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LFCC 
HAS...

EMBRACED
Learning

We foster an environment that ignites 
and sustains a passion for lifelong 

learning.

High Performance
We are focused, responsive, 

collaborative and accountable.

Integrity
We exemplify honesty, character 

and respect for our communities.

Positive Spirit
We value creativity, enthusiasm  

and a “can-do” attitude.

Diversity
We honor the uniqueness of 

individuals and communities.

SERVED
400,000  students

AWARDED
23,925  degrees and certificates 

FOR 50 
YEARS,



3

THEN
577  students 

$69  per quarter tuition 

23  subjects taught across 131  sections

NOW
9,054  credit students 

7,483  Workforce Solutions students 

1,095  employers served

184  students representing 61  countries

$183.15  per credit in-state tuition

12  program pathways 

More than 100  programs

Your community college  

first opened its doors on Sept. 28, 1970. Over the 

past 50 years, in addition to providing a high‑quality 

education, LFCC has played a pivotal role in our economic 

development, working closely with local governments, area 

schools and our partners in business and industry.

Administration of 
Justice, Forensic 
Science, and Law

Engineering

Humanities  
and Art

Science and 
Agriculture

Trades, 
Industry and 

Manufacturing

Computer and 
Information 
Technology

Education

Business

Undecided, 
Exploratory

Social Sciences 
and Human 

Behavior

Recreation and 
Wellness

Healthcare

“You can walk into any office here and you 
will find help, and they’re glad to do that. The 

professors don’t just want you to succeed in 
class; they want you to succeed in your life.” 

Rostant Kengni, 2019 graduate and pharmacy student
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1970
• College 

administra-
tors began 
accepting 
applications 
while working from a temporary office 
set up at the Old Dominion Motel, one 
mile north of Middletown. A staff mem-
ber recalled having to store books in the 
motel’s bathtubs. 

• JoAnn Leight was the first student to 
enroll in courses at LFCC and graduated 
with an associate degree in early child-
hood education in 1972. She earned her 
bachelor’s degree and later her master’s 
degree from James Madison Universi-
ty. After earning her bachelor’s degree, 
Leight taught kindergarten at Bass 
Hoover Elementary School for 28 years, 
retiring in 2002. Her education came 
full circle when some of the children of 
her professors became her kindergarten 
students.

• Professor Frank 
Borleske was hired 
as a math professor 
and is still teaching 
today.

• Dr. McCoy and other college 
employees drove around a 
mobile van giving talks at 
area high schools and civic 
organizations, and registering 
students at shopping centers. 

• During a dedication of the 
new facility, Gov. Mills E. Godwin said 
the college was serving students who nev-
er thought they’d have the opportunity to 
go to college. “To many of them, it must 

seem like a miracle, 
and indeed in a very 
real sense, we are 
gathered here today 
to bear witness to a 
miracle.” 

An ad hoc committee for Region 15 held 
its first meeting at the Wayside Inn in 
Middletown. Dr. William H. McCoy III 

was named the college’s first president 
and presided over the Oct. 11, 1969 

groundbreaking ceremony.  

The Commission on 
Vocational Education 

recommended the 
establishment of a 

statewide network of 
technical colleges. 

Gov. Mills Godwin 
established the 

Virginia Community 
College System and 

two colleges opened. 

A Florida native, Dr. William H. McCoy III was named  
the first president of the college. Following his graduation 

from the University of Florida in 1949, he served as a battery 
commander in the U.S. Army for three years. After his discharge, 
Dr. McCoy served as a congressional legislative assistant before 
working as a USDA inspector in Florida.

As LFCC president, Dr. McCoy was active in the local community. 
He helped start and was the first chairman of the Commission 
on Small Rural Colleges, was president of the Shenandoah Area 
Council of the Boy Scouts, as president and later as a director 
of the Wayside Foundation for the Arts, was a member of the 
Winchester Rotary Club Board of Directors and was named 
Distinguished Forester from the Commonwealth for planting with 
his nephew’s help more than 40,000 pine trees on his farm.

Dr. McCoy left LFCC in 1987 to become president of North Flor-
ida Community College. He died in 2013 at the age of 85. 

577 students 
arrived on the first 
day of classes on  
Sept. 28, 1970. 

19661963 1969 1970

1969 McCoy

1969
The land upon which LFCC’s Middletown 

Campus was built had been sold to the state 

by farmer and apple orchardist Garland 
Snapp, who didn’t want his land developed 

for any other purpose. Following Mr. Snapp’s 

death, the Foundation received a donation 

from his estate of 19 acres adjacent to 

campus. The Student Union Building was 

later built on this land.
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1972
• Kathy Alsberry Temple is a trailblazer – her life is made up of 

many firsts, including being the very first person to be handed 
her diploma during the 1972 commencement ceremonies. She 
returned 40 years later for a second degree. 

• Frank (Ralph) Elosser was in the first graduating class and 
studied accounting. In 1976, Elosser began his career with the 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. (FDIC). 

• Judy Neff Rinker was named the college’s first Outstanding 
Graduate, and went on to work at the college for more than 30 
years. She worked as a secretary in various offices of the college 
before becoming executive assistant to the president in 1991, and 
later administrative coordinator of planning and compliance. 

Temple

Elosser

Rinker

LFCC was awarded full accreditation 
by the Southern Association of 

Colleges and Schools.

92 students graduated at the 
first commencement. 

The college received 
authorization to use 
Blandy Experimental 

Farm and Orland E. White 
Arboretum in Clarke 
County for classes. 

1972 1973 1974 1978 1980

Enrollment 
surpassed 1,000 

students. 

The LFCC Foundation 
was established and 
held many successful 

community fundraisers 
in the years to come.

LFCC celebrated  
10 years. 

Student enrollment 
increased to 2,924.

1978

The Fairfax Follies were initiated in 1978 by now-retired Professor Andrea 
Ludwick. The first spring shows, turn-of-the-century style vaudeville acts, were 

presented outside Fairfax Hall. The show is now performed in the William H. McCoy 
Theatre. Many LFCC students, employees and community members have sung and 
acted in the shows over the years. 

1980

One of the more memorable early fundraisers was the black-tie 
“Surf and Turf ” dinner hosted by Nick and Kathy Nerangis 

at one of their McDonald’s restaurants. Complete with dinner 
music, floral arrangements, and Chicken McNugget hors d’oeuvres, 
the event raised funds for 
student scholarships. The LFCC 
Foundation board organized 
many successful fundraisers over 
the years, including the Shrimp 
Feast, the Truck Party, Dollars 
for Scholars Gala, the Hart Gala, 
and Evening with the Stars. 

“We had to collate everything by hand and we certainly didn’t 
have a folding machine. We’d put everything that needed to 

be collated and folded around the edges of this big table, and 
we’d put food in the middle. Then we’d call in the secretaries 

and everybody, and just walk around and around the table—
collating, folding and eating. We had a good old time.”

B. Gail Tennett, supervisor of the Word Processing Center, 
talking about the ditto and mimeograph machines 

“At the time I attended in the early 1980s, LFCC still had a relatively 

small population and that facilitated a tight‑knit student community. I 

sometimes react in awe at the physical and instructional transformation 

of the college. What was once a single building is today a 
beautiful campus offering a tremendous breadth and 

depth of academic and vocational courses.” 
Craig Smith, class of 1985, project manager at Thermo Fisher Scientific Smith
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1988
• Dr. Beck arrived at LFCC from 

Lurleen B. Wallace State Junior 
College – now Lurleen B. Wallace 
Community College – in Ala-
bama, where she served as dean of 
academic affairs, as well as dean 
of development, Title III coordi-
nator, chair of the math-science 
division and math instructor. 
Additionally, Dr. Beck had worked 
as a consultant and freelance 
writer, and as a part-time graduate 
professor at Troy State University 
and Auburn University.  
Dr. Beck spent more than 14 
years serving with the Southern 
Association of Colleges and 
Schools Commission on Colleges 
as a member, officer and com-
mittee chair. In 2002, Dr. Beck 
became the first female president 
of Calhoun Community College 
in Decatur, Ala. Dr. Beck retired 
from Calhoun Community Col-
lege in 2014.

• Bob Sowder donated several acres 
to LFCC, and the former alfalfa 
barn on that land housed our 
first classes in Fauquier County. 

Around that same time, Mr. 
Sowder established an endowed 
scholarship, in honor of his late 
mother, for Fauquier County 
students who wished to study at 
the campus. More recently, Mr. 
Sowder served on the LFCC Ed-
ucational Foundation Board and 
has been a continuous supporter 
of the college. Mr. Sowder and his 
wife, Janet, established a student 
emergency fund and gave gener-
ously to the campaign for a new 
academic building (Hazel Hall) at 
the Fauquier Campus. 

• Initially, the Fauquier Campus 
was shared between LFCC and 
Germanna Community College. 
The land had an alfalfa barn dating 
back to 1940 that was renovated 
into a college, complete with two 
classrooms, a small office, a com-
puter lab and even a “corn crib” 
library with two shelves of books. 
Classes began in The Barn on Sept. 
7, 1988, with 17 students. When 
the 62,000-square-foot Wolk 
Hall opened in the fall of 1999, 
The Barn became a multipurpose 
building used for classes, college 
activities and community events. 
After a 2017 renovation, The Barn 
has more light, improved acous-
tics, and much needed additional 
storage. The new kitchenette and 
covered patio are wonderful for 
events.  

“Professor Rob Simpson was the one 

instructor who really gave me the 
motivation to go on and continue 
my education. He just really excited me 

about birds and I never looked back.” 

Carla Dove, Class of 1983, research scientist/
program manager for the Smithsonian 

Institution’s Feather Identification Lab at The 
National Museum of Natural History. 

Ground was 
broken on Alson 
H. Smith Hall on 
the Middletown 

Campus. 

1984

With about 16,000 square feet, 
Alson H. Smith Hall holds the 

Kathy Kanter Dental Hygiene Clinic, 
where dental hygiene students give free 
community cleanings, as well as classrooms 
for the trades, including a welding lab, and 
the William H. McCoy Theatre. 

1987

In fall 2019, dual-enrolled students 
made up 37 percent of the student 

body with 2,511 students. The number 
of dual-enrolled students grew to 2,547 
in fall 2020. Thanks to this program, 
some high school students are able to 
earn an associate degree even before 
they’ve graduated from high school. 

Dr. Marilyn C. 
Beck became the 
college’s second 

president. 

19841981 1987 1988 1989

LFCC received recognition in 
the “Best Colleges Issue” of U.S. 

News and World Report.

Ground was broken on the 
Learning Resources Center on 

the Middletown Campus.

The Small Business 
Assistance Center 

opened.

Sowder

Beck

LFCC began offering 
dual‑enrollment classes 

allowing high school 
students to receive college 

credit for courses. 
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LFCC celebrated 
its 20th 

anniversary. 

The college was 
recognized for its 

504 program which 
provides support for 
students who have 

disabilities.

The college received $3.2 million in state funds to build a 
new 24,000‑square‑foot learning resources center.

The State Board for Community Colleges declared 
Fauquier County as being in LFCC’s service region. 

Old Dominion University’s distance 
learning program, TELETECHNET, 

was established. 

The Paul Wolk Library opened 
on the Middletown Campus.  

1991
• An LFCC mobile classroom, paid for and outfitted with 14 

IBM micro-computer stations, a printer and TV monitor by 
the Foundation, hit the road to deliver classes and workshops 
to businesses, industries and other sites within the service region. 

• In the 1990s, Rose Loeb donated to the college’s mobile 
computer classroom, Fairfax 
Hall renovations, an endowed 
scholarship, and the Building 
Community major gifts campaign. 
The Jesse & Rose Loeb Foundation 
remains a generous supporter and 
received the college’s prestigious 

philanthropy award in 2020. 

1992

The Lord Fairfax Small Business 
Development Center opened 

in 1993. Located on the Middletown 
Campus, it offers various services, 
including business planning, financial 
analysis and planning, marketing, site 
location analysis and business loan 
assistance. The LFSBDC has helped 5,118 
individual clients start, manage, grow 
or sell their small businesses in Clarke, 
Culpeper, Fauquier, Frederick, Madison, 
Rappahannock, Shenandoah and Warren 
counties and the city of Winchester. 

1990 1991 1992 1994

1994
• The first two ODU bachelor’s degree programs offered at the Middletown 

Campus were nursing and engineering technology. ODU’s distance learning 
was expanded to the Fauquier Campus in 1999. In 2014, ODU retired 
the satellite broadcast system, shifting to ODUOnline. Thanks to this 
partnership between LFCC and ODU, approximately 103 LFCC students 
transferred into one of ODU’s online bachelor’s programs between fall 2017 
and fall 2019. 

• Paul Wolk bought the last 20 tickets – costing $2,800 – in the Annual Truck 
Party Raffle from his friend Bill Remington, who chaired the event. Mr. Wolk 
went on to win the truck and became a lifelong supporter of LFCC. He and 
his wife, Sheila, donated more than $2 million to fundraising efforts, includ-
ing scholarships, library enhancements, and faculty development. Mr. Wolk 
served on the Foundation Board.

• By the late 1980s, the Paul 
Wolk Library had more than 
30,000 books, microfiche 
machines, and a growing 
demand for computers and 
more A/V equipment. From 
humble beginnings, the 
libraries on both the Middle-
town and Fauquier campuses have grown to a combined total of 66,526 books 
and DVDs, with another 194,220 digital and electronic offerings. In 2019, 
more than 10,000 physical items and nearly 37,5000 electronic materials were 
checked out of the Paul Wolk Library on the Middletown Campus and the 
Bob G. Sowder Library on the Fauquier Campus. 

“In the future, 
many innovative 

changes will 
occur, but I 

am confident 
that students will continue to 

be served in the most effective 
manner, faculty will continue to strive 

for excellence in teaching, and the staff 

and administration will continue to 

recognize that teaching and learning 

 are our primary mission.” 

George Edwards, director of instruction 
services in the 1990s

Edwards
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1999

Paul and Sheila Wolk Hall transformed 
the small Fauquier Campus, and en-

rollment significantly increased in the years 
to follow. The academic and administra-
tive building includes the Bob G. Sowder 
Library and the Loeb Student Center. In 
2017, the college dedicated the Harvey 

Pearson Student Success Suite.

LFCC celebrated its 25th anniversary.

President Marilyn Beck secured a federal Title III 
Endowment Challenge Grant in 1995. The grant matched 

donors’ gifts to the endowment 2 to 1 and allowed the 
college to establish the institutional advancement office. 

The General Assembly appropriated $7.2 
million to build a 60,000‑square‑foot 

building on the Fauquier Campus.

1996

The Warren French Telecommunications Center was dedicated 
in 1996. Warren B. French Jr. had recently retired as chairman 

and director of Shentel. He had a vision of how telecommunications 
and technology could enhance education. The telecommunications 
center housed the new distance learning programs and equipment 
that brought bachelor’s degree programs from Old Dominion University right to our campus. It was 
more recently renamed the Warren B. French Jr. Distance Programming & Technology Wing.

The General Assembly 
directed the VCCS to 

coordinate postsecondary 
workforce training. 

1998

Workforce training has always 
been a part of the Virginia 

Community College System, but in 
the early days was referred to as “con-
tinuing education,” with an emphasis 

on leisure learning. In 1999, realizing 
the significant role workforce 

development plays in econom-
ic development, the General 

Assembly legislated that 
workforce development fall 
under the VCCS umbrella. 
Community colleges in 

Virginia then adapted their 
continuing education units into 
“Continuing Education and 

Workforce Development.” 

“When I came to Lord Fairfax in December of 2001 and 

began networking with the chamber and economic 

development office, I realized that the community 
saw the campus as an economic resource. We 

experienced a 15‑percent increase in enrollment that 

year and knew that the campus would continue to grow 

at that rate or even higher.” 

Kay Dunkley, Fauquier Campus Dean 

1995 1996 1998

“We felt like we were doing something important here.” 
Nicole Martin, second full-time faculty member hired at the Fauquier Campus
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2001

Nearly 800 students have benefited from the wraparound services TRIO has provided over the past two decades, such as addi-
tional support in the form of counseling and advising, tutoring, transfer assistance, disability services and cultural and social 

activities for students who are first-generation college students, or who are low-income, or who have a documented disability. 

The Fauquier 
Campus’s 

60,000‑square‑
foot Wolk Hall 

opened.  

The college 
celebrated 30 

years.

LFCC began 
offering TRIO 

services. 

John J. “Ski” 
Sygielski became 

LFCC’s third 
president.

The college established the Martin 
Luther King Jr. “Walking King’s Talk” 

award to honor individuals who 
demonstrate the dreams and principles 

of the human rights leader. 

Dr. John “Ski” Sygielski was the first in his family to graduate from college. The Cleveland native went so 
far as to earn three master’s degrees, as well as a doctorate degree in adult continuing education and higher 

education administration. Prior to coming to LFCC in 2003, he was the first vice chancellor for workforce develop-
ment in the Virginia Community College System.

Dr. Sygielski started his career as a teacher in Chicago, and later worked as a corporate trainer. While president at 
LFCC, Dr. Sygielski was elected to the American Association of Community Colleges Board of Directors, and 
was asked to serve on the Commonwealth’s Manufacturing Development Commission. Dr. Sygielski left LFCC in 
2008 to become the president of Mt. Hood Community College in Portland, Ore. He has served as president of 
Harrisburg Area Community College in Pennsylvania since 2011. 

“Congratulations to the Lord Fairfax 

Community College teaching and 

learning community on celebrating 
50 years of changing lives, 

destinies and family trees in the 
Shenandoah Valley and beyond! 
In some small way, I hope to have added 

to it becoming a permanent educational 

resource in the region and an instrument 

of opportunity for thousands of 

students. LFCC has always been about 

the community, a community of 

teachers and learners that has shaped 

its history and will help shape its future 

over the next 50 years. With the college’s 

current leadership and ongoing support 

from the ever‑expanding communities it 

serves, I eagerly look forward to learning 

how the endless possibilities identified 

for the college will be achieved over 

the next five decades. Congratulations! 

Here’s to the next 50 years!” 

Dr. Ski 

1999 2000 2001 2003 2004

2003

Sygielski
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The Lodge 
opened on the 

Middletown 
Campus. 

2007

Nestled behind Fairfax Hall, The 
Lodge houses The Mountain Vista 

Governor’s School, the Adult Education 
program, classrooms, and testing space. 

The Luray‑Page County Center opened in the 
former Wrangler annex building in Luray. 

The Mountain Vista Governor’s School 
for Math, Science, and Technology 

opened on both the Middletown and the 
Warrenton campuses. 

The Science and Health Professions 
Building opened, providing 

much‑needed classroom and lab 
space for the college’s growing health 

professions and science programs. 

2009

While growing up in a blue-collar family in northeastern Ohio, 
Dr. Cheryl “Dr. C” Thompson-Stacy always knew she would 

go to college. Her parents worked long hours to ensure she and her 
brother were able to receive the higher education they never did. While 
working as director of academic and student affairs at a Kent State 
University branch campus, Dr. Thompson Stacy handed her mother 
her associate degree. She served as the first female president of Eastern 
Shore Community College before coming to LFCC in January of 2009. 

Dr. Thompson-Stacy retired in February of 2018. That same year, she 
was named LFCC President Emeritus and was also recognized as Vol-
unteer of the Year by the United Way of Northern Shenandoah Valley. 
In 2019, she received the prestigious Professional Achievement Award 
from her alma mater Kent State University. Dr. Thompson-Stacy still 
lives in the Shenandoah Valley and remains active in civic affairs, having 
recently joined the board of the Handley Regional Library System and 
Family Futures Education Organization.

2006 2007 2008

Ground was broken on the two‑story, 
46,870‑square‑foot Science and  
Health Professions Building on  

the Middletown Campus. 

2005

“From the time I was a third‑grader I fell in love with literature, with Robert Frost poetry. I got it in my 

head that I wanted to be a college professor. I always have great interactions in class now. It’s 
an exchange of ideas. I get my best ideas from my students. That’s how I teach – I have no 

notes. My classroom becomes a theater and my students the audience.”
English Professor Brent Kendrick 

“Happy 50th, Lord Fairfax Community College. I am extremely honored and privileged to have served as the fourth president of LFCC. The college has 

exceptional faculty, staff, administrators, college board members and foundation board members. Our dedicated students work hard to achieve their 
career and professional goals, and LFCC supports their efforts in a variety of effective ways. We have helped hundreds of thousands of college credit and 

workforce students meet their goals and enhance their lives, all while we also improve the quality of life for all of our community members.”

Dr. Cheryl Thompson Stacy 

Thompson-Stacy
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Dr. Cheryl “Dr. C” 
Thompson-Stacy 

became LFCC’s 
fourth president.

LFCC celebrated its 40th anniversary.

The LFCC police department was established. 

The Corron Community Development Center 
opened on the Middletown Campus. 

LFCC was recognized as a Military Friendly School, a 
distinction it continued to receive every year. 

The college became the first community college in Virginia to 
field an intercollegiate team with its rugby team. 

The Great Expectations program was established. 

2010
• The 30,000-square-foot Corron Community Development 

Center is home to LFCC Workforce Solutions, the Lord Fairfax 
Small Business Development Center, the LFCC Educational 
Foundation offices, Old Dominion University offices, a 
boardroom, several classrooms and the 500-seat Carl & Emily 
Thompson Conference Center.

• Alfred “Fredy” Kummli served on the 
Foundation Board and was a generous 
supporter of many Foundation projects 
including the Building Community 
major gifts campaign. With his wife 
Klara, he also endowed a scholarship 
for students from Rappahannock 
County and funded a faculty innova-
tion grant. The student lounge at the 
Middletown Campus is named in their 
honor. He received the college’s presti-
gious philanthropy award in 2006. 

2011
• The Great Expectations program offers additional support services to students who 

were formerly in foster care. These support services include emergency funding, 
performance-based incentives, increased access to one-on-one advising, and a lounge 
space with free printing and technology use. Among the generous donors who have 
supported this program is Winchester-based White House Foods. 

• During the mid-1990s, several endowed funds were established, including the Gerald 
F. Smith Scholarship. Mr. Smith was the CEO of Valley Proteins Inc. In 2011, his sons 
established the Valley Proteins Fellowship for Virginia community college students 
through the Virginia Foundation for Community College Education.   

2009 2010 2011

“I value the fact I can go to 
work every day and know that 

we are making a difference 
in people’s lives. I think a lot of 
times our students don’t realize 

what they can do, and when they 
have their learning re‑ignited, it 

surprises them.” 
Adult Education Program 

 Director Amy Judd

Corron Community Development Center

Fredy and Klara Kummli
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Ground was broken on the new Student Union Building on the Middletown Campus. 

The Chronicle of Higher Education named LFCC a “Great College to Work For,” an honor the college would apply for and receive for the next seven years. 

LFCC was ranked No. 1 for digital technology among mid‑sized community colleges by The Center for Digital Education and Converge Online.

Workforce Solutions and Continuing Education was recognized by the Virginia Community College System 
for serving more employers – 1,273 – than any other community college in the commonwealth.

2012

The Northern Shenandoah Valley Adult Education and the Page County Adult 
Education programs merged and became the Adult Basic Education program now 

based at the Middletown Campus in 2012. Between fall of 2012 and July 2020, 6,889 
people – ages 18 to 86 – were served by the program, which includes GED preparation 
and testing, English classes for speakers of other languages, civics/citizenship preparation 
classes and college prep for adults needing additional help before enrolling. LFCC’s Adult 
Education programs are taught in area schools, libraries, churches, jails, workforce centers 
and at LFCC. 

2013

LFCC 
received a $1.4 
million bequest from 
the estate of World War II veteran Charles 
Ross. Mr. Ross, who was from Front Royal, 
wished to reward students who display 
both strong academics and character, as 
well as help those with financial needs. 
That led to the creation of the Ross 
Fellowship for Service and Scholarship, 
a full-tuition scholarship that also comes 
with funding for a computer or tablet plus 
textbooks, and a stipend upon completion 
of a service project, and to the Jeffery Ross 
Memorial Endowed Scholarship which 
funds need-based scholarships in his son 
Jeffery’s memory.

2014

The SUB is home to a fitness center 
named in memory of Math Professor 

Evan Humbert, the college bookstore and 
the offices of Student Life. A large student 
lounge features a pool table and ping-pong 
tables, large-screen televisions students can 
use for gaming and plentiful seating. There 
is also a quiet study lounge on the ground 
floor, as well as patio tables just outside the 
building. 

“The passion my professors exuded for their subjects was contagious. The people, the 

faculty, and the staff helped me mature years beyond myself and I owe a lot of my 
successes and accomplishments to the people who supported me 

and pushed me beyond what I thought I could ever do.” 
Mark Layden, Ross Fellow for Service and Scholarship recipient and pharmacy student

“I was a first‑generation student and low 

income. I liked the support TRIO provided 

me. LFCC is where I got to know myself 

and grow in confidence as a learner. I’m 

forever grateful that I was paired with 

supportive staff who advocated for me so I 

could rise and grow. I graduated from ODU 

with a 4.0 and completed their LeADERS 

program. I wouldn’t be the woman 
that I am today without going to 

LFCC first. I truly mean that it feels like a 

home to me – I can’t think about my time 

there without teary eyes.” 

Tiffany Matthews, Class of 2017 

2012

Ross

Matthews

Layden
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The Fauquier Campus celebrated 
its 25th anniversary.

The Toxopeus Welcome Center was 
dedicated at the Middletown Campus.

Owned by the LFCC 
Foundation, the Student 
Union at the Middletown 

Campus opened.

The Vint Hill Site opened in Fauquier County on a 
former U.S. Army base just outside Warrenton.  

LFCC was designated a National Center of Excellence in 
Cyber Defense by the National Security Agency and the 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security.

2017

LFCC became the state’s 
first community 

college to have a heavy equipment operator 
credential program with a $453,686 
Workforce Capacity Building grant 
from the Virginia Community College 
System in 2017. The Heavy Construction 
Contractors Association played a key role 
in helping to develop the curriculum.

2016

William A. “Bill” Hazel was 
instrumental in bringing 

LFCC to Fauquier County and 
was a generous donor to the LFCC 
Foundation. In 2013, the family of 
Bill Hazel announced a $1 million gift 
to support a new academic building 
at the Fauquier Campus. In 2016, 
the state budget included funding for 
construction. Eleanor C. and William 
A. Hazel Hall will open in 2022. 

2013 2014 2015

“It’s just been a blessing to attend LFCC. It has given me an 
opportunity to have amazing tuition, amazing classes and 

amazing friends, and live at home at the same time.” 
Emily Walker, 2019 Middletown Campus Outstanding Graduate

“Every single person has been 
totally committed to helping 

me be successful, from financial aid, 

to the business office, to the bookstore. 

All of my professors have been amazing. 

I think going back to school at 40 is 

actually a really great idea.” 

Summer Wiliams, Class of 2018 

2015

Both LFCC’s Middletown and 
Fauquier campuses have dedi-

cated Veteran’s Centers for student 
veterans to use printing services, enjoy 
free coffee and spend time with fellow 

veterans. LFCC Veteran Services 
provide student veterans with a vari-
ety of resources, including academic 

and transfer advising, Department of 
Veterans Affairs education benefits 
and other services, and assistance 

with local VA resources. Since, 2015, 
nearly 1,500 veterans, active-duty 

servicemembers, reservists, guardsmen 
and dependents or spouses using 

military education benefits have been 
served by the department.

Walker
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2019

After a May 2019 groundbreaking 
ceremony, Jenkins Hall opened 

for classes in January 2021, replacing 
the former Luray-Page County Center 
on Hawksbill Street in Luray. The land 
for the new facility was donated to 
the LFCC Foundation by Russell and 
Elta Rae Jenkins and their son and 
daughter-in-law, 
Rodney and Kar-
en Jenkins. The 
13,000-square-foot 
facility includes 
science and health 
labs and a trades 
lab. 

LFCC dental hygiene students 
provided dental care in Jamaica as 

part of a Rotaract trip for its first 
service trip abroad. 

A sensory break room opened for 
students on the Middletown Campus.

Dr. Kimberly P. Blosser was named LFCC’s fifth president.

The registered nursing program received national 
accreditation from the Accreditation Commission for 

Education in Nursing (ACEN).

2017 2018

John and Rod Graves of Luray 
Caverns hosted a special LFCC 

Foundation fundraiser to celebrate 
the 10th anniversary of the 
Luray‑Page County Center. 

2017

A native of Stanley in Page County – 
which is within LFCC’s service region 

– Dr. Kimberly Blosser began her 
professional career as a high school teacher in 
Staunton. In 1998, she became an associate 
professor, and later a dean at Blue Ridge 
Community College. During her 20 years in 
the Virginia Community College System, she 
has also served as program lead for information systems technology; dean of math, physical 
sciences and technology; associate vice president over instructional programs and chief 
information officer. She has also chaired the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools 
Commission on Colleges reaffirmation efforts. Dr. Blosser was LFCC’s vice president of 
academic and student affairs prior to becoming president.

In early 2020, Dr. Blosser was selected by the Aspen Institute to be part of the inaugural 
class of the Aspen New President’s Fellowship designed to support community college 
presidents in the early years of their tenure to accelerate transformational change on behalf 
of students. Locally, Dr. Blosser serves on the boards of the Luray-Page County Chamber 
of Commerce, the United Way of Northern Shenandoah Valley and the Shenandoah Valley 
Technology Council, and is a member of the Gifted and Talented Advisory Committee for 
Page County Public Schools.

2016

“I came to LFCC in middle school on a field 

trip and had always remembered it. It’s 

close to home, and I felt it would be great 

for me financially to go to a community 

college. I ended up loving it – everyone 

is so really kind here. I love the campus, 

there is so much to do here and so many 

events. I wasn’t expecting all of this 
from a community college.” 

Kristin Fiorvanti (’18), winner of the Ann Currie 
Scholarship to attend art college in Italy

Blosser

Truck driver Andy Bacik enrolled in LFCC for the spring 2019 

semester, and began taking prerequisite courses for the nursing 

program. “I wanted to do something in memory 
of my brother (who died of cancer),” Bacik said. “This was 

probably the best way I could do something like that. My 

ultimate goal is to work for a hospital like St. Jude’s Children’s 

Research Hospital in pediatric oncology.”Bacik

Fiorvanti
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“Coming to LFCC, 

and taking those 

ESL classes actually 

taught me a lot 

and gave me the 

confidence that 

I never thought I would have. Looking at 

my life today, I feel this is amazing. There’s 

always a chance if you try. I’m privileged 
to be at LFCC. It’s given me that amazing 

opportunity to bless my life with something I 

never thought I could get.”

Loretta Reilly, immigrant from Nigeria and 
2020-2021 Valley Proteins Fellowship recipient

Workforce Solutions was named one of the Top 3‑performing 
professional development and continuing education units in 

North America by the Learning Resources Network (LERN).

Ground was broken on Jenkins Hall, the 
new Luray‑Page County Center. 

LFCC reached its 50‑year milestone.

The General Assembly approved 
additional funding to allow 

construction to begin on Hazel Hall 
on the Fauquier Campus.

“It’s better than I had 

imagined. I didn’t 

expect there to be 

much going on besides 

classes, but LFCC 

does a lot of student 

engagement. There 

are a lot of events. 

They’re always 
doing something 
for the students.” 

Wanye Solomon, current 
Student Ambassador

2019 2020

2020
• LFCC found itself - like institutions all 

over the world - hugely impacted by the 
Covid-19 pandemic. The college was 

able to swiftly 
pivot to mostly 
remote-only 
learning in spring 
2020. In June, 
LFCC held its 
first-ever virtual 

commencement exercises. Later that 
summer, nursing students volunteered 
at a contact tracing center set up in The 
Barn as part of the Covid-19 public health 
response.

• The Instructional Technology Office 
(ITO) received the 2019-20 Outstanding 
E-Learning Support for Faculty and 
Students award from the Instructional 
Technology Council. The ITO’s primary 
mission is to provide vision, leadership 
and support in the appropriate use of 
educational technology and multimedia 
for teaching and learning and in the 
development and continuation of quality 
distance education programs.

• Student Life is a vibrant and integral part 
of the college’s ecosystem, providing club, 
organizational, recreational and bonding 

activities, as well as volunteer and leader-
ship opportunities for our students. In the 
2020-2021 academic year, many of these 
opportunities continued online. In any 
given year, there are typically 15-20 clubs 
and organizations for students to join. 
The Student Ambassador program at 
LFCC goes back until at least 1990, 
but went through a period of dormancy 
before being revived within the past 
decade. Since 2013, the Fauquier Campus 
has had more than 100 ambassadors. The 
Middletown Campus has had more than 
70 ambassadors since 2015. 

Many LFCC 
trades programs 
have continued 
during the 2020 
pandemic. Luis 

Camacho‑Bruno is 
enrolled in HVAC 

Level 1 Bootcamp and construction project 
management and is excited about his new 

career path. He has received a generous 
scholarship through the Barbara J. Byrd 

Clarke County Student Success Fund. 

Camacho-Bruno
Reilly
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“I am truly blessed to be given the opportunity to go back to school. I 
feel I have been given a second chance at life, and I thank 

God and everyone at LFCC for all of the support, care 
and time they put into each student. Not only has everyone at 
Lord Fairfax guided me and encouraged me throughout my academic 

journey, but they have also supported me as a parent.” 

Alecia Tutt, Class of 2020

Lord Fairfax Community College (LFCC) is an equal opportunity institution providing educational and employment 
opportunities, programs, services, and activities. LFCC shall promote and maintain equal employment and 

educational opportunities without regard to race, color, religion, disability, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
ethnicity, marital status, pregnancy, childbirth or related medical conditions including lactation, age (except when 
age is a bona fide occupational qualification), status as a veteran, national origin, or other non-merit factors. LFCC 

also prohibits sexual misconduct including sexual violence or harassment. Inquiries may be directed to the Associate 
Vice President, Human Resources, eeo@lfcc.edu, 173 Skirmisher Lane, Middletown, VA 22645, 540-868-7226.

Our FUTURE
Our college must educate those who need us the 
most – those for whom an education should not 

take a miracle. And we must ensure neither gender, 
race, ethnicity, age, disability, nor socio‑economic 

status impacts a student’s ability to succeed. 

We have accomplished a great deal in our 
first 50 years – and we are looking for even 

greater achievements in the next 50!

Dr. Kim Blosser


