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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 

At a meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 25th September, 2013, at 7.00pm, in the 
Community Hall, Hamsteels Estate, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Councillor B Armstrong (in the Chair) 
and Councillors J Armstrong, S Clark, R Makepeace, L McKendrick and D Robb 

 

50. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 

Apologies for absence were received from County Councillors D Bell, A Bonner and J Chaplow. 
 

51. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

Councillor R Makepeace declared a non-registerable interest in item no. 11 – Hamsteels School 
Banner and item no. 12 – Esh Winning Mining Memorial and left the meeting during consideration of 
the items.  
 

52. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 

County Councillors reported on the following items: 
 

 The bus shelter on the main road, opposite Willow Road, had now been removed.  
 Dog fouling on the playing field had been raised as an issue at the PACT meeting.  It was 

suggested that the Parish Council contact the neighbourhood wardens asking for patrols of 
the area.  

 The County Council had saved £107m, but needed to find a further £60m over the next two 
years due to government cuts. 

 A charge was to be introduced for the County Council’s garden waste collection scheme and 
a programme of streetlight diming had been developed to reduce costs.  A review of the 
County Council’s remaining care homes and the Sure Start service were also proposed.  

 

53. MINUTES 
 

The minutes of the meeting held on 26th June, 2013, were confirmed as a correct record and signed 
by the Chairman.  
 

54. MATTERS ARISING 
 

There were no matters arising. 
 

55. FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 
 

(i) £163.11 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for September. 
(ii) £40.80 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for September. 
(iii) £98.00 to Makepeace Landscapes in respect of grasscutting.. 
(iv) £65.00 to TRACC in respect of play areas. 
(v) £65.00 to Cornsay Village Residents Association in respect of play areas. 
(vi) £22.00 to Funding Information NE in respect of a Guide to Funding. 
(vii) £240.00 to BDO in respect of audit fees (paid during August following consultation 

with councillors).   
(viii) £20.00 to CDALC in respect of copies of the Good Councillors Guide (paid during 

August following consultation with Councillors). 
 

(b) Cheques issued:  
 

(i) 31st Jul 2013 £ 170.12 Clerk’s wages    No. 625 
(ii) 31st Jul 2013 £ 42.40 HMRC     No. 626 
(iii) 31st Jul 2013 £ 59.00 Durham County Council    No. 627 
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(iv) 31st Jul 2013 £ 49.00 Makepeace Landscapes  No. 628 
(v) 31st Jul 2013 £ 35.00 ICO     No. 629 
(vi) 31st Jul 2013  £ 70.51 Petty Cash    No. 631 
(vii) 28th Aug 2013 £ 107.42 Clerk’s wages    No. 632 
(viii) 28th Aug 2013 £ 26.80 HMRC     No. 633 
(ix) 15th Aug 2013 £ 240.00 BDO LLP     No. 634 
(x) 15th Aug 2013 £ 20.00 CDALC     No. 635 

 

(c) Cash at Bank: 
 

Northern Rock  £16,192.78 
Barclays  £18,855.21 
Unity Trust  £6,789.95 

 
(d) Elections Budget 

 
The Clerk reported that confirmation had been received that there would be no charge for the 
uncontested election in May 2013, and it was therefore necessary to reallocate the amount 
budgeted to meet any election costs to an alternative budget heading.  

 
Resolved: That the elections budget be reallocated to the Contingency/Miscellaneous budget. 
 

56. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) Mid Durham AAP  - Details of Your Area, Your Money, Your Views event to be 
held on 26th October. 
Resolved: That Councillor McKendrick and the Clerk attend. 
 

(b) County Durham 
Association of Local 
Councils 

- Information on options for local councils to fund highway 
repairs. 
Resolved: That the information be noted. 
 

(c) County Durham 
Association of Local 
Councils 
 

- Details of AGM to be held on 26th October. 
Resolved: That the information be noted. 

(d) Durham County Council  - Consultation on parking and waiting restrictions order. 
Resolved: That no objection be made. 
 

(e) Durham County Council - Details of changes to the LCTSS grant over forthcoming years.  
Resolved: That the information be noted and considered 
further when the budget is agreed.  
 

(f) Durham County Council - Consultation on changes to the lunchtime school crossing 
patrol service.  
Resolved: That the information be noted. 

 
57. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

P O’Connor West Farm 
Cornsay 
 

Erection of first floor extension, repositioning 
of main entrance and creation of parking area. 

Resolved: That no objection be made. 
 
58. AUDIT 2012/2013 
 
The Clerk reported that the Annual Return had been received back from BDO LLP, the external 
auditors.  No issues had been raised and, accordingly, there was no external audit report issued. 
 
Resolved: That the Annual Return for 2012/2013 be noted.   
 



 
 

67 

 

59. YOUTH SHELTER 
 
The consultation on siting for the proposed youth shelter had been undertaken over the summer and 
the responses collated.   
 
Four hundred consultation forms had been delivered and feedback had been sought by PCSO 
Robson, with 34 residents responding.  In the main, residents objected to the proposed site next to 
the concrete ball games area fearing that the antisocial behaviour problems experienced when the 
park was in situ would resurface.   
 
A number of people had suggested a location adjacent to the community hall, however this was not 
considered appropriate as large numbers of young people congregating could be off-putting to other 
users. 
 
At the PACT meeting, a site on the field closer to the bridge had been suggested.  It was felt that 
there was a level of overlooking by nearby properties, however the site itself was sufficiently far away 
so as not to disturb residents.  The site was also lit.  
 
It was noted that the Council was being asked to take responsibility for the shelter once funding have 
been achieved and maintain and insure it in the future.  It would be necessary for the Council to take 
a lease for the site, however it was not considered appropriate to agree a lease for the whole of the 
recreation area.   
 
In addition to the youth shelter, correspondence had been received from PCSO Robson in relation to 
a temporary skate park that she was seeking funding for.  The skate park would be placed on the 
former school grounds during the half term holiday.   
 
Resolved: (ii) That a location on the field close to the bridge be suggested, subject to consultation 
with the young people.  
 
(ii) That the Council agree in principle to a lease only of the proposed youth shelter site. 
 
(iii) That the temporary skate park be progressed through HYP, subject to confirmation of the County 
Council’s agreement to use of the former school grounds and evidence of adequate insurance cover 
being in place.  
 
60. HAMSTEELS PRIMARY SCHOOL BANNER 
 
Several years ago the Esh Winning Colliery Banner Group had obtained funding for the restoration of 
the old miner’s lodge banner and the purchase of a replica which was carried at the Durham Miners 
Gala each year.  
 
Part of the project involved working with the three local schools, Esh Winning Primary, Hamsteels 
Primary and Our Lady Queen of Martyrs RC Primary to create school banners. 
 
Following the closure of Hamsteels Primary School, its banner was transferred to Esh Winning 
Primary School where it was stored away.  The Banner Group felt that the banner should be 
accessible to the whole community and sought the Council’s views on displaying the banner in 
Hamsteels Community Hall.  
 
Resolved: That the Council supports the idea of displaying the banner in Hamsteels Community Hall 
and the banner group be advised accordingly. 
 
61. ESH WINNING MINING MEMORIAL 
 
A request had been received from the Esh Winning Mining Memorial Group for a contribution towards 
the cost of a permanent memorial to the men and boys killed in the collieries at Esh Winning, 
Waterhouses, Hedley Hill and East Hedleyhope.  The memorial would also serve as an educational 
facility, promote heritage tourism and reflect the mining heritage of the area.  
 
The cost of the memorial was £61,047.50, with the group having already raised £58,251.96.   
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It was considered that the group had done extremely well to raise the amount of money that had, and 
that it was important to commemorate the mining history of the area.  Local people had indicated 
their desire for the project and it was felt that it should be supported.  
 
Resolved: That a donation of £500 be made, subject to the group securing the balance of funding 
required. 
 
62. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 
The Clerk reported that feedback had been sought on the unsuccessful lottery funding application 
and it had seemed that the form could be resubmitted with a few amendments.  In the meantime 
however the form had been redesigned and sought different information and asked new questions.  
The Economic Regeneration Officer at Durham County Council was reviewing the form and it was 
hoped that it could be resubmitted again shortly. 
 
In the meantime, the Guide to Funding might identify other potential funders who could be 
approached. 
 
Resolved: That the report be noted. 
 
63. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS & PUBLIC 
 
Resolved: That in view of the confidential nature of the following item of business, and in accordance 
with section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be 
temporarily excluded and they be instructed to withdraw from the meeting. 
 
64. CLERK’S WAGES (Minute 45(b) refers) 
 
Details of the NJC pay settlement had been received, which included a 1% pay increase.  
 
The Clerk was paid in line with NJC rates. 
 
Resolved: That the Clerk’s wages be increased to reflect the NJC settlement for 2013/2014 
backdated to 1st April 2013.  
 
 

The Meeting closed at 7.55 pm 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
 


