-
ruption. Though the jury is still out on the 
sincerity or otherwise of the anti-graft war, 
which is one of the three cardinal points 
on which the administration hinged its 
campaign, analysts have observed that the 
way the war is going, there are signs that 
the Buhari administration won’t achieve 
any milestone but may end up more corrupt 
than those before it.

The analysts say apart from the hullaba-
loo and media trials of those being alleged 
of corrupt practices, there is neither real 
investigation nor prosecution going on. 
They also allege that the Buhari presidency 
is shielding corrupt members of the ruling 
APC while witch-hunting members of the 
opposition PDP. Specifically, they point to 
the harsh treatment meted out to Sambo 
Dasuki, Olisa Metuh and other officials of 
the Jonathan government which contra-
dicts the kid-glove handling of the allega-
tions of misconduct involving the Chief 
of Army Staff, Tukur Buratai, Minister of 
Transport, Rotimi Amaechi, and Minister 
of Interior, Abdulrahman Dambazau.

The analysts also accuse the Buhari gov-
ernment of nepotism, a form of corruption, 
especially in his appointments of person to 
key government offices.

Why corruption thrives
Among numerous reasons why corrup-

tion thrives in Nigeria, analysts believe the 

most striking is the total absence of any 
form of deterrence. Though there are anti-
graft/anti-corruption laws in the country, 
analysts believe that because these laws are 
not implemented to the letter or at all, the 
incentives to be corrupt outweigh the dis-
incentives. As such, corruption continues 
to thrive in spite of existing anti-corruption 
laws because there is no fear of conse-
quences. And this has been the situation 
since independence.

“Although Nigeria is without any shad-
ow of doubt one of the most corrupt nations 
in the world, there has not been one high 
public officer in the twenty-three years 
of our independence who has been made 
to face the music for official corruption,” 
Achebe wrote in 1983.

“And so, from fairly timid manifestations 
in the 1960s, corruption has grown bold and 
ravenous, as with each succeeding regime, 
our public servants have become more 
reckless and blatant,” he wrote.

What Buhari should do

In a report, “Impact of Corruption on Ni-
geria’s Economy”, PricewaterhouseCoopers 
(PwC) estimates that “corruption in Nigeria 
could cost up to 37% of GDP by 2030 if it’s 
not dealt with immediately”.

“This cost is equated to around $1,000 
per person in 2014 and nearly $2,000 per 
person by 2030. The boost in average in-
come that we estimate, given the current 
per capita income, can significantly im-
prove the lives of many in Nigeria,” it adds.

Indeed, not a few Nigerians believe 
in Buhari’s personal integrity and moral 
rectitude, though this is still a matter of 
conjecture as recent events have shown. 
However, assuming but not conceding 
that Buhari is personally incorruptible, 
what about those in his government and 
party, many of who, in any case, are former 
members of the PDP and served in differ-
ent capacities in PDP governments at both 
the federal and state levels between 1999 
and 2007?

Moreover, as Achebe pointed out, help-
less integrity has always failed to solve the 
problem of rampant corruption.

“As we have sunk more and more deeply 
into the quagmire [of corruption], we have 
been ‘blessed’ with a succession of leaders 
who are said to possess impeccable personal 
integrity but unfortunately are surrounded 
by sharks and crooks,” Achebe wrote.

Assuming this is the situation Buhari 
currently finds himself, what must the 
president do now?

In The Trouble with Nigeria, Achebe 
admonished the then President Shagari 
thus: “But to initiate change the President of 
this country must take, and be seen to take, 
a decisive first step of ridding his adminis-
tration of all persons on whom the slightest 
wind of corruption and scandal has blown. 
When he can summon up the courage to do 
that, he will find himself grown overnight 
to such stature and authority that he will 
become Nigeria’s leader, not just its presi-
dent. Only then can he take on and conquer 
corruption in the nation.”

This admonition, offered 33 years ago, 
may well be more relevant today than 
when it was first given. And indeed, this 
is the path President Buhari must urgently 
take if his anti-corruption crusade won’t 
amount to “a tale told by an idiot, full of 
sound and fury signifying nothing” (apolo-
gies to Shakespeare). If he looks closely, 
there may even be massive corruption 
going on right now under his very nose.
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Corruption fight, why not try  the Rawlings’ approach?

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE

A
s corruption tenden-
cies run deep and 
wide in the country, 
particularly in polit-
ical circles, and even 

under a government of change, 
whose driver (the President) “be-
longs to nobody and for nobody”, 
some prominent Nigerians have 
advocated the Jerry Rawlings 
approach, saying that “without 
shedding of blood, there will be 
no remission of Nigerian’s sin”. 

Rawlings was head of state 
in Ghana when he carried out 
a “House cleaning” exercise of 
1979 against corruption which 
led to the execution of Lt. Gen. 
Afrifa, Gen. Acheampong, Lt. 
Gen. Akuffo, Major Gen. E. K. 
Utuka, Gen Frederick William 
Kwasi, Rear-Admiral Amedume 
and two other senior officers.

President Muhammadu Bu-
hari rode to power on the crest 
of pledge to weed corruption off 
the Nigerian body polity. Before 
he arrived the scene, corruption 
had eaten so deeply into the fab-
rics of the nation’s life so badly 
that the image of the country has 
slumped on the international 
scene and the outside world ap-
ply extra caution when dealing 
with citizens of Nigeria.

Fifteen months after he 
mounted the saddle, the Buhari 
administration has continued 
with the slap-on-the-wrist ap-
proach to graft-fighting which 
has never deterred those whose 
thieving activities have left 
the country prostrate and the 
masses pauperised. 

Those accused of corruptly 
enriching themselves in mind-
boggling proportion have con-
tinued to move about as if noth-
ing was amiss. Some who are un-
der the Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission (EFCC) radar 
have continued to go in and out 
of court, with endless proceed-
ings and injunctions. Although 
there are strong evidences of 
criminality against such cat-
egory of persons, a good number 
of them have been left off the 
hook simply because they were 
said to have secretly returned 
part of their loots while they sit 
prettily on greater part of the 
ill-gotten wealth.

To stem the ugly tide of mind-
less looting of the common 
wealth, many observers wonder 
if it would not be germane for 
the current administration to 
look to the possibility of apply-
ing the Jerry Rawlings approach.  

 
Why we did it - Rawlings
The former Ghanaian mili-

tary leader recently told stu-
dents in the Volta region where 
he spoke as a guest of honour 
at the closing ceremony of the 

regional camp of the Interna-
tional Youth Fellowship at the 
Adidome Senior High School 
that the ‘purge’ was necessary 
to cleanse the country of corrup-
tion at the time.

“ We had no choic e.  We 
thought let two go. Acheampong 
and a certain Utuka, very corrupt 
Generals. They were sacrificed. 
It was not enough. Ladies and 
gentlemen, 10 days later, we 
had to sacrifice another six and 
some of the Commanders were 
innocent good people but it had 
to be done because the rage in the 
country was too high, too much.

“When the explosion hap-
pened in 1979, asks anybody, 
your older folks, your parents, ‘let 
the blood flow’ was the signature 
tune of those days. You know, 
when you humiliate people to 
the extent that I have seen over 
and over in this country - it hap-
pened in France, the Revolution 
in Russia, etc. In Ghana we even 
managed to contain it. When you 
humiliate people to that extent, 
you take away their dignity and 
respect, the day they explode, you 
can give them the diamond…they 
will kick it right back in your face 
and they’ll want your neck, your 
blood. That is what we witnessed 
in those days in ‘79,” he told his 
host.

 
Good, but...
Balarabe Musa, a former gov-

ernor of old Kaduna State, told 
BDSUNDAY in an interview that 
of a truth, a former presidential 
candidate once promised to 
adopt the Rawlings’ approach 
in Nigeria in fighting corruption, 
stressing that there are still such 
sacred cows that President Bu-
hari cannot arrest who are still 
holding the country to ransom.

He however, explained, that 
before Nigeria can resort to 
the Rawlings’ approach, efforts 
should first be directed at chang-
ing the social economic system 
of the country from self interest 
to public interest, adding that 
the Nigerian situation of today 
in terms corruption is far worse 
than what obtained in the then 
Ghana before Jerry Rawlings 
adopted the ruthless approach.  

“We need to first change the 
system that protects sacred cows 
in Nigeria to a system where 
anyone who commits offence 
against the state, irrespective of 
political party and religious af-
filiation is made to face the full 
wrath of the law,” said Musa.

Asked if there is a daring 
Nigerian who can adopt the 
Rawlings’ approach in fight-
ing corruption, he said: “Let us 
remember that a presidential 
candidate in this country once 
promised to deal ruthlessly with 
former leaders who looted the 
nation’s treasury. But we still 
have such Nigerians who can do 

that type of thing; but how do we 
find them? That will be our main 
challenge.

“But before we go the way 
of the then Ghana under Jerry 
Rawlings, we should first ex-
plore the option of changing 
the system that brought us to 
where we are today. Govern-
ment should take the leading 
role in our economy and give the 
private sector its rightful place. If 
we don’t change the system, no 
matter whoever gets on the cor-
ridor of power will be messed up. 
The Nigerian condition is very 
negative,” he said.

 
 ‘Approach too crude in 21st 

Century Nigeria’
 Wole Akala, executive direc-

tor, First Marina Trust Limited, 
a former chairperson, Lekki 
Residents Association (LRA), told 
BDSUNDAY that the Rawlings’ 
corruption fight approach may 
be viewed too crude by the 
international community, and 
advised the current Nigerian 
government to strive to institu-
tionalise administration of jus-
tice to those convicted of looting 
the nation’s treasury.

“Why I will not canvass the 
Rawlings’ approach is that those 
who were killed were not tried 
and convicted in the court of 
law. Jerry Rawlings was more 
like a thug. The world has also 
moved beyond that era. We must 

not line up past leaders who 
looted the country’s treasury 
before we can deal with endemic 
corruption in the system. 

“What I am saying is that we 
don’t need to line them up and 
kill them like Rawlings did in 
Ghana, I am not ruling out capital 
punishment or death penalty 
for corrupt officials. What the 
government should do now is to 
ensure that corrupt individuals 
are adequately punished. The 
punishment must be commensu-
rate with the crime committed. 
There should be an institution-
alised penalty for corruption. 
The method of administering 
justice to corrupt officials should 
be institutionalised,” he said.

He noted that the major 
reason corruption-related be-
haviour like budget padding 
still permeate both the nation’s 
economic and political spaces is 
because people believe they can 
get away with crime through 
whatever means, adding that 
until there is written capital 
punishment for corruption, the 
tendency to steal public funds 
will still be high.   

But Nelson Okonoboh, a uni-
versity student in Edo State, 
told BDSUNDAY that Rawlings’ 
actions at the time helped Ghana 
to come to path of development 
in every sector of the economy, 
saying that he sincerely hopes 
that similar actions should take 

Rawlings

•Balarabe Musa blames system that promotes sacred cows
‘Nigerian situation worse now than when Rawlings applied the approach’
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place in Nigeria, given the high 
level of corruption in the coun-
try.

“Nigeria is a nation where 
justice is hardly obtained. Those 
who put the nation into bondage 
for personal gains are above the 
law of the country, and are going 
about unquestioned. In Nigeria 
today, poverty is walking across 
the country.

“For how long will vast ma-
jority of Nigerians continue to 
suffer in the midst of plenty? 
Since independence, Nigerian 
leadership appears to be self-
serving at the expense of the 
entire citizenry; and the problem 
has remained,” he lamented.  

 
 Desperate problem, desper-

ate approach
 In his opinion article some 

years back, precisely ahead of 
the 2014 National Conference, 
a newspaper columnist, Femi 
Aribisala, rightly pointed out 
that discussions about how to 
address the malaise of corrup-
tion in Nigeria would feature as 
was the case in past gatherings.

Aribisala had noted that 
“many Nigerians are convinced 
that the fail-safe solution to Ni-
geria’s endemic corruption is ‘the 
Jerry Rawlings solution.’”

Jerry Rawlings, as head-of-
state of Ghana, had gathered 
together six of Ghana’s “(mis)
leaders” and had them publicly 
shot by firing-squad.

While advocating the Rawl-
ings approach to halting the 
cancer of corruption in Nigeria, 
Aribisala said: “It would go a long 
way to decimate the number of 

prospective politicians. Quite a 
number of people would come 
to realise that they would be 
caught dead if they were to run 
for public office. It would ensure 
that Nigerian politicians reach 

the conclusion that corruption 
is a short-cut to the mortuary. 
Corruption would become more 
deadly than AIDS and cancer. 
It would be a disincentive for 
rigging elections. What would 

be the point if public office only 
gives you a visa to go to see your 
ancestors prematurely? Our poli-
ticians would prefer to be uni-
versity lecturers once again. The 
president of the Senate would be 

forced to be a barber in his spare 
time, to make ends meet.”

According to him, a special 
burial place should be provided 
for such “misleaders”.

“All the affected politicians 
would be buried in a specially 
prepared national cemetery, 
which would quickly become 
a tourist attraction. The list of 
those buried there would be a 
kind of who-is-who in Nigeria 
of the recent past. Applications 
should not be entertained from 
all and sundry for burial at this 
special cemetery. We don’t want 
people dying of natural causes to 
seek the glory and honour be-
longing only to misguided politi-
cians. At the gate, we could have 
a caption which reads something 
like this: ‘Here lie some of the 
greatest political misleaders 
Nigeria has ever seen…Good 
riddance to bad rubbish.”

He is of the opinion that in the 
event the Rawlings approach is 
considered too harsh, we could 
“just gather together 20,000 
prominent members of Nige-
ria’s political ‘lootocracy’ and 
put them one-by-one in ‘Ghana 
must go!”

It would be recalled that Fari-
da Waziri, a former chairman 
of the Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission (EFCC) said: 
“If some 20 high-profile offend-
ers are tried and sentenced to 
death, this will send shock waves 
to Nigerians and curb both the 
impunity and intolerable preva-
lence of corruption in Nigeria.”

Unlike Nigeria where elected 
officials are never convicted for 
abuse of office, in many parts of 
the world including some parts 
of Africa, leaders have been 
sent to jail or hanged for offence 
committed against the state. In 
Egypt for instance, prosecutors 
charged that Mohammed Morsi, 
a former president, and other 
leaders in the Muslim Brother-
hood conspired with foreign 
Islamist organisations to storm 
prisons during the 2011 upris-
ing that toppled long-time ruler, 
Hosny Mubarak.

Morsi, Egypt’s first demo-
cratically elected president who 
was overthrown in July 2013 
by then-army chief, President 
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, has been 
convicted of numerous charges 
in four trials. He was sentenced 
to death in June 2015 along with 
other defendants over mass 
prison breaks and attacks against 
the police. But reports say Egyp-
tian court will begin examining 
two appeals in October filed by 
Morsi.

Similarly, Ehud Olmert, for-
mer Israeli prime minister, has 
already begun a 19-month jail 
sentence, becoming the first 
former Israeli prime minister to 
go to prison.

Olmert was handed a six-year 
sentence in 2014 after being 
convicted of bribery charges 
relating to his time as Mayor of 
Jerusalem. This was reduced to 
18 months in December, but an 
extra month was added in Feb-
ruary for obstruction of justice.Morsi

Ehud-Olmert of Israel
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It’s unfair to say the President can’t 
manage economy – Garba Shehu
Garba Shehu is the Senior Special Assistant to the President on Media and Publicity. 
In this interview with ELIZABETH ARCHIBONG at the State House Abuja, he spoke on 
various issues including the Chibok girls swap deal and the economy, asking Nigerians 
to support the President in his efforts to take the country to greater heights. Excerpts:
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Shehu

N
igerians are com-
p l a i n i n g  t h a t 
there is so much 
hardship in town 
and the economy 

does not seem to be working, 
how would you react to that?

The President does not deny 
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that there is hardship in the 
country and there are several 
measures that the government is 
taking in order to ameliorate this 
hardship. The best thing to do 
to help this country is not to be 
looking for whom to blame. Yes, 
there is hardship in the country; 
the sentiment is being aggra-
vated from what we are seeing 
by opposition politicians and 
very rich Nigerians who are be-
ing investigated for corruption. 
These forces have money and 
enormous resources available 
to them, the size of which can 
be a threat to national security 
and they are deploying these re-
sources in order to ‘black-paint’ 
the government.

So they forget to look at the 
bigger picture, the oil price on 
which the country depended for 
foreign exchange, they know it 
is no longer the same. So if you 
have 10 bags of rice that you 
used to bring every month to 
feed your family and now you 
are able to bring only three bags 
per month, it can’t be said that 
things will remain the same, this 
is the situation the country is in 
now. This country sold oil for up 
to $140 per barrel and the thing 
came down to less than $30 per 
barrel at some point, so it is un-
reasonable to assume that things 
will remain the same. Look at all 
the sabotage that is taking place 
on oil infrastructure in the Niger 
Delta area which has cut the na-
tion’s output by unto 40percent.

Now the critics who are at-
tacking President Muhammadu 
Buhari for the economic situa-
tion in the country if they are 
leaders or statesmen and re-
spected citizens, let them tell us 
what have they done to stop this 
pipeline vandalism? The people 
who are doing these sabotage 
they are members of communi-
ties, they come from families, 
local governments and states.

The people who are saying 
Buhari is not able to manage 
the economy, what have they 
done to help him to manage 
the sabotage that is going on? 
Everybody is sitting down and 
looking at President Buhari’s 
face, saying go and solve it; this 
thing is affecting everyone. Even 
Delta which is the third largest 
producer of oil and one of the 
richest states in the country, 
some weeks ago said salaries 
can no longer be guaranteed. So 
people should look at the big-
ger picture and see how we can 
solve these problems together 
so that we can move forward. 
The President has already made 
a statement from day one, he 
said this country has made the 
wrong choices in dealing with 
the economy by relying on oil 
alone and ignoring agriculture, 
solid minerals and even human 

resources development. We 
have missed every opportunity 
to grow our economy and to 
move this country into a devel-
oped economy and we hope that 
the policies that are being put in 
place now will regenerate agri-
culture, already it is working we 
are seeing promises of good har-
vest this year. The effect of that 
would mean that there would 
be food, a lot of it in the country 
and prices will come down and 
so long as the people have what 
to eat, I think that the country 
would be easier to manage than 
when they are hungry. So there 
are good prospects in the air.

Critics say that the President 
pays more attention to fighting 
corruption than putting more 
efforts into revitalising the 
economy; what do you have to 
say about that?

How can you revitalise the 
economy if it is corruption rid-
den? Corruption is a powerful 
movement in this country and it 
has the capacity to fight back and 
undermine the government and 
that is what we are witnessing. 
Look we read articles in news-
papers of Nigerians with their 
pictures saying bring back cor-
ruption. How more heartless can 
people be? A situation where they 
will give money say go and buy 
weapons to go and fight terrorists 
and people will share that money 
on the table as if they are seated 
to have dinner and they transfer 
money directly from government 
coffers to their personal accounts, 
is that how to grow the country? 
So we are watching them and we 
are reading all of the things they 
are saying. We have not seen one 
country which has been grown 
by corruption and Nigeria will not 
be that country.

On the budget padding issue, 
there are insinuations that the 
President may have signed the 
copy of the budget that also 
contained some of the disputed 
insertions. Is this true?

If they have evidence of that 
let them bring it, for all we can 
see, the President’s representa-

tive, the Senior Special Assistant 
to the President on Budgetary 
matters said that the budget 
signed by the President is not a 
padded budget. We believe him 
and if anybody has a contrary in-
formation let them present it, but 
as it is the President is busy imple-
menting the budget as passed by 
the National Assembly and we 
are not looking for distractions.

Is the government really bor-
rowing to pay salaries?

The minister of finance has 
said it, that there is a shortfall in 
our earnings and it is being made 
up by borrowing to pay. So there 
is no question about it.

And how long do you think 
this would continue?

You know that they have 
painted a very optimistic picture 
of the economy. Yes, we are in 
a recession now but they have 
given an indication that by the 
last quarter of the year the coun-
try would come out of recession. 
And we hope everything comes 
together and works out that way.

How long can Nigerians 
wait? They are saying all they 
have seen are failed and broken 
promises…

Failed promise and broken 
promises from whom? If they are 
talking about President Buhari, 
he has only been in office for 
barely a year now; this is a coun-
try whose population endured 
the 16 years of pillage by the 
PDP. There was no distinction 
between what belonged to the 
public and what belonged to the 

individual and that is how they 
ran the country. So this man 
who came and tried to rectify all 
of the wrong doing, people are 
putting him on the spot to say 
fix it now. No. They should have 
known that it is much easier to 
destroy than to build and we had 
16 years of unbroken destruction 
of the economy and we are living 
with the fallout now. So as they 
say that the ticket collector is at 
the end of the escalator, you keep 
accumulating these problems, 
stealing as if the resources will 
never end, spending as if there 
is no end, saving nothing for the 
rainy day and now people have 
come to realise that this is the 
damage that has been done and 
they have to live with it.

President Muhammadu Bu-
hari deserves support; he de-
serves to be given the chance for 
his policies to work. He is just one 
year and three months in office 
now and a lot of the policies are 
just coming on stream now. We 
had a lot of back and forth on the 
budget, it is only two or so months 

Continues on page 18
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The President does not deny that 
there is hardship in the country and 
there are several measures that the 

government is taking in order to ame-
liorate this hardship. The best thing 

to do to help this country is not to be 
looking for whom to blame
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ago that actual implementation 
began and you can see that a 
number of these policies includ-
ing employment, payments to the 
poor, the social welfare package, 
the first of its kind in the history 
of this country, we never had a 
welfare package for our citizens, 
a form of social security. These 
things are taking off. Recruitment 
forms are being filled, screening 
is ongoing now and data is being 
collated on who is to receive pay-
ment using credible international 
support to screen out lazy people 
to benefit from supplement in-
tended for the poorest of the poor. 
So, a lot of innovation is coming, 
a lot of support and welfarism as 
manifested in the budget is being 
implemented. It will take a bit of 
time for these things to impact, 
but as we go on we are hoping 
that maybe by the last quarter of 
the year people will begin to see 
these benefits.

On the excuse that the Presi-
dent did not envisage the level 
of challenges he met on ground, 
isn’t that a defeatist stand?

They are entitled to say what 
they want, but the truth of the 
matter is that the problems of 
the country were just being 
papered over. People were being 
blinded by sloganeering, that this 
is the biggest economy on the 
continent, but beneath all of that 
claim was a massive stealing and 
sabotage. Crude oil will be lifted 
from Nigerian shores, it will dock 
at a private harbour somewhere 
in Europe or Asia and drained 
and the proceeds from the sales of 
the crude put directly into public 
account. Is that how to help the 
country? Is that how to develop 
Nigeria? So people have to realise 
that these are not things that the 
past government would write in 
their handover notes to say that 
you gave us $2.1billion dollars 
to go and buy weapons but we 
shared it to PDP members, they 
did not write that in the hando-
ver notes it is investigations that 
is bringing that and the crude oil 
theft even on the high seas, it is 
now we are talking to insurance 
companies all over the world, 
shipping lines and banks and 
national governments and they 
are volunteering information to 
the President.

That yes, A,B,C tanker left Ni-
gerian shores and when it went 
into the high seas they changed 
the records and they moved it 
in a different direction and the 
money was shared amongst the 
party leaders. These are the kind 
of things you had and these are 

not contained in the handover 
notes. So are they going to blame 
President Buhari for discover-
ing these things now? The rot 
is deep, it is widespread and 
they concealed it, but it is only 
thorough investigation that is 
bringing these things out.

There are allegations of nepo-
tism and that the President 
is tearing the country apart 
towards tribal lines with his 

appointments. What can you 
say about this?

The President has thousands 
of appointments to make and we 
believe it is a mistake for anyone 
to take the first or second wave 
of appointments to pass such a 
profound judgment as to level 
accusations as weighty as we 
are receiving. I think that what 
needs to be done is to look at the 
entire profile of government’s 
appointments and on balance 

when you look at the distribu-
tion of Chief Executive Officers 
and the Council of ministers 
and all of that, you will see that 
no section of the constitution of 
the country is breached. Either 
geopolitical or state, there is no 
breach in all of that. We have the 
numbers, we are not engaging 
in an exchange with the critics 
because we don’t think that it is 
a matter that needs to be digni-
fied with a presidential response.

This is a president who has 
come, for the first time in the 
history of the country and he 
has not replaced up to 30percent 
of the Chief Executive Officers 
he met in the strong belief that 
everyone is a Nigerian and that 
because they were put there by 
the opposition PDP before he 
came into office does not mean 
that they do not have contribu-
tions to make to this country. A 
lot of them with the termed ten-
ures you would realise that they 
have been allowed to serve out 
their terms. So the President is 
not fairly judged by people who 
are accusing him of nepotism. I 
guess discerning people when 
they look at the distribution of 
federal jobs they will see that 
the President has not tampered 
with…if anything he needs to do 
more to balance things up to help 
sections of the country that are 
feeling under-represented .

On the Chibok girls swap is-
sue, is the President willing to 
take that step?

The President more than 
any other thing needs partners 
for peace in the North East. He 
needs people to talk to. You 
can’t just hide your face behind 
a video and ask that people 
should open prisons and release 
detainees, whether you bring it 
to the table yourself. Does that 
prove that you in the video are a 
credible person or that you have 
the mandate of the movement 
or that you have these girls in 
your possession? You don’t have 
that evidence. The President is 
willing to sit down to negotiate 
unconditionally, without pre-
conditions with anybody that is 
willing to show that they have 
the mandate of the Boko Haram 
movement and that they have 
the girls, let them step forward, 
let them present themselves for 
discussions and the government 
will discuss with them.

It has been alleged that the 
President is the hand behind 
the scene of the problems rock-
ing the PDP; how would you 
respond to that?

The crisis in the PDP is a God-
sent. They mismanaged this 
country, they had the chance to 
run this country, well, they failed 
to do it. The fact they are divided 
and broken, let them reflect on 
what they did in office and see 
whether they can make amends 
and the starting point will be for 
them to apologise to Nigerians 
for all of the things that they 
did, then they can work back to 
relevance or else God has a way of 
punishing you now or later. What 
they are seeing now is God-sent.

They are entitled to say what they want, but the truth of 
the matter is that the problems of the country were just 

being papered over. People were being blinded by slogan-
eering, that this is the biggest economy on the continent, 
but beneath all of that claim was a massive stealing and 

sabotage

Shehu



C
oncerned about 
the illiquidity 
and the high 
cost of funds 

in Nigeria’s mortgage 
system, the Federal Gov-
ernment under former 
President Goodluck 
Jonathan, on January 16, 
2014, launched the Nige-
rian Mortgage Refinance 
Company (NMRC) which 
many believe is styled af-
ter the Fannie Mae in the 
United States of America 
(USA).

A company conceived 
by the government but 
led by the private sector, 
NMRC was set up solely 
to drive liquidity into 
the mortgage system by 
refinancing mortgages 
originated by primary 
mortgage lenders. It is 
also aimed to create jobs, 
enable development of 
low income housing, 
among others.

In spite of all these, 
many people do not 
know much about this 
company, hence this 

CHUKA UROKO

every head, particu-
larly the lower end of the 
market, NMRC partners 
real estate developers and 
international institutions 
such as IFC to develop 
mass housing rent-to-
own scheme which 
enables Nigerians to own 
the homes they rent,

Lower income Ni-
gerians will ultimately 
own the houses they live 
in after 15 to 20 years 
of paying rent. It needs 
to be pointed out that 
NMRC and FMBN are 
different. The NMRC is 
private sector-driven. 
Parties that are involved 
include the World Bank, 
through the International 
Finance Corporation (IFC) 
; the Mortgage Bankers’ 
Association of Nigeria( 
MBAN); the Central Bank 
of Nigeria ( CBN); and of 
course the Federal Min-
istry of Finance, besides 
DFID GEMS 2 and 3.

effort at bringing to the 
fore a few things an aver-
age Nigerian, especially 
a home-seeker, should 
know about the company.

Reduction in Mortgage 
Rate: All other things 
being equal, the greatest 
news is that the current 
mortgage rate that fluctu-
ates between 18 and 22 
percent in the country 
will drop to between 9 
-14 percent and what  
this means is that more 
people will be able to 
access mortgages and pay 
within a relatively conve-
nient 20-year period.

Affordable Housing: It 
has always been argued 
that the transactions in 
Nigeria’s housing sector 
account for just about 
5 percent of the market 
potential and this is 
even within the luxury-
high-to-mid market. The 
reason the remaining 95 
percent is left out is be-
cause there is no effective 
demand here due to high 
interest rate on mortgag-
es, unemployment and 
job insecurity. But with 

the NMRC, it is hoped 
that a substantial number 
of people in the mid-low 
will become landlords.

Jobs, jobs and more 
jobs: It is estimated that 
Nigeria requires an aver-
age of one million houses 
annually for the next 17 
years to be able to meet 
its housing needs. How-
ever, the NMRC estimates 
an annual 75, 000 homes 
with an attendant 30,000 
direct and 488,000 indi-
rect jobs after the initial 
project period. What this 
means is that those who 
cannot afford a lease-
to-own house now can 
afford, at least, a decent 
living.

For the real estate 
industry, the coming of 
NMRC has strengthened 
the industry and with 
re-capitalisation of the 
Primary Mortgage Banks 
(PMBs), the company is 
set to implement one of 
its objectives to raise the 
number of completed 
mortgages from the 
current 20,000 units to 
200,000 units. These will 

see other sectors such 
as development, manu-
facturing, designing; 
services and construction 
do more businesses in 
the years ahead, thereby 
increasing the industry’s 
contribution to the na-
tion’s economy.

All things being equal, 
it is expected that NMRC 
will create and investor-
friendly market, leading 
to the inflow of foreign 
direct investment (FDIs) 
in residential housing as 
they are currently doing 
in the commercial space. 
The ability of the mort-
gage sector to regenerate 
more funds from the 
NMRC pool as they raise 
mortgages will also excite 
local investors.

New skills, innova-
tion: This new direction 
in the mortgage market 
will definitely come with 
demand for innovations. 
One of such innovations 
will be the much-debated 
alternative building solu-
tion. Also, local artisans 
will be required to step 
up their games in terms 

of skill set and delivery, 
as activities in residential 
and commercial sector 
simultaneously will re-
quire more efficient way 
of working. Also, broker-
age services which are 
already going digital will 
require new skill to man-
age multiple customers 
with different demands.

As for the economy, 
there will be increased 
GDP because an economy 
that can create 30,000 
jobs annually will defi-
nitely not suffer growth 
problem. If more jobs are 
created through the con-
struction industry, the 
impact will be felt. Also, 
the 7 percent contribu-
tion of real estate to GDP 
will give way to a refresh-
ing new figure.

NMRC is not an old 
wine in a new bottle. 
Though it is not a perfect 
scheme because it is not 
going to  put a roof over 
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O
n e  o f  t h e 
v e r y  f i r s t 
things you 
may notice 
if you walk 

into any place of worship 
or a crusade ground in Ni-
geria today is that they are 
getting filled up more than 
before. Yes, many more Ni-
gerians are turning to God. 
In the face of persistent 
economic hardship and 
hunger in the land, many 
who hitherto felt they had 
no use for religion have 
been compelled to seek the 
face of God.

A recent poll conducted 
by NOIPolls in collabora-
tion with BusinessDay 
shows that apart from cut-
ting down on expenses and 
adjusting their feeding pat-
terns, a lot more Nigerians 

The offering boxes 
no longer fill up

are resorting to prayers to 
cushion the effects of the 
worsening economic situ-
ation in the country.

Indeed, if not God, if not 
some form of miracle, how 
would people survive this 
economy where hunger 
has become the new nor-
mal? Think about the mas-
sive job losses, shrinking of 
household incomes and a 
corresponding exponen-
tial increase in prices of 
goods and services wors-
ened by a government 
that is confused about 
exactly what to do with 
the economy! How would 
a man with a minimum 
wage of N18,000 feed his 
wife and three children 
when the price of a bag 
of rice is higher than his 
monthly take-home?

CHUKS OLUIGBO
Panorama

with

chuks.oluigbo@businessdayonline.com

So, true, the places of 
worship are still burst-
ing at the seams; true, the 
crusade grounds are filling 
up now more than ever 
before. The irony, how-
ever, is that the offering 
boxes are not filling up as 
much as the pews. A lot 
of people are no longer 
able to give offering, while 
many have cut down on 
the amount they give, and 
I think that’s a measure of 
how bad things have got in 
this country; that’s a clear 
sign that this economy has 
hit rock bottom.

To be clear, Nigerians are 
cheerful givers. A Nigerian 
Christian, for instance, does 
not need all those Bible 
quotations about how God 
so loves a cheerful giver or 
how the measure you give 

out will be returned to you 
or how givers never lack. 
When it comes to tithing, 
he does not need to be 
‘threatened’ that refusal to 
pay tithes amounts to rob-
bing God; he pays willingly 
even on money he receives 
as ‘dash’. No, he does not 
need to be prompted.

But all this has changed 
in the last  c ouple  of 
months, no thanks to the 
excruciating hardship 
brought upon Nigerians 
by this inept government 
that has continued to shift 
the goalpost in the middle 
of the game, this govern-
ment that has adopted 
lame excuses, abdication of 
responsibility and blame 
game as its trademarks, 
this government that has 
moved from promise of 
change to change of prom-
ise. Even right now, we 
neither have the promised 
change nor the changed 
promise. We have all be-
come like hapless, helpless 
seafarers in a sinking ship 
with a slumbering captain.

T h i s  i s  t h e  s e a s o n 
of the annual harvest 
thanksgiving and bazaar, 
for instance, and many 
churches have kicked off 
programmes for this year’s 
harvest. Building for God 
is not an easy task, and so 
every stage of the harvest 

is usually used to gener-
ate funds for the work of 
God, and the faithful have 
always been known to do-
nate freely and generously. 

These days, however, 
many who go to seek 
the face of God seem to 
have learnt to hold tight 
to their pockets, most of 
which, in any case, are 
virtually empty. They may 
be moved by the preach-
ers’ words that sometimes 
make them feel guilty; 
their conscience may be 
pricked; their souls may 
be lifted by the chorus 
that says, “Give, and it will 
come back to you, good 
measure, pressed down, 
shaken together, running 
over”, but all that will be 
like water poured in a 
basket. They are unable to 
give because, as they say in 
Latin, nemo dat quod non 
habet (no one gives what 
he does not have).

A few Sundays ago I was 
in a church. The church 
was launching one of the 
items for its 2016 harvest. 
Usually, the presiding priest 
would make altar calls, be-
ginning with those who 
want to give God N1 million 
or sometimes N500,000, 
then N200,000, N100,000, 
N50,000, N20,000, N10,000, 
and lastly, N5,000, and you 
would always see people 

eagerly trooping to the altar. 
That very Sunday, however, 
the story was different. Even 
though the priest began with 
the maximum of N50,000 
instead of N1 million or 
N500,000, only four people 
came out to answer the altar 
call, and they must have ru-
minated well over it before 
coming out considering how 
long it took. Though the 
number increased gradually 
as the amount went down – 
N20,000, N10,000, N5,000, 
N3,000, N2,000, and lastly, 
N1,000 – it was easy to see 
the difference between then 
and now.  

Times are really hard, 
there is hunger (even fam-
ine) in the land, and every-
body is feeling the pangs. 
It’s everywhere. People 
are dying. Many families 
barely feed. Workers are 
walking a tight rope, scrap-
ing from one payday to the 
next. Go to the markets 
and see things for yourself. 
Many traders just open 
their shops and sleep or 
play cards till closing time. 
Buyers are a rare commod-
ity these days. Who still has 
money to buy anything?

But when the thing en-
ters the place of worship 
and people can no longer 
find money for offering, 
wallahi, the handshake has 
crossed the elbow.

All you need to know about NMRC Talking Mortgage
(08037156969, chukuroko@yahoo.com)
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As a former federal Commissioner 
of Petroleum Natural Resources 
as well as  chairman of Petroleum 

Trust Fund (PTF), President Muham-
madu Buhari has a fairly deep insight 
into the trappings and dynamics of the 
oil industry. He knows crude oil drives 
the economy and accounts for over 90 
percent of Nigeria’s foreign exchange 
earnings. He wants to keep a tight rein 
on developments in the oil industry, 
a desire that informed his decision to 
retain the petroleum resources portfolio 
in his cabinet. That the international 
price of oil collapsed as he became 
president was quite frustrating for him 
as he has frequently wondered aloud.

Buhari’s lamentations on the status 
of the oil industry epitomise the percep-
tion of successive leaderships of the 
country on managing the oil economy. 
For as long as oil is pumped from the 
wells and buyers are there to pump 
petro-dollars into Nigeria’s economy in 
equal measure, we can keep importing 
refined products.

From being a record importer of pre-
mium motor spirit and other products, 
Nigeria is now gearing up to become 

Now, we are about to import crude oil too
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PIUS MORDI
Mordi, a media practitioner and public af-

fairs analyst, writes from Asaba.

an importer of crude oil. Yes, crude oil 
which over-production by Nigeria and 
other oil exporting countries has elicited 
a sustained depression in the interna-
tional market is about to join the exotic 
and insane list of goods shipped into the 
country. With the ongoing insurgency 
in the Niger Delta severely hampering 
the export of crude and supply to the 
existing refineries, President Buhari has 
directed the Nigerian National Petroleum 
Corporation (NNPC) to explore the pos-
sibility of easing the challenge on Kaduna 
refinery by importing crude oil from Chad 
and Niger Republic. This much was 
confirmed by Abdulahi Idris, public af-
fairs manager of Kaduna Refining and 
Petrochemical Company.

Presently, Nigeria’s array of four refin-
eries operate at a maximum of 330 percent 
capacity utilisation at the best of times. At 
inception, the Kaduna refinery was sup-
posed to be fed through pipelines from 
the oil fields in the Niger Delta while it also 
had the capacity to refine heavy crude, the 
blend that is not available in Nigeria but 
can be procured from Venezuela, one of 
the fellow Organisations of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) members.

A combination of the militancy, 
neglect of turnaround maintenance 
schedules and the rusty and dilapidated 
pipelines has stifled the infrastructural 
chain in the oil industry. Just as TAM 
schedules of the refineries were mind-
lessly ignored, the network of pipelines 
which linked the major state capitals 
across the six geographical also had their 
maintenance protocol that would elon-
gate their lifespan routinely breached.

The challenge of change in the oil 

industry is to adopt a holistic approach 
in addressing the issues. Militancy, poor 
capacity utilisation, unsafe and old pipe-
line networks as well as insecurity are 
interconnected and interlocking. The dis-
ruption of supply of crude oil to refineries 
is not restricted to Kaduna alone. Shortly 
after the refineries in Warri and the two 
in Port Harcourt were brought back on 
stream, albeit in limited capacity, their 
supply chain was vandalised with trucks 
deployed to deliver the crude.

If the planned importation from Chad 
and Niger solve the challenges facing Ka-
duna refinery, what happens to the Warri 
and Port Harcourt counterparts? Explor-
ing this option is not creative nor will it be 
effective. On the contrary, the impression 
is that Buhari may not be sincere in his 
offer to seek a peaceful negotiation with 
militants. On the outset of resurgence of 
restiveness, the president had vowed to 
“crush” the Niger Delta militants as he 
was doing with Boko Haram. Is the nego-
tiation offer being jettisoned so that the 
militants can be crushed? That is hardly 
a viable option.

The militants are not like Boko Ha-
ram. They do not attack the indigenous 
population. They do not take territory. 
They are open to negotiation. Late Presi-
dent Umaru Yar’Adua and his successor, 
Goodluck Jonathan, demonstrated the 
power and effectiveness of peaceful ne-
gotiation. It may not have been a perfect 
arrangement but it worked and can still 
work with some adjustments. Buhari 
does not need to reinvent the wheel. He 
only needs to shed the toga of militarism 
and primordial considerations to do the 
right thing.

Nigeria has been ridiculed by the 
international community over her fail-
ure to resolve the supply gap in refined 
products through local production. We 
have imported virtually every conceiv-
able and inconceivable consumable 
product without any let or hindrance and 
we are paying for those infractions today. 
Importing crude oil from our northern 
neighbours simply because the foreign 
exchange is there is an unpardonable 
indiscretion.

Under the change mantra of the 
Federal Government, the expectation 
of the people is that the fight against 
corruption will be given its true defini-
tion. Embezzlement of funds is not all 
there is to corruption. Recently, Dr. Ibe 
Kachikwu, the minister of state for Petro-
leum, identified modular refineries as the 
key to resolving the perennial shortage of 
refined products. This is precisely what a 
special military unit, the Joint Task Force 
(JTF), has been battling for over a decade. 
For every “illegal refinery” destroyed by 
the JTF, a dozen new ones spring up the 
next day. A little inventiveness based on 
professional advice and a commitment to 
choosing the best policy for the country 
should top the log of options being con-
sidered by Abuja.

Importing crude oil from Niger or 
Chad, two new producers that are almost 
self-sufficient in the production of refined 
products, is a crude and insulting option 
to adopt. Beyond that, it is a tainted prop-
osition that will only reinforce emerging 
perceptions of mischief and sectional 
colouration in Buhari’s game plan in the 
management of the oil industry. That will 
hurt the country real bad.
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A
ccording to his campaign 
slogan, he is on a mission 
to make America great 
again. This presupposes 
that he believes America 

is on the brink of losing her greatness 
or has actually outrightly lost it. But 
then, since he began his campaign 
for election into the White House, 
Mr. Donald Trump, presidential 
candidate of the Republican Party 
in the approaching November 
American presidential contest, 
hasn’t demonstrated sufficient proof 
of his capacity to make America 
great. Rather, if all that has been 
seen of this maverick American 
billionaire is anything to go by, with 
him, America is bound to sink lower 
than anyone can ever imagine!

G r e a t  l e a d e r s  a r e  o f t e n 
unapologetic patriots who think 
deeply before they talk. They weigh 
and measure every word in their 
minds, profoundly considering the 
likely consequences of such words 
before speaking it out. In the Bible, 
Jesus Christ gives a deeper insight 
into this scenario when he told his 
disciples that man is not defiled 

When we talk about young 
people in Nigeria we 
often talk  about  the 

vicious circle problems that get 
linked to youth: unemployment, 
underdevelopment,  political 
thuggery, ignorance, radicalization 
and militancy - although there are 
pockets of shinning stars.

 In Nigeria, the median age of 
our population is 20.1. But this 
will not carry on forever, and 
we are not alone in that. We are 
part of an interconnected world, 
which is passing a major statistical 
milestone in human history this 
International Youth Day 2016. It is 
the last time in the planet’s history 
that more people will be under 30 
rather than older: right now we 
are living in the era of ‘peak youth’. 
The total number of young people 
in the world is starting to plateau. 
Today, we have the largest global 
youth population in history, and 
this mass will remain for several 
decades before beginning to shrink 
later this century. What does this 

Donald Trump: A parrot or a patriot?
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Thinking the Nigerian youth 

by what goes into his heart but 
by what comes out of his mouth. 
How apt! The power of the spoken 
word cannot, in any way, be over 
emphasized. Indeed, research has 
shown that most communal, civil 
and international crisis that have 
plagued the world, at one time or the 
other, were exacerbated by scorching 
remarks of certain leaders ,who like 
parrot talk endlessly and senselessly 
without knowing when to stop. This 
is why it is often wisdom to always 
think before talking. 

Unfortunately, Mr. Trump, the 
man who wants to rule and make 
America again, is like a parrot. He 
talks first and thinks later.  Without 
a doubt, had the race to the White 
House to be primarily determined 
by the dexterity of the contestants’ 
garrulousness, it would have been a 
no contest as Mr. Trump is head and 
shoulder above all in this respect. 
He talks without restrain from both 
sides of the mouth. And he is not 
just talking, he is actually singing 
like a Red-eyed Vireo bird which 
sings more than 20,000 songs a day. 
This moment he says the earth is 
oval, the next moment he claims it 
is perpendicular! 

More often than not, his talk makes 
little sense. One wonders how a man, 
whose speech is spiced with dubious 
logic, could make his nation great. In 
the wake of the Orlando massacre, 
which has been described as the 
deadliest mass shooting in American 
history and the worst terrorist attack 
since 9/11, while the whole world 
rose to condemn the act, Mr Trump 

tweeted that he was right about 
radical Islamic terrorism, warning 
“it’s only going to get worse”. It will be 
recalled that Mr. Trump has earlier 
recommended a ban on Muslims 
to the United States as a way of 
combating the threat of terrorism! 

Many commentators described 
his position as “hateful and awful”. 
How on earth would a man aspiring 
to lead the greatest nation on earth 
come up with such tactless and 
slapdash statement at a time a 
whole nation and, indeed the 
whole world was mourning? 
While commenting further on the 
nightmarish Orlando massacre 
incidence, Mr. Trump in his usual 
garrulous disposition, piercingly 
condemned both President Obama 
and Democratic Party Presidential 
hopeful, Hillary Clinton, for not 
using the words “radical Islam” 
when they condemned the Orlando 
massacre. Mr Trump called on Mr 
Obama to resign over his choice of 
words and added: “If Hillary Clinton, 
after this attack, still cannot say 
the two words ‘Radical Islam’ she 
should get out of this race for the 
Presidency.” 

Prior to securing his Party’s 
nomination, Mr. Trump was hard 
on Nigerians who live in America. 
According to him, upon his 
inauguration, he would ensure 
that all of them are repatriated 
back home. How he wishes to do 
this, especially for Nigerians whose 
stay in the United States has legal 
backing, remains a mystery. Other 
immigrants in America, particularly 

Mexicans are not spared either. 
During his speech, in which he 
announced he was gunning for the 
presidency, Mr Trump suggested 
that Mexicans immigrants are mostly 
criminals and rapists. He went on to 
say that if he was elected, he would 
build a wall on the US-Mexico border 
to keep out those immigrants and he 
would make Mexico pay for it. 

The loquacious character that 
he is, Mr. Trump’s latest garrulous 
escapade is even more audacious. 
He called President Barrack Obama 
and Democratic rival, Mrs. Hillary 
Clinton the “co-founders” of 
Islamic State, claiming that they 
are responsible for the rise of the 
militant group. In a most reckless 
outburst unbecoming of one bidding 
for the White House, Mr. Trump said: 
“In fact, I think we’ll give Hillary 
Clinton ... most valuable player. 
ISIS will hand her the most valuable 
player award. Her only competition 
is President Barrack Obama.” 

I n - s p i t e  o f  w i d e s p r e a d 
condemnation against his fresh 
outburst, Trump doggedly defended 
the remarks. While speaking to a 
group of reporters who wanted 
more clarification on his wild 
allegation, Mr. Trump asked:”Is 
there something wrong with saying 
that? Why are people complaining 
that I said he was the founder of 
ISIS? All I do is telling the truth, I’m a 
truth teller.” When asked if he meant 
that Obama created the vacuum ISIS 
capitalize on in Iraq by prematurely 
withdrawing American troop from 
Iraq, Mr. Trump emphatically 

responded that: “I meant he’s the 
founder of ISIS. I do.” 

His Party, through the Democratic 
National Committee has since 
lambasted him on ‘this senseless 
remark’ and demanded he “apologize 
for his outrageous, unhinged 
and patently false suggestions on 
the founding of ISIS”. “This is yet 
another out of control statement by 
a candidate who is unraveling before 
our very eyes”, the statement from the 
Party further adds.

To further underscores the 
position that Mr. Trump talks 
without thinking, after his initial 
grandstanding on the Obama-
Hillary ISIS claim, he eventually 
turned around to allege that his claim 
was mere sarcasm and that he was 
simply misunderstood by the media. 
But then, the havoc has been done 
already as everyone familiar with Mr. 
Trump’s garrulous inclination knows 
that his explanation was merely a 
volte –face. 

The truth is that, as Mrs. Clinton, 
Trump’s main challenger, in the 
White House contest once claimed,  
Donald Trump is someone who 
is “temperamentally and ethically 
unfit” to serve as Commander in 
Chief with “dangerously incoherent” 
ideas and policies. No doubt, 
Trump’s candidacy truly poses a 
threat to the America’s security and 
could even lead to a global socio- 
economic and political crisis. One 
only hopes that, in the coming 
presidential election, American 
voters would ‘shine’ their eyes and 
vote for a patriot rather than a parrot. 

mean for us here, and for the 
world? 

First, we need to change the way 
we think about youth. The UN 
counts those 1.8 billion as youth 
because they are 15 to 24 years 
old, but this definition is arguably 
not universal and is fast changing. 
The transition to adulthood is 
being stretched in all countries. 
In Nigeria, young people are still 
waiting to take the lead of growth 
and development, have a decent 
job, place to live or their own 
family, and a say in policies that 
will determine their future. But 
the power of youth is that they are 
neither dependent children nor 
fully independent adults. Young 
people are a vital group facing huge 
personal challenges, challenges on 
which society collectively succeeds 
or fails. Youth is not an age bracket; 
it is the passing from dependency 
to independence. It is a transition 
full of potential - potential that 
must be harnessed.

 Second, we need to change the 
way we think about what youth 
can do. This will happen within 
the lifetimes of many of us today. 
World leaders, including our own 
President, Muhammadu Buhari, 
have set themselves historic Global 

Goals to end poverty, inequality 
and climate change by 2030, so this 
simple fact has huge ramifications. 
Without the Youth Power of a 
generation that is 1.8 billion strong 
and will make sure those promises 
are kept, that better world will not 
be achieved for any generation. 
We have seen an example of what 
young people can do to change our 
country positively. Take 25-year-
old Iyinoluwa Aboyeji, whose 
start-up, Andela,  recently received 
$24 million from Mark Zuckerberg 
And Priscilla Chan’s Fund to train 
African Engineers and what that 
could mean for job creation in 
Nigeria, or Oluseun Onigbinde, 
who gave up a career in banking 
five years ago to devote himself 
fulltime to making sense of the 
country’s federal expenditures 
and its implication on growth and 
development. 

Savvy in the use of data and 
social media, Onigbinde founded 
BudgIT Nigeria, a website that 
provides budgetary facts and 
figures an average Nigerian can 
understand. “Sometimes, it takes 
individual citizens to lead the 
way,” says Bill Gates, in a speech 
delivered at the 2016 Nelson 
Mandela Annual Lecture at the 

University of Pretoria. “Onigbinde 
is no doubt a thorn in the side of 
some of Nigeria’s elite. To me, he 
is an example of what one person 
can do to make a difference,” Gates 
added, underlining the impact 
young people can make when 
employed as an agency for change 
and development.

 Finally, we need to change our 
assumptions about what young 
people want. So many of those 
stereotypes about young people in 
our country come from assuming 
that what they want is either to 
change things in a way that is a 
threat to society, or that they are 
so apathetic they do not want 
anything at all. When my agency 
Restless Development askedyoung 
people to survey thousands of 
other young people, we found that 
was not the case at all, and that 
young people prioritized having a 
voice, they wanted a decent living 
that contributed to their society, 
they wanted sexual rights to ensure 
their health and freedom from 
discrimination, and they wanted 
to be able to show leadership in 
preventing and solving our biggest 
challenges. But most of all, they 
wanted to show they can, and are 
already, leading. I hear from young 

volunteers every day that more 
young people need to the aware 
of the ambitious but achievable 
Sustainable Development Goals 
(SD Gs).  But  they also have 
priorities.

 Indeed, it  is important to 
consider the needs of young people 
before formulating development 
policies. For Happy Zirra, a Global 
Youth Ambassador advocating for 
access to education in Northern 
Nigeria with the A World at School 
initiative, goals 2 (Zero Hunger), 
4 (Education), and 5 (Gender 
Equality) are priorities. According 
to her, “government should also 
make grants accessible to young 
people and their organizations to 
lead delivery of the SDGs.” What 
this reemphasizes is the need to 
turn to the agency of young people; 
to utilize their potential, priorities, 
and passion to deliver the SDGs.

 If we change the way we think 
about youth, if we change the way 
we talk about young people, if we 
change the way that all ages can 
participate in our decision making, 
then, we will find that young people 
will change our world - for the 
better. This moment of ‘Peak Youth’ 
can be a historic opportunity for 
that positive change. 
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T
he abduction of over 
200 girls of Govern-
ment Secondary School 
in Chibok, Borno State 
by members of the Is-

lamist sect, Boko Haram, on April 
14, 2014, was a political reference 
point during the 2015 presidential 
election campaign, particularly 
for the then opposition party.

At that time, the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC) promised to 
rescue the girls as fast as possible 
if voted into power.  

Today, fifteen months after 
the inauguration of the APC-led 
government, the girls are yet to 
be rescued and the matter appears 
more complicated than ever. In 
fact, contrary to what was said 
before the elections, government 
is yet to establish the whereabouts 
of the girls, despite the sustained 
clamour by the Hadiza Bala Us-
man/Oby Ezekwesili-led Bring 
Back Our Girls (BBOG) campaign.

Some critics have also alleged 
that those who saw the hands of 
the APC in the virulent campaign 
to bring back the girls by members 
BBOG may have been vindicated 
by the recent appointment of 
Hadiza Bala Usman as managing 
director of the Nigerian Ports 
Authority (NPA).

 What appears to be a terrible 
dimension to the ugly situation is 
the release of videos purported 
to be that of the abducted girls 
demanding conditions for their 
release.   

President Muhammadu Bu-
hari had, in a statement marking 
the girls’ one year in captivity 
while he was President-Elect, said 
his government would act differ-
ently and do everything within its 
power to bring them home.

After prolonged debates 
whether the girls were still alive 
or not, following ongoing air 
bombardments of Sambisa for-
est, the purported headquarters 
of the sect, by the Nigerian Air 
Force (NAF), factional leader of 
the sect a few days ago released 
a new video of the girls on social 
media which also show gory im-

Playing chess with Chibok girls 
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ages of those he claimed died from 
military airstrikes.

NAF has since denied the al-
leged killing of some of the girls 
by its fighter jets, saying in a state-
ment that it is pertinent to state 
that the video is not only a ruse 
but another mischievous effort 
by the “dying sect” to draw public 
attention.

“Whereas the video showed a 
cross section of the abducted girls 
and an airborne aircraft, it provid-
ed no evidence that the supposed 
casualties were as a result of any 
air to ground attack. Besides, the 
impact and accompanying degree 
of damage to the bodies would 
have been more, were they to 
have died from air strike.

“It is therefore, clear that the 
video is a make-up story to dis-
credit the NAF, and more impor-
tantly, a deliberate effort to whip 
up sentiment among the public 
in order to dissuade and discon-
tinue the use of airpower which 
has proved very effective as the 
major determinant factor in the 

successes recorded in the ongoing 
counter-insurgency operations in 
the northeast,” Ayodele Famuy-
iwa, director of public relations 
and information, stated.  

In the video released by the 
sect, a man clad in military uni-
form hanging an AK47 rifle 
claimed that some of the girls 
were still alive but would only be 
exchanged with its members in 
custody of Nigerian authorities.

Exchange of prisoners, politi-
cal decision

Abayomi Olonishakin, Chief of 
Defence Staff, said after a meeting 
in Aso Rock that only the politi-
cal authorities can decide on the 
demand by the insurgents to 
exchange the girls for the sect’s 
detained members, but that the 
military would sustain its coun-
ter-insurgency operations.

 Also speaking after the meet-
ing, Lai Mohammed, Information 
minister, admitted that govern-
ment is in touch with the leader-
ship of the sect but is being careful 

and cautious to ensure that they 
were talking to the right people, 
especially with the reports of a 
split in its leadership.

“Until you are able to ascertain 
the authenticity of those you are 
talking to, you can’t go into de-
tails. But what is important is the 
safety and security of these girls. 
The thrust of my statement was 
to assure the nation that we are 
on top of the situation. We’re not 
even just reacting to the video; we 
have gone far beyond the video 
in talking to the group already. 
What we are saying is that the 
government is committed to doing 
everything to rescue these girls. 
We are engaging them. By saying 
we are talking to them, I am talk-
ing from a point of knowledge. It 
does not matter what other people 
say. I know that the government is 
in touch with the group,” Moham-
med said.

 
The politics of rescue mission 
The decision by the Nigerian 

Army to declare wanted three Ni-
gerians, for allegedly withholding 
what it called “useful information,” 
has since been flared by analysts 
who believe that such moves 
could further jeopardise efforts at 
rescuing the girls.

 Dennis Amachree, a security 
consultant, speaking in a televi-
sion programme monitored in 
Lagos, urged government to be 
circumspect so that it would not 
hinder its good efforts.

“If you know the people close 
to the Boko Haram, the wisest 
thing to do is to reach out to such 
persons, go through them to see 
how to finally resolve the issue 
of the Chibok girls. Government 
must be very careful by not trying 
to haunt down those said to have 
link with the sect,” Amachree said.

BDSUNDAY reliably gathered 
that those declared wanted have 
since responded to the Federal 
Government. Aisha Alkali Wakil 
was at the Defence Headquarters 
in Abuja afterwards; Ahmed 
Bolori was at the 7 Division of 

the Army, while Ahmad Salkida, 
issued a statement from his base 
in Dubai, where he is on self-exile 
that he would soon be on his way 
to the country.

Aisha Wakil turned herself 
in at the army headquarters in 
Abuja. Before then, she had issued 
a statement saying army author-
ity was clearly out for mischief by 
declaring her wanted.

“I know the Boko Haram boys. 
I had been in front fighting for 
peace long before the Chibok 
girls were kidnapped. Nigerian 
security knows me too well, I am 
not shady. Why declaring me 
wanted?

“I have had meetings with the 
Chief of Army Staff. I told them the 
way forward, to allow me come 
with some commanders of Boko 
Haram and  discuss with them,  
present the release of the girls 
but they chose to do things their 
own way and never gave consid-
erations to any of my suggestions.

“I want to inform the Nigerian 
people of my innocence and make 
them realised that I am in constant 
relation with the security person-
nel and they know where to find 
me but I wonder why I had to 
be declared wanted on national 
news, even mentioning my hus-
band’s name alongside. This has 
put my immediate and extended 
family under a lot of pressure 
and I do not deserve this from the 
Nigerian government,” she said.  

 On his part, Ahmed Bolori, 
who kept an update of his interac-
tion with the military on his Face-
book page, said he would remain a 
good citizen because he took him-
self to the 7 Division of Nigerian 
Army, Maimalari Barracks, but 
was asked to go back home and 
return the following day.

In his own statement, Ahmad 
Salkida said as a testimony to the 
credible and professional values of 
his access, since May 2015, he had 
been to Nigeria three times on the 
invitation of FG agencies.

“I made personal sacrifices for 
the release of our Chibok daugh-
ters. The army is aware that I am 
not in Nigeria presently. In the 
coming days I will seek to get a 
flight to Abuja and avail myself 
to the army authorities. Indeed, 
my return will be hastened if the 
military sends me a ticket,” he said.

 
BBOG must return to the 

streets
Nnamdi Okosieme, a media 

consultant, told BDSUNDAY that 
the line between journalistic eth-
ics and involvement of journalists 
in acts that could be seen as pro-
moting terrorism by withholding 
certain information is very thin.

“While you are not obliged by 
the profession as a journalist to 
disclose the location and identity 
of your sources because doing so 
can compromise you and block 
access to vital information going 
forward, journalists must be care-
ful not to be seen by the govern-
ment and the public as promoting 
wrong doing. His prior comment 
that he was studying the video 
before he eventually uploaded it 
gave him up as ‘intellectual arm 
of Boko Haram’. It was not a case 

Oby Ezekwesili (l) with a mother of one of the abducted girls.

The abducted Chibok school girls
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of the video given to you to pub-
lish on your blog. Boko Haram 
published the video by itself. So, 
why did the journalist make prior 
comment before the video was 
released? Obviously, the journalist 
had link to the insurgents since 
the time of Mohamed Yusuf,” he 
said.  

He explained that Nigerians 
also need to take into consider-
ation the possibility of the Ahmad 
Salkida acting the way he did in 
order to retain his access to lead-
ership of the sect as far as his job 
is concerned, and that with such 
consideration, the journalist can-
not be entirely faulted.

He said: “The terrorists can 
only give access to people who 
will not sell them out for whatever 
reasons. They sure don’t want to 
be trapped by people they give 
access. So, to that extent, you 
can’t fault what the young man is 
doing. But again, there should be 
limit to what one does. Nigerians 
also accused him on social media 
of being part of Boko Haram. If 
you are given a video, present it in 
such a way people will not think 
you are part of it, rather than 
showing to the world you have 
connection with terrorists”.

Okosieme said the action of 
military officials by declaring 
Salkida wanted was to mystify a 
simple assignment which shows 
they were on their part, economi-
cal with the truth, an indictment 
that they did not think through 
before the pronouncement.

“Ordinarily, before declaring 
people wanted, you are expected 
to have exploited all avenues and 
the people are nowhere to be 
found. The military bungled by 
declaring the journalist and oth-
ers wanted. As you can read from 
the comments of the three, the 
military knew where to get them. 
You didn’t ask for them first yet 
you went ahead to declare them 
wanted,” he faulted.   

Speaking on the relevance of 
the BBOG campaign in the entire 
episode, he said Nigerians who 
held the view then that the cam-
paign was politically-motivated to 
embarrass the Goodluck Jonathan 
administration seem to have been 
justified by the appointment 
of Usman, main founder of the 
group, to manage the Nigerian 
Ports Authority (NPA), one of the 
Federal Government’s cash cows.

“We are not hearing them again 
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for many reasons. Some are now 
in government; some are cooling 
off quietly, while some are afraid 
to speak. That is just the situation. 
If the girls are rescued today it 
will not be because they put pres-
sure on the current government 
like they did to the Jonathan-led 
government. Now that we have 
new video of the girls they should 
go back to the streets to campaign 
‘bring back our girls’”, he said.   

Let bombardments continue
Amachree, a security consul-

tant,
“But because there is nego-

tiation does not mean everybody 
should just carry their bags and go 
home. The bombardments should 
continue until the negotiation 
finishes. Remember, those who 
are involved in the negotiation are 
different. But the military still has 
its own order to carry out. They 
should continue until they are 
done with the assignment and are 
told to cease fire”, he said.

He emphasized that Nigeria 
needs international support to win 
the fight against insurgency, noting 
that the ex-president Goodluck 
Jonathan-led government had dif-
ficulties working with the White 

House; but that the goodwill Presi-
dent Buhari enjoys from the West 
should attract global sympathy.  

“I know American troops came 
to Nigeria but had to return be-
cause of issues they had with the 
last government. I still believe 
they were telling us where the 
girls are. Even now I still don’t 
believe some of the girls died out 
of bombings. They died by bullet 
wounds or caught in a cross fire. 
So, we need international assis-
tance to look into that.

“While the military is doing 
its own job, political leaders has 
to get themselves together to 
avoid discordant tunes (from the 
Ministry of Information and other 
negotiators) coming out; like situa-
tion where the journalist who up-
loaded the video on social media 
was declared wanted only for the 
public to learn that authorities are 
in contact with him. 

“Government should now 
focus more on the psychological 
part of the warfare because they 
are still recruiting people. We 
should be able to go in there and 
tell people that ‘Boko Haram is not 
the way. Shekau is living a luxuri-
ous life somewhere in Sambisa 
forest’. Shekau’s life style was not 

the selling point that brought a 
lot of people to buy into it. So, this 
narrative must change and the 
government has to start by get-
ting that across because I have not 
seen that happening now, where 
we heard them talking about the 
ideology of Boko Haram”.  

Kabiru Adamu, an Abuja-
based security consultant, said 
the released video was a result 
of military bombardment in the 
northeast where the insurgents 
have wreaked havoc since the 
campaign to ‘Islamise’ a section of 
the country begun.

“Boko Haram members are 
under pressure, especially the 
Abubakar Shekua faction because 
that video is from his faction. He 
had been rejected by the ISIS jihad-
ist group. He is, in a way, telling the 
government to stop the aerial bom-
bardments because it has allegedly 
resulted in the deaths of some of 
the girls. On the other hand, aerial 
bombardment is certainly going 
to continue but at what cost? Will 
it cost the lives of some of these 
girls? That is the position we are 
right now. We are in a position 
where the Nigerian government 
can capitalise and sustain the ne-
gotiation. But I don’t think we are 
at that position where the girls can 
be released,” Adamu said.

He noted that negotiation of 
the girls with the leadership of the 
sect in the immediate past admin-
istration was done in a position of 
weakness because they occupied 
territories, carried out ferocious 
attacks, sacked many from their 
homes with high confidence but 
that this time around, the gov-
ernment is negotiating from a 
position of strength following sus-
tained military bombardments.

“Shekau’s faction is in disarray. 
If the Nigerian government is 
negotiating now, it must negoti-
ate on the point of strength not 
weakness. By showing the video 
of some of the girls allegedly killed 
by the aerial bombardment, they 
are trying to whip up sentiments. 
The bombardment must continue 
until those handling the nego-
tiation say ‘drop your arms, it’s 
all over.’ But we are almost there 
which is why they have released 
the video,” he further said.

According to him, the military 
has demonstrated carefulness about 
the lives of the girls in the manner 
the bombardments have been car-

ried out so far, and that they had 
had to hold back operations for fear 
of collateral damage; and advised 
that the military should retain the 
precision bombings it has adopted 
in the current efforts.

“The objective for the govern-
ment is to sustain the pressure. 
Partly, the objective of releasing this 
video is to use the Nigerian public 
to put pressure on the Nigerian 
government to stop the bombard-
ments. By showing the pictures of 
the girls allegedly bombed, they 
are telling Nigerians ‘put pressure 
on the government to stop the bom-
bardments’. And the question all of 
us should ask ourselves is ‘should 
we really put that pressure on the 
government when we know that 
Boko Haram is the enemy’? The 
enemy will now be the one telling 
us what to do. Frankly, we should 
not do that. We should support 
the Nigerian military to carry on. 
However, we should carry on in a 
manner that the lives of those girls 
will not be affected,” he said.

 
Something fishy
Some commentators have also 

expressed some reservation over 
the manner the BBOG proponents 
are going about the videos. AN 
Abuja-based psychologist, who 
spoke on condition of anonym-
ity, wondered how the BBOG 
members knew the exact mother 
of the girl that purportedly spoke 
in the latest released video to the 
extent of inviting the woman to 
the Federal Capital Territory (FCT) 
to watch the video.

“I still have some doubts. Some-
thing to me does not add up. How 
did they know the particular 
woman whose daughter spoke 
in that video that they went to 
Chibok and ferried her to Abuja. 
By the way what they are doing to 
those women amounts to mental 
torture. Each time you bring them 
to Abuja to come and identify 
their children in video but you 
have been unable to secure their 
release; that is very injurious, it 
can kill those parents. It is over 
two years now and nobody has 
been able to release them, why 
adding to the trouble of the ag-
grieved parents? I don’t really 
understand. The BBOG appears to 
me as a group of self-servers out to 
leverage on the pain of some oth-
ers to win international acclaim,” 
the psychologist said.

President Buhari



Running around the Garden City

T
hat the national convention 
of the People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP), the ousted ruling 
party, has twice been botched 
in Port Harcourt, Rivers State, 

and could still further be truncated, is 
no news. Also, that federal high courts 
and the security agencies have played 
bigger roles in a party’s convention than 
delegates (and could continue to do so) is 
no more in doubt.

Nowhere is the heat of the botched 
conventions felt more than in Port Har-
court where the events started and failed. 
The one of May 24, 2016, was scheduled 
at the expansive Obi Wali International 
Conference Centre on Ada George Road 
built by Chibuike Rotimi Amaechi, im-
mediate past governor of Rivers State, 
before an Abuja High Court stopped it. 
The one of August 18, 2016, was sched-
uled at the Alfred Diete-Spiff Civic Centre 
near the police headquarters on Moscow 
Road but was once again stopped by the 
same Abuja High Court presided over by 
Abang Okon. In the ensuing counterforce 
impacts, a Port Harcourt federal high 
court ordered the convention to hold, a 
pronouncement that gave rise to jubila-
tions to the expectation that the event 
must hold, but it never did.

These declarations and counter-dec-
larations generated different reactions 
of high hopes and dashing of hopes in 
the Garden City each time the conven-
tion was on hand. The height of the 
heat seemed to be the massive rollout of 
heavily armed security personnel around 
the oil city to shut down the entire area 
leading to the advertised venue of the 
convention. The heavy presence of the 
tanks and men in security gears trailed 
the general areas around the Brick House, 
the seat of power in Port Harcourt, lead-
ing reports that the Government House 
was sealed off by the police.

The PDP members trekked from one 
location to the other, missing the Civic 
Centre and the Brick House, only to settle 
at the Rivers State secretariat of the PDP 
close to Boro Park, at the foot of the Mile 
One Park Flyover on Aba Road. There, the 
host governor, Nyesom Ezebunwo Wike, 
who was also the national chairman 
of the convention committee, through 
a voice vote, saved the party from the 
trauma and hassles by extending the 
life of the Ahmed Makarfi-led national 
steering committee to another one year.

This same act has triggered fresh 
controversies as the embattled factional 
chairman, Modu Ali Sheriff, says the 
action was a ‘huge joke’ whereas the 
Makarfi group hailed the ‘successful’ 
convention that merely achieved a shift. 
Wike did not say it shifted the event in 
deference of the Abang effect. So, did the 
PDP convention in Port Harcourt hold 
on August 17, 2016? Many say yes, any 
more say no, depending on which side of 
the matter one belonged.

 
This must be APC?
 The Wike/Makarfi faction never 

believed that their problem was coming 
from Sheriff but from the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) and the Federal Govern-
ment (FG) led by Muhammadu Buhari. 
That courts had been used in the past to 
thwart events seemed of little meaning to 
their followers, and that such things had 
happened during the reign of the same 
PDP. Our correspondent, who engaged 
in deep discussions after the incidents 
within some PDP top-notch groups, felt 
the raw anger of the party men against 
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their perceived enemies. One of the strat-
egists within the Wike government said 
it was obvious that Sheriff was not alone 
in the plot. “Sheriff may not be manufac-
tured by Buhari but this must be APC 
in action. Buhari is ignoring the greater 
threat to nationhood, hunger, to focus on 
a mere PDP convention. He must be told 
that Nigerians care less about either APC 
or PDP. They want food, now. There is 
hunger in the land, north, or south.”

He went on: “A man can postpone 
buying of a car or shirt but no one can 
postpone hunger. In the villages right 
now, youths take up sticks to stop cars 
and demand for money or trouble would 
burst there. Soon, they would replace the 
sticks with knives, and next, guns. This is 
how it starts.”

He said the Presidency cannot destroy 
the PDP and that even if the party was in a 
hut, when Nigerians get more angry, they 
would look for the PDP in that hut. “The 
best way to make the PDP irrelevant is to 
fight the hunger in the land. Yes, Buhari 
may not have caused the troubles, he 
did not crash oil prices, but he is the one 
Nigerians know. A man with hunger in 
his stomach does not hear ‘I beg’. Buhari 
should forget about politics and summon 
an emergency national roundtable of all 
the governors, technocrats, and those 
who did great things in the past such as 
Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala and ask each person 
to suggest how to produce rice and wheat 
in a hurry to stop food importation; to 
suggest how to create jobs in various 
sectors, and how to stop insecurity right 
away. If he does this every three months 
and allocate states with crops to produce 
and funds to do so, Nigerians would line 
up behind him and see him as a solution 
instead of as the problem. He would have 
shifted the problem to others and solu-
tions would come across party lines. This 
would create a national front against this 
looming danger. Instead, he seems to be 
busy fighting an opposition party that is 
not even well coordinated, making them 
look important”.

To him, the slump in consumption is 
a big threat to the economy. This should 
worry the FG more than any number of 
PDP conventions. “Businesses depend on 
consumption to survive, and the slump is 
creating panic across the land,” he further 
said.

On whether this was not the matter 

with bad judges or rot in the judiciary, 
the PDP top insiders said most judges are 
hungry and want to please the FG, and so, 
seem to enjoy what they were doing. The 
consensus was that Nigerians were actu-
ally not nation-builders but simply mount 
pressure to the man in power to share the 
money and solve today’s problem, only to 
blame the past leaders. “They never al-
lowed Goodluck Jonathan to save for the 
future but went to court and pressured 
him to share. Umoru Musa Yar’Adua had 
no energy to fight them, so he opened the 
barn. Today, it is Buhari’s turn. He should 
forget petty matters and fight for Nigeria,” 
the aggrieved party man said.

 
National front against hunger
 In the days of Olusegun Obasanjo, he 

used to summon all the governors and 
local council chairman to make presenta-
tions on what they were doing with their 
allocations. Governors became jittery. 
Each quarter, they were summoned to 
make power point presentations on what 
they were doing and what to do next, the 

source said. “This created a peer group 
review impact. Governors and LG bosses 
began to look over their shoulders be-
cause they were always taken to task. OBJ 
was the moderator with his microphone. 
He encouraged people to ask questions 
and puncture any lies presented by any 
governor,” the source recollected.

Another stated thus: “Buhari was ad-
mired by many in those days because he 
was firm and upright. He outlawed drug 
pushing and kept his word by killing 
those who contravened the law, just like 
Indonesia is doing today. Now, he is hob-
nobbing with corrupt persons and thinks 
he is fighting corruption. Nigerians will 
ask him questions when the time comes.”

A Wike aide added: “He should bring 
in all governors and those doing very well 
such as Wike and ask the likes of Peter 
Obi and Willie Obiano of Anambra State 
how they are doing the things they have 
done, and replicate it. He should focus on 
direct agriculture and involve states that 
have mapped out massive agric schemes 
and move with them. Instead, he is iso-
lating hard working governors for the 
sake of politics. Look, if this experiment 
fails, Nigerians would hold the President 
responsible, not the governors. He should 
create a national front to wage this war 
against hunger. The deployment against 
the convention should have been directed 
against Boko Haram and militants.”.

 
Accusing APC is rude, refund Sheriff’s 

billions
 An insider in the APC powerhouse 

said it was unfair and rude to accuse the 
ruling party of the crisis in the PDP. He 
said Sheriff’s departure at the point of 
forming the APC was celebrated by the 
PDP though the APC felt the pain. Both 
parties have since moved on, but he said 
he could not understand why the APC 
would be unfair to say it is the APC that 
created the monster. “APC has its own fair 
share of leadership problems”.

In his reaction, Chris Fineface, the APC 
publicity secretary in the state, said he 
was inclined not to think that anyone was 
pulling the strings that were tearing the 
PDP apart. “Look at several political cases 
in the past and how people use the courts. 
It is a trend, even in business disputes in 
courts. People want to use loopholes to 
get ahead in court matters, and the judges 
act only on evidence before them, even 
if such evidence was skewed to project a 
particular fact,” Fineface said.

On why the PDP always feared that 
someone was manipulating the courts, 
he mentioned the adage of a head hunter 
that never allows a man with a knife 
anywhere near his back.

To some APC leaders, the problem with 
PDP is their governors, saying the likes of 
Wike and Fayose were on national televi-
sion praising Sheriff as the greatest thing 
to happen to their party. The leaders said 
the PDP governors took him because of 
his stupendous wealth and so they used 
him to offset their debts at the national 
secretariat where workers had been 
left unpaid despite the billions of naira 
that they got from the Presidency. “They 
should apologise to the party members for 
selling Sheriff to them, only to turn round 
to want to do away with him. This looks 
like a 419 case, use and dump. They should 
refund his billions if they want to dump 
him. You cannot love his money and hate 
his politics,” Fineface said.

“The fastest way to resolve the PDP 
crisis is to refund Sheriff’s money. The 
APC therefore, has no hand in their mat-
ter. We rather need a strong opposition so 
that we can be alert at all times,” he said.

 
Cancellation of the convention was in 
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PDP’s interest?
 The APC lords in the state rather 

said the failure of the convention was 
in PDP’s favour. Fineface explained that 
three different aggrieved contestants had 
prepared a press briefing to expose the 
fraud put in place for the delegates. “You 
know whoever controlled the list of the 
delegates controlled the result. The PDP 
governors were experienced in those 
games and had taken control of the lists 
thereby provoking to anger some contes-
tants who were prepared to expose the 
fraud. The only reasons they did not do 
it was because it was stopped,” he alleged.

According to him, if the convention 
had succeeded and a winner emerged, 
there would have been three more fac-
tions of the same party. “Some governors 
had the list of the delegates in their 
hands against the likes of Bode George 
and Raymond Dokpesi to help one Lagos 
contestant to emerge.”

 
Who funds the repeated conventions?
 The Rivers APC is aghast that Port 

Harcourt was always the venue of major 
PDP events and conventions, from state 
to regional and now national conven-
tions. A leader explained that conven-
tions were very expensive and that most 
state governors always shied away from 
hosting them. It was gathered that other 
states would promise to support but at 
the end, they always shied away leav-
ing the financial weight only on the host 
government.

Fineface said that the days of super 
governors were over because no state 
is free from financial crisis. “Our utmost 
concern is that the Rivers’ taxpayer is 
now made to bear the brunt of reviving 
the dying behemoth now lying in coma-
tose in hospital and gasping for breath. 
Our worry heightens when we consider 
that PDP medical bills are humongous 
and Governor Wike has elected himself 
to offset the bills with the funds of Riv-
ers’ people running into billions of Naira. 
Sadly, states like Akwa Ibom, Delta, Bay-
elsa and Cross River have always acted 
the wise boys because their governors 
know that their people’s money should 
not be wasted on frivolities of ill-fated 
jamborees while Governor Wike believes 
that it is obligatory for the Rivers taxpayer 
to bear the brunt of his lust for power,” 
Fineface said.

Sadly, the APC says, events within and 
around the PDP were not providing the 
governor the expected returns even as he 
allegedly frittered away scarce resources 
of the state.

The APC says the tragedy of it all was 
that while the host governor was busy 
massaging his ego as the new PDP strong-
man set to take commanding control of 
his party, Rivers State was bleeding.

He said: “While our governor is playing 
the PDP most wasteful spending gover-
nor, civil servants, House of Assembly 
legislative aides, medical workers, teach-
ers and other workers in different sectors 
in the state are groaning and protesting 
several months of unpaid salaries and 
wages”. 

The APC drew the attention of Gover-
nor Wike to the fact that Rivers State is 
not rich and that there is no reason why 
the governor should give false impression 
to his party members and other Nigerians 
to the contrary. The governor of Rivers 
State has the responsibility to provide 
effective governance for the people with 
the resources that belong to them and not 
to fritter billions of Naira on the affairs of 
his party, the PDP”. 

 
Noises on the streets
 While the bigwigs fumed in their 

inner sanctuaries, their followers held 
fiercely opposed positions on the streets 
and on social media. The APC publicity 
secretary wants the PDP to spare the ju-
diciary of legal jingoism but a diehard PDP 

supporter, Kie Obamanu, took the APC to 
the cleaners. Writing on facebook with 
the title, ‘Port Harcourt under Siege’, the 
social commentator said: “We are in the 
era of dictatorship where tyranny is auda-
cious and opposition voices are repressed. 
Now, anarchy looms large in the country. 
The FG and its security apparatus have 
barricaded the entrance into the venue 
of the PDP National Convention. We 
have security everywhere as if we are in 
a state of war. This shows our democracy 
is in trouble. We pray that the stifling of 
the opposition will not lead this country 
into chaos. Tyranny prepares the people 
to surmount the challenge. By this, all at-
tempts by the APC and President Buhari 
to stop the PDP convention in PH through 
Sheriff and Okon Abang are clear indica-
tion that they are afraid of the PDP. This 
has accentuated the general endorsement 
of PDP by the generality of Nigerians, 
showing its strength and ability to change 
the change. PDP is number one party.”

He got instant replies. One Ezekiel 
Dappa asked: “What business has Buhari/
APC got with PDP Convention?”

Sani Sotonye Okiri said: “Haba Kie, 
this information is highly misleading. It 

is an intra-party fight where parties have 
used the court and police in dishonour-
able manner and police in obedience to 
the court order acted to avert imminent 
breakdown of law and order. Let the war-
ring parties settle their differences rather 
than act like a bad carpenter who quarrels 
with his tools.”

Toghi Confidence Precious said: “Kie, 
this is balderdash. Where were you 
when Chibuike Amaechi was monitored 
and traced all around Nigeria? Where 
were you when 16 was greater than 19 
in Nigeria? Where were you when Mbu 
served orders like water being poured on 
the floor on the orders of powers that be? 
Don’t wail. Karma is still in existence.”

 Ken Gobari Phillip put in: “Kie, what 
is happening now that did not happen 
under CP Joseph Mbu and Goodluck 
Jonathan? Perhaps, Nigeria wasn’t in a 
democracy then. By the way, how did 
Sheriff become PDP chairman in the first 
place? Please be more discreet in your 
write-ups even as a PDO man.”

Arther Jaja jabbed in: “Wike has for-
gotten so soon that this was the same path 
he toed just yesterday when he stole Chief 
G.U. Ake’s mandate with GEJ to Abuja 

high court. Today, with impunity he re-
fuses to obey Abuja High Court orders. 
What an irony. Did I hear Wike is crying? 
This is just the beginning.”

Read Berenor Lekia Nkporbu obser-
vation: “Kie, yesterday you boasted that 
the convention must hold (meaning your 
party was very powerful). Now, you are 
blaming almost everybody. I ask, how and 
when did your internal affair become 
APC or FG problem?”

Solomon Iringekoko: “PDP as a party 
should have seen the handwriting on 
the wall. It beats my imagination that 
PDP without consideration had to make 
a defector from APP, CPC or whatever it is 
called now the party chairman. Now, the 
chicken has come home to roost and we 
are complaining. PDP caused this problem 
to itself. It is now left to the PDP as a party 
to team up and remove this evil hand 
from the party before it is too late. What 
would stop the PDP as a party for instance 
before now from suspending Modu or is 
it Sheriff they call him from the party to 
stem this brouhaha in its house which 
has now overheated the party? A word 
is sufficient for the wise.”

Sobari Princewill, quoting Sheriff: 
“When I was governor of Borno State, 
Wike was busy carrying papers for 
Amaechi. He is an amateur when it comes 
to national politics. Money can get you 
judgment but truth will ‘abort’ two con-
ventions. That is how powerful I can be.”

Kie fired back: “At what time did Abang 
Okon deliver his judgment yesterday? 
A ruling given in the night just the way 
Margaret Ikpeme did for the ABN for 
Arthur Nzeribe. Sheriff can’t destroy our 
party. We know that’s his target for his 
inlaw, Buhari. We don’t want Sheriff. He 
wants to be chairman at all cost but we 
won’t allow that.”

 
Conclusion?
 Can there easily be any conclusion 

of this matter? The end of this crisis does 
not seem to be in sight. The Federal High 
Court, Abuja, under Justice Okon Abang 
is insisting that his court was first as-
signed the case and that it therefore, had 
the original jurisdiction over the PDP con-
vention. The Port Harcourt Federal High 
Court is insisting that its verdict cannot be 
overturned by a court of equal (cognate) 
jurisdiction and he had ruled that the 
convention should hold. Thus, that only 
a higher court could change that position.

 Sheriff has already appealed to the 
Supreme Court and the Nigerian Judicial 
Council (NJC) to intervene in the war of 
attrition that threatens to swallow the 
Nigerian judiciary.

Legal minds said the existence of many 
court orders gave the security agencies 
the opportunity to decide which to obey 
in what is called ‘picking’. Others said 
the situation has made judges to want to 
favour the powers that be in Abuja, even 
if the FG did not initiate the crisis in the 
first place. The opinion is that the police 
and other security agencies would want 
to listen to the body language of their 
bosses, something not new or done only 
by the new party in power. In fact, a police 
officer now on transfer was quoted to 
have told some APC leaders that the cry 
of wolf by the PDP was surprising, going 
by the kind of orders the police were be-
ing given to carry out against Amaechi 
in those days.

A PDP stalwart said in an interview 
that the police boss in Rivers State is a 
good man, and a friend, but that he was 
under orders to do what he did, else, he 
would be transferred to far lands the 
next day.

These are the intrigues and circum-
stances shaping the national PDP conven-
tion that may make easy reconciliation 
impossible, until probably, a new party 
emerges to swallow one of the factions 
to end the crisis.



T
he endless, frivolous injunctions 
and controversial judgments 
emanating from many courts in 
Nigeria question the integrity of 
the judiciary.

The conflicting judgments from courts 
of coordinate jurisdiction have also 
become a source of concern for many 
observers.

This, they say, portends danger not 
only for the legal system and the image of 
the Nigerian judiciary but also cast doubts 
on the popular saying that the judiciary is 
the last hope of the common man.

In recent times, contradictory court 
orders have been given by Federal High 
Courts in respect of the Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) leadership crisis and the 
Abia governorship logjam.

Specifically, the court orders from 
the Federal High Courts has made the 
judiciary a laughing stock, with analysts 
calling on the Chief Justice of Nigeria, Jus-
tice Mahmud Mohammed who doubles as 
chairman of the National Judicial Council 
(NJC) to overhaul the judicial system.

With the public outcry that trailed 
the conflicting judgments, most political 
commentators say President Muham-
madu Buhari has been justified with his 
statement early this year when he said 
the judiciary was his main headache in 
the ongoing fight against corruption in 
the country.

Speaking while interacting with rep-
resentatives of the Nigerian Community 
resident in Ethiopia, the President said 
far-reaching reforms of the judiciary was 
his government’s major priority.

He stated that with the support of the 
Chief Justice of Nigeria (CJN), he would 
continue to do his best to improve the 
country’s judicial system.

“On the fight against corruption vis-à-
vis the judiciary, Nigerians will be right 
to say that is my main headache for now,” 
Buhari said.

On July 4, a Federal High Court in Port 
Harcourt, presided over by Mohammed 
Liman - the most senior administrative 
judge at the Port Harcourt Division - had 
given a judgment that the Ahmed Ma-
karfi-led National Caretaker Committee 
is the authentic leadership of the party; a 
verdict affirmed by Ibrahim Watila of the 
same Division.

However, Okon Abang of the Federal 
High Court Abuja took a swipe at his 
brother judge, Liman, for entertaining the 
suit in the first instance, ordered Makarfi 
to stop parading himself as chairman of 
the caretaker committee and that Ali 
Modu Sheriff is the authentic leader of 
the party. 

Incidentally, the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) has been 
at the receiving end of the conflicting 
judgments, as most verdicts of high profile 
political cases are served on the electoral 
body for compliance.

INEC Chairman, Mahmud Yakubu, 
who identified conflicting court judg-
ments as one of the major challenges 
confronting the commission, noted that 
within three months, the commission re-
ceived 11 court judgments and orders. In 
the same vein, he pointed out that within 
two days in August this year, the electoral 
body received one judgment and three 
court orders relating to the PDP crisis.

He criticised political gladiators for 
exploiting the courts by operating at the 
level of the high courts without seeking 
redress at the appellate court.

The political class has also been 
accused of forum shopping; that is the 
practice adopted by some litigants to have 
their legal case(s) heard in the court most 
likely to provide favourable judgment(s).

The INEC boss lamented that the 
development does not augur well for the 
nation’s democracy. 

“Courts of law and their judgments 
must be obeyed. Within three months, 
we received 11 court judgments and 
orders, almost all of them conflicting. All 
of them were from courts of coordinate 
jurisdiction; all of them from the High 
Court.

“In fact, in two days, 15th and 16th of 
this month, we received one judgment 
and three court orders, from courts of co-
ordinate jurisdiction from different parts 
of the country, two from Port Harcourt, 
two from Abuja.

“As we closed from work (on Wednes-
day), a Federal High Court in Abuja came 
with another judgment. So, it is really a 
very big challenge. The politicians want 
to exploit the courts; that is why they all 
operate at the level of the High Court, 
none of them has gone to the Court of Ap-
peal,” he stated.

To others, the contradictory court 
orders of the Federal High Court may 
signal a return to the June 12, 1993 era 
where inconsistent court orders of courts 
of coordinate jurisdictions held sway.

For instance, on June 10, 1993, the 
Abuja High Court, presided over by 
Justice Bassey Ikpeme, ordered the then 
National Electoral Commission (NEC) not 
to conduct the June 12, election.

Immediately, two Nigerians, Sumbo 
Onitiri and Richard Adejumo, in suit 
number LD/1757/93, rushed to court, 
seeking for an order of Mandamus 
compelling NEC to hold the election. 
Justice Moshood Olugbani of Lagos High 
Court granted the order of Mandamus. 
The election held but midway into the 
release of the results, another Abuja 
High Court judge, Justice Dahiru Saleh 
ordered the stoppage of the announce-
ment of the results. In Benin, a member 
of the Bendel State House of Assembly, 

sion of Paragraph 21 of Part One of the 
Third Schedule to the 1999 Constitution 
(as amended), the NJC shall, among other 
powers, recommend to the President the 
removal from office of the judicial officers 
and to exercise disciplinary control over 
such officers.

A legal practitioner, John Oloyede, 
expressed concern that judges take inter-
est in political cases, delivering judgments 
as late as 6pm, while neglecting suits that 
deal with the economy of the country.

He accused the regulatory body of ap-
plying different standards in dealing with 
erring judges.

“A judge is supposed to be impar-

tial but with what we see in Nigeria 
today regarding PDP and other funny 
political parties, it is obvious that some 
judges are very political and they don’t 
hide it.

“If we must stem the tide of incon-
sistency that we are throwing at the 
judiciary, NBA should play an active role 
in the appointment of judges,” he said.

As the debate over the impartiality 
of judges dominate public discourse, 
Nigerians are waiting for the NJC to act 
swiftly, stem the trend once and for all 
by check mating the excesses of judges, 
who have become more political than the 
politicians.

Nigerian judiciary on trial

Justice Mahmud Mohammed, CJF. Justice Okon Abang

Justice Bassey Ikpeme

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE, Abuja

Matthew Egba-
don also went 
to a Benin High 
Court, seeking 
for an order that 
NEC be compelled 
to release all the 
results. On June 
16, 1993, Justice 
J.O.Sadoh gave an 
order restraining 
NEC Chairman 
Humphrey Nwosu 
and NEC from 
further withhold-
ing, neglecting or 
refusing to release 
the results.

Recalling the 
post-June 12 event, 
veteran journalist, 
Richard Akinnola 
said the Kayode 
Eso panel on Judi-
cial Reforms dealt 
with the issues and 
some judges were 
sanctioned.

He therefore 
called on the 
National Judicial 
Council (NJC) to sa-
nitise the judiciary 
and cleanse it of 
bad eggs. 

By the provi-

Politics
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Death at the Presidency and 
the return of long, boring 
state protocol

A
t the State House last 
week, a true gentle-
man was lost. Jus-
tin Onuorah Abuah 

died. For the press corps, it 
was particularly gutting be-
cause of the relationship he 
shared with us. As one of the 
longest-serving media direc-
tors, Mr. OJ saw it all. Oh yes! 
He served eight presidents 
and head of states with dis-
tinction.

Mr. OJ, as he was referred 
to, was a consummated pro-
fessional having worked at 
the News Agency of Nigeria 
before being posted to the 
State House media office in 
1986. How can one forget his 
calm demeanour and cheer-
ful disposition or his light-
hearted laughter?

When you walk into OJ’s 
office, whether or not you 
said good morning Sir, which 
is actually the right thing to 
do, he would look up from 
behind his desk waiting for 
you to ask a question or tell 
him why you

had come to see him. To 
him, those things never mat-
tered. One thing we (some 
reporters at the State House) 
remember him for is his 
laughter. It sounded like that 
of a child. Especially when he 
asked, what have you written 
again? We were told he died 
after a brief illness. May God 
comfort his family.

In other matters from the 
week, it seems those long-
winding, overly verbose state 
protocols during official cer-
emonies have made their 
return. With a bang!

“Your Excellency, the 
President and Command-
er-in-Chief of the Armed 
Forces, Your Excellency the 
Vice President of Nigeria, the 
President

of xx association, Your 
Excellency the Ministers of 
the Federal Capital Territory, 
Finance, Agricultural Re-
sources, Budget and National 
Planning, Aviation, Your 
Excellency the Governors of 
Kebbi,

Borno, Bayelsa, Cross 
River...” after reading out this 
long list of excellencies, next 
you hear is “let me stand on 
existing protocols.”

Seriously!
You’re probably wonder-

ing “what is going on here?” 
“What is she up to this time?” 
Here she goes again. You see, 
that’s what it feels like sitting 
in during official state func-
tions listening to speaker after

the other reel out these 
long, sleep-inducing proto-
cols before they make their 
speech or comment. You 
presume that after the first 
mention by the Master of 
Ceremony, other speakers 
would simply “stand on the 
existing protocol” (They keep 
standing. Won’t be out of 
place if they sat for once. Pun 
indeed!) to save valuable time; 

INSIDE Aso Rock
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was determined, it seems, to 
read it through, English or 
not, after all the preceding 
speakers had done same. So 
he must not leave anyone out 
and risk offending his busi-
ness partners.

It was obviously a tortur-
ous experience for him. Yet 
he persisted to call all the 
names on his list. It was a hell 
of a ‘day of a thousand laughs’.

And that is why I want to 
appeal to Your Excellency Mr. 
President, Your Excellency, 
Mr. Vice President, please 
since you may not be inclined 
to being bootlicked, kindly 
instruct your protocol officers 
to advise speakers at an event 
where you are present to just 
cut to the chase.

They should stand on 
existing protocols and save 
your time and ours too, for 
more pressing national issues. 
Thank you in advance.

Still on protocol matters, 
at the AACB event, one of 
the foreign guest speakers al-
most broke protocol. He was 
going to assume the office 
of the President of Nigeria, 
at least for a moment. This 
speaker, (name withheld), 
while proceeding to the 
podium to make his speech 
mistook the president’s po-
dium for his. Imagine the 
reaction from the presi-
dent’s aides (the four wise 
men). The president’s media 
department had already 
set the podium, with the 
Nigerian coat of arms and 
the microphone. So picture 
it. The aides looked like they 
were going to tackle him. 
Luckily, he saved himself 
from the NFL-like tackle as 
he immediately figured his 
mistake and then manoeu-
vred to the correct podium.

Lest I forget, I cannot re-
member attending any in-
ternational event outside 
Nigeria and seeing ministers 
occupy spaces in the front 
row when there are visiting 
ministers or guests. What am 
I ranting about again? During 
the photo session with the 
president at the end of the 
CBN event, Nigerian minis-
ters occupied the front line 
with the president while the 
African Central Bank Gover-
nors took the backstage.

Excuse me cabinet mem-
bers, it is not your event and 
they are your guests. Treat 
them like one. I can’t say more, 
look at the picture and decide 
next time.

Please pardon my protocol.

something the administration 
seems to be running out of. 
But no, every speaker wants 
to bootlick.

The essence of protocol 
I assume is to recognise dig-
nitaries at events and this is 
mostly done by the compere 
or MC. After that, I suppose 
all other speakers should 
just stand on the existing 
protocols.

I had written about this 
during the last administra-
tion when it reached a rather 
nauseating peak. Praise sing-
ing by these politicians was so 
long, it began to eat into the 
president’s schedule. At most 
events held then, especially at 
the banquet hall of the Presi-
dential Villa, it was the same 
thing despite efforts by the 
Presidential Liaison Officer 
(PLO) who would continue to 
brisk to and fro, slipping notes 
to speakers to “go straight to 
the point”. As you would prob-
ably imagine, it was worse at

events with the former 
first lady in attendance.

You see, politicians usu-
ally seize every available 
opportunity to pay lip and 
eye service depending on 
the audience and one would 
think those days are long 
gone given that President 
Muhammadu Buhari may 
not be moved by these things. 
But I think it is pretty much 
the same thing. You know, it 
is not just the protocol lists but 
sometimes the long speeches.

I sat through two events 
recently that got me thinking 
about this again. Last week 
during the official opening of 
the Annual African Central 
Banks (AACB) meeting, this 
played out. All the speakers 
seemed to go through this 
never-ending list of proto-
cols and then proceeded to 
read very long and tedious 
speeches, losing their audi-
ence in the process.You could 
see that by the sheer number 
of people the roving camera 
caught sleeping or yawning 
in the audience. A few people 
who sat around me couldn’t 
hide the boredom.

As a member of an audi-
ence, I would love to just hear 
a speaker limit the protocols, 
go straight to the point and 
keep the speech short but 
punchy.

How apt, the words of 
Sims Wyeth, a speech, and 
presentation coach: “Stop 
talking before they stop lis-
tening. The mind cannot ab-
sorb what the behind cannot 
endure”.

The same thing played out 
at the launch of the Abuja 
to Kaduna railway service 
recently. While I won’t bore 
you with the whole drama, 
the audience was thrown into 
laughter when a Chinese of-
ficial tried to follow the trend. 
Despite his poor command 
of the English Language, he 
had a long protocol list and 
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F
ollowing the court 
of Appeal verdict 
last Thursday, reac-
tions have contin-
ued to pour.

A stalwart of the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) and 
assistant state secretary of 
the party, John Jacob Okoro 

Aguiyi C. Okezie, a civil 
servant in Abia, a civil ser-
vant, said that the judgment 
was a good thing for the 
people of Abia in particular 
and civil servants in the state 
in general.

He noted that now that 
I k p e a z u  h a s  b e e n  re a f -
firmed as the governor of 
Abia State  he would b e 
more focused to face his 
work squarely and deliver 
his promises to Abians, add-
ing that despite the distrac-
tion, he had been focused in 
his duty.

An Umuahia-based busi-
nessman at the mo dern 
Market Ubani, in Umuahia 
North Local Government of 
the state, Biggy Uche, noted 
that with the development 
businesses in Abia would 
be boosted when workers 
are paid their salaries. He 
noted that as a result of the 
litigations the governor had 
not been focused to face his 
work and pay workers their 
salaries as and when due.

noted that the verdict was a 
positive development for the 
people of Abia, adding that at 
last justice had been done for 
Abians so that the state would 
move forward.

He said that now that Abia 
is calm Governor Okezie Ik-
peazu would be focused to 
deliver more on what he 
promised Abians.

Reactions continue 
to trail Appeal Court 
verdict on Abia

AGWU UDOKA, Umuahia

Hunger, hunger...
dent, opines that the only 
way to survive this period is 
to cut your cloth according to 
your size.

“That is all I have been 
doing. If I cannot buy the 
one I want, I simply make 
do with the substitute. It’s as 
simple as that. The prices of 
virtually everything in the 
market have increased and 
there has not been increase 
in my salary which is not even 
regular,” she says.

While households are feel-
ing the pangs in terms of 
inability to afford the basic 
necessities due to shrink-
ing income, traders are also 
lamenting the low patronage 
they are experiencing.

At Mile 12 market in La-
gos, Chiamaka Udemezue, a 
trader, complained bitterly 
that customers were not 
forthcoming.

“Customers are not buying 
as much as before. It’s getting 
worse every day. Some days, 
I’m forced to sell below the 
price just to make sales. I just 
hope I can recover the money 
I used in buying these goods 
because I don’t think I’ll make 
any gain,” she says.

Budget passage fails to 
rekindle hope

 Meanwhile, three months 
after President Buhari assent-
ed to Nigeria’s record N6.06 
trillion 2016 budget, which 

many economic analysts had 
projected would kick-start 
the process of reviving the 
nation’s ailing economy, the 
economy is still in doldrums 
as many government minis-
tries, departments and agen-
cies (MDAs) are yet to receive 
funds to begin implementation 
of the budget items.

“Nothing is happening in 
this economy. There is no 
money anywhere. Funds have 
not been released to MDAs. 
Economic activities are just 
not happening,” said a very 
knowledgeable source close 
to BDSUNDAY.

Prior to the passage of the 
budget, many analysts had 
said the ambitious budget 
would reflate and reawak-
en the nation’s slumbering 
economy and save it from an 
impending recession.

“Companies that had laid 
off staff and those that had 
abandoned projects are going 
back to sites and the economy 
will bounce back,” Kemi Adeo-
sun, minister of finance, said in 
a statement in March, adding 
that the government planned 
to spend N350 billion in capital 
expenditures in the second 
quarter alone.

Recall that on May 6, in 
his address shortly after ap-
pending his signature to what 
would be his administration’s 
first budget, President Buhari 
had said, “In designing the 2016 
budget, we made a deliberate 

choice to pursue an expansion-
ary fiscal policy despite the 
huge decline in government 
revenues from crude oil ex-
ports. This is why we decided 
to enlarge the budget deficit 
at this time, to be financed 
principally through foreign 
and domestic borrowings. All 
borrowings will, however, be 
applied towards growth-en-
hancing capital expenditures.”

He assured that the signing 
of the budget would trigger 
concerted efforts to reflate 
the Nigerian economy, a key 
element of which was an 
immediate injection of N350 
billion into the economy by 
way of capital projects.

Following the passage, 
many analysts expressed 
hope that the dark days of the 
Nigerian were finally coming 
to an end.

“After all the drama and 
avoidable delays, the reflation-
ary N6.06 trillion budget has 
been passed and I believe the 
Federal Government is about 
now injecting huge sums of 
money into the economy. I 
can see contractors being paid 
and the road and rail projects 
resuming,” said Sam Ohuabun-
wa, renowned industrialist 
and founder, Sam Ohuabunwa 
Foundation for Economic Em-
powerment (SOFEE).

Over three months after 
the budget was passed, how-
ever, the much-touted refla-
tionary impact is yet to be felt.

Continued from page 2



T
he annual recess em-
barked upon by the 
senators and members 
of the House of Rep-
resentatives has para-

lysed activities at the National 
Assembly.

Legislative aides and most 
staff of the National Assembly 
have practically abandoned their 
offices while the long queue of 
visitors at the main entrance and 
the crowd within the lobby of the 
complex, have disappeared.

Although lawmakers are ex-
pected to resume on September 13 
from the seven-week recess they 
embarked upon on July 21, feelers 
indicate that the resumption may 
be postponed by one week due to 
the forthcoming Sallah celebra-
tion, which coincides with the 
week earlier proposed for their 
resumption.

The recess has created a serious 
lull in activities as offices of the fed-
eral lawmakers remain shut while 
the few workers who turn up for 

duties resume late and close early.
A visit to the car parks also 

reveal that sanity had been re-
stored, as fewer vehicles are in 
the premises thereby preventing 
commotion that usually occur due 
to the inadequate parking space.

Security agents and road safety 
officials who had a herculean task 
turning back vehicles and visitors 
without tags are now as free as 
birds in the air.

In the same vein, few senators 
who come to the complex, sneak 
into their offices for fear of being 
besieged by ‘corporate beggars’.

Banks and other privately-
owned businesses within the 
complex have been experiencing 
very low patronage, even as some 
management staff from the posi-
tion of directors and above usually 
plan their annual leave to coincide 
with this period.

Despite the lull in activities in 
the National Assembly, there are 
few individuals who have made 
something out of nothing by 
thinking out of the box. I stumbled 
on a lady named Grace that makes 
brisk business selling fruit salad in 
the complex.

Using my journalistic instinct, 
I not only patronised her but had 
a chat with her to know how she 
came up with such idea, especially 
in the National Assembly where 
most of us are used to solid meals. 
The 20-year-old admission-seeker 
revealed that she was a petrol at-
tendant at a filling station earning 
N15,000 monthly before a friend 
sold the idea of selling fruit salad 

in the National Assembly to her.
Grace says besides being her 

own boss, earning five times more 
than her monthly pay in her pre-
vious job, she now has time for 
herself working between three 
and five hours daily, as against 
twelve and fourteen hours at the 
filling station.

And wait for this. Amidst eco-
nomic recession, she has been 
able to save to the extent that 
she now contemplates buying a 
piece of land worth N750,000 in 
the nation’s capital for business 
purposes. 

The story of Grace represents 
the indomitable optimism and 
can-do spirit of a Nigerian and that 
life is 10 percent of what happens 
and 90 percent of how you react 
to it. She had the option of being 
a parasite by relying on others 
for survival but chose the option 
of becoming self-reliant to the 
extent that at 20, she is already an 
employer of labour, as she revealed 
to me that she had employed an-
other lady to help sell fruit salad at 
Federal Secretariat, Abuja.

Although other persons have 
attempted to market the same 
item at the complex, they were 
unable to displace her because 
they couldn’t meet her standard. 
This brings me to the issue of pack-
aging when selling a product and 
meeting the individual demands 
of one’s client. While others sim-
ply package the salad in a take-
away pack without taking into 
cognisance the individual needs 
of consumers, Grace ensures that 

the individual differences of her 
clients are met. For instance, some 
would want theirs served with 
milk, others detest it; some prefer 
inclusion of banana or groundnut 
while others don’t want them 
included. Also, while other com-
petitors serve theirs hot, hers is 
served chilled.

Her story reminds me of that 
of Sasha Obama, daughter of US 
President Barack Obama, who 
swapped the comforts of the 
White House for the counter of a 
seafood restaurant.

The 15-year-old took a summer 
job serving food at the business 
in Martha’s Vineyard, Massa-
chusetts.

Unlike an average famous 
child in this part of the world 
who would be sent on summer 
vacation or the middle class who 
would not hesitate to send their 
kids to summer classes, the Obam-
as ensure that they not only found 
work placement for their teen-
age daughter but ensured that 
she is brought up as normally as 
possible, as her job duties include 
working on the takeaway counter, 
waiting on tables and helping 
to prepare the restaurant for its 
lunchtime opening.

The major challenge of most 
tertiary institutions in the coun-
try is their preponderance of 
churning out unskilled gradu-
ates, hence majority of those that 
cannot secure jobs immediately 
after the mandatory one-year Na-
tional Youth Service Corps (NYSC) 
scheme become liabilities not only 

to their immediate families in 
particular but the society at large.

To this end, a bill is currently 
before the Red Chamber, which 
seeks to amend the NYSC Act, 
2004 to provide for free and com-
pulsory acquisition of vocational 
skills by corps members as a solu-
tion to the perennial problem of 
unemployment.

Although corps members are 
taught vocational skills during 
their three-week orientation 
course, the amendment mandates 
the Service Corps to split the Ser-
vice Year into two in such a way 
that the first part shall be directed 
to afford corps members employ-
ment experience while the second 
part of three months and above 
shall be used for free and com-
pulsory acquisition of vocational 
skills by corps members.

Sponsored by Stella Oduah 
(PDP, Anambra North), Section 8 
and 9 of the proposal ensures that 
the Corps shall levy a monthly 
deduction of not more than 20per-
cent on the allowances due to 
corps members, deposit same in an 
interest-yielding account and paid 
to the corps member on comple-
tion of the Service as seed money 
for business start up.

Vocational training will focus 
on 82 skills including welding, 
laundry, livestock farming, plumb-
ing, printing, modelling, photogra-
phy, soap making, office equipment 
maintenance, goldsmith, catering, 
fashion designing, fumigation and 
pest control, computer program-
ming among others.

Like Grace, like Obama’s daughter

A
fter 18 months of ear-
nest waiting to see 
meaningful results 
from the anti-corrup-

tion proclamation of the present 
administration by the present 
Change administration, the 
ousted chairman of the House 
Committee on Appropriations, 
Abdulmumin Jibrin seems to 
have taken over the campaign 
on behalf of the Executive by re-
freshing the seemingly lost hope 
of stemming the high-dreaded 
corruption within the political 
elites. Jibrin was very optimis-
tic in his Thursday’s statement 
titled: ‘No going back on Dogara-
gate scandal.’ He seems to be 
fearless and courageously urged 
his “fellow Nigerians,” to “be rest 
assured the Dogara-gate scandal 
will never be swept under the 
carpet, we shall remain vigilant 
until justice is served on these 
extremely corrupt members.” 
Few hours after, his ‘hunters’ 
under the aegis of Principal of-
ficers met and for the first time in 
the history of the House of Rep-
resentatives, made public their 
resolution on the “2016 budget 
controversy”. They admitted 
that the nation’s public space has 
been inundated with a treatise 
of discuss centered around the 
concept “Budget padding” but 
in defensive tone, argued that 
the allegation was “newly intro-
duced into the lexicon of the Ni-
gerian legislative Appropriation 

process.” I absolutely agree with 
them because in the past, there 
was no love lost among the ben-
eficiaries. But with Jibrin’s re-
solve to open the “can of worm” 
everybody must surely run for 
cover! The 10 members of the 
Body of Principal officers in the 
House of Representatives who 
endorsed the denial statement 
are: Speaker Yakubu Dogara; 
Deputy Speaker - Yussuff Lasun; 
Majority Leader - Femi Gbajabi-
amila; Deputy Majority Leader 
- Umar Buba Jibril; Minority 
Leader - Leo Ogor; Deputy Mi-
nority Leader - Chukwuma Wil-
fred Onyema; Chief Whip - Ado 
Doguwa; Deputy Chief Whip 
- Pally Isumafe Iriase; Minority 
Whip - Umar Barde Yakubu and 
Deputy Minority Whip – Binta 
Bello. But something unusual 
happened! The Majority Leader, 
Femi Gbajabiamila who was 
labeled as the ‘Mole’ among 
the Principal Officers threw up 
a challenge at his colleagues 
including the four principal 
officers who were named to 
have padded the budget. The 
courageous and fearless Femi, 
did not mince words by taking 
advantage of the trending news 
which I believe he must have 
given a second thought, after 
the six hour marathon meeting 
which led to the issuance of the 
resolution on the 2016 budget 
controversy. Femi simply cleared 
himself of just being coerced into 

the meeting. He prevailed on the 
Speaker to convene the meeting 
of the Principal Officers from 
London where he went on three 
weeks break. Since he doesn’t 
want to betray his conscience, 
he unashamedly expressed his 
readiness to be interrogated by 
the security agencies. No one 
needs to tell you that Femi’s posi-
tion would have

swept other agitated princi-
pal officers off-balance. When 
Femi’s statement gets to them, 
be sure they will convey another 
emergency meeting as usual to 
evaluate the rationale behind 
his statement. A masquerade 
behind Femi will be blamed 
again for Femi’s decision. He 
expressly informed them of the 
need for him to clear his name 
in the shady deals, for the sake 
of posterity! “However I gave a 
caveat before the press release 
was signed, I made it clear to my 
colleagues in the leadership that 
because somehow my name had 
been sullied in all of this and fake 
documents and publications had 
been put out there in traditional 
and social media which stated 
I was also involved in the so 
called padding of the budget, 
that I would need to clear my 
name and that even though no 
petition was filed against me by 
Hon Jibrin and no invitation was 
extended to me by the police, I 
would be submitting myself on 
my own volition to the police for 

investigation.”
The onus now lies on four 

members of the principal offi-
cers to subject themselves to the 
laws of the land since the issues 
on ground are mere allegations. 
Jibrin cannot judge the case, 
neither can the security agen-
cies. You are merely appearing 
before them to either affirm or 
prove otherwise. With their 
ranking in this country, nobody 
can intimidate, compel or put 
any of them under duress to 
admit the allegation. But the 
more they confer self-immunity 
on yourself the more suspicious 
they will become, hiding under 
the guise of Legislative Privileges 
and Powers in this instance will 
not help matters.

While Jibrin exonerated the 
Senate from being part of the 
budget scandal, the Principal 
Officers affirmed that “it took 
collective action, in conjunction 
with the Senate and a team from 
the Executive, to rescue the 2016 
Budget when it became obvious 
that the former appropriation 
Chairman had placed both the 
document and the process in 
jeopardy resulting in a spate 
of agitations from Ministries, 
Departments and Agencies.” 
What are the issues identified 
by the Executive that led to the 
setting up of the 15-member 
committee when the Presidency 
first raised the alarm? We only 
learnt of some of the staff of the 

Budget Office who was rede-
ployed without any sanction, 
disciplinary action in line with 
extant Civil Service Rules or 
prosecution! Is that the way to 
fight corruption when both the 
Executive and Legislature are 
found culpable of treating the 
scandal with kid-gloves?

Just few days to go, the recess 
will be over. Emotions will flare 
as those calling for Mr. Speaker 
and other principal officers to 
step aside will come public on 
the floor. The antic to be played 
by those on the defensive is to 
raise a motion for Executive ses-
sion. But will the Transparency 
Group and Integrity Group as 
well as yet-to-be unveiled pro-
Dogara group(s) and caucuses 
reach compromise? That will be 
the story for another day. I just 
pray this matter will be rested 
once and for all!

The stench is still strong and circulating

From the Red Chamber
With 
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From the Green House
With 
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The People’s Democratic Party (PDP) 
is oscillating from one crisis to the 
other. Leadership crisis has con-

tinued to dog the umbrella party. For 16 
straight years, the then largest party in 
Africa refused to provide quality leader-
ship to Nigerians; they occupied the space 
just for personal gain. Nigeria degener-
ated so badly under their watch. But a few 
individuals in the association can easily 
buy off the entire country. They shared 
away the people’s patrimony. Like in ev-
erything under the sun, there is a season 
for everything. The party came to ruins at 
a time they least expected it. The crisis it 
is going through now is self-inflicted, a re-
sult of many years of impunity. It finds ex-
pression in the saying that he who “sows 
to the winds (must) reap the whirlwind”. 

The Appeal Court judgment last 
Thursday that knocked the bottom 
off the Justice Okon Abang’s ruling 

nullifying Governor Okezie Ikpeazu’s 
election did not come to many discerning 
minds as a surprise. When Justice Okon 
handed down his judgment, the world 
screamed foul and many legal practitio-
ners who know their onions argued that 
it would not survive Appeal. What many 
people found difficult to understand is 
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The news last week that Amina Ali 
Nkeki, the Chibok school girl that 
returned from Sambisa forest with 

a daughter, Safiya (fathered by a Boko 
Haram member), is desperately desiring 
to meet her “husband.” This is coming at 
a time when the Nigerian government is 
still making frantic efforts to secure the 
release of over one hundred others still 
being held hostage in the “evil forest” by 
the Islamist sect. Again, it is coming at a 
time the remaining girls in “captivity” are 
begging the government to accede to the 
swap option suggested by the sect. Well, 
if Amina wants to rejoin the man who 
made her a mother, why would anybody 
restrain her, after all, there are different 
reasons for falling in love. Some fall in 
love for the most unbelievable reasons. 
It could be that the bestial nature of 
the “husband” excites her so much. Isn’t 
Amina’s strange crave for a blood-thirsty 
person, who violated her and took away 
her virginity an indication that many of 
the girls still in the Boko Haram den may 
not be willing to return to their parents, 
permanently? Is it not possible that the 
girls have been indoctrinated and radi-
calised so much that they now see other 
Nigerians as enemies, particularly the 
government that has not been able to 
rescue them over two years they were 

abducted? With this fatal desire, it is be-
ginning to sound as if the story of escape 
as told by Amina may not be the whole 
truth. At the time, she claimed to have 
escaped from the Sambisa forest with her 
“husband”, one Mohammed Hayatu. A girl 
who should be thanking her stars for sav-
ing her the ordeal of living with an enemy 
of the Nigerian people, is rather crying 
she wants the man by all means. She sure 
needs to be put under serious watch!

Strange desire

Nigeria in need of recolonisation!
The other day, a group of journalists 

were in a discussion which centered 
on the performance of governments in 

Nigeria since independence. To the chagrin 
of those involved in the conversation, it was 
discovered that all the civilian administra-
tions appeared to have contributed nothing 
in terms of infrastructural development of 
the country. All the bridges, over 99 percents 
of road networks and buildings belonging 
to the Federal Government were either in-
herited from the colonial masters or built by 
the military regimes. The question therefore 
is, what have the so-called democratically 
elected governments in the country achieved 
over the years? The answer is, nothing, 
capital nothing. If anything, they have been 

PDP and the cry of wolf

All in the name of pilgrimage

Ikpeazu: The lucky man in Abia

It was shocking and has remained 
shocking that David Umahi, governor 
of Ebonyi, a state that is so obscure 

that no one hears about it, could at this 
time of economic crisis and terrible pov-
erty begin to play Father Christmas with 
the lean resources of the state. In May 
this year, the governor was said to have 
doled out four SUV Jeeps to, guess who? 
-Ogbonnaya Onu; Martin Elechi, Sam 
Egwu and Anyim Pius Anyim, for what 
he termed “their meritorious services” 
to the state. It is unthinkable that while 
the poor masses of Ebonyi State are being 
neglected, the state government is giving 
out N29 million car gifts to each of the 
afore-listed individuals. He deprived the 
poor and the famished of Ebonyi State to 
enlarge the barn of men who have more 
than enough. This amounts to pouring 
more water into an ocean. Some of these 
beneficiaries are men who sat on the state 
resources for years and have been living 
in affluence even after they left office; 
does it not amount to robbing Peter to pay 
Paul, by giving car gift to Egwu, Elechi, 
and Anyim? Onu rejected the gift, saying 
that the state House of Assembly had, ab 
initio, technically edged him out of his 

Robbing Peter to pay Paul

deserved pension as a former governor 
of the state. Pray, when would the poor 
begin to heave a sigh of relief in Nigeria?

how a few individuals would want to 
drag a whole state into chaos because of 
their selfish ambition. Rather than allow 
Ikpeazu to face the herculean task of 
reconstructing Abia that had become a 
waste land following the sustained plun-
dering that lasted for straight 16 years, 
another group of undertakers emerged to 
cause a huge distraction. Akafukwalaha! 
Chidi Amuta, one of the distinguished 
sons of the state, was sufficiently angry 
about the legal acrobatics distracting the 
governor that he lamented that the state 
has the most troublesome kind of elite 
that are parochial in their views and 
approach to reality. For crying out loud, 
Governor Ikpeazu was elected for a term 
of four years, why would his detractors 
not exercise patience and wait until he 
is done? It remains less than three years. 
Abia is bigger than any single individual. 
Those who were in doubt that Ikpeazu’s 
emergence as governor is divine, should 
be convinced by now that it is, for real. 
The man is made of “steel” and he is ca-
pable of taking the state to the desired 
Next Level no matter what political foes 
may think or do.

The allegation that the APC is the cause 
of its fresh crisis is nonsensical. Those 
who bandy such idle talk are not truth-
ful to their own conscience. Even if the 
APC is doing something against the PDP, 
it was the umbrella party that gave the 
ruling party the opportunity to look into 
its house. He who brings in ant-infested 
faggots invites the lizard. The questions 
to ask are: Is it the APC that shut the PDP 
mouth that it no longer speak out against 
the unfavourable policies of government 
the way the APC in opposition used to 
give the Jonathan administration sleep-
less night through Lai Mohammed? Is it 
APC that directed them to handover the 
spirit and soul of the party to Ali Modu 
Sheriff? PDP must locate its towel where 
it took its bath, period!

plunderers. They have been busy selling off 
everything built by the military regimes, all in 
the name of privatization. Meanwhile, those 
structures were put in place with revenues 
from cocoa, palm oil and groundnuts. Un-
fortunately, with the several trillion dollars 
that the democratically-elected governments 
had harvested from oil, they cannot even 
maintain the roads and other infrastructure 
put in place many years ago. Something 
must be dreadfully wrong somewhere. With 
the way Nigeria is going, a time may come 
when everything would completely come 
to a standstill. May be, if Donald Trump, the 
Republican candidate, wins the presidency in 
America, he may offer to recolonise Nigeria; 
that appears to be the only hope for now.

The report last week of the arrest of 
three Nigerians from Kwara State in 
Madinnah by Saudi Arabia security 

operatives over allegation of involvement 
in drug trafficking shows to what extent 
people can use the name of God in vain. 
The three suspects gave the impression 

back home that they were going for hajj as 
part of their religious obligations; but they 
had some ulterior motives. These were 
the same people who enjoyed certain 
waivers from the Federal Government 
in the FX regime in the country. They 
were said to be among the first batch 
of pilgrims from Kwara State. Perhaps, 
what they wanted to do was to create a 
false impression that their going for the 
hajj brightened their fortunes. Had they 
succeeded, they would have probably 
bragged to people that Allah opened his 
door of favour and abundance on them 
through the hajj. Mind you, these were 
people who were sufficiently briefed and 
pleaded with by the pilgrim board before 
they left Nigeria to be of good behaviour 
and also good ambassadors of Kwara 
and of the country. It is said that they 
risk execution upon conviction as drug 
trafficking offence carries death penalty 
in Saudi Arabia. Imagine what men do in 
the name of worship.

Ikpeazu

Amina with her child

Umahi



Wanakow excites consumers with tailored packages

T
he tides are turning 
especially as regards 
how Africans travel. 
We have sailed past 

the era where travel was 
either the exclusive preserve 
of the rich or those who 
grew bored of their lives and 
decided to seek excitement 
in some distant shores. It’s 
no longer the ritual of men 
in briefcases caught up in-
between the bustle of busi-
ness engagements.

Far from that, travel is 
becoming part of our lives; 

fun. As a highly experienced 
travel brand offering supe-
rior services to customers 
globally, we are aware of 
the untapped destinations 
scattered across the length 
and breadth of the continent. 
This platform allows us as-
semble these exciting desti-
nations together and create 
experiences that suitably 
captures the expectations of 
our customers.”

 “We believe there is so 
much to be explored in Afri-
ca, and so many experiences 
to be shared and savored.  
What we have just done is 

to beam the searchlight on 
those exciting destinations 
that offer similar experienc-
es and value when you visit 
other destinations outside 
Africa,” she stated.

Now, away from the can-
dle lit dinner and all the ro-
mantic ideas that have grown 
pretty wearisome overtime, 
DestinationsAfrica, among 
its many packages, is offer-
ing travelers a new lease of 
life though romantic expedi-
tions. For couples yet to say 
“I do”, African destinations 
present experiences that are 
refreshingly different.

just the same way we throng 
our churches and mosques 
every Sunday and Friday to 
connect with our supreme 
essence.

Beyond the all-in-one-
basket travel packages that 
have come to define travel 
preferences for most people, 
the quest for deeper experi-
ences has gradually taken 
center stage. Perhaps, this is 
where Destinations Africa’s 
themed packages hold sway.

In addition to providing 
tailored packages that truly 
excite consumers, Destina-
tionsAfrica offers unforget-

table experiences that strike 
a chord, not just at a sensory 
level of the individual but at 
the core of the human soul. 

Victoria Onwibiko, chief 
marketing officer of Wana-
kow said DestinationsAfrica 
offers travelers from within 
and outside Africa the op-
portunity of experiencing 
Africa anew, all on a single 
platform.

“One of our major focuses 
with the DestinationsAf-
rica platform is creating rich 
and lasting experiences for 
travelers in ways that are 
innovative, engaging and 
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AON to NAMA: ‘Airlines can’t pay 
for your inefficiency, lavish life style’

T
he Chairman of 
Airline Operators 
of Nigeria (AON), 
Nogie Meggison 
has said that do-

mestic airlines will not con-
tinue to pay for the inefficien-
cy and exuberant life style of 
the Nigerian Airspace Man-
agement Agency (NAMA).

AON’s reaction is coming 
on the heels of the threat by 
the airspace agency to deny 
airlines services for their 
operations or completely 
ground them; a situation the 
airline body said is likely to 
force airlines out of business.

The AON boss contended 
that the inefficiencies of the 
NAMA and other agencies 
have killed several airlines 
and are trying to stifle the 
few surviving ones to pay for 
their inefficiencies.

To buttress his point, he 
cited the N30 billion debt 
NAMA alleged airlines owe 
it, adding that the bills are 
two separate debts name-
ly; that before the Supreme 
Court judgment and that 
after the Supreme Court 
judgment.

He stated that most of the 
airlines that existed before 
the Supreme Court judgment 
were no longer in operation.

According to him, “Be-
cause of the inefficiencies of 
the agencies, they have killed 
several airlines and are trying 
to stifle the few surviving 
ones to pay for their inef-
ficiencies.”

“For example, the pur-
ported N30 billion NAMA 
bills are two separate debts 
namely; that before the 

However, the few surviving 
AON members are ready to 
pay their currently existing 
bills.”

He noted that in NAMA 
for example there have been 
several allegations of finan-
cial impropriety involving 
some staff of the agency to 
the tune of huge sums of 
monies in billions of Naira 
that are currently being ar-
rested and investigated by 
the Economic and Financial 
Crime Commission(EFCC)
and that the agency also 
have a staff strength of 
over 4,807 of which close 
to  300 are Air  Traffic 
Controllers(ATC),adding that 
the airlines cannot continue 
to pay for the agency’s inef-

ficiency and  exuberant life 
style.

On the phantom debts, 
Meggison said that most of 
the debts are owed by mori-
bund airlines, adding that 
denying airlines services 
can only worsen the situ-
ation, as according to him 
only operational airlines 
can pay debts.

In his words, “Majority 
of these phantom debts are 
owed by airlines that are 
dead. Only airlines that are 
in operations can pay debts. 
If you deny services to the 
airlines how do you expect 
them to operate and make 
money to pay up their bills 
in the first place? There are 
better ways of doing things. 
Instead of forcing the airlines 
out of business by denying 
them access to fly or em-
ploying crude arm-twisting 
tactics, the agencies should 
be working closely with the 
airlines to reduce costs and 
make their operations more 
efficient.”

He noted that apart from 
the fact that this kind of cruel 
hostility had stifled airlines in 
the past, it was also one of the 
reasons for the death of many 
Nigerian airlines in the past 
20 years.

He listed airlines that the 
airlines to include: Triax, So-
soliso, Air Nigeria, Premium 
Air Shuttle, Gas, Okada, Sa-
hara, Oriental, Chanchan-
gi, Savanah, Harco, Harka, 
Holtrade, Intercontinental, 
Skyline, Easylink, Chrome 
Air, Fresh Air, ADC, EAS and 
Virgin Nigeria among others .

Meggison advised agency 
to tread cautiously with the 
issue as it affects airline op-
erators

Supreme Court judgment 
and that after the Supreme 
Court judgment. Moreover, 
most airlines that existed 
before the Supreme Court 
judgment are no longer in 
operation.”

Arguing further, Meggison 
pointed out that domestic 
airlines worldwide do not 
pay enroute charges, wonder-
ing why Nigeria’s situation 
should be different.

The Total Radar Cover-
age of Nigeria(TRACON) 
and enroute navigation, he 
stated were not in opera-
tion in 2001 and  that then 
airlines were mandated by 
the Nigerian Civil Aviation 
Authority (NCAA) to use 
Global Positioning System 

(GPS) system  for navigation, 
which was independent of 
NAMA.

Meggison said NAMA 
should not forget the fact 
that the then Aviation Min-
ister,  Fidelia Njeze, had inter-
vened and canceled the pre 
judgment bills with respect 
to navigational and enroute 
charges which is on record 
both with The Federal Min-
istry of Aviation and NAMA 
that it should be written off 
because the services were not 
provided.

According to him, “The 
current economic downturn 
being experienced in the 
country will cripple any air-
line that is expected to pay 
the already cancelled debts. 

BY OUR REPORTER
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What not to do when 
victory seems lost

Y
ou will bear me 
witness that expe-
riencing losses in 
life and business 
can be a very dif-

ficult situation to cope with. 
Many people are in the hospi-
tal because of one loss or the 
other, while others have even 
committed suicide for the 
same reason. Lives have ebbed 
away for many because of 
losses and it appears justifiable.

Of course, losing has to 
be dreaded. Just imagine you 
have put in your best shot, 
toiled so hard, endured so 
much stress, only to be told 
that all your effort was in 
futility. I am not sure there 
is any mortal man that will 
be smiling or excited at such 
a time. Not even David (The 
man after God’s heart) and his 
mighty men could handle it. 
He was on a mission to defend 

the trust that his benefactor 
had in him; he was turned 
back without being able to 
prove his loyalty. The state of 
their mind was not known as 
a result of the turn down they 
had received. However, on get-
ting back to their camp, they 
discovered that it had been 
raided, and all their families 
and goods carried away. This 
was the height of their trouble. 
They broke down and began to 

With Debo Atiba
Website; www.spiritonomics.org

Spiritonomics

S
tarting from where 
we stopped last week 
on the subject of en-
trepreneurship on 

campus.
Babysitting involves an 

incredible amount of re-
sponsibility, so it’s impor-
tant to have confidence in 
your skills as a caregiver. 
Providing a background 
check and taking first aid 
and babysitting training 
classes are great places to 
start. Babysitting rates can 
vary between N15,000 to 
N100,000 a week depend-
ing on your experience, the 
city you live in, ages and 
number of children and 
the amount of responsibil-
ity (driving, cooking meals, 
handling pets, etc.).

Tutor - If you are in 
school, chances are you 
know a thing or two about 
certain academic subjects. 
Whether it’s math, essay 
writing, chemistry - or 
standardised testing - use 
your knowledge to make 
money and teach others 
who might be struggling in 
the areas you excel.

 There will always be 
a high demand for tutors 
in universities and the re-
sources for promoting your 
services are expansive. Stu-
dents who wish to pursue a 
job as a tutor have multiple 
options, such as tutoring 
through your college’s peer-
tutoring center; by applying 
and registering as a tutor at 

your school you will be able 
to earn extra cash without 
having to market your ser-
vices yourself (leave that to 
the school). If you wish to 
go independent, find out if 
your school has an online 
community board where 
you can post your services 
and rates or go into your 
student center and library 
and leave flyers at the front 
desk.

If you excel in a certain 
subject, talk to those profes-
sors and see if they’ll help 
spread the word. Many 
schools often let you reg-
ister as a tutor with them 
so students are able to look 
up your information on 
the school’s website. Also, 
tutor secondary school stu-
dents in your area. One area 
particularly in demand is 
WAEC, JAMB, POST-UTME 
tutoring for both the gen-
eral WAEC, GCE and JAMB 
UTME students. Recognised 
prep companies review 
constantly and do have 
available job opportunities 
if you can contact them.

Tutors can charge any-
where from 8000 to 100,000 
Naira per month depending 
on the subject matter and 
the city, however the going 
rate for JAMB UTME and 
POST-UTME tutors tends 
to skew higher. Look up 
what tutors are charging 
in your area before setting 
your rate.  

Event organiser/pro-

moter - It is undeniable 
that a number of university 
students get wrapped up in 
their school’s social scene. 
Why not capitalise on it and 
create a great business and 
make the extra money. Use 
your time in the university 
to create an entertainment 
and event management, 
promotion and consulting 
startup; as you have no-
ticed an unmet demand for 
off-campus events in your 
university community.

 To bridge the gap, net-
work with local venue 
owners and musicians by 
acting as a liaison between 
local entertainers and ven-
ues; plan and execute suc-
cessfully events that you 
are promoting on-campus 
through guerilla marketing 
tactics, such as passing out 
flyers, putting up posters 
and speaking to students 
one-on-one creating buzz 
among the student body. 
Also utilise major social 
media channels and created 
a website to get your name 
out to the community. Make 
it a win-win for all par-
ties: the venues to get more 
customers, musicians to get 
exposure and, you and your 
team to take a percentage 
of cover charges and ticket 
sales. Find the right people 
to work with and make sure 
you have good chemistry. 
Everyone is painting a small 
part of a larger picture so 
communication is key.

weep terribly. Whatever could 
make mighty men of war like 
these to cry must be serious.

I can tell you that the rea-
son why they could not help 
but cry, was because they felt 
all hope was lost; help was not 
in sight and the future looked 
bleak. The enormity of the en-
tire situation and hopelessness 
of it all broke them all down. It 
was recorded that David had 
never lost a battle, and he had 
resolved a national problem 
by helping to kill Goliath and 
many others. Despite all of 
these as achievements and 
accomplishments he broke 
down in the face of this huge 
loss. Whatever it was that hap-
pened then, is still happening 
now and scriptures say that 
these were written for our 
own example. I don’t know 
how you can pacify a man that 
borrowed money from the 
bank with high expectations 
of paying back only for him 
to lose out in the entire deal 
(due to no fault of his). You 
have to be super human to 
survive such an ordeal. What 

about the business woman 
that bought goods when the 
exchange rate was normal 
only for a new government 
to come in and dollar went 
hay-wire and every profit got 
eroded, not a pleasant experi-
ence also.

But how did David handle 
it, who would have believed 
that what befell him could 
happen to a person of his 
pedigree? He stepped out of 
the natural and entered into 
the supernatural to receive 
encouragement and direction 
and he was spared the agony 
of loss. There are many ways of 
escape for us all as children of 
God if we are ready to be “will-
ing and obedient” (Isaiah 1:19).

We all have challenges 
and failures in different forms 
that arise in our sojourn in life, 
which would definitely take us 
down if we do not know how 
to handle them. As a child of 
God you are still a winner in 
the sight of apparent defeat 
or loss. Even though victory 
seems lost, it is still not over if 
we know what it takes. Now 

wipe off the tears from your 
eyes and open it wide and re-
ceive understanding!  There is 
a place in God where when we 
release our loss and give God 
room to work, we come back 
with gain. Every wise man 
that ever walked in this life 
and had intimate relationship 
with the Father has been to 
such place in God. Where they 
exchanged their weakness for 
strength, they exchanged their 
foolishness for wisdom and 
their losses for gain. They were 
greatly celebrated in life and in 
death because of this decision.

This is our advantage as be-
lievers in the market place. Do 
not give in to discouragement, 
anxiety or worry because they 
have come to steal our faith in 
the help of God and to deny 
us of the resurrection power 
of the Almighty. Receive en-
couragement from God, rejoice 
at the sight of losses, and agree 
with God that there shall be 
no miscarriage and you will 
return back with great gain 
like David and his men did.

Remain blessed.
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Different definitions have 
been proposed by experts 
on the subject of leader-
ship.

According to Wright, 
W.C., “leadership is a re-
lationship in which one 
person seeks to influence 
the thoughts, behaviours, 
beliefs or values of another 
person.”In his book, The 21 
irrefutable Laws of Lead-
ership, leadership expert 
John C. Maxwell sums it up 
by saying that “Leadership 
is influence-nothing more, 
nothing less.” These defini-
tions hold true because we 
cannot succeed as leaders 
without a relational, trans-
forming and service-driven 
leadership.

Leadership is said to 
take place when a person 
attempts to influence the 
behaviour of an individual 
or group, irrespective of 
the reason. If we look criti-
cally at our daily activities, 
we cannot but conclude 
that we all are leaders be-
cause we influence one 
another in one way or the 
other. Be it in our national 
polity, family, corporate 
world, educational system 
or religious circles, leaders 
influence people positively 
or negatively. Until our po-
litical class, public servants, 
religious leaders and the 
corporate world begin to 
use their leadership influ-
ence positively for the ben-
efit of the common man, we 
will be far from realising 
our potentials and destiny 
as a nation.

Leadership has been 
grossly misconstrued to 
mean control or position. 
We are still bedevilled by 
the mindset of positional 
or control leadership in 
this country.This leadership 
misnomer is the bedrock 
of corruption and political 
brigandage in our nation.
True leadership is greater 
than control or position. 
True leadership is service.
The corporate world in 
most advanced countries, 
especially in the United 
States is gradually transit-
ing from positional and 
authority-oriented leader-
ship to servant leadership. 
Until we get our leadership 
orientation right, we can-
not excel in our potential 
as a country.

Jesus first introduced 
the concept of servant lead-
ership in the book of Mark 
9:33-35 when He discov-
ered that His apostles were 
having conflict over who 
should be the leader of His 
team. He deconstructed 
their mindset by making 
them to understand that 
the impact of a leader is 
not born out of the posi-
tion he occupies, but the 
service he delivers. Jesus 
said: “…If any man wants 
to be first, he must be the 
very last, and the servant 
of all.” He exemplified it 
by washing the feet of His 
apostles. A proponent of 
servant leadership, Robert 
K. Greenleaf posits that, 
“The servant-leader is at 
first a servant. In so doing, 

he declared the primacy of 
serving others as the single 
best reason for anyone to 
seek a leadership position 
and to exercise legitimate 
power and authority.”

 In his book, Relational 
Leadership: A Biblical Mod-
el for leadership, Wright, 
W.C., states that, “We are 
called to be servant of Jesus 
with the responsibility of 
pointing people to God in 
the discharge of our leader-
ship functions.” According 
to Wright, “Leadership is 
a relationship of service- a 
relationship in which influ-
ence and leadership flow 
from service, not from po-
sition or status.” The influ-
ence of a leader on others 
is significantly connected 
to his relationship with 
God and empowered by 
the Holy Spirit. The more 
intimate a leader is with 
God, the more the spirit’s 
power flows through him, 
and the greater his leader-
ship influence.

In conclusion, building 
a virile relationship with 
God that would translate in 
good leadership that would 
benefit the people is what 
distinguishes successful 
leaders from ordinary lead-
ers. Griffin, E. in his book, 
The Reflective Executive 
observes that “Leaders hold 
something very fragile in 
their hands- the hopes and 
dreams and ideas and con-
tributions of their people. 
These must be held gently 
with respect, not crushed in 
the fist of power.”

Excellent life

Successful leadership
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Cashing in on the export 
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 Baje is Nigerian first Food Technolo-
gist in the media
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H
e is not a real man 
that does not own 
a piece of land’- He-
brew proverb

Now, with the Property Protec-
tion Bill just signed into Law by 
the Lagos State Governor, Ambode, 
buyers of traditional lands in Lagos 
can now sing uhuru. However, it is 
still a wise one to take very careful 
steps.

The first step I strongly recom-
mend in buying lands mostly from 
traditional people is to approach 
a professional. It is recommended 
that you approach a lawyer that is 
grounded in Property & Real Estate 
dealings. It is not every lawyer that 

E
xperts on the nation’s 
economy have for years 
identified the export 
of non-oil products as 
a multi-billion dollar 

industry waiting to be properly 
tapped into. According to statistics 
made available by the Chamber of 
Commerce, the non-oil product 
export sector is also rapidly on the 
upswing. This has been attributed 
to the Federal Government’s policy 
and sustained support for the non-
oil industry, especially agriculture. 
With the fast dwindling revenue 
from oil and the policy thrust 
on agriculture, as the way out of 
the wood, there should be the 
streamlining of mechanisms to 
encourage growth, processing, 
preservation and standardisation 
of food products good enough 
for export. One veritable sub-
sector is that of locally-produced 
beverages.

It was therefore, a piece of 
cheering news when the Federal 
Institute of Industrial Research, 
Oshodi (FIIRO), Lagos, expressed 
its readiness to export some local 
beverages such as the popular 
Zobo and Kunu drinks to parts of 
Europe and the Middle East. This 
was made some three years ago 
by FIIRO’s resourceful Director 
General, Dr. (Mrs.) Gloria Elemo 
during a parley with some women 

who are fully engaged in the 
enterprise at Minna, Niger State.

This move, if seen to its logical 
conclusion would underscore the 
importance of using a pragmatic 
synergy between research 
institutes and the private sector. 
Furthermore,  the hitherto 
huge potentials inherent in our 
vast raw materials would be 
unlocked through modernised 
local processing. Just as our cocoa 
beans, sesame seeds, oil palm 
nuts, cashew nuts, and cassava 
sell more in the international 
market if they are exported as 
processed, intermediate products, 
Zobo and Kunu will attract more 
foreign exchange when processed 
to internationally accepted 
standards of food safety.

Also, coming at a time when 
youth unemployment has 
become a waiting time-bomb, this 
salutary move deserves support 
from both the public and private 
sectors. One can only imagine 
the spin-off effects this will add 
to the value chain. More farmers 
would be kept busy at increasing 
their production to increase the 
volume of the raw materials. 
Similarly, more women would 
become local processors. And 
if the economic boom is well 
articulated and handled, it should 
rub off positively on the local 
machine fabricators, packaging 
companies, transporters, those 
who purchase these drinks in 
bulk, the retailers and of course, 
the exporters.

The question begging for 

answer is how to truly increase 
the intellectual and financial 
capacity of the rural farmers 
and women to meet local and 
international demands. The other 
is how to expand the scope to the 
urban centres.

For instance, it would be 
observed that on daily basis we 
see women from the Northern 
part of the country selling bottled, 
locally-prepared beverages such 
as Fura de Nono, Kunu and Zobo 
along the streets of Lagos. Yet, 
some people who would have 
patronised them are scared 
because of the safety of those 
drinks. What is the source of the 
water used in making them? How 
thoroughly washed are the bottles 
used for their packaging? Are the 
vendors themselves hygienic? 
Why are they not under the 
purview of the National Agency 
for Food and Drug Administration 
and Control (NAFDAC)?

With a much-resp e cte d 
A g e n c y  s u c h  a s  F I I R O 
spearheading their production 
and packaging for export the level 
of confidence of the consumers 
here and other parts of the world 
is likely to increase. But there is 
still much more to be done than 
said. Critical amongst these is 
training and re-training of the 
local producers. On this, FIIRO 
will do well to partner with the 
local government councils, NGOs 
on women and rural community 
empowerment, local banks and 
Bank of Industry (BoI).The re-
introduction of the backward 
integration policy as enunciated 
during the IBB era has become 

imperative. What with the scarce 
foreign exchange to import some 
raw materials especially those 
found in abundance across 
the length and breadth of the 
country?

Another important step to 
take is that of the standardisation 
of the local beverages to meet 
international standards on 
nutrition, quality assurance and 
safety. It would indeed be a global 
feat should these drinks command 
ISO Certification in a few years to 
come. That will certainly boost 
their global rating value as well 
as the attendant sales. To achieve 
this, FIIRO should work hand-
in-hand with NAFDAC and the 
SON. But they need more financial 
support from the government in 
this regard.

Not to be left out is the 
significance of mass sensitisation 
and awareness campaigns. The 
mass media should be carried 
along. Good enough, the Guild 
of Editors recently endorsed the 
Federal Government’s policy for 
a paradigm shift to agriculture. 
But to strengthen this resolve, 
governments at both the federal 
and state levels should assist the 
local entrepreneurs by way of 
providing stable electric power 
supply and good access roads for 
effective transportation.

Apart  from the lo cal ly 
processed Zobo and Kunu the 
Nigerian market provides huge 
export market opportunities 
for U.S. exporters of fruit juice 
concentrate. Nigeria’s fruit juice 
market has grown by as much 
as 60 percent over the past few 

years. This growth which came 
long before the current recession 
has been attributed to increasing 
incomes of Nigerian consumers, 
an expanding middle class, and 
greater health-consciousness of 
consumers. The snag however, 
is that though the Federal 
Government announced the total 
ban on importation of fruit Juice 
(either in bottled or packaged 
form) on the 29th January 2003, 
the implementation has not been 
sustained. With available fruits 
such as oranges, mango, tomato, 
paw-paw, guava and pineapple we 
can develop local juice concentrate 
industry.

To  f u l l y  ke y  i n t o  t h i s 
opportunity you should be 
prepared for the challenges 
and protocols of exporting. 
You equally need to develop a 
sound and sustainable financial 
plan. You must understand 
the legal aspects involved in 
international transactions. You 
should be ready to adhere to 
strict international standards and 
client’s specifications. 

But first, prepare an export 
marketing plan bas e d on 
research and selection of one’s 
target market. The plan should 
include details that will help you 
determine the best methods of 
delivering the product or service 
to your target market.  

But are you ready for this 
money-spinner? The answer lies 
in your hands.

 

is vast in Real Estate and property 
acquisition and management. If 
you are in doubt, please interview 
the lawyer and let him furnish you 
with a few deals in land he has suc-
cessfully brokered. You can take 
further steps to check with some 
of such clients he has handled 
their transactions. Once you are 
convinced, tell him what your plans 
are. However, if you already have 
a land that is of interest to you, let 
the lawyer have all the details you 
already have at your disposal for his 
perusal and further action.

As you work along with the 
professional you have engaged, do 
not let your hands off the steering 
finally. Sometimes, such experts 

have too many things doing that 
they may leave out a few details 
that will eventually matter along 
the line. So, always ask questions 
and let him know if you have made 
observations along the line. As-
suming he knows everything and 
sleeping in the oars could be very 
counter-productive. Suffice to say 
however, that a good lawyer that 
knows his onions has a name and 
professional integrity to protect. 
He would therefore, be careful not 
to take steps that will eventually be 
detrimental to the transaction. It is 
also wise to engage a professional 
that lives among the owners or 
has a close proximity with them. 
This will readily avail him of in-
formation that will be very useful 
in the transaction. For instance, 
a professional that lives around a 
traditional family from whom you 
intend to purchase a land readily 

knows the moral tenacity of that 
family. He can say, with little diffi-
culty if such a family has a record of 
criminality or otherwise. This may 
pose some difficulty for a distant 
consultant who may now have to 
rely on hearsays.

The second step is to conduct a 
thorough due diligence on the land 
of interest. Ask questions from close 
people. You may get across to other 
land owners, agents, surveyors or 
even other lawyers who are very 
likely to have information about 
the land and the family. Since 
traditional land owners are often 
families with historical background 
and in most cases possess huge sizes 
of lands, getting information about 
them and the lands may not be a 
major challenge. Such enquiries 
will clarify issues like real owner-
ship, acquisition, possible litigations 
or disputes over such lands. It is 
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‘

also important to get information 
from the local police stations clos-
est to such lands. This is because; 
the police are most likely to have 
been involved in matters that may 
have arisen in such lands if there 
were such.

To be continued



Health hazard looms as fake 
sausages in circulation increase
…experts say rolls could be poisonous

Consumer’s Corner
Sunday 21 August 2016 SUNDAYBD 33

N
igerian 
consumers 
risk health 
hazards 
from in-

creased circulation of fake 
sausages which are mak-
ing waves in the markets, 
further questioning the 
regulatory checks of Na-
tional Agency for Foods, 
Drug Administration 
and Control (NAFDAC), 
BDSUNDAY findings 
show.

A visit to different 
retail shops across Lagos 
metropolis, particularly 
around Ikeja, Oshodi, 
Gbagada, Abule Egba and 
Victoria Island, revealed 
that these sausages bear-
ing no expiration dates, 
manufacturing or batch 
numbers, contrary to 
NAFDAC’s regulation, are 
being sold to innocent 
consumers, most of whom 
do not check for dates on 
products before consump-
tion.

“The shelf life of 
sausages is very short and 
it is exposed to microbial 
contamination. With-
out expiry dates, there 
is no other way one can 
ascertain if the product is 
still safe for consumption. 
Eating expired ones could 
lead to food poisoning and 
many people have died 
as a result of that,” said 
George Nwagha, a Lagos-
based pharmacist.

“Once a product is 
expired, what the makers 
are saying is that they can 
no longer guarantee the 
state of that product be-
cause whatever preserva-
tive method they used is 
no longer effective. This is 
very dangerous and could 
become poisonous. When 
someone consumes such 
product, he or she could 
become very sick and die,” 
Odubanjo said.

Specifically, ‘Gala’ and 
‘Beefie’, two products of 
UAC Food Limited and 
Chi Limited respectively 
are the targets of the 
perpetrators considering 

their increasing demand 
in the market, a develop-
ment experts say should 
have been a source of con-
cern to the manufactur-
ers, especially in routine 
market checks on their 
products.

One of the retailers 
angrily responded to 
our visit, saying, “What 
kind of question is that? I 
bought this sausage (name 
withheld) directly from 
their makers and people 
have been buying. What 
is my business with date 
or no date? If you don’t 
like it, then leave it. I’m 
not begging for custom-
ers.”

“People have been 
buying them. You know 
I bought these products 
and I have to finish selling 
my goods as well. If they 
don’t finish buying them, 
will I pack them for my 
children to consume?” an-
other retailer in Victoria 
Island told BDSUNDAY.

Other retailers that 
spoke with BDSUNDAY 
maintained that they 
bought the fake products 
directly from the com-
pany.

“Most times, they don’t 
write dates because… 
Look inside this carton, 
that is how I saw them. 
You can see how new the 
wrapper is,” also said a 
retailer on Victoria Island.

At Ikeja, the situation 
is not different as some 
retailers try to convince 
sausage consumers who 
appeared confused that 
the products without 
expiry or manufactur-
ing dates were good for 
consumption. “It is fresh. I 
just bought it today. Touch 
it and see how soft it is,” 
she said.

Moved by the health 
hazards posed by these 
sausages, BDSUNDAY 
visited one of the mak-
ers of the products, Chi 
Limited, with the aim of 
tracing the source of their 
products at retail outlets 
in Lagos  but efforts to 
get a response from the 
company or their media 
personnel was unsuccess-
ful.

“Anybody can fake 
this product. The com-
pany has been compliant,” 
Christiana Obiazikwor, 
Chief Public Relations 

CHINWE AGBEZE

Officer, NAFDAC, said 
in defense of the agency. 
She however, noted that, 
“Nigerians don’t check for 
the expiration dates. That 
is the problem we have. 
We don’t read labels. Even 
the scratcher on the prod-
ucts, both educated and 
non-educated Nigerians 
don’t have the patience 
to scratch and check for 
product genuiness.”

At UAC Food Limited, 
the company said it has 
a process in place that 
ensures every single Gala 
that leaves their factory is 
appropriately coded with 
production details.

“This definitely cannot 
come from us. It’s really 
a big surprise to me,” said 
Joan Ihekwaba, General 
Marketing Manager of 
UAC Food Limited after 
inspecting some samples 
of the product presented 
by our this reporter.

“Our products are 
always coded with batch 
no, expiry date and time 
of production. Even the 
shift of production is 
coded and so, if there is 
any problem along the 
line we can trace it to the 
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operator. It’s even good 
this information is getting 
to us because it means 
that something must be 
happening outside,” she 
said.

According to Kelechi 
Alaribe, Operations Man-
ager, UAC Foods Limited, 
“the coding machine is 
designed in such a way 
that no gala goes out with-
out it being fully coded. 
The time of wrapping 
and everything would be 
indicated as part of the 
consumer information. 
There is no way any omis-
sion can come up.”

Ihekwaba said that,in 
as much as they would 
like to ensure that they 
maintained the confi-
dence that consumers 
have bestowed on them 
by rooting out the perpe-
trators, she could not do 
much because her hands 
were tied. “It’s so amaz-
ing how consumers take 
this product everyday as 
if their daily life depends 
on it and indeed with that 
in mind, we take care to 
make sure we don’t disap-
point them. We know the 
economy is biting hard 

on everyone and a lot of 
people are doing stuff to 
ensure that they survive. 
If we catch the culprits, 
we’ll blacklist them.

“We don’t produce 
these gala wrappers here, 
they are supplied to us. So, 
it means between where 
it’s produced and the time 
it gets here, anything can 
happen. So, it is not impos-
sible for you to see the 
complete replica of our 
packaging. There is a limit 
to what we can control,” 
she said.

Consumers who spoke 
with BDSUNDAY nar-
rated their experiences.

Jeffrey Umoh, who re-
sides in Ikeja area of Lagos, 
had already consumed 
the fake (name withheld) 
when he realized he 
should have checked.

“I was famished on 
Tuesday so I bought a 
package of (name with-
held) and a bottle of soft 
drink around Abule Egba. 
I usually check for dates 
but that day, I didn’t check 
probably because I was 
too hungry to check or be-
cause I trusted the brand. 
Besides, the (name with-
held) was soft and fresh. I 
had already finished eat-
ing when someone came 
to buy (name withheld) 
and complained about the 
dates not being there. I 
quickly grabbed the (name 
withheld) wrapper which 
was now lying on the floor 
and, to my shock, I discov-
ered there was no date. 
Throughout that day, I was 
not myself,” Umoh said.

“When I went to buy 
(name withheld) close to 
my house, the woman 
opened the showcase and 
was trying to give me the 
ones underneath instead 
of the ones on top. Immedi-
ately, I became suspicious. I 
thought they were expired 
and so I checked when 
she handed them to me. 
When I did not find the 
expiry date, I told her what 
happened and she said 
that was how she bought 
them,” Juliet Okoro, an-
other consumer, said.
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SPOTLIGHTING BRAND VALUE

Understanding Etisalat’s entrepreneurship 
support culture, innovations for brand drive

A
n African adage 
says: a destined 
wise individual is 
identified early in 
life. This truism 

resonates typically with Etisalat 
Nigeria which launched into 
the Nigeria’s telecom market 
in October 2008 after paying 
$400 million for its operating li-
cence. The figure was far above 
$285 million paid by other three 
telecom operators that were 
licensed before it. Federal Gov-
ernment reportedly generated 
over $1.3 billion from the four 
GSM licensees; the amount be-
ing unprecedented in the his-
tory of Africa’s telecommunica-
tion licensing.

Driving from the rear, Etisalat 
with current subscriber base 
of over 23 million, right from 
the outset was able to spotlight 
pitfalls which older operators, 
perhaps did not see. Against 
all odds as a late entrant, it was 
determined to move faster up 
the ladder, if it must remain 
relevant among consumers. 
Borrowing a word from Mar-
tin Luther King Jr, the telecom 
operator whose shareholding 
structure comprises Mubadala 
40%, Etisalat 30% and Nigerian 
investors, had a dream. A dream 
to democratize GSM market and 
allow Nigerians experience real 
interconnectivity service.

Clearly, Etisalat promoters 
saw the medium to long term 
opportunities and the huge po-
tentials of the Nigerian market. 
These inspired them to position 
the network as a market disrup-
tor notwithstanding the imme-
diate challenges.

Adopting propelling gear 3 
in its initial driving force, Eti-
salat identified some consumer-
loyalty touch points for quick 
and relevant bonding which 
included youth marketing, en-
trepreneurship support and in-
novative products and services 
offerings.

The multinational telecom 
company had to encourage it-
self  within the same period 
that some analysts predicted 
that the company was to fold 
up owing to the multiplicity of 
challenges and also in  a market 
that some thought had already 
become saturated with three 
mobile operators and NITEL 
still in existence. But from the 
first blast of the whistle, Etisalat 
gained reputation for innova-
tive products, services and of-
ferings that immediately en-
deared it to both subscribers of 
existing operators and the new 
ones, who began to flock to the 

network – for a taste of what 
became the quality service to 
cherish. Now it has over 23 mil-
lion subscribers.

Innovative product offers
In its strive and commitment 

to race fast and steadily, Etisalat 
identified youth marketing, but 
not exclusively and quickly in-
troduced some innovative and 
data-centric products which 
include – Easystarter, Easycliq, 
Cliqlite, Classic Post-paid, Easyb-
usiness and Easyblaze; all tailor-
made to meet the needs of its 
customers.

This portfolio of products 
made market wondering how 
Etisalat is getting the kick for all 
the ideas. “It seems clearly that 
this is a message Etisalat set out 
to pass to its subscribers, a target 
it set out to achieve, a focus it 
beams its searchlights upon and 
a horizon the company is envi-
sioning to be as a market leader; 
and, there’s no stopping Etisalat 
Nigeria in this pursuit of excel-
lence”, says an analyst.

On how Etisalat is creating 
the culture of innovation, the 
Director, Channel Sales, Etisalat 
Nigeria, Victor Nwaobia said 
recently and confidently that 
innovation is part of Etisalat 
DNA. “At Etisalat, we innovate, 
and how do we innovative? 
We simply listen to our chan-
nel partners and our customers; 
and even our channel partners’ 
partners, we listen to them. This 
helps us to identify their chal-

Etisalat entered the Nigeria’s telecom market 8 years ago after the payment of $400 million for an operating licence. Nigeria’s 
telecom market is now valued at $38 billion. Coming 7 years after three other operators seemed to have dominated the market; 
Etisalat is playing strong on innovation, youth and customer friendliness among other marketing strategies for differentiated 
brand building. Daniel Obi assesses these marketing strategies which include support for entrepreneurship, mobile money 
solutions aimed to bridge the gap for the unbanked and creation of experience centers across Nigeria. Excerpts

of access to finance and market 
among others.

One of the initiatives for 
growing SMEs is called EasyB-
usiness Millionaires’ Hunt, an 
initiative that gives SMEs, who 
subscribe to Etisalat EasyBusi-
ness package the opportunity 
to apply for a business grant. 
Through this initiative Etisalat 
said it has already trained 100 
entrepreneurs and given busi-
nesses over N40 million in 
grants. The telecom firm also 
sponsors Market Access Fo-
rum, a quarterly networking 
platform that enables owners of 
growing businesses to interact 
with operators of large corpo-
rations, thereby gaining useful 
insight on business growth. The 
initiative is collaboration be-
tween Enterprise Development 
Center of Pan Atlantic Univer-
sity and Small and Medium En-
terprises Development Agency 
of Nigeria (SMEDAN).

Vice President, Marketing, 
Etisalat Nigeria, Adebisi Idowu, 
said  Market Access demon-
strates the company’s commit-
ment to innovative solutions 
that can help startups and small 
businesses grow sustainably 
in spite of environmental chal-
lenges that every business faces. 
“When you are starting a small 
business, you have to be unique 
and innovative. Don’t copy 
other people’s business ideas; if 
your idea is based on an exist-
ing one, then you have to go the 
extra mile by adding something 
unique”, he stressed. 

He disclosed that Etisalat is 
proud at all times to be associ-
ated with small and growing 
businesses in Nigeria because of 
the shared similar story that the 
telco has as a startup in Nigeria. 
“When we came to Nigeria, the 
market had been fully taken by 
existing operators. Though we 
came into the market as a small 
player, today our story is dif-
ferent; we have over 23 million 
subscribers and we are on our 
way to becoming the number 
one player in the industry. This 
tells us that every small busi-
ness has a potential to grow into 
a big corporation, which is why 
we associate with small busi-
nesses.”

Speaking on the importance 
of Market Access Forum, the 
General Manager, Enterprise 
Development Centre, Wale An-
ifowose, said “The main goal of 
Market Access Nigeria is to fa-
cilitate market access for SMEs 
by keying them into the value 
chain of large organisations, 
bridging the gap, and enabling 

local content development and 
participation in various sectors 
of the Nigerian economy.”

The SME development initia-
tives have also attracted com-
mendation from government 
to Etisalat. Recently, the Minis-
ter of State for Industry, Trade 
and Investment, Hajiya Aisha 
Abubakar, applauded the tele-
com company for being at the 
forefront of promoting initia-
tives that support growing busi-
nesses as one of the key drivers 
of Nigerian economic prosper-
ity.

She added: “the time to sup-
port SMEs in Nigeria could not 
have been more auspicious 
than now that the Federal Gov-
ernment of Nigeria is conscious-
ly making efforts to diversify 
from an oil economy. Certainly, 
this is a good omen for small and 
growing businesses which con-
stitute over 95% of the Nigerian 
economy”.

In June this year, Etisalat Ni-
geria’s Director of Digital Busi-
ness, Adia Sowho was selected 
among eminent personalities 
that spoke at the Global Entre-
preneurship Summit 2016 at Sil-
icon Valley, California, United 
States of America.

Building community of in-
novators

Etisalat has also developed 
Prize for Innovation, a competi-
tion created to discover, nurture 
and reward the most innova-
tive mobile broadband product, 
idea or service in Nigeria. It is 
awarded in two categories: Most 
Innovative Product/Service cat-
egory and Most Innovative Idea 
category for the most innova-
tive product or service and the 
most innovative idea launched 
in the last 12 months. Each year 
winners go home with price re-
wards of N5m and N2m respec-
tively. Obi Brown and Chijioke 
Ezegbo were the winners for 
the 2015 edition.

In addition to this, the telco 
has also launched its unique 
Etisalat Franchise Centres in 
keeping with its commitment to 
customer friendliness. Through 
the Franchise Centres, Etisalat 
continuously offers its over 23 
million customers on its net-
work innovative touch points 
that provide them excellent cus-
tomer experiences and quicker 
response to their needs wher-
ever they may be.

With great initiatives, Eti-
salat remains a brand to watch 
not just within the telecom in-
dustry, but across the innova-
tive solutions service providers’ 
landscape.
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lenges and needs during our 
several engagements. These 
feedback arms us with invalu-
able insight on how to serve 
them better and make their 
businesses more lucrative and 
profitable, and in turn help us 
to achieve our corporate objec-
tives. So, we work with a lot of 
data.”

It must be acknowledged 
that Etisalat’s broad innova-
tive offerings coupled with 
market incentives like price 
cuts and bonuses have created 
broadened options for telecom 
consumers, and consequently 
raised the expectation bar. In 
fact it disrupted the market 
with price structure.

Entrepreneurial support
Etisalat Nigeria which is one 

of the 19 operations of the Eti-
salat Group that spans across 
Africa, Middle East and Asia, 
serving over 182 million sub-
scribers has identified entrepre-
neurial support within Nige-
rian market as another strategy 
of building brand but principal-
ly growing businesses.

Its support for businesses es-
pecially SMEs in a time of new 
level of awareness that the sec-
tor holds the ace to grow our ail-
ing national economy, has be-
come a great beacon of hope to 
some of the 17 million SMEs in 
the country. This is not difficult 
to figure out: majority of small 
businesses are facing challenges 
such as poor infrastructure, lack 

Matthew Willsher



F
ifteen-year-old 
Patience Martins, 
the first daughter of 
her patients, is going 
through the most dif-

ficult moments of her life. She is so 
confused that she does not know 
who to confide in. Her mother 
who would have been in a better 
position to manage the situation 
or prevent a reoccurrence appears 
distant.

Below is Patience’s story as told 
by her:

My mother had never loved 
me. If she had, then she has a 
really strange way of showing it. 
She had told me times without 
number, especially when she 
was angry, that she wished I’d 
never been born. Maybe she 
never meant them but word spo-
ken in moments of anger should 
not be taken lightly.

She was not always around 
because of her tight business 
schedule that took her out of 
town more than it brought her 
into town. If she was not in 
Paris, then it was London, China, 
America and most times, Dubai. 
This means I hardly saw her and 
to me, that was good at a time 
but because she always made me 
work more. Now I wish she had 
been close enough.

We had a housemaid, Ekaette, 
who took Mum’s position in the 
kitchen and mother was scared 
that with time, Ekaette would 
take her place in Dad’s bed as 
well, so she made arrangements 
to get a replacement for her 
before her next travel. We had 
grown fond of Ekaette. Apart 
from the sumptuous meals she 
prepared that always had us 
begging for more, she was a good 
company because of her jovial 
nature.

When we heard of the plans 
to dismiss Aunt Eka, as my 
siblings and I called fondly called 
her, we pleaded with my dad 
who promised to talk to Mum 
about letting her stay, but Mum’s 
mind was already made up.

On my mother’s insistence, 
dad employed a male chef 
because I was too young to cook 
at the time she commenced her 
‘missionary journey’. I overheard 
her telling one of her friends, 
Aunt Stella, that a female help 
around the house would mean 
presenting my father with a sec-
ond wife. She reasoned a male 
cook would make dad a faithful 
husband but she reasoned badly.

The vacuum Mum created 
with her regular visits, dad filled 
perfectly well. With time, my 
siblings and I got used to her not 
being around. We even loved 
it when she wasn’t around 
because we had boundless fun 
as she always prevented us from 
enjoying ourselves to the fullest. 
She always found reasons to say 
no to some of our requests and 
when she did, no one could make 
her change her mind, not even 
my dad.

I had a loving father who 
made my sibling and I feel super 
special. I was the envy of our 
friends who seized every oppor-
tunity to tell me how fortunate I 
was to have such a darling man 
for a dad.

He always said he loved us 
equally but he loved me more 
because I was his favourite. 
There were times when my 
mother would want to pun-
ish me for some wrong I had 
done and dad would rise to my 
defence. He would make me 
apologise and make sure my 
mother did not lay a finger on 
me. At such times, mum always 
told him without mincing words 
that he was spoiling me.

“If you don’t beat this girl, she 
would never learn her lessons. 
Even the bible instructs that 

we hit them (children) once in a 
while. Ben, you are spoiling this 
girl oh! Beating has never killed 
any child before,” my mother 
would always say to my dad.

With time, dad and I stuck 
like bread and butter. He knew 
all my friends and made sure 
I never kept male friends no 
matter how platonic I tried to 
convince him that they were; it 
was never enough. He always 
gave perfect advice as any child 
would expect from her father.

My problem began four 
months ago after I turned 15. 
Dad had this regular habit of 
coming into our room to check 
on us every night to make sure 
we were sleeping comfortably 
before he retired to bed. Most 
times he would reposition us 
well. He always ensured that 
my immediate younger sister, 
Stephanie, who was always 
rolling from one end of the bed 
to the other, had not succeeded 
in pushing me or Joy, our last 
daughter, to the ground. Some-
times, especially when my cous-
ins visited, he would carry one of 
us to his room to sleep between 
him and mum.

One fateful night, precisely 
on the third Friday in June, I 
was fast asleep when I suddenly 
felt someone fumbling with 

my clothes. When I managed 
to open my eyes, I saw I was in 
daddy’s bedroom and he had 
already had his way. I was young 
but not too young to know that 
this was definitely not right. Dad 
made me promise never to tell 
what happened to anyone, not 
even my closest friend in school, 
Laura. I was too confused to 
even utter a word; I just nodded 
and quietly left his room.

That day I stayed inside the 
bedroom I shared with my two 
younger sisters refusing to move 
an inch. I was trying to process 
everything that happened and 
dad really gave me the time to 
because that night, he never 
touched me but the following 
night, the evil spirit enveloped 
him again and he started de-
manding for it regularly as if it 
was his right.

Anytime mum was around, 
dad would recoil and try to play 
that loving role, but I never 
felt free around him anymore. 
Mum noticed that something 
was wrong but she did not push 
it. Obviously, her mind never 
went that far. To her, Aunt Eka 
was the only rival and with her 
out of the picture, nothing could 
go wrong. Mum did not bother 
to ask why I was withdrawn 
and I never volunteered to say 

Fathers protect but mine destroys

anything either.
Two days ago, dad noticed I 

was not feeling very well and he 
decided to take me to the hospi-
tal. The driver always took my 
siblings and me to the hospital 
anytime we were indisposed 
but this day was different. Dad 
insisted on taking me to the hos-
pital himself. I guess he suspect-
ed that the seed he planted was 
beginning to geminate or maybe 
he feared I would let out our ‘our 
little secret’.

On getting to the hospital, I 
ran several tests and one came 
out positive. According to the 
doctor, I was six weeks pregnant 
and dad is insisting it must be re-
moved. Inasmuch as I don’t want 
to be a mother at this tender age, 
I’m scared that I might die if I try 
to get rid of the baby.

At this point, I don’t know 
what to do with my life. I feel 
like ending it all because I cannot 
stand the shame that comes with 
letting this child grow inside me, 
neither could I stand the risk of 
trying to commit abortion. I’ve 
never been this confused all my 
life and I hope someone comes 
to my rescue fast before I end it 
all. Fathers are known to protect 
their children from possible 
harm, but mine has destroyed 
my life.

CHINWE AGBEZE
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ZEBULON AGOMUO

‘You can’t reach the Promised Land if 
you don’t pass through wilderness’

W
hen he spoke at the 
International Bible 
Training Centre 
(IBTC), Ayobo, Ipaja, 
Lagos last Sunday, 

quoting scriptures, indicating he is 
so versed in the Holy Book, many of 
those who listened to him wondered 
aloud, “Is Udom Emmanuel also among 
the prophets?”

Those who raised the question 
know very well that unlike his host, 
Pastor William F. Kumuyi, general su-
perintendent of the Deeper Christian 
Life Ministry (DCLM) who drinks, eats 
and breathes the scriptures, Emmanu-
el is a politician and governor of Akwa 
Ibom State, whose affinity with the 
scriptures is not a public knowledge 
beyond his likeness for appearances at 
religious gatherings.

But there he was dishing out verses 
upon verses of the scripture in a way it 
could be said he just stepped out from 
a Bible training college.

Addressing a large crowd of wor-
shippers at IBTC, which serves as a 
temporary headquarters of the Deep-
er Life Bible Church, pending when its 
multi-million naira edifice at Gbagada 
area of the state would be ready for 
use, Governor Emmanuel said: “I con-
sider that worship is very personal and 
private because God says whosoever 
will…(may come). Permit me to say at 
this time, what a privilege to be here. 
To worship here is a privilege. Paul the 
apostle said, ‘that I may know him’, Da-
vid said, ‘one thing do I ask of the Lord, 
and what do I seek after that I may 
dwell in the house of the Lord.’

“In Nigeria, probably the entire 
black world, we don’t appreciate what 
we have. I always ask a question, 
if we have these great men of God 
praying for this country, what would 
have happened to Nigeria if we were 
not praying? I don’t know whether 
anybody has pulsed to think of that. 
Where would Nigerian had been if we 
were not praying? If we had prayed 
this much; men of God are sacrificing 
their time, tasking themselves pray-
ing for this country, and then we still 
have to contend with the challenges 
we are facing, but one thing I know, 
which I also tell the people in my state, 
others may not know but I know be-
cause am so sure that you cannot reach 
the Promised Land if you don’t pass 
through wilderness. The journey to 
the Promised Land must pass through 
wilderness and by the special grace of 
God I know we will soon be there.”

The governor further said: “I thank 
God so much for this privilege because 
I always follow the word of Paul the 
apostle in Corinthians, he says, ‘By the 
grace of God I am what I am.’

And he said: ‘And his grace be-
stowed upon me was not in vain’. That 
grace could have only been in vain if 
after God had brought you this far 
only for you at this time to begin to 
think that God is no more God, I pity 
you. I pity you because even Psalms 
says that a day will come that man will 
have respect for his maker. Isn’t it bet-
ter for you to have respect now when 

The Worshippers

it is not too late? So, I really thank God 
because by his grace we are what we 
are.”

Recalling a recent crusade held in 
his state by Kumuyi, the governor said: 
“I really want to thank our Daddy in 
the Lord; he visited us in the state and 
God really used him. In fact, when we 
were at the stadium, he had finished 
praying, by the time he dropped the mi-
crophone people were already throw-
ing their wheelchairs up; everywhere 
there was shout of joy; diverse miracles 
were taking place. That’s a clear work 
of God.”

“I don’t care what others do, Joshua 
said: ‘Me and my house we will serve 
the Lord.’ The Bible says the only thing 
that can exalt any nation on earth is 
righteousness. And whether you like it 
or not, the things of God are not short 
cut; because he said: ‘If the people that 
are called by my name shall humble 
themselves …’ that’s the key; humility. 
You heard what the pastor from the 
state said that Akwa Ibom is the only 
state in Nigeria that is named after 
God; so I don’t have a choice; so, that 
humility, with prayer and supplication 
for the state must continue. I keep tell-
ing people that since I became the gov-
ernor, I pray more for the state and for 
this country than I even pray for my 
children. I am sure if we have people 
to pray, we will always have God to 
answer. And I am sure God will answer 
our prayer in Jesus name,” Governor 
Emmanuel said.

“I believe God who has brought us 
thus far will lead us till the end. No 
country has the monopoly of God. The 
same God that blesses other nations 
will also bless us. The same God that 
promoted other nations will also pro-
mote us in Nigeria and God will help us 

so much,” he said.
Jointly fielding questions from 

journalists after the service with his 
host, Pastor Kumuyi, and particularly 
responding to a poser on the place of 
God in the leadership of Nigeria as a 
country, the governor said: “I don’t 
think it is right to say where is the 
place of God, because there is no lead-
ership that is not instituted by God for 
a purpose; so, if you are asking where 
is the place of God in this leadership, 
I believe every leadership is instituted 
by God whether we live out the pur-
pose is a different ball game. When 
you are talking about corruption peo-
ple believe it is only people in Abuja or 
state governors that are corrupt. Why 
not start from your own house. Be-
cause when we start from ourselves, 
the whole thing will change. There 
is no small corruption, there is no big 
corruption. We should start from our 
individual lives. I don’t know even 
how many people that know that 
even telling lies is corruption.

“I am an apostle of that fact that we 
should re-orientate our minds; get our 
social structure and other things in 
place, so that we can actually tackle 
some of the vices that make us not to 
be who and what we are supposed to 
be.

And when you mention leadership, 
I know in the real sense of it you don’t 
just wake up into leadership, you must 
prepare for leadership. Permit me to say 
that Nigeria is beginning to see a crop 
of governors who had prepared them-
selves for leadership. I think am one 
of them. And we are moving forward. 
And every Christian, there is one word 
that will guide him, and that is hope. 
And we have hope in God, in ourselves 
and in our country that it can only get 

better. As we make mistakes, we cor-
rect our mistakes and move forward. 
We will get there.”

On his part, the General Superinten-
dent, explained that it was not correct 
to say that the Church has not been 
speaking up or reacting to some of the 
recent developments in the country, 
pointing out that he has been reach-
ing out to states with the gospel mes-
sage and has been having talks with 
various categories of leaders across the 
country.   

He said: “Well, I don’t know where 
those people are living that say they 
don’t hear my voice.

I just came back from the FCT, from 
Benue, from Niger, Kogi, Nasarawa, 
Plateau, Adamawa, from Gombe, Bau-
chi and from Taraba and I am on my 
way to Kaduna now and thousands of 
people gather together and I met with 
governors and deputy governors, and 
executives, we spoke about things, 
mapping out way forward. I don’t 
know where those people are living 
that have not heard my voice. Those 
who want to hear are hearing; and you 
are hearing too.”

Advising leaders and all Nigerians at 
this trying period, Kumuyi said: “Well, 
to start with, we need hope and once 
we have hope and we know that we 
are not going to stay where we are for-
ever, and we begin to make the change 
we need; there is a desire that ‘here is 
where we are going, then how do we 
get there?’ The change begins with me, 
begins with you; begins with people 
that have that desire in mind and then 
we take the first step – a baby step – a 
little step, another step; and if we are 
focused, we will get to the place; we 
will get to where God wants us to be; 
Nigeria will become better.”

L-R: William Kumuyi,  general superintendent, Deeper Christian Life Ministry and Udom Emmanuel, Akwa Ibom state governor, during the visit of the governor
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O
n August 30, 2016, the Nigeri-
an visual art community will 
roll out drums to celebrate 
one of its own; a very rare 
talent with overwhelming 

impacts on the development the art scene 
across the country.

Hurrah to Bruce Onabrakpeya, Nigeria’s 
living legend and foremost artist, who 
will clock 84 years old by the end of this 
month. But what surprises visual art 
stakeholders, his followers and, especially 
the new generation artists is that at 84 
years, the visual art grandmaster is still 
unleashing greater creativity.

A definitive work on the art of Onobrak-
peya will have to be an intense exercise 
in order to capture the true essence of this 
foremost Nigerian artist.

Going by his commitments, attention 
to details, innovation and discipline 
over the years, it is no surprise that at 84 
Onobrakpeya’s creative ingenuity still 
shines. Of course, the feat is after many 
years of breathtaking works and it baffles 
the new generation artists, who see his 
works continually linking the old with 
the contemporary.

However, highlight of a few of his 
epochal pieces will help in appreciating 
what influences the artist’s works and his 
response to various scenarios within the 
Nigerian socio-political milieu.

A look into specific periods in the artist’s 
studio practice, which spans a period of 
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OBINNA EMELIKE 50 years, is more revealing than anyone 
can imagine.

The first segment is the Mythical Real-
ism (1957-1962), which represents paint-
ings and lino cut prints that depict folklore 
themes, and northern landscapes (Zaria). 
This is the period of his early development 
as an artist, which also coincided with 
Nigeria’s independence.

The idea of projecting the African per-
sonality was of major importance to the 
artists of this period, and was also at this 
time that the Zaria Arts Society, forerun-
ner of the Society of Nigerian Artists 
(SNA), was formed and accompanied by 
the propagation of the concept of “natural 
synthesis.”

Works in this category include the 
paintings of Awhaire & the Bird, Hunters 
Secret, A Tree in Northern Landscape, 
Lino Cut Prints Zaria Indigo, Two Faces, 
Boli Woman and Awakening (Negritude).

The second segment focuses on the 
artist’s workshop experiments and his 
Bronzed lino relief series otherwise 
known as the Sunshine Period (1962-
1967). This is the period he started to 
attend various workshops, which culmi-
nated in some of the popular works of this 
period: Leopard in a Cornfield (Iino print), 
Scarecrow (silkscreen) and Man & Two 
Wives (silkscreen).

The Mask and the Cross (1967-1978) 
series represents the period when the 
artist executed several Christian themes 
commissioned by the Church, such as Na-

tivity /I (Iino engraving), The Last Days of 
Christ (plastocast), Obara Ishoshi (bronzed 
Iino relief) and Pope John Paul (metal foil), 
as well as the Plastography Period. A time 
when Onobrakpeya developed a lot of 
ideas he conceived in Zaria in the late 50s 
and early 60s such as Travellers II, Songs of 
Life, and Rain & Cry at Otoragba.

The fourth segment represents the 
historical vignettes. These are pictures 
known as the Symbols of Ancestral 
Groves (1978-1984), which depict his-
torical figures, mostly royalty from the 
Benin Kingdom such as Oba Aka. Other 
works in this period include Eghrighri 
and Ibiebe.

The Sahelian Masquerades (1984-1988) 
were pieces created to highlight the de-
struction of the environment, works that 
focus on the cultures of the Sahelian re-
gions. Works in this period are also loaded 
with a lot of political undertones such as 
Horns Of Freedom, and Edjo Aton (prin-
ciples of good governance), which draws 
a lot of attention to role of government 
in relation to the issues of desertification.

The Mask Series (1990-1995) represent 
the development of images, which in-
spired depictions of masks treated in dif-
ferent print media that bring emphasise 
philosophies of the people.

They also address the subject of change. 
Social Unrest (1995-1999) is the period 
of strife within the society. This is rep-
resented by large paintings, which are 
prayers for divine help against military 
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dictatorship and political instability. There 
are drawings and pictures, which focus 
on the murder of Ken Saro Wiwa. On 
the front burner are the ecological and 
socio-economic problems, where you 
have works of Ekugbe (Unity), Nude & 
Protest and Smoke from the Broken Pipe.

Finally, the Installations Period (1995 - 
Date), which is the period Onobrakpeya 
embarked on installations as an art form. 
These works are characterised by the ar-
rangement of different discarded materi-
als to create works of art.

These installations were essentially 
to draw attention to importance of pro-
tecting the environment. Works in this 
category include Animals of Eve, Adjene, 
New City III and Voices of silenced Voices.

Clearly, the nuances of the artist and 
how his works have been closely tied 
to the Nigerian condition can be seen. 
Working over a period of up to five de-
cades, the art of Onobrakpeya has gradu-
ally transformed from isolated personal 
view points to more nationalistic depic-
tions as seen in Nude & Protest and Smoke 
from the Broken Pipe that have now 
become a fountain of socio-political and 
historical reference points from which all 
are free to share.

With these great works that have 
become reference point and more than 
a gallery, Onobrakpeya, the elder arts 
statesman, is really happy and most im-
portantly strong at 84.
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T
o woo more consumers and sustain more 
patronage from loyal ones, Amstel Malta, 
a malt brand from the stable of Nigerian 
Breweries Plc, recently launched a new 

brand campaign themed: “Why Add More?” 
Built on a strategic platform of “Less is More”, 

the campaign reinforces the breweries’ stance 
that people should always stick to a brand of bev-
erage that has low sugar recommending, and that 
Amstel is the ideal malt for a healthy lifestyle.

Amstel Malta calls attention to ‘Why Less is More’ in new campaign

The launch held recently during a Healthrac-
tive Session at Star Academy at the breweries’ 
head office in Lagos was witnessed by 70 journal-
ists from various media organisations.

To deepen the message of the campaign the 
Nigerian Breweries Plc invited two facilitators 
respectively whose message dwelt on moderate 
lifestyles. They speakers were Ngozi Princewell 
Utchay, CEO of Artcher Lifestyle Consultant who 

delivered a talk on Food, Fashion and Healthy 
living, and Ruth Osmie, Editor Style, Thisday 
Newspapers Ltd. who spoke on fashion and 
make-up style. Both emphasized on the need 
for people to live a lifestyle that will add values 
to their health.

Aware that the Nigerian market is flooded 
with beverages contain over 70 percent of sugar, 
which is not good for the body, both speakers en-
couraged people to stick to malts that an enhance 
quality of their health, recommending Amstel 
Malta as an ideal soft.

Ruth Osmie urged people especially women 
to embrace simplicity in their fashion and mark-
up, explaining that women who are natural in 
their lifestyle are more appealing  to the most 
opposite sex than those who are crazy in their 
dressing.

“Do not overdo anything in life, and do not 
be excessive”, she urged. For Osmie, as far as the 
Nigerian market is concerned, Asmtel Malta 
remains second to none in soft drinks because 
the brand contains less sugar. She added that 
people, especially those who are over-weight 
stand to lose weight by drinking Amstel Malta.

Similarly, Ngozi Utchay advised that people 
should be simple in their lifestyle by consuming 
drinks that contains less sugar like Amstel Malta, 
because the body does not require excess sugar. 
She also recommended regular exercise as a 
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Disrupting the market for African art

M
yUsanii.com is an online 
platform where you can 
purchase African art. Built 
as an interactive forum for 
visual artists and art lovers, 

it is the by-product of another e-commerce 
platform, Qeturah Dot Com focused on sell-
ing merchandise produced in the continent. 
In discussion about why Usanii was carved 
out of QDC, CEO Keturah Ovio says, “Art is 
political and needs to be taken seriously in 
order to gain recognition.” In a time where 
many artists jostle to display their works in 
galleries, Usanii believes offering a platform 
that is easily accessible and global is the fu-
ture of the African art scene.

Chuks, Usanii’s artistic director is excited 
about being able to answer all the questions 
visitors will have about works, artists, and 
form. “A plethora of questions may meet 
with some resistance or lack of background 
knowledge in the traditional gallery. This 
will not be the case on Usanii.”

Usanii’s team of 5 have worked tirelessly 
on building a seamless platform. Although 
not following the pattern of traditional 
galleries, they actively prepare for their 
inaugural exhibition, the announcement 
to the art scene that they are officially open 
for business.

The Exhibition.
Four artists had their works on display. 

Baruwa, Dudu, Dimeji Alabi, and a showcase 
from guest artist, Gerald Chukwuma. The 
British Council, Ikoyi, Lagos was the venue. 
An exclusive viewing scheduled for Friday, 
August 12, 2016 provided an opportunity for 
those with buying power to indicate interest 
in which art will be purchased before the 
public viewing on Saturday, August 13, 2016.

Friends and family members joined the 
Usanii team to set up the venue. The majority 
of theartworks and easel panels have been 
hosted in Sangotedo (number of miles) away 
from the venue. It takes two trips to transport 
all of them safely to the venue. To succeed as 
an African startup, community is imperative. 
The Usanii team know this and have sought 

backing from larger organizations such as 
The Tony Elumelu Foundation. Giving back 
is also on Usanii’s mind and a partnership 
with a skills empowerment organization for 
women has been put in place. A percentage 
of proceeds from this inaugural exhibition 
were donated towards Mamamoni.

As guests trickled into the venue, the 
atmosphere buzzed with excitement as the 
team eagerly explained the background 

behind the displayed pieces. For days, Usa-
nii’s founder has gazed longingly at some of 
these artworks stacked up in her bedroom, 
convinced of their beauty. Now, she gets to 
share this beauty with fellow art lovers and 
enthusiasts.

The Artists.
Guests linger to admire the family com-

plexities presented in Dudu’s The Griot. 

recipe for healthy lifestyle adding that people 
should make positive choices that can improve 
their health.

Utchay, warned against the dangers of over 
indulging in soft drinks that contains excess 
sugar and advised that, “simplicity and balance 
make a healthy lifestyle great.”

During question and answers session journal-
ists sought to know the rationale behind Amstel 
Malta campaign and whether the brand is facing 
challenges in the market.

In his response, Chibuike Onuoha, senior 
brand manager, Non-Alcoholic Drinks, said, 
Amstel was not facing any struggle against other 
brands in the market; explaining that the cam-
paign was designed to inform consumers to stay 
with a brand that would be useful to their health.

“Over the years, Amstel Malta has expe-
rienced growth. The brand is not facing chal-
lenges in the market. The brand has low sugar 
content and that is the reason consumers go for 
it.” Onuoha maintained that the campaign has 
been consistent over the years.

As a non alcoholic drink, Amstel Malta is a 
premium drink with the original formulation the 
rejuvenates the consumer with Vitamins A, B1, 
B2, B3, B5, B6 and C. the brand is made from in-
gredients including water, malted barley, sucrose, 
sorglum, malted sorglum, caramel, and hops 
brewed to give health benefits to the consumers.

Baruwa’s Lurking Hands is a jigsaw puzzle 
that needs some time to put together and be 
appreciated. The striking beauty presented 
in Dimeji Alabi’s Black is Beautiful takes 
guests a few moments to absorb. While, 
Gerald Chukwuma’s aesthetically, functional 
showcase, Birds of a Feather is a piece that 
will ignite art and décor conversations for 
months.

How do the artists feel about Usanii’s 
unique strategy of selling art online? Em-
manuel Dudu, one of the exhibiting artists 
has mixed feelings. He is concerned about 
the clientele of art lovers who will want to 
see and interact in person with an artwork 
before purchase. For Gerald Chukwuma, 
Usanii’s innovative way of promoting art is 
the sole reason he chose to exhibit in the first 
place. As with most new beginnings, time 
will be the true test of the effectiveness of 
Usanii’s methodology.

The Guests.
The pieces on display inject tranquility 

into the atmosphere. With wine, cocktails, 
and cupcakes, lighthearted conversations are 
nurtured. From warm welcoming smiles to 
a personalized tour of the artworks by the 
Usanii team, the guests are able to interact 
freely with artwork.

Three exhibiting artists are also on 
hand to answer questions about form, their 
artistic journey, and inspiration. Cameras 
are welcome here and several guests click 
away happily. This is a detour from most 
traditional galleries where it is forbidden to 
take photographs of artwork. Of course, flash 
is not allowed.

Corporations are well represented. Rep-
resentatives from foreign embassies stroll 
around the garden turned art showroom 
to get a feel of Usanii. There are company 
founders, entrepreneurs, and media rep-
resentatives mingling in an unpretentious 
atmosphere.

Everyone celebrates this breath of fresh 
air that is Usanii and shares the excitement 
elicited by being on the verge of a new dawn 
in the African art scene.

NMADIUTO UCHE
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supo Shasore’s Possessed 
– A History of Law and 
Justice in the Crown Col-
ony of Lagos, 1861-1906, 
you would no longer be 
in doubt regarding the 
special status of Lagos 
within the Nigerian con-
text. While it has never 
been in question that the 
Kingdom of Lagos by far 
predates modern-day 
Nigeria, it has perhaps 
never before come out so 
glaringly that Lagos was 
indeed an independent, 
sovereign nation-state 
before the British inva-
sion and bombardment 
of 1851, more than half a 
century before the term 
Nigeria was coined by 
Flora Shaw.

To do justice to the sub-
ject matter, the author di-
vides the book into eight 
chapters, namely, The La-
gos Kingdom in the Law 
Courts, 26 Upper King 
Street – Legal and Tradi-
tional Settings, Bombard-
ment and War on Lagos 
1851, The 19th Century 
Treaties, To Do Justice to 
this Place – Legal History, 
Challenge To Author-
ity – The Eleko, Land and 
Property Ownership, 
and The Sun Sets on The 
Colony of Lagos. He goes 
further to add an ‘After-
word’ and ‘Appendices’ 
as well as reproduce pic-
tures and documents 
that not only embellish 
the work but also aid the 
reader’s understanding 
of facts.

The beauty of Sha-
sore’s account lies essen-
tially in its close atten-
tion to detail – no detail is 
too minute to escape the 
thorough researcher in 
him. The author records 
that by 1850, Lagos had 
an estimated population 
of 30,000 people who 
predominantly spoke 
the Oyo dialect of what 
was to be later widely 
referred to as Yoruba. 
The small port city-state 
was a monarchy ruled 
by the Ologun (or pos-
sibly Eleko or later Oba), 
and its political power 
structure rested on this 
dynastic line, a line that 
had by this time been 

in continuous rule for 
over 200 years. And so, 
Lagos is not a ‘no man’s 
land’, and to continue to 
bandy such falsehood 
reflects “poor learning, 
ignorance and mischief”.

The contribution of 
Lagos to the making of 
modern Nigeria comes 
out clearly in Possessed. 
Having severed itself 
from the Benin Kingdom 
and asserted its indepen-
dence by discontinuing 
the payment of tributes 
to the Oba at Benin, 
and having by this time 
acquired great promi-
nence and wealth, Lagos 
proved too powerful to 
be challenged by any 
local authority. It took 
only the superior naval 
power of Britain to sub-
due Lagos, but not with-
out stiff resistance from 
the Lagos Africans. The 
British bombarded Lagos 
in 1851, and in 1861 took 
active possession of the 

island city-state with the 
fraud called the Treaty 
of Cession of 1861. With 
the establishment of for-
mal authority, it became, 
effectively, The Crown 
Colony of Lagos, “with a 
flag, its own constitution, 

 Possessed – A History of Law and Justice in the 
Crown Colony of Lagos, 1861-1906

government and sub-
jects, some 53 years be-
fore the establishment of 
Nigeria”. The need to har-
ness the resources of La-
gos would in 1906 lead to 
its forced amalgamation 
with the Southern Pro-
tectorate, and in 1914, the 
absence of funds to run 
the Northern Protector-
ate necessitated the cre-
ation of Nigeria through 
amalgamation in order, it 
would appear, to run the 
whole country with re-
sources from Lagos.

So, whether in the 
pre-colonial, colonial or 
post-colonial era, Lagos 
played – and continues 
to play – “a prominent, 
inevitable, eminent role” 
in West African trade 
and society as well as 
in the making of mod-
ern Nigeria. As Shasore 
argues, “Without Lagos 
and the events that led to 
intervention in its inter-
nal affairs, the entire at-

mosphere for amalgama-
tion may not have been 
contrived. In some ways, 
Lagos is the mother city. 
This is no less than Lagos 
deserves, for it endured 
its own tribulations in 
the constituent forma-

Author:   Olasupo Shasore (SAN)
Imprint:   Lagos; CLRN Publishing, 2014
Reviewer:  Chuks Oluigbo

tion of Nigeria” (p.22).    
As he says elsewhere 

in the book, had there 
not been first the Lagos 
Consulate and then the 
first imperial colony es-
tablished by the British 
in the Gulf of Guinea 
area in 1861, there may 
not have been, in all 
likelihood, the country 
which some 50 years 
later was to be known 
as Nigeria, at least as we 
now know it.

Again, Possessed 
throws up an alternative 
narrative regarding the 
true reason behind Brit-
ish ‘possession’ of Lagos 
(for, indeed, Lagos was a 
British possession from 
1861). And contrary to 
what Eurocentric histo-
rians would have us be-
lieve, the author argues, 
with evidence-backed 
facts, that Lagos was 
never ceded to the Brit-
ish (for cession implies 
a voluntary handover 
of territory), but that it 
was taken possession 
of by armed force, and 
that the people of Lagos 
resisted this possession 
vehemently. The method 
of taking possession of 
Lagos was itself fraught 
with a lot of bloodshed, 
a fact that was hitherto 
un-narrated in books on 
colonial Lagos.

As the author men-
tions in the Preface, “The 
British-controlled narra-
tive of the justification for 
the bombardment and 
related events has con-
sistently been the taking 
over of a slave haven; 
deposing a usurper king 
and the saving grace of 
the British invaders. That 
narrative is not without 
some self-serving inter-
est. In any event, we do 
however see an alterna-
tive narrative, that is, a 
dynastic struggle and 
legitimate claim for the 
throne, an imperial quest 
for an important devel-
oping economic harbour 
and the determined, re-
sistant people of Lagos” 
(p.6). He goes on to show, 
through records, espe-
cially the minute records 
of Lord Palmerston, then 
prime minister and for-
mer secretary of state 
for foreign affairs, that 
the actual overwhelming 
British objective in Lagos 

was trade.
The nomenclature 

‘Lagos Africans’ comes 
out very glaringly, for 
the first time ever, to re-
fer to people who lived 
within the territory of 
Lagos at the time. Of 
course, it couldn’t have 
been otherwise for to 
talk about Nigeria be-
fore 1914 is to sound 
anachronistic. In fact, as 
the author highlights, 
names such as Goldesia 
(in honour of George 
Goldie) and Negrettia 
were considered, until 
Flora Shaw, Lugard’s 
girlfriend, came up with 
the name Nigeria.

The author does not 
mince words in con-
demning colonialism, 
which he rightly equates 
to apartheid. “Colonial-
ism and apartheid are 
kindred,” he writes in 
page 273 of the book. 
“Apartheid’s racial segre-
gation was an obnoxious 
and abhorrent system; 
colonialism – the legal 
establishment, exploita-
tion, acquisition and pos-
session of a territory by 
foreign power – is no less 
pernicious. Racial segre-
gation and colonialism 
are inextricable. It mani-
fested in colonial (white) 
hospitals, European rec-
reation clubs and racial 
residential segregation.”

Shasore’s passion for 
Lagos runs through the 
eight chapters and 313 
pages of Possessed, but 
this passion does not 
becloud his sense of 
judgment or lead him to 
unduly romanticise the 
subject matter. But like 
a thorough-bred scholar, 
and like the legal lumi-
nary (being a Senior Ad-
vocate of Nigeria) that he 
is, he rigorously searches 
out for evidence, in form 
of records, body of laws, 
treaties, legal instru-
ments, decided judicial 
cases, public inquiries, 
parliamentary hearings, 
and other legal mate-
rial hitherto available in 
different sources. These 
records turn out to be 
“priceless in giving real 
insight into the motives 
and motivations of the 
principal persons that 
brought about and sus-
tained the colony during 
its existence” (p.7). This 

medley of legal stories 
also has the added ad-
vantage, in the author’s 
words, of offering “an 
unassailable record 
from which there can 
only be a dispute as to 
interpretation but not 
on facts, a view that a 
pure historical analysis 
may not provide” (p.24). 
After all, it is not acci-
dental that the book is 
subtitled A History of 
Law and Justice.

If the whole essence 
of scholarship is to add 
to existing body of 
knowledge, share new 
information, and illu-
minate hitherto dark 
corners, then Possessed 
has succeeded as a great 
work of scholarship. 
But it has also achieved 
much more. As Baba-
tunde Fashola, former 
governor of Lagos State, 
writes in the Foreword, 
“Not only does this book 
share new information, 
it assists us all with a 
clear picture of the spe-
cial status of Lagos in the 
creation of our country. 
It sets the scene of a bit-
ter battle fought by the 
people of Lagos to resist 
conquest by foreigners 
and presents a more ac-
curate view of the infa-
mous but false giving-
away of Lagos by one of 
its rulers. It even gives us 
a sense of the lack of cer-
tainty in the mind of the 
colonisers as to how to 
execute the plan of pos-
session.”

But no single work 
of research can claim 
to have said everything 
that there is to say about 
a particular subject mat-
ter. And so, Shasore ad-
mits to me in an inter-
view, “There are a lot of 
things that I reflect now 
that perhaps I could 
have included, but the 
truth is that you have to 
draw the line, otherwise 
you will never be able to 
get to the end of this sort 
of exercise. I hope this is 
going to be the first in a 
three-part series, and 
I hope I will have the 
time to reflect on some 
of those things as I go 
along.”

All in all, Possessed 
is one great book that 
every Nigerian must en-
deavour to read.
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Leboku: Another 
celebration of surplus

I
t is another beginning of the 
harvest season across Yakurr 
Kingdom in Cross River State 
with the smell of abundance 
in the air. Having planted and 

nurtured their crops to maturity 
from the early months of the year, 
it is now time to reap, to bring home 
the outcome of their efforts.

 In these parts, yam is regarded as 
the king of all crops. That is why it is 
revered. That is why a period is set 
aside to celebrate new yam festivals, 
which are a general phenomenon in 
the communities at this time of the 
year. Everywhere you go, you hear 
of one new yam festival or the other. 

For the communities, new yam 
festival is a time to unwind. A time 
to meet with long estranged fam-
ily members and friends, to resolve 
conflicts and of course, to exhibit 
their cultural heritages with pas-
sion, pomp and pageantry. It moves 
the people.

 Come August 22, 2016 over 
10,000 visitors will join the people 
of Yakurr at Ugep to celebrate the 
internationally renowned Leboku 
Cultural Festival, otherwise the cel-
ebration of the new yam.     

A c c o r d i n g  t o  o ra l  h i s t o r y, 
Leboku Cultural festival is as old 
as the Yakurr people. It started 
with the earliest settlers on the 
land. Tracing the history of the 
Yakurr people and the origin of 
the Ugep International New Yam 
Festival (Leboku), Obol Ubi Ujong 
Inah; the Obol Lopon of Ugep and 
paramount ruler of Yakurr LGA, 
Cross River State, explained that 
when pursued by their enemies, 
their forebears migrated from 
across the Niger and settled on the 
hilly plains of the River Cross.

 He said the new yam festival was 
instituted during the first year of 
their settlement in the area to thank 
the gods for giving them peace from 
all their enemies and blessing them 
with a bountiful harvest that year. 

“Our ancestors reaped a bounti-
ful harvest in all their crops during 
that first year, and had peace from 
their attackers. That is why we call 
Leboku festival a celebration of sur-
plus,” he stated.

 Leboku Festival is one of the 
tour events promoted by the Cross 
River State Government and show-
cases the rich cultural heritage of 
the people. It is traditionally meant 
to celebrate the new yam and is a 
symbolic celebration of regeneration 
by the Yakurr people. Leboku is a 
festival full of pomp, pageantry and 

razzmatazz.    
 Before 2005 when the Cross River 

State government got interested in 
the promotion of the festival, Leboku 
was usually celebrated by individual 
communities in Yakurr according 
to their native farm calendars. But 
the involvement of the government 
brought harmonisation and unifica-
tion by making it an annual celebra-
tion involving all the communities.

 “Our people eagerly look forward 
to Leboku festival every year. It is a 

mencement is signified by the Ebo-
kuti Kekomi when the chief priest 
solicits palm wine from tapers on 
the major farm roads of Ugep for a 
period of six big market days.

 This is followed by the Leboku 
Keili or opening of festival activities 
and commencement of the wres-
tling competitions. The Sunday fol-
lowing this is the Ikobase Lebokuwa 
or Church service to usher in a 
peaceful celebration.

 Two weeks later is the Mblemi 
when the farmers return with new 
yams and hold an exhibition of new 
yams at the Obol Etim Ubi Square 
to select the prize winners and best 
harvesters. It also signals the com-
mencement of exchange of visits 
and gifts with loved ones and well 
wishers.

 The month long cultural extrava-
ganza features several activities that 
are cherished by the people such as 
Community football competition, 
male and female wrestling com-
petition, Beauty contest, musical 
concert, best farmer’s competition 
and the others. The Etangala mas-
querade is also around to entertain 
throughout the festivities.

 Prior to the grand finale, one 
of the innovations of the festival 
is the Miss/Mr. Leboku competi-
tions. The Miss Leboku beauty 
contest which took a whole night 
was indeed a sight to behold. The 
festival maidens, bedecked in tra-
ditional apparels with beads and 
bangles and their bodies decorated 
and designed with cam wood were 
all over the place.

High points of the grand finale of 
the festival include the presentation 
of prizes to winners of the various 
competitions during the festivities 
and the conferment of chieftaincy 
titles on deserving sons of the state 
by the Paramount Ruler and his 
council of chiefs.

 Among members of the Yakurr 
community, Leboku means so many 
things to so many people. While 
some see it as a time for thanksgiv-
ing, devotion and appreciation of 
the work of the gods in their midst, 
others see it as a time for socialisa-
tion and merry making.

 The seeming unending festivi-
ties come to a close a week after the 
grand finale with the Yeponfawa 
(Libin) or purification of the city by 
the chief priest. There is also a puri-
fication of the city by chosen elderly 
women proclaiming the end of the 
new yam festival for the year.

So, book a date with the festival 
to celebrate with the Yakurr people 
and have fun.  

Travel

time to meet friends and relations 
you had not seen for a long time as 
every son and daughter of the com-
munity comes home at this time to 
celebrate with their kit and kin. It is 
a time to resolve family and commu-
nal problems and reconcile feuding 
parties. So apart from the socializa-
tion aspects of the festival, it also has 
economic and other values for our 
people,” he added.   

 Leboku festival activities take 
slightly more than a month. Its com-
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It’s time to stretch your limit

E
verybody has his own fa-
vourite travel destinations 
for one reason or another. 
However, if you are in 
the market for some off-

the-beaten-path places to explore, 
these home-groomed destinations 
are definitely worth considering for 
more adrenalin rush and less money.

Sukur Cultural Landscape
The foremost of these off-the-

beaten-path places to explore is the 
Sukur Cultural Landscape; the first 
World Heritage Site in Nigeria.

The breathtaking cultural land-
scape with the Palace of the Hidi 
(Chief) on a hill dominating the vil-
lages below, the terraced fields and 
their sacred symbols, and the exten-
sive remains of a former flourishing 
iron industry, is a remarkably intact 
physical expression of a society and 
its spiritual and material culture.

Most importantly, it is the ad-
venture that waits whoever dares 
to explore its length and breadth. 
If you are on a pleasurable walk, it 
might take you days to climb up to 
the centre of Sukur as it takes the 
villagers hours of enduring pains to 
climb to their village from the bot-
tom to connect to outside world.  As 
you climb up to the palace complex 
from the north and east, you will 
marvel at the paved walkways (5-7 
metres wide) made from slabs of the 
same granite that was used within 
the palace.

Sukur is an exceptional landscape 
that graphically illustrates a form 
of land-use that marks a critical 
stage in human settlement and its 
relationship with its environment. 
The cultural landscape of Sukur 
has survived for many centuries, 
and continues to do so at a period 
when this form of traditional human 
settlement is under threat in many 
parts of the world.

The domesticated landscape of 
the Sukur plateau is characterised 
by the extensive terracing, of a 
type known elsewhere in Nigeria. 
However, the Sukur terraces have 
a sacred quality that is lacking in 
these purely functional terraced 
landscapes, and they are the product 
of social organisations whose work-
ing parties maintained and progres-
sively extended them.

Again, local granite is the main 
source of constructional materials. 
The living huts are simple circular 
structures made from clay with 
roofs of thatch and woven mats. 
You really need to be adventurous 
to explore the daring Sukur terrain. 
Keep a date with this valuable Nige-
rian offering.

 The scenic Mambilla Plateau
As scenic as the Mambila Plateau 

is, you need a four wheel drive and 
the courage of a mountain climber 
to really explore nature that is so 
magnificent and awesome in this 

part of Nigeria.
The picturesque plateau that can 

be found in the southeast corner of 
Taraba State opens up with more 
beauties at the points it shares bor-
der with Cameroon. The plateau is 
high grassland that averages about 
1800 metres, an exclusive topogra-
phy and feat it shares with some of 
the biggest and highest mountains 
in Nigeria – some of the peaks are 
over 1840m.

Despite the daring terrain, you 
can be both an explorer and a tour-
ist on the plateau. As a tourist, you 
will enjoy the glorious scenery the 
Mambilla Plateau has to offer, and 
will see it as a cool and enjoyable 
change from the warmth and hu-
midity of most parts of the country. 
It is truly ideal for those wanting to 
try out their four wheel drives.

Seeing that the roads are still un-
der construction, visitors are advised 

to sleep at the luxurious accommo-
dation options provided at Obudu 
Mountain Resort. But seeing beauti-
ful and daring nature can probably 
be enough for you.

If you have never been at the 
resort before, you need to visit to ex-
plore the nature from the adventure 
perspective. Even driving up the 
hill is left to the skilled and brave, 
but the beautiful landscape along 
the plateau spreading over an area 
of 40 square miles and rising 5,200 
feet above sea level is an adventure.

No wonder many mountain run-
ners are yet to conquer the moun-
tain at each year’s race.

If you are brave enough, you can 
try hiking, dare the Canopy Walk, 
or visit the Gorilla camp to see the 
primates in their natural habitat. 
It will also take courage to board 
the cable car built at an altitude of 
1600m.

Climb Chappal Waddi, Nigeria’s 
highest mountain

If the above off-the-beaten-paths 
are nothing to you, then try Chap-
pal Waddi, the highest mountain 
in Nigeria. At 2,419 metres (7,936ft), 
Chappal Waddi is the highest point 
in the country and probably, Nige-
ria’s Mount Kilimanjaro.

It is standing really shoulder high 
in the Gashaka Forest Reserve in 
Taraba State, near the border with 
Cameroon. The mountain is some-
times cited as the highest point in 
West Africa, if the region is defined 
as excluding Cameroon.

While on the mountain, you can-
not help but inhale the jungle and let 
remote paradise penetrate your soul. 
A phenomenally exhilarating climb 
awaits you from the vast hilly and 
rugged terrain crossed by leopards 
and grazed by buffalo to the fabu-
lously lush emerald green jungle 
inhabited by fascinating primates.

You must give a trial because 
Chappal Waddi is truly a feast for 
your sense of adventure.

to pack in the basics, camping gear 
and food. As an alternative, guests 
can also stay at one of the few hotels 
on the plateau.

The park offers tourists a gor-
geous location that is well worth a 
visit. The Mambilla Plateau has an 
abundance of cattle ranches, sev-
eral tea plantations and undulating, 
grassy hills. The fauna and flora of 
the Mambilla is different from the 
rest of Nigeria, and visitors will find 
some rare species of birds and ani-
mals here. The plateau is beckoning 
on you this year for a challenge on 
its very wide plain.

The 5,200-feet Obudu Plateau is 
worth a challenge

The sneaky 13 kilometres from 
the bottom to the uphill is enough 
challenge for any human. That is 
why it is the playground for the 
strong at the annual Obudu Moun-
tain Race. Truly, you may not need 

If you think you are adventurous enough, there are 
some off-the-beaten-path places to explore across the 
country, writes OBINNA EMELIKE
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Having a home away from home 
after the travel experience

A
fter a long haul 
journey, travel-
ers whose final 
d e s t i n at i o n s 
are not their 

homes, may want to have 
an environment similar to 
or better than their homes 
where they will have not 
just a bedroom but all they 
need at their disposal.

Have you thought of bed-
room, toilet, bathroom and 
kitchen where you can cook 
whatever you want, just to 
feel at home and relax af-
ter long hours on air? This 
could be more refreshing 
and comfortable than the 
usual hotels.

This is  exactly what 
Homes Rez has done with 
its new facility apartment 
strategically located few ki-
lometers away from the Lo-
cal and International Mur-
tala Muhammed Airports 
in Lagos.

The apartment ranges 
from 3 bedrooms, 2bedroom 
and other facility inclusive 
to suit all classes of people 
including families, friends, 
associates and relatives 
amongst others.

With its secured environ-

ment, the facility is built to 
reduce pressure on people 
who have to drive long dis-
tances the from Lagos air-
ports to the Island and far 
areas in Lagos.  

Akinfolurin Sanmi, Man-
ager, Homes Rez mentioned 
that a most of the facility 
apartments in Lagos are 
under one year or 2 year ten-
ancy but what makes Homes 

Rez different is that people 
can pay for one week or one 
month, depending on how 
long they are willing to stay.

  “Our market centers 
around the corporate orga-
nizations such as ELI, banks, 
individuals who come from 
outside the country and in-
dividuals within the country 
and people seeking to have 
holidays or summer outside 

Delta unveils first all-suite business 
class with Delta one suite

D
elta Air Lines is 
redefining inter-
national business 
class travel with 

the introduction of the Delta 
One suite, the first business 
class cabin to feature a slid-
ing door at each suite.

 Designed with an empha-
sis on exceptional customer 
comfort and privacy, the 
Delta One suite offers each 
customer a private space 
accessed by a sliding door 
with thoughtfully designed 
personal stowage areas, an 
advanced in-flight enter-
tainment system and pre-
mium trim and finishes to 
create an unparalleled busi-
ness class experience with a 
comfortable, residential feel.

 The Delta One suite will 
debut on Delta’s first Airbus 
A350, due to enter service in 
fall 2017. Each aircraft will 
feature 32 suites.

 The Delta One suite fea-
tures include a full-height 
door – an industry first for a 

their house,” Sanmi said.
He disclosed that so far 

the management of Homes 
Rez has received good re-
sponses, and they anticipate 
the challenge of satisfying 
numerous customers who 
will come back after using 
the facility.

“We are hoping for ex-
pansion in Lagos, with a 
minimum of four locations 
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business class cabin, sliding 
privacy dividers between 
center suites, in-suite, cus-
tomisable ambient lighting 
and dedicated stowage com-
partments for shoes, head-
phones and laptops.

 Other features are con-
temporary design featuring 
premium trim and finishes, 
memory foam-enhanced 
comfort cushion, an 18-inch, 
high resolution in-flight en-
tertainment monitor, the 
largest among U.S. carriers 
and a universal power outlet 
and high-powered USB port 
at every seat.

 Speaking on the develop-
ment, Delta’s Senior Vice 
President and Chief Market-
ing Officer, Tim Mapes, said, 
“Delta constantly listens 
to customers and responds 
with products that deliver 
what they want. After set-
ting the standard with the 
introduction of full flat-bed 
seats with direct aisle ac-
cess in 2008, Delta is again 

in Lagos, three locations in 
Abuja and three locations 
in port-Harcourt,” Sanmi 
added.

On power generation, the 
manager said that in a bid 
to cut cost, each apartment 
will have its own generating 
set, which will be powered 
with gas.

“In as much as we are 
profit-oriented, we have 
taken into consideration all 
the rationales and all basic 
things necessary  but our 
first obligation is to provide 
a satisfactory service at an 
affordable rate of N30thou-
sand for each night,” he dis-
closed.

Homes Rez has the fa-
cilities where customers can 
book online, taxi services to 
take people wherever they 
wants to go at an affordable 
rate.

The facility is therefore 
coming at a time when the 
economic downturn has af-
fected the purchasing power 
of travelers who now decide 
to visit local destinations to 
spend their holidays.

“We are in Nigeria and at a 
strategic location to provide 
a one stop facility apartment 
for all and sundry and will 
not be exposed to carbon 
polluted environment or 
security hazards.

elevating the international 
business class experience.”

 He continued, “Added 
comfort and privacy are im-
portant to business travelers, 
and that drove the design of 
the all-new Delta One suite.”

 Delta completed installa-
tion of full flat-bed seats with 
direct aisle access on all of its 
wide body aircraft operat-
ing long-haul international 
flights in 2014.

 Delta One service in-
cludes the features Delta 
customers have grown to 
expect, such as chef-curat-
ed meals, wine pairings by 
Delta’s Master Sommelier 
Andrea Robinson, Westin 
Heavenly In-Flight Bedding, 
noise-canceling headsets, 
Tumi amenity kits featur-
ing Kiehl’s Since 1851 pre-
mium skincare, and in-flight 
loungewear on select flights.

 Following the A350 de-
but, the Delta One suite will 
progressively roll out on 
Delta’s Boeing 777 fleet.
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Is your Internet connection slow? Here 
is how to make it go faster

Slow Internet connections 
happen for various rea-
sons, even when you pay 
for a ‘highspeed connec-
tion’. Because the Internet 

(and World Wide Web) is built on 
hundreds of different technologies 
trying to talk to each other, there 
are many places where data can 
slow down before its reaches your 
computer screen. Your ISP might 
be at fault, certainly, but there are 
many other factors to look at before 
assigning blame. Some of these slow 
points are within your control, and 
can be quickly fixed with a little do-
it-yourself effort.

Check for background activ-
ity. Sometimes, when your Internet 
connection seems unusually slow, 
it is just because something else is 
using part of your connection in the 
background. Find your browser’s 
download manager and ensure no 
files are downloading, then check 
to see what other programs are run-
ning, and check each one of them to 
be sure it is not hogging your con-
nection. If someone left a torrent 
running and neglected to tell you, 
that could very well be the source of 
your slowdown.

Upgrade your Internet ser-

CHIMA MICHAEL OLERU vice.  ISPs (Internet service provid-
ers) continue to offer faster and faster 
service every few years, to keep up 
with the increasingly image- and 
sound-rich world of the Internet. 
Even a connection that was blazing 
fast 10 years ago may seem agoniz-
ingly slow today. If you have not 
upgraded the speed of your Internet 
service in several years, it is likely 
that the Internet, rather than your 
equipment, could be the culprit. Fix 
this problem by purchasing newer, 
faster service. You can compare 
prices and service plans online or 
by calling ISPs and speaking with 
their salespeople. You do not neces-
sarily need the very fastest Internet 
service available in your area. Speak 
with a representative about what you 
generally use the Internet for, and 
ask what he or she thinks would be 
an appropriate speed for your con-
nection.

Update your browser. Over time, 
Internet browsers get replaced with 
newer iterations and become ob-
solete. If you continue to use an 
old version of a browser, you will 
eventually begin to notice that your 
Internet seems slower, since the old 
browser is not equipped to handle 
new content. Solve the problem by 
updating to a current browser. The 
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three most popular are Microsoft 
Internet Explorer, Mozilla Firefox, 
and Google Chrome. Install the latest 
version of one of them and prepare 
to be amazed at the jump in perfor-
mance you see.

Free up space.  Sometimes, an 
older or smaller computer will be-
gin to slow down due to the sheer 
amount of temporary Internet data 
or extra programs and files it has 
cached over the years. This generally 
is not a problem for any computer 
made in the last several years, but 
it never hurts to do a little spring-
cleaning. Start by deleting your tem-
porary Internet data. This is usually 
pretty simple; guides for whatever 
browser you use can be found with 
a quick Google search. Afterward, go 
through your programs and remove 
those you no longer use or want.

Check for adware. Adware and 
spyware are programs that are free 
to install, but almost impossible to 
uninstall once you have made the 
mistake of doing so. They can range 
from mildly irritating to seriously 
invasive of your privacy, and they 
almost invariably hog your band-
width, slowing down your Internet 
connection. The best way to avoid 
most adware is to never agree to 
download anything other than what 
you are trying to download; even if 

it seems like the file you want would 
not download without the adware 
attached. No reputable site will force 
you to install a “toolbar” or any other 
extra program as part of a legal file 
download. Windows users generally 
rely on a free program called Spybot 
Search & Destroy; and Mac users 
can use MacScan to destroy adware. 
Once you have the programs, their 
steps are very straightforward. 

Get rid of viruses.  A powerful 
antivirus program is needed to best 
handle viruses, worms, and other 
more directly harmful computer 
problems. Viruses and their ilk do 
not often contribute directly to a 
slower Internet connection, but they 
should always be prevented when-
ever possible and purged as soon as 
they sneak onto your computer. To 
check for and contain viruses, down-
load an antivirus program and install 
it, then run it immediately.

Replace your computer.  When 
all else fails, chances are that your 
computer is too old or too worn-out 
to provide an adequate connection 
speed. As mentioned previously, 
content on the Internet becomes 
more demanding and data-intensive 
every year. Eventually, your CPU and 
system bus just would not be fast 
enough to keep up. Set a budget and 
head out in search of deals.
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Ethiopia conference to consider $106.8m 
strategy for WHO to tackle disease 

W
i t h  m o r e 
t h a n  1 0 0 
p u b l i c 
h e a l t h 
e m e r g e n -

cies occurring each year in 
the African Region, Health 
Ministers attending the 66th 
session of the WHO Regional 
Committee for Africa will 
consider a $106.8M strategy 
to tackle the public health 
emergencies that threaten 
everyone in Africa and disrupt 
the regional economy.

At the WHO meeting tak-
ing place in Addis Ababa from 
19-23 August 2016, Health 
Ministers from the 47 coun-
tries in the Region will de-
cide on a number of policy 
commitments in the Regional 
Strategy for Health Security 
and Emergencies 2016–2020. 
One of the strategy’s most 
significant commitments, in 
direct response to the many 
outbreaks seen across the 
continent, is that by 2018, at 
least 80% of the 47 countries 
will have tested and funded 

all-hazards preparedness plans, 
conducted outbreak and disas-
ter risk analyses and mapping, 
and implemented policies and 
guidelines to support Interna-
tional Health Regulations (IHR) 
and Disaster Risk Management 
(DRM) implementation.

“In our globalized world, dis-
eases know no boundaries. We 
need stronger collaboration to 
protect national, regional and 
global health security. The 
implementation of the regional 
strategy for health security and 
emergencies would strengthen 
the capacity of countries in the 
Region to prepare for, prevent, 
detect, respond to and quickly 
recover from emergencies in 
a predictable, dependable and 
accountable way,” said  Mat-
shidiso Moeti, WHO Regional 
Director for Africa.

At the meeting that will 
review modalities of contrib-
uting to and managing the 
African Public Health Emer-
gency Fund (APHEF), Moeti 
will advocate for renewed 
commitment from Member 
States to sustaining the Fund. 
It is notable that with the fre-

quent emergencies in the Re-
gion, the needs for assistance 
continue to increase. Recently, 
APHEF resources have funded 
vaccination campaigns to con-
tain the current outbreaks of 
yellow fever, and established 
emergency treatment centers 
to manage cholera in drought-
stricken southern Africa.

Out of the 100 public health 
emergencies that occur in the 
African Region every year, 
infectious diseases account for 
80%, disasters for 18%, chemi-
cal poisoning and acute severe 
malnutrition account for only 
2%. The recent Ebola epidemic 
in West Africa received the 
lion’s share of attention, but 
national governments need 
dedicated resources to contain 
many other diseases, with 
looming threats on the hori-
zon. Antimicrobial resistance 
(AMR), for example, threatens 
the effective prevention and 
treatment of an ever-increas-
ing range of infections.

“Countries can do more to 
tackle these outbreaks, many 
of which are preventable, by 
addressing the causes and be-

ing better prepared to avoid 
the current unacceptably high 
death, disease and disability, 
resulting in subsequent so-
cioeconomic disruptions,” the 
Regional Director added.

Outlining the risk across the 
continent, WHO mapped out 
the impact of 15 tropical dis-
eases—ranging from anthrax 
to Ebola to Zika—in a report 
released in May 2016. These 
maps examined the ecological 
zones where people can ac-
quire the disease along with 
the places where transmission 
has been documented. The 
report also charted the impacts 
of ten different contextual and 
environmental factors—rang-
ing from population growth 
and urbanization to hunger 
and conflict.

The Regional Strategy would 
establish a target that by 2020, 
at least 80% of Member States 
should have

a fully functioning public 
health emergency operation 
centre (EOC) and a functional 
national laboratory system 
and network that meets mini-
mum standards. Over 80% of 
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...WHO’s Africa regional office catalogued more than 100 annual public health emergencies in member states 

Member States should have 
an adequate health work force 
to respond to outbreaks and 
health emergencies and at least 
90% of Member States should 
be implementing the Inte-
grated Disease Surveillance 
and Response (IDSR) including 
event-based surveillance sys-
tems with at least 90% country 
coverage by 2020.

In line with the guiding 
principles of the Regional Strat-
egy, WHO and partners will 
work in strong collaboration 
and multisectoral engagement 
to prevent, contain and control 
emergencies in the Region. 

    Once the Regional Strat-
egy is made available, decisive 
actions will be needed from 
Member States and their de-
velopment partners for im-
plementation, ensuring that 
people in Africa and the world 
are better protected from out-
breaks and other health emer-
gencies. The establishment of 
resilient health systems that 
can withstand the shock of 
disasters and potential damage 
from emergencies is essential 
for Africa to continue to grow.
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Experts propose approach to maintain antibiotic 
effectiveness before meeting of world leaders 

I
n a recent issue of Science, 
experts address the global 
health crisis of antibiotic ef-
fectiveness by proposing new 
global targets for the use of 

antibiotics. This proposal precedes 
the United Nations high-level 
meeting on antimicrobial resis-
tance, in which heads of state will 
directly address the issue of anti-
biotic effectiveness. Lead author 
and CDDEP Director Ramanan 
Laxminarayan and co-authors 
offer a framework of actionable 
measures to reach the proposed 
target for reduced antibiotics use, 
involving surveillance systems, 
global financing for action plans, 
and the establishment of a global 
architecture to ensure appropriate 
access to antibiotics.

  World leaders will meet on 
September 21, 2016, for the UN 
high-level Meeting on Antimicro-
bial Resistance, marking the third 
time in history that the UN has 
used its convening power to bring 
Heads of State together on a health 
issue. The gathering around a One 
Health issue—involving the well-
being of humans, animals, and the 
environment—is unprecedented.

 Anticipating the UNGA high-
level meeting, the Science analy-
sis sets out measurable goals for 
antibiotic use reduction. One 
goal is for countries consuming 
more than the current median 
global level of consumption (8.54 
defined daily doses per capita per 

year) to reduce per capita con-
sumption to the median level. 
“This alone would reduce global 
antibiotic use by 17.5%,” according 
to Laxminarayan. He adds, “Impor-
tantly, the main culprits are high-
income countries that can afford 
to reduce antibiotic use without 
health consequences, and not the 
low-income countries, where too 
many people still have no access to 

antibiotics, even when they have 
life-threatening infections.”

 The details of how this goal is 
reached must be tailored to each 
country situation, but the authors 
offer a number of ways to achieve 
it, e.g., by eliminating all use for 
growth promotion in food animals, 
by more widespread use of vac-
cines to prevent infections,

 Reducing antibiotic use is only 
an intermediate goal, however, in 

New study finds Zika virus can affect adult brains, not just infants 

A 
new research us-
ing lab mice has 
revealed that the 
Z i k a  v i r u s  m ay 

cause long-term damage to 
the memory of adult human 
beings, through a condition 
which mirrors the effects of 
Alzheimer’s disease.

It becomes the first time 
that infection with the mos-
quito-borne Zika virus may 
damage adult brain cells, 
not just developing foetus-
es. Adult cells involved in 
learning and memory can be 
destroyed by the viral infec-
tion, which is also blamed 
for a surge in the birth defect 
microcephaly.

The study, titled “Zika Vi-
rus Infects Neural Progeni-
tors in the Adult Mouse Brain 
and Alters Proliferation” by 
Hongda Li and five other 
researchers showed that pe-
ripheral ZIKV exposure in a 
mouse model can infect adult 
neural stem cells in the brain, 
leading to cell death and 
reduced proliferation. Thus, 
in addition to impacting fetal 

the larger effort to reduce current 
levels of antibiotic resistance. 
The authors recommend a goal of 
reducing resistance to “nationally 
specified antimicrobials in tertiary 
care settings nationally, regionally 
and globally within 5 years,” with 
verification. 

The new goals and programs 
are unlikely to be successful with-
out a central coordinating mecha-
nism. Modeled on the successful 

UNAIDS, created in 1994 by a 
resolution of the UN Economic 
and Social Council, the experts 
recommend a World Bank Trust 
Fund to take on this responsibility. 
This body, focused on sustainable 
access to effective antibiotics, can 
“raise awareness and financing,” 
disseminate information to do-
nors, governments and academ-
ics, and engage with civil society, 
patient groups, and the private 
sector.

  “With the right preparation,” 
they conclude, the UNGA High-
Level meeting could “facilitate a 
shift of world opinion, build con-
sensus around core feasible goals 
in an intermediate and long-term 
time frame, and better integrate 
solutions to this urgent problem 
into broader policy approaches by 
UN member states, international 
organisations, and philanthropies.”

The Center for Disease Dynam-
ics, Economics & Policy (CDDEP) 
produces independent, multidis-
ciplinary research to advance the 
health and wellbeing of human 
populations around the world.   
CDDEP projects are global in scope, 
spanning Africa, Asia, and North 
America and include scientific 
studies and policy engagement.   
The CDDEP team is experienced 
in addressing country-specific 
and regional issues, as well as the 
local and global aspects of global 
challenges, such as antibiotic re-
sistance and pandemic influenza. 

development, ZIKV infection 
may also have negative ef-
fects on the adult brain.

“Here, using 6-weekold 
mice triply deficient in in-
terferon regulatory factor 
(IRF) as a model, we show 
that blood-borne ZIKV ad-
ministration can lead to pro-
nounced evidence of ZIKV 
infection in these adult neu-
ral stem cells, leading to cell 
death and reduced prolifera-
tion. Our data therefore sug-
gest that adult as well as fetal 
neural stem cells are vulner-

able to ZIKV neuropathology. 
Thus, although ZIKV is con-
sidered a transient infection 
in adult humans without 
marked long-term effects, 
there may in fact be conse-
quences of exposure in the 
adult brain,” read findings of 
the study. 

The mosquito-borne infec-
tion has already been linked 
to microcephaly - a serious 
birth defect in which babies 
are born with small heads 
and brain damage. Experi-
ments using mice engineered 

to mimic human Zika infec-
tion now also show that the 
virus also attacks immature 
cells in the adult brain vital 
to learning and memory.

Scientists had thought that 
the virus only impacted the 
brains of developing foetuses 
and did not believe an infec-
tion posed serious problems 
for adults.

“Zika can clearly enter the 
brain of adults and can wreak 
havoc,” said Sujan Shresta, 
a professor and member of 
the team from the La Jolla 

Institute of Allergy and Im-
munology in California, USA.

“But it’s a complex disease 
- it’s catastrophic for early 
brain development, yet the 
majority of adults who are in-
fected with Zika rarely show 
detectable symptoms.

“Its effect on the adult 
brain may be more subtle, 
and now we know what to 
look for.”

While healthy individu-
als may be able to resist the 
virus, those with weakened 
immune systems could be 
at serious risk, said the re-
searchers.

Gleeson added: “In more 
subtle cases, the virus could 
theoretically impact long-
term memory or risk of de-
pression.”

The scientists still do not 
know to what extent the 
mouse model results apply to 
humans, or how permanent 
the brain damage is. But they 
say the research raises the 
disturbing possibility of long 
term mental impairment in 
Zika-infected adults.
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Sports
2017 AFCON qualifier: Rohr names squad for Tanzania clash

S
uper Eagles technical ad-
viser, Gernot Rohr, has in-
vited 23 players, including 
captain John Obi Mikel and 
goalkeeper Carl Ikeme, for 

September’s 2017 Africa Nations 
Cup qualifying match against Tan-
zania.

The match is ``a dead rubber’’ as 
both teams have already been elimi-
nated from the tournament.

A statement on Nigeria Football 
Federation (NFF) website said that 
Rohr and the Super Eagles would 
use the game as rehearsal for the 
2018 FIFA World Cup qualifying 
series clash with Zambia in Ndola 
in October.

The Franco-German named Tech-
nical Adviser of the Super Eagles by 
NFF two weeks ago, called up three 
goalkeepers, eight defenders, four 
midfielders and eight forwards for 

Mourinho: Pogba the best midfielder in the world

M
anchester United man-
ager Jose Mourinho be-
lieves Paul Pogba is the 
world’s best midfielder, 
but does not expect the 

France international to produce fire-
works every week.

 Pogba, 23, became the most expensive 
footballer of all time when moving to 
United from Serie A champions Juven-
tus for £93.8m earlier this month.

 All eyes will be on Pogba, who left 
United to join Juventus in 2012.

 However, while big things are ex-
pected from Pogba following his world 
record transfer, Mourinho insists he 
does not believe a huge amount of goals 
should be one of them.

 “Can Paul score Ronaldo and Messi’s 
goals?” Mourinho said. “Not even 25 per 
cent, I believe. I believe he cannot score 
20 goals in a season.

 “So if to be the best player in the world 
means to score a lot of goals, that’s not 
the point. But he’s one of the best mid-
field players; maybe I could say the best 
midfield player, in the world. 

“I’m not worried with an ‘impact’ and 
I don’t think he’s worried with that. I 
see him very calm, I see him very com-
fortable in this role of a star player and 
feeling very well under that skin.

 “I don’t see him under pressure, I don’t 
see him in training trying to do things 
to show that he’s different, to show that 
he’s better. 

“I think his impact will be something 
very natural, a progressive impact of 
contribution to improve the team, be-
cause that’s what he’s here for - to win 
trophies.

 “I’m not expecting, the first time he 
touches the ball, to dribble past five guys 
and score a wonder goal. I expect the 
first time he touches the ball to make a 
correct pass, a good selection of passing, 
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a good choice, a good simple execution 
and a fluid game.

 Mourinho added: “So, maybe it’s not 
an impact, maybe just a natural im-
provement of the team, because he’s a 
super football player.

 “When you speak about the best play-

the game scheduled for Uyo Sta-
dium on Sept. 3.

Mikel Obi would be joined in the 
midfield by Ogenyi Onazi, Belgium-
based former youth international, 
Wilfred Ndidi and Israel-based 

Nosa Igiebor, who has not featured 
for Nigeria since missing the cut for 
the 2014 FIFA World Cup in Brazil.

Emmanuel Daniel joins Carl 
Ikeme and Ikechukwu Ezenwa to 
fight for the gloves, while home-
based Jamiu Alimi finds a place 

among Leon Balogun, William 
Troost-Ekong, Chidozie Awaziem 
in the defence.

Other defenders on the list 
are Abdullahi Shehu, Musa Mu-
hammed, Elderson Echiejile and 
Kingsley Madu.

Rohr, a former defender, has also 
opted for a strong attacking line, 
with assistant captain Ahmed Musa 
leading Kelechi Iheanacho, Moses 
Simon, Victor Moses, Imoh Ezekiel, 
Odion Ighalo, Brown Ideye and 
youngster Victor Osimhen.

However, Arsenal youngster 
Alex Iwobi has been ruled out of 
the encounter after he suffered an 
injury in his team’s opening game of 
the season against Liverpool.

Iwobi, who impressed with the 
Eagles in May, is out for four weeks 
after a hip injury.

All the players have been direct-
ed to report in Uyo on August. 28.

ers in the world, you go immediately to 
the ones that score a lot of goals. 

“You don’t give a golden ball [Ballon 
d’Or] to a goalkeeper. You gave it to de-
fender Fabio Cannavaro once, because 
in that season he was the captain of 
Italy, the world champions.

 “Paolo Maldini never got a gold ball. 
Javier Zanetti never got a gold ball. Top 
goalkeepers, over history, didn’t get a 
gold ball. You look immediately to the 
ones that score a lot of goals.”
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RIO OLYMPICS: 
Bolt says goodbye to 200m in style

U
sain Bolt took to the start 
line of last 200metres final 
saying there was nothing 
left to prove — yet Jamai-
ca’s sprint king proved it 

anyway.
An eighth Olympic gold medal, the 

first man in history to do the sprint 
double at three Olympic Games, the 
oldest man in history to win a 200m 
Olympic title; these were but fresh 
chapters in the record books.

Losing was never in question, yet 
Bolt looked decidedly at odds with him-
self as he dipped across the line with the 
clock reading 19.78sec.

For an athlete pursuing track im-
mortality and his own world record of 
19.19sec, Bolt showed he was mortal 
after all. Time has caught up with the 
great man — who turns 30 on Sunday. 
But still the rest of the field could not 
catch up with him.

Bolt shook his arm in genuine disgust 
with himself and in his last individual 
event at an Olympics it felt like the 
flames were slowly being extinguished 
on the trail he has blazed for so long by 
the gentlest wisps of rain that fell deep 
into the Rio night.

But no one else in the stadium was 
disappointed by the Samba showman, 
who was confident enough before the 

race to perform his version of the Brazil-
ian dance on the start line.

The eighth wonder of Bolt’s world 
was duly delivered, with a ninth gold 
dangling tantalisingly in front of him. 
And while unhappy initially with his 
time, finally he allowed himself to 
embrace his remarkable achievement.

“I don’t need to prove anything else,” 
Bolt said. “What else can I do to prove 
to the world I am the greatest? I came 
to prove to the world I’m the best and 
uplift the sport.”

Like much of the world, the Brazil-
ian public have loved Bolt ever since 
he burst so dramatically onto the scene 
at the 2008 Olympics in Beijing, and as 
he draped their national flag around 
his shoulders, chants of his name rang 
around the stadium.

His start, the only time he ever 
shows any frailty, was not perfect, but 
after the opening 30m the race was ef-
fectively won.

The potential challenge of LeShawn 
Merritt, who has the fastest 200m 
time this season, dissipated almost 
immediately, while Andre de Grasse, 
who is seen by many as Bolt’s succes-
sor on the sprint stage, did not have the 
legs to match his rival as he had in the 
semi-finals.

This time there were no smiles ex-

changed between the pair, Bolt instead 
stretching every sinew as he strove to 
beat that magic 19sec barrier.

The Jamaican’s dominance is such 
over 200m that, when asked, he had to 
think hard to recall when he last lost 
over the distance. It dates back to the 
Jamaican trials for London 2012, while 
his only major championships defeat 
at the distance was at the 2007 World 
Championships, after which he decided 
to start taking his athletics seriously 
and put the partying lifestyle on hold.

But this was his farewell to the 
200m, having said he plans to run only 
the 100m individually at next year’s 
World Championships in London. The 
200m is his favourite event and he bent 
down and kissed the wet, blue track 
afterwards as if to say goodbye, while 
keeping his emotions in check.

“I try not to think about things like 
that now,” he said. “I try to move on to 
the next [race] — and I have the 4x100m 
next. When I relax by myself I’ll prob-
ably get a bit emotional but now I’m just 
happy I got it done.” Bolt was not afraid 
to admit, “It’s not as easy as it used to be”.

“I wanted it [the record] but my 
body couldn’t take it,” he said. “My legs 
wouldn’t respond. I’m getting older but 
the key thing is I won, which is what I 
came to do.”

There was agony for Britain’s Adam 
Gemili, who was edged out of the 
bronze medal by France’s Christophe 
Lemaitre by just three thousandths of 
a second, and the Briton slumped dev-
astated on the track.

For Bolt, as the oldest Olympic cham-
pion for the 200m, it seemed the right 
time to step away from the event.

“My 200 gold medal means a lot more 
than anything else to me,” he said. “All 
I wanted to do was run the 200m and 
win an Olympic gold medal once, so to 
be an eight-time gold medallist now is 
a big deal.

“But I’ve worked hard and I’ve 
pushed myself to be the best. I’ve prov-
en to the world you can do it clean. I’ve 
made the sport exciting, made people 
want to watch it, I’ve put it on a differ-
ent level.”

When Bolt does bow out for good 
next year, he will leave a huge void. De 
Grasse looks best placed to fill it and 
when asked if he would be happy to 
see the back of Bolt, the 21-year-old Ca-
nadian silver medallist said: “A little bit 
of both. I love competing against him, 
it’s an honour to be a part of history, of 
what he’s accomplished in his career. If 
his time is up I guess a new person has 
to come in.”
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Africans investing in Africa:  The 
new engine of Africa’s growth

N
ever have the stars been more aligned 
for African businesses as they are now.

Rising disposable incomes, a young 
and talented population, growing 
urbanization, and an increasingly 

robust business climate have all combined to produce 
an emerging middle-class that is poised to drive 
consumption, innovation, industrialization and trade.  
Global investor confidence in Africa is higher than 
it has ever been. A survey conducted by the African 
Private Equity and Venture Capital Association 
confirms that Africa is set to become one of the most 
popular destinations for investments, especially as 
growth in more mature markets like China and Brazil 
slows down. Indeed, PwC predicts African agriculture 
booming into a $1trillion industry by 2030 as the fate 
of the often overlooked sector turns and it begins 
to attract deep investments particularly in Zambia, 
Botswana, South Africa and Tanzania.

While local and global investors are similarly 
lured into Africa by the current set of conditions – 
peace and stability, sustained economic growth, a 
ballooning youth population, and a rising consumer 
class – investors, especially from South Africa, Kenya, 
Nigeria and Namibia, lead the pack.  It would surprise 
most to learn that the greatest source of investment in 
African economies is not the United States or China 
but actually South Africa. Even as more American, 
European, and Asian businesses acquire leading 
African businesses, Ernst and Young reports that intra-
African investment into new projects has grown by 
32.5 percent since 2007, which is four times faster than 
investment flows from developed economies. As most 
African economies grow by an average of 5-6% per 
year, African firms are riding high on this momentum 
and aggressively expanding their enterprises across 
the region.  During this year’s World Economic 
Forum on Africa in Rwanda, African business men 
and women sitting on various panels repeated a 
shared sentiment: Africa is less risky now in terms of 
politics, trade and governance, and offering rates of 
returns far more appealing than what can be realized 

in developed economies. 
In a joint publication by the Tony Elumelu 

Foundation and Brenthurst Foundation titled ‘Africans 
Investing in Africa’, the phone provider giant, MTN 
and the supermarket chain Shoprite, both of South 
African origin, are profiled as leaders in intra-Africa 
commerce. Nigerian-headquartered United Bank 
for Africa (UBA), which has expanded into 18 other 
African countries, building over 160 business offices, 
is also profiled. UBA expects to increase its revenue 
generation from the rest of Africa (outside Nigeria) 
from 24 percent to 50 percent in the coming years. 
Dangote Cement is also featured and its rapid $5 
billion expansion project from Nigeria into 13 other 
African countries is comprehensively analysed. 
‘Africans Investing in Africa’ chapters and case 
studies demonstrate the diversity of sectors that are 
engaged in cross-border economic activity across 
the continent, while emphasizing the importance of 
Africans investing in the continent to build stronger 
diplomatic, political, and cultural ties. 

Beyond this optimism, there remains vast 
untapped opportunities in Energy/Power, Heavy 
Industry/Manufacturing, Transport, and Healthcare 
caused by high operating costs, limited infrastructure, 
lean access to finance and a myriad of other constraints 
that restrict investments in these transformative 
sectors. According to the World Bank, intra-African 
trade costs are around 50% higher than in East Asia, 
and are the highest of intra-regional costs in any 
developing region. 

It is impossible to sustain economic growth 
and attain shared prosperity without advancing 
intra-regional trade, commerce and investments. 
This is possible only by eliminating obstacles that 
thwart private sector growth and competitiveness 
and prevent more private sector participants from 
investing in critical sectors. Addressing the following 
factors will enable African governments and private 
sector overcome the key challenges in investing in 
Africa:

1) Infrastructure reform: Africa has never had an 
infrastructure base appropriate for its needs. During 
the colonial era, transport routes were overwhelmingly 
extractive: designed to move primary commodities 
to ports. Infrastructure development will drive trade, 
spur industrialization and create new economic 
opportunities that allow more African economies 
achieve shared prosperity. The good news is that 
development finance institutions including Afrexim 
and AFC have recently funded several infrastructure 
projects across the continent, but more investments 

to bridge Africa’s infrastructure gap of $90b a year, are 
critically needed. 

2) Expanding access to finance: Analysts from 
PwC Advisory recommend that new funding models 
such as public-private partnerships (PPPs), export 
credit agencies (ECAs), private equity, as well as 
alternative mechanisms such as Pension funds, 
Sovereign wealth funds and insurance funds should 
be exploited to access financing for new projects. This 
is in addition to funding from Development Finance 
Institutions (DFIs) and International Development 
Agencies (IDAs). For example, Development Partners 
International (DPI), is a private equity firm that 
has made notable investments between US$20m 
–US$100m across growing economies and sectors 
in Africa. 

3) Enabling environment for business: The 
private sector has the most capital to drive the 
African economy. There is so much global private 
capital seeking investment destinations. But as 
we know global private capital goes to where it is 
most welcome. Therefore, the challenge before all 
African governments should be how to ensure that 
they create, improve and strengthen the enabling 
environment in order to attract and retain these 
investments. For example, ease of capital remittances 
and the presence of a fair regulatory framework in a 
country will greatly attract external investments. 

4) Deepening the African Capital Markets: A 
key way to deepen African capital markets is by 
encouraging privatized and systemically-important 
companies to list on the stock exchange. The assessing 
and listing of these strategically important entities will 
help to broaden the stocks available on the exchange, 
which will further propel and drive the economy. 
Regional stock exchanges should strive to attract 
new listings, generate greater liquidity, and attract the 
right profile of institutional investors through effective 
regulation and the right set of incentives.

5) Freer regional trade: Priority should be given to 
solving non-tariff barriers ranging from prohibitive 
transaction costs to complex immigration procedures, 
limited capacity of border officials and costly import 
and export licensing procedures.  

The private sector has the most critical role to play 
in Africa’s transformation. African governments must 
strive to create a business climate that is conducive to 
investments, and both African and foreign investors 
should be encouraged to more actively explore 
opportunities on the continent. 

Africa will rise, not by charity or aid, but by investments 
and trade. The time to invest in Africa is now

SUNDAYBD C002D5556

Week
Quotes of the

Around the world, researchers at in-
dependent antivirus testing labs spend 
their days putting antivirus tools to the 
test. Some of these labs regularly release 
public reports on their findings. I follow 
five such labs closely: AV-Comparatives, 
AV-Test Institute, Simon Edwards Labs 
(the successor to Dennis Technology 
Labs), Virus Bulletin, and MRG-Effitas. I 
also take note of whether vendors have 
contracted for certification by ICSA Labs 
and West Coast Labs.

Security companies typically pay for 
the privilege of being included in test-
ing. In return, the labs supply them with 
detailed reports that can help improve 
their products. The number of labs that 
include a particular vendor serves as a 
measure of significance. In each case, the 
lab considered the product important 
enough to test, and the vendor felt the 
price was worthwhile. The labs don’t 
necessarily test a vendor’s free product, 
but most vendors pack full protection 
into the free product, enhancing pre-
mium versions with additional features.

Blogs
From the 

“So far we have spent N400 billion on capital, 
that is between May when the budget was 
signed and now; we are going for another 
capital allocation meeting where we are go-
ing to allocate another N60 billion. So, we are 
pumping money into the economy at a very 
rapid rate, but it would take a little time for the 
effect to be felt”. Nigeria’s Minister of Finance, 
Kemi Adeousn.   
“In recent weeks, the nation’s public space 
has been inundated with a treatise of discuss 
centered around the concept ‘budget pad-
ding’, newly introduced into the lexicon of the 
Nigerian legislative Appropriation process. 
Good enough, all the said allegations raise is-
sues that can be easily verified and the public 
will be availed ample opportunity upon the 
resumption of the House”.  Special Adviser on 
Media and Public Affairs to Yakubu Dogara, 
Turaki Hassan.
The existing judgment that has not been 
appealed, the continuous conduct of the de-
fendant (Sheriff) is hampering his interest. It 
is an internal political matter that ought not 
to be brought to court. He doesn’t have locus 
standi to bring the matter to this court. He is 
not PDP or Makarfi. Who is he? He is seeking 
an interpretation of a judgment and he is not a 
direct beneficiary. He has to establish a liability”. 
OIuyede Ajibade, counsel to Ali Modu Sheriff. 

Numbers
N60bn
Nigeria’s Minister of Finance,  Kemi Adeousn, said 
Federal Government was set to release N60 billion 
for capital projects to stimulate the economy.

$50
Brent, against which half of the world’s oil is priced, 
rose by $0.84 to $50.69 per barrel as of 7:58pm 
Nigerian time.
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