
A visit to Spain  —-  Aug-Sept 2017 

Cathedral 
of Toledo

PETER GALLAGHER
images.petergallagher.net.auXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX



The Cathedral of St Mary of Toledo 
was completed after 3 centuries of building in 1493, the year after Columbus’s discoveries, on the threshold of 
Spain’s greatest era of wealth. The 15th century ‘Puerta de los Leones’, celebrating the Assumption of the Virgin, is 
the most recent of the great doors.





The gothic high 
altar with an iron 
and gold renais-

sance screen 
-— behind the stone choir 

screen, seen from the nave in 
the previous image —- is backed 

by a renowned 15th century 
reredos depicting scenes from 

the life of Christ.  

In the supports of the reredos, a 
memorial to the “good 

Muslim” (below), commemorat-
ing local patrons of Cathedral 

charities in the decades before 
Isabella and Ferdinand expelled 

the Spanish Moors. 





El Transparente 
The arches over the ambulato-

ry have been pierced by a 
dome open to the sky at the 

back. The skylight (now 
glazed) posed between 18th 

century castellations is visible 
in a monochrome image of the 

exterior of the nave, below. 
The interior of the dome is 

decorated in trompe-l’oeil style 
and, on the circumference of 

the dome, sculpted figures float 
or rest. One figure, leaning into 

the void, holds a chain for the 
lantern that hangs above the 

altar. The altar is a masterpiece 
of rococo mixed media in 

marble, gilt and bronze.







 The miracle of St Ildefonsus 
A sculpture group in the Sacristy building adjacent to the Cathedral. It depicts the appearance of the 

Virgin to Hildefuns, a 7th century (Visigoth) bishop of Toledo; she wrapped him in a cloak or chasuble.   
The elaborately decorated Sacristy and adjacent Vestry hold several important works of Titan, Ve-

lasquez, Van Dyck and El Greco, including the ‘Disrobing of Christ ‘ (above).











All photos taken with an Olympus Pen-F, handheld, and a 12-40mm/f2.8 zoom lens during a visit of about 2 hours

Choir stall depicting the triumphant entry (1491) of Isabella 
into Granda after the expulsion of the last Muslim Emir.  


