
SESSION 8 – SMALL GROUP LEADER’S GUIDE 

Jesus Changes Everything (Easter Series) 

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 – Hope in Eternity 

 

Review of Sermon Notes 

Key Idea: We find hope when we see the bigger story.  
 
I. Seeing the bigger story helps us see God as its Author  
 

1 Corinthians 15:54, “…Death is swallowed up in victory” 
 

Far more than you look at the coronavirus, look at Christ. We are not like the world. Our faith is not in 
statistics, but in our Savior. It is not in percentages, but in the promises of God.  

 
II. Seeing the bigger story helps us see purpose in our sufferings 
 

1. Suffering helps us grow to be like Christ.  

• Sufferings shows us our weakness, and show us the power of God  

• Sufferings devastate our idols, and demonstrate the glory of God 

• Sufferings reveal to us the sinfulness of our hearts, and yet the hope of the gospel  

• Sufferings expose our lack of faith, and extols Christ who is always faithful  
 

2. Suffering helps us to grow closer to Christ.  
 
III. Seeing the bigger story helps us look to a better world  
 

1. Heaven is more enduring  
 

2. Heaven is more amazing  
Because there will be no sin or suffering.  
Because we will be with God.  

 
CS Lewis  – “If we find ourselves with a desire that nothing in this world can satisfy, the most probable 
explanation is that we were made for another world.”  

 
Randy Alcorn – “You we were made for one person and one place; Jesus is that person, heaven is that 
place.” 

 
 
Resource: Sipping Saltwater by Steve Hoppe 
 
Revelation 21:1–4 — 1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 
dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with 
them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 
mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”  
 

--- 



 

Open in Prayer 

Some thoughts and suggestions for your prayer time:  

• Pray for the nonbelievers who were able to join us for Sunday’s Easter service. Ask that God would draw 

them to Himself in saving faith according to His perfect timing. Pray also for wisdom, boldness, and love for 

our church members as they have follow-up conversations with their unsaved friends and family. 

 

Time of Worship 

Spend time in musical worship. Some suggestions include:  

• Christ Our Hope in Life and Death (Keith and Kristyn Getty) 

• Jesus is Better (Austin Stone Worship) 

 

Community Building Discussion 

Ask the group either the following question(s): 

 

Share about a time that you were really looking forward to something. 

 

- OR - 

 

As a kid, what did you imagine heaven to be like? 

 

Transition: As we just celebrated Easter Sunday, Christ’s resurrection from the dead means that He 

defeated sin and death and He secured the hope of a future eternity with Him. Eternity changes everything, 

and it’s particularly relevant for us during this season as we’re uncertain of the near future. We’re probably 

all looking forward to returning to some sense of normalcy, but as believers, we know that we have 

something far greater to look forward to—eternity. The reality of eternity also affects the way that we live 

now. 

 

Key Idea:  

 

Read the Text 

Have everyone turn to 2 Corinthians 4:16-18, and either take turns reading portions, or have someone in the group 

read it aloud. 

 

16 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. 17 

For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, 18 as we look 

not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the 

things that are unseen are eternal. 

 

Suggested Order of Questions: 

• With the whole group: Word #1, #2 

• In smaller groups: Worship #1, #2 

• In prayer groups: Work #1 

 



--- 

 

Word: How this truth should be understood 

1. In v. 16, Paul says that the “outer self is wasting away,” and though this is a universal experience for 

everyone, Paul talks about his personal experience of this reality in 2 Corinthians 11:24-28. How does 

Paul’s testimony from that passage give weight to how he describes suffering here? 

 

Answer 

2 Corinthians 11:24-28: 24 Five times I received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. 25 

Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I 

was adrift at sea; 26 on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own 

people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false 

brothers; 27 in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often without food,[a] 

in cold and exposure. 28 And, apart from other things, there is the daily pressure on me of my anxiety for all 

the churches. 

 

Paul endured significant suffering as a result of living a life for Christ—probably more suffering than any of 

us might experience. He is not speaking abstractly or from an ivory tower, as someone unfamiliar with 

suffering. Yet, his understanding of eternity and the hope that we have as believers can allow him to still call 

them a “light momentary affliction.” As Pastor Kim mentioned, Paul was even privileged to get a glimpse of 

heaven (2 Cor 12:1-6), and he still concludes that his afflictions now are worth it in light of the glory that is 

coming later. 

 

2. Write down all of the contrasts that Paul mentions in these verses. What are some things that stand out after 

looking at all of them? 

 

Answer 

Earthly Perspective 

“Outer self is wasting away” 

“Light” 

“Momentary” 

“Affliction” 

“The things that are seen” 

“Transient” 

 

Eternal Perspective 

“Inner self is being renewed day by day” 

“Weight” 

“Eternal” 

“Glory beyond all comparison” 

“The things that are unseen” 

“Eternal” 

 

3. For Paul, the reality of eternity didn’t just provide internal comfort, but also changed how he lived for Christ. 

Read through the next chapter, 2 Corinthians 5. What are some ways that eternity changed how Paul lived? 

 

Answer 

• He aimed to live a life that was pleasing to God (5:9) 

• He sought to persuade others to believe in the gospel (5:11) 

• He saw himself as an ambassador for Christ and implored others to be reconciled to God (5:20) 

 



Worship: How this truth affects your heart 

1. How would you complete the following sentences: “I hope that _______” or “I worry about ______”? How 

does having a hope of eternity change that? 

 

Possible answers 

• I hope that this ends soon and things return to normal quickly. 

• I hope that I’ll have enough food and supplies  

• I hope that my job or business survives through this pandemic 

• I worry about how I will manage with my kids at home for an extended period of time 

• I worry about laziness and lack of self-control being a real struggle as I work from home 

• I worry about the health of my loved ones 

 

The part that we are called to play according to this passage is “do not lose heart” and to “look not to the 

things that are seen but to the things that are unseen.” Everything else is God’s part. He’s the one who 

renews us day by day and who orchestrates the momentary afflictions that we experience here on earth for 

our benefit in eternity. The hope of eternity means that whatever we encounter right now, we will look back 

on later when all is said and done and recognize that it was all worth it—not even worth comparing (Rom 

8:18). 

 

2. If the things of eternity are unseen, then we need to be looking to God’s Word for truth and guidance to help 

us see rather than trying to see with our own eyes and understanding. What are some specific “unseen” 

truths from Scripture that you want to be anchored on during this COVID season so that you can become 

“renewed day by day”? 

 

Possible answers 

• Suffering is a “light momentary affliction” that prepares us for “an eternal weight of glory beyond all 

comparison” (2 Cor 4:16-18). It produces steadfastness in us so that we might grow into spiritual 

maturity (James 1:2-4) 

• Our Heavenly Father cares about us more than we know so we don’t need to be anxious (Matt 

6:25-34) 

• It is more blessed to give than to receive (Acts 20:35) 

• “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is to gain” (Philippians 1:21) 

• “The mercies of the Lord are new every morning” (Lamentations 3:22-23) 

 

Work: How this truth works out in your life 

1. In v. 17, Paul says that the “light momentary affliction[s]” that we experience here on earth are “preparing for 

us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison.” Even in seasons of suffering, God has a purpose for 

them and so we have a responsibility to intentionally steward them well. What are some specific ways that 

you would like this to be a season of growth and “preparation” rather than time that is spiritually wasted? Are 

there some steps you can take this week to get started in that direction? 

 

Answers may vary 

Here are some suggestions: 

• Grow in love for others by taking time to call and check in on others 



• Grow in love for God’s Word by reading the Bible more or other Christian books 

• Grow in prayer life by implementing the use of prayer cards, journal, etc. or regularly praying with 

others 

• Grow in stewardship, self-control, and discipline by writing out a schedule for my day/week 

• Grow in generosity by learning to give to others in need, even when circumstances are difficult 

• Start doing family worship 

 

2. How can you use a specific truth from this passage to encourage someone else (e.g. a child, friend, spouse, 

small group member, etc.)? 

 

Answers may vary 

Here are some suggestions: 

• Your suffering or difficult season is not meaningless. God’s Word says that it is a thoughtful and 

intentional preparation for something far more amazing and enduring than we can understand. As 

frustrating or difficult as your current circumstances might be, one thing that they serve to do is to 

press us more into a longing for eternity. 

• It’s okay to not understand everything that is happening. The things of eternity are not seen, but 

unseen. We can’t always perceive everything that God is doing, yet we have enough truth from 

God to guard us from “losing heart” even when things are difficult. 

• We don’t have to fear for ourselves because coronavirus can only affect what is temporary. 

• If you are frustrated with your daily struggles, sins, or temptations, remember that God’s process of 

renewing you happens day by day.  

 

--- 

 

Sharing and Prayer 
1. The theme of our study in John is “to awaken and advance faith.” And although we’re taking a break from it, in 

session 1, we shared one area in which we’d like to grow in living out your faith as a result of this season’s study. 
In what ways were you able to apply what you learned in the previous session this past week?  
 
Be sure to follow-up on their prayer requests week to week as a way of tracking and encouraging change! 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What are some ways that you’d like to apply what you just learned to that one area you’d like to grow in living out 
your faith? 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Share other prayer requests. 
 
 


