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Even a Sunday School child knows the date of Christmas, but many adult
Christians know not when Pentecost falls in the Christian calendar. The Second
Person of Trinity came to the world on the first Christmas day, and the Third
Person on the Day of Pentecost. The deficient or the defective knowledge
concerning the HOLY SPIRIT is the reason number one for all the spiritual ills
in the Church today. “We have not so much as heard whether there is a Holy
Spirit!” (Acts 19:2). This is the condition of an average church member today. My
meditation on the Person and the ministry of the Holy Spirit has led to the
compilation of the following list of comparison between Christ and the Spirit as
God’s parallel Gifts.

Jesus Christ Holy Spirit

1. God’s first Comforter (Jn 14:16) God’s Second Comforter (Jn 14:16)

2. Compared to a Lamb — the Compared to a Dove — the
gentlest of animals (Jn 1:29) gentlest of birds (Mt 3:16)

3. The Holy One (Acts 3:14) The Spirit of Holiness (Rom 1:4)

4. A Teacher (Jn 3:2; 13:13) A Teacher (Jn 14:26)

5. The Theme of the Scriptures The Author of the Scriptures
(Lk 24:27,44) (2 Pet 1:20,21)

6. He is God (Tit 2:13) He is God (Acts 5:3,4)

7. He baptizes us with the Holy He baptizes us into Christ
Spirit (Jn 1:33) (1 Cor 12:13)

8. To be received by faith To be received by faith
(Jn 1:12) (Jn 7:38,39; Acts 15:7-9)

9. He says, “Receive the Holy Spirit” He rebukes the world for rejecting
(Jn 20:22) Christ (Jn 16:8,9)

10. Rejected by many Jews Rejected by many Christians
(Jn 1:11; Acts 14:1,2) (Obviously!)

11. Fountain of living water (Jn 4:14) Rivers of living water (Jn 7:38,39)

12. Mouth confession after receiving Speaking in tongues after receiving
Him (Rom 10:8,9) Him (Acts 2:4; 10:45,46; 19:6)

13. Grace and Truth came through He is the Spirit of Grace and Truth
Him (Jn 1:17) (Heb 10:29; Jn 14:17)

14. His death demonstrates God’s His descent transmits God’s love
love (Rom 5:8) (Rom 5:8)

15. The Price of our redemption The Seal of our redemption
(Tit 2:13,14) (Eph 4:30)
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16. Our bodies are healed by Our bodies are quickened by Him
His stripes (Isa 53:4,5) (Rom 8:11)

17. Prayer in His Name Prayer in His Power
(Jn 16:23) (Eph 6:18; Jude 20)

18. He pleads with the Father for He pleads with the Father for us
us in Heaven (Rom 8:34) from the Earth (Rom 8:26)

19. He is the Prophet of prophets He enables all believers to prophesy
(Acts 3:22; Lk 24:19) (Acts 2:17; 1 Cor 14:31)

20. He gives men as gifts to the He gives gifts to men in the Church
Church (Eph 4:7-11) (1 Cor 12:7-11)

21. He demonstrated love (Jn 15:12) He produces love (Gal 5:22)

22. He glorified the Father (Jn 17:4) He glorifies Christ (Jn 16:14)

23. He was angry when the temple He is angry when our body, His temple,
was abused (Jn 2:13-17) is defiled (1 Cor 3:16,17; 6:19; Js 4:5)

24. He speaks to the Church for He speaks to the Church for
Restoration Restoration
(Rev 2:1,8,12,18; 3:1,7,14) (Rev 2:7, 11,17,29; 3:6,13,22)

25. He sent missionaries (Mt 10:1,5) He sends missionaries (Acts 13:2-4)

26. He gives us authority (Mt 28:18,19) He gives us power (Acts 1:8)

27. Our example of suffering Our companion in suffering
(Lk 23:31) (1 Pet 4:12-14)

28. The Hope of Glory (Col 1:27) The Spirit of Glory (1 Pet 4:14)

29. He predicted bad endtimes He predicts bad endtimes
(Mt 24:4-12) (2 Tim 3:1)

30. He was sent in the last days He is outpoured in the last days
(Heb 2:1,2) (Acts 2:17)

This list can go on and on. On the face of this comparison, how can one who
has believed on Christ ever underestimate the need of the work of the Holy Spirit
in his life? It’s deplorable to see several, even sincere, Christians not open to the
ministry of the Spirit. When the need to be anointed or filled or baptized with
the Holy Spirit is emphasized, they usually present three problems.

1. The Problem of Fear

“When I pray for the baptism with the Holy Spirit, suppose I get into flesh
and receive something else?” This fear is groundless. Jesus predicted such a fear
and He presented an illustrious explanation: “If a son asks for bread from any
father among you, will he give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give
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him a snake instead of a fish? Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a
scorpion? If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children,
how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask
Him?” (Lk 11:11-13). Ask for bread and get bread! Ask for fish and get fish! Ask
for egg and get egg! Ask for the Holy Spirit and you don’t get anything else! No
doubt there are spurious and counterfeit experiences. But because of this we
should not commit a greater mistake of rejecting the true and the genuine.

Some are scared of any emotion in religion. It’s better to be emotional than
“immotional!” We all have emotions. That’s how God has created us. Love is an
emotion. Anger is an emotion. Worry, kindness, these are all emotions. If folks
can jump out of their seats and shout cheers when their cricket star on the TV
screen takes a run, or, if the spectators of a running race can clap their hands
and whistle when their candidate comes first, why should not people rejoice and
dance before their Lord and King when they are filled with the joy of the Holy
Spirit? If temporal things can so excite people and drive them crazy, I find no
reason why I should not have excitement and thrill in religion. The Bible exhorts
us, “Do not be drunk with wine in excess; but be filled with the Spirit” (Eph 5:18).
Wine kicks people to the guttermost but the Holy Spirit takes me to the uppermost
and the uttermost!

2. Poor Testimonies

It is an undeniable fact that the fruit of the Spirit is not very evident in the
lives of several people who claim to have been anointed with the Spirit. This is
a great stumbling block to the enquirers and seekers. But we cannot decry the
gift because of the absence of fruit. For example, salvation is a gift of God. We
are not saved by works, but for works (Eph 2:8-10). That means producing fruits
becomes man’s responsibility after receiving the gift from God. Just because
man fails in his responsibilities, we cannot undermine the value or question the
genuineness of God’s gift of salvation. Similarly, the gift of the Spirit is what God
gives; and the fruit of the Spirit is what we cultivate in our life through His
power. This argument is not to defend fruitlessness but to stress the validity of
the gift, in spite of poor testimonies. God will certainly judge fruitlessness (Mt
3:10). Let’s take this up as a challenge and seek a life filled with fruit and gifts.
It’s not either or, but both. The Biblical counsel is, “Pursue love, and desire
spiritual gifts” (1 Cor 14:1).

3. Experiences of Popular Personalities

During question hours or counselling sessions on the ministry of the Holy
Spirit, this is usually the last question. After listening to all the explanations,
the candidate will ask, referring to any one prominent preacher or leader, “Why
then is it that So-and-so doesn’t have this experience, but is still mightily used
by God?” I appreciate this question because it’s genuine.
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No single preacher, leader, group or church has got the revelation and
understanding of “all” truth. “Unity of the Spirit” is present now, and we are to
“maintain” it; but “unity of faith” is still in the future, and so we are to “attain”
it (Eph 4:3,13). Our growth or maturing to the full stature of Christ is the
process in between. Presently the knowledge and experience of all of us is
imperfect (1 Cor 13:9). As such it is very unsafe to follow or imitate any one
leader or preacher in everything. The teaching and the testimony of the Bible
should be sufficient for us in such vital issues. The Bible says it; I believe it; and
that settles it! This should be our code.

Evangelicals can be broadly classified as charismatic or Pentecostal evangelicals
and non-charismatic or non- Pentecostal evangelicals. One group emphasizes
power and the other the Scriptures. We need both. One should learn from the
other by mutual acceptance and appreciation. Martin Luther spoke about
Justification, John Wesley about Sanctification, Charles Finney about Spirit
Baptism, and so on. Restoration of Biblical truths from the Dark Ages has
always been progressive. Openness and availability is necessary to enjoy all of
God’s best.
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(This Article is Chapter 5 of the book, Enlightening Essays,
available under Books & Booklets section.)
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