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When I first meet newly

engaged couples I can see the

stress in their eyes and hear the

overwhelm in their voices.  

 Because the excitement of

finally being engaged has

calmed a little and they are

realizing that planning a

wedding is HARD!

 

The truth is that unless you are

experienced in planning large

events (and most people

aren't) then you are going to

have to spend most of your 

time researching and trying to

become an expert in lots of

fields that you may not be

familiar with such as

photography, catering,

budgeting, fashion,

entertainment, organization,

florals, and more. 

 

With so many hats to wear it

isn't any wonder that the term

Bridezilla was created.  Anyone

would turn into a monster

when they are dumped into

the deep end of the pool and 

DANA BURRESS,
PHOTOSCULPTOR PHOTOGRAPHY

• I've worked as a full-time

photographer since 2004.

• Before becoming a photographer I

worked as a wedding videographer.

• I live in Bardstown, Kentucky with

my husband and two daughters.

• I've seen over 100 Broadway shows. 

• Spaghetti is my comfort food.

• I volunteer as the photography club

leader for the Nelson County 4H

Club.

• Disney World is my favorite vacation

spot.  My husband proposed to me in

front of Cinderella's castle.

they don't know how to swim!

 

So let's take a deep breath

together. This guide will help

you start the necessary

conversations you need to have

before making any

commitments. You will feel

more comfortable asking

questions and leading the way

instead of just following along.

Therefore, giving you

confidence in your decisions

and helping relieve the stress

of making the wrong choices. 



Planning a wedding is unlike any event

you have ever planned before. For many

couples it seems like an exciting

adventure until you have to actually make

all the decisions by yourself. This is where

hiring the right professionals will make the

biggest difference in managing the stress

of your wedding.  However, if you have

never had to hire a contractor before it

can be very intimidating.  

 

You will need to meet and consult with

the professionals that you are considering

hiring and ask them questions to ensure

you are hiring the right person for the job. 

As professionals it is their job to make sure

your day goes as you have planned it and

handle any situation that arises.  A

wedding is an investment in your

relationship and is the symbol of your

love.  If you are going to spend thousands

of dollars you want to make sure the

people you are working with will help you

throughout the planning process and

provide you the security you need to relax

and have a good day.

 

But how do you KNOW you are hiring the

right person? We have all heard horror

stories about things going wrong at

weddings.  I have three pieces of advice

before you start your interviews:

• Trust your instincts - When talking
together at the consultation don’t hire
someone that makes you feel
uncomfortable.  There are many
vendors available you will find the right
fit.
• Ask for references - If you really want
to relax then make sure you hire
someone with experience and ask for
references.  Listening to positive real
life examples will ease your piece of
mind.
• Keep this motto - At the end of the
day, if you are married to the one you
love, then everything went perfectly! 
The ultimate goal is to be married to
your one true love.  Don’t let the little
things get in the way of that.
 

Now let's get more specific about finding

the perfect vendors for you.  Asking

questions is the best way to narrow down

the field of companies that would love to

have your business.  There are questions

you can ask to help give you a better idea

about each business’ values and see if you

can work well together.



A good wedding day is like a

tree. It would fall over without

all the roots working together

to hold it up.  On your wedding

day there will be many things

happening (all the same time)

and it is going to be impossible

for you to manage it all of your

own. This is when it becomes

important to have a person

available to handle all the

activities that happen at the

last minute.

 

There are many options when

it comes to choosing the right

person who will navigate your

wedding day. It should be a

person who will be with you

through the planning process

and know the things that you

like.  Someone you trust to

make decisions on your behalf.  

Someone who can be flexible

when plans don’t go exactly

right and is really good at

problem-solving.

 

If you don't have a person like

this in your life then it might be

a good idead for you to

consider hiring a wedding

planner or a day-of

coordinator.  This person will

become your right-hand or

your second brain.  Hiring an

experienced professional will

guarantee that you can use

their knowledge to make your

wedding day a success.  You

won’t even have to worry about

what goes on behind the

scenes because your

planner/coordinator will be

there to take care of it.  All

weddings run more smoothly

when there is a dedicated

person available to handle the

details.

WEDD ING  P LANNERS
FEATUR ING :  LORR I E  HANNERS ,  L & M  DETA I L ED  EVENTS



I have worked with Lorrie

Hanners from L&M Detailed

Events several times over the

years. She is an experienced

wedding planner that can

ensure you have a magical

wedding celebration.  I have

seen her work small intimate

events and also manage lavish

multi-location affairs. I’ve

always loved how she is clear

with all the necessary

communication and is willing

to jump in and help in every

situation.  Lorrie sent me a list

of questions that you can use

when interviewing planners

and/or coordinators.  These are

questions that she finds

important to help you

differentiate the quality of

services that planners can offer

to you. Hopefully by asking

these questions a natural

conversation will begin about

your wedding and how a

planner or coordinator can

make it everything you have

dreamt about.

For a Wedding Planner: 

• Is there a limit on communication during the

planning process and how do you communicate

with your couples?

• Do you receive commissions or kick-backs from

vendors referred or booked? Are you obligated to

refer specific vendors?

• How many planners/coordinators will be

available on my wedding day? How long will they

be present?

 

For a Day-of Coordinator:

• How far in advance of the wedding will your

services begin? Is there unlimited communication

during that time?

• Will you visit my venue with me prior to my

wedding week?

• Will you help me create a wedding day timeline?

• How many weddings does you company take on

in a weekend? Year?

Lorrie Hanners is the co-owner of L&M Detailed Events.  Her enthusiasm and creativity help her make

sure every event is a success.  Working together, with her partner Melissa Anderson, they will help you

check-off all the things on your endless to-do list and have fun while you are doing it.  These ladies are

party planning experts.  Pick your style and they will make it happen.  You can find more information

about Lorrie and Melissa at www.lmdetailedevents.com.



Let’s assume you have confirmed your

wedding date and selected a venue.  The

logical next step is to start researching

and narrowing down the field of vendors

you will need to hire for your event.  But

instead, let's talk about WEDDING

GOWNS!!!  

 

Truthfully, finding the right wedding

gown may not be an easy choice, it could

potentially put a big dent in your

wedding budget, and may take months

to process, order, and alter. So it shouldn’t

be put off until the last minute. The

perfect gown is a visual representation of

your wedding day style and you might

have to search several shops before you

find the right one, or maybe you’ll get

lucky and love the first dress you see. 

Either way it is an important part of every

Bride’s wedding journey.

 

I sat down with Amber Smith, co-owner of I Do A Bridal Boutique, to discuss the things you need to

know before you try on your first wedding gown.  Her storefront is located in Shelbyville, Kentucky. As a

full-service salon, Amber makes every bride the focus by offering private 2 hour appointments so you can

find your favorite dress without interruption.  I have recently visited Amber’s store and was very

impressed with the spacious fitting rooms.  There was room for you and your closest friends or family to

enjoy the moment when you finally start to feel and look like a bride.  Amber wants every bride to have

an unforgettable experience so she has a few tips in order to be better prepared when you start your

search.

WEDD ING

DRESS
FEATUR ING :

AMBER  SM I TH ,  I  DO

A  BR IDAL  BOUT IQUE



Amber Smith has a degree from the

University of Kentucky in

Merchandising, Apparel, and Textiles. 

She is passionate about fashion and is

the co-owner of I Do A Bridal Boutique

with her mother-in-law, Susan Herrick. 

After being disappointed with her own

experience when shopping for her

wedding gown, Amber envisioned a

boutique that offered a better one-on-

one relationship with those who came

into the store. Her goal is to make

every bride feel beautiful while finding

the perfect wedding dress that fits

their style, personality, and budget. 

You can find more info about I Do A

Bridal Boutique at

www.idobridalky.com.

Wedding Gown Shopping:

• Find out if it is necessary to have an

appointment or if you can walk-in

during store hours.

• Ask the store how long it takes to

get the dress ordered.

• Ask how long you should allow for

your first appointment and follow-up

appointments.

• Ask what dress sizes are available

and be prepared to convert your

regular dress size to European sizes

which is standard for wedding

gowns.

• Consider your venue and the season

when choosing a dress style to make

sure they are a good match.

• Make sure you come in looking your best and ready to take lots of photos. 

That way you will be able to compare styles later and have the perfect

picture to save for your memories when you finally select your dress.



F LORALS

FEATUR ING :

M ICHAEL  GADD I E ,

L LOYD ' S  F LOR I S T

Back in the Middle Ages and the time of

Ancient Rome brides carried flowers for

their wedding to symbolize new

beginnings, fidelity, fertility, and to ward

off evil spirits.  Now, the bridal bouquet is

an essential part of a modern bride’s

attire, completing the ensemble with

natural elegance. Beyond the bridal

bouquet, flowers will add visual beauty

and a touch of romance to your

ceremony and reception decorations.  

 

There are many benefits to hiring a

professional florist for your wedding day. 

A professional will be able to create an

incredible custom floral design that will

integrate seamlessly into your wedding

style using a wide variety of flowers and

colors for the bouquets, boutonnière, alter

decorations, and centerpieces.  Fresh

flowers will also add an element of life to

your decorations that you can’t get from

other options and will naturally enhance

the atmosphere of your wedding. 

 

Hiring a professional will help save you

TIME and STRESS because you will have a

partner to consult with when you have

questions.  Before you hire a florist ask

them a few questions to make sure you

can work together to make your vision

come to life.  You won’t get to see the

results before the wedding day and you

need to be able to trust that the florist will

use their expertise to create your vision.



Mike Gaddie is the owner of Lloyd’s Florist.

His designs are award-winning and his

service has delighted newlyweds for years.

I have personally always been impressed

by the quality of decorations,

centerpieces, and bouquets that Mike

and his team create.  Here are his

suggestions for tips before you meet with

a florist for your wedding.

 

Florist:

• Have the ceremony and reception

location booked. It is necessary to

know the atmosphere of the

location before you can discuss the

possibilities for decorations.

• Have the color of the bridesmaids

dresses selected so you can discuss

a complementary color palette

and flowers for the bouquets. 

• Ask about pick-up, delivery, and

set-up arrangements.

Mike Gaddie has been the master

designer at Lloyd’s since 1987 and the

owner since 2000.  Lloyd’s has a

commitment to excellence to ensure your

vision is evident in every aspect of your

floral design by providing professional

and personal customer service.  You can

find more information about Mike and

Lloyd’s Florist at

www.lloydsweddings.com



I hope that you found this information to be beneficial while you conquer

your wedding To-Do list.  My goal is to make it easier to open the paths of

communication between you and your vendors.  As wedding professionals

we all want to see your wedding dreams become a reality.  Yes, there might

be some roadblocks along the way but if you have competent and reliable

help you will persevere and you might even have some fun too! 

AT  THE  END  OF  THE

DAY ,  I F  YOU  ARE

MARR I ED  TO  THE  ONE

YOU  LOVE ,  THEN

EVERYTH ING  WENT

PERFECT LY !


