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Each month, a Broomfield Master Gardener profiles one of the xeric plants in the Demonstration Garden located just east of 
the City and County Building. If you've strolled through the garden, you know it's a beautiful, relaxing spot to take a break, eat 
lunch, or get some water-wise ideas for your own yard. Special thanks to the Master Gardener volunteers and Parks 
employees for their hard work in maintaining this hidden gem! 

 

Dark Knight Blue Mist Spirea 
Caryopteris clandonensis ‘Dark knight’ 

By Kristin Moore, Broomfield Master Gardener Apprentice 
 

Originally from the Himalayas and mountains of East 

Asia, Blue Mist Spirea (commonly known as Blue Spirea 

and Bluebeard) is a low-maintenance, xeric plant that 

can be utilized in many garden settings and thrives in 

the Colorado landscape. The ‘Dark Knight’ cultivar, 

which has intensely blue/violet flowers, can be found in 

Broomfield’s Xeriscape Demonstration Garden. 

Blue Mist Spirea grows to 3-4 feet wide and 2-3 feet tall. 

It leafs out in early spring with gray/green leaves and 

blooms from July through August. The blue/violet 

blooms of Blue Mist Spirea are long lasting and stand 

out in any garden. They attract pollinators such as bees 

and butterflies and can also be cut for use in flower 

arrangements. During the fall, flowers will mature into 

tan seed heads that provide winter interest. 

 

Beyond the intense dark blue, late summer blooms of the Blue Mist Spirea, there are many other 

features of this plant that make it attractive for Colorado landscapes. Blue Mist Spirea thrives in full sun, 

low-water environments and does best with well to moderately drained soil.  

These plants can be used as hedges or screens, in 

borders, or as a pop of blue for summer gardens. They 

are hardy up to 8,500 feet and will act as perennials in 

USDA zones 5-7 (Broomfield is zoned as 5b-6a). They 

are both deer and rabbit resistant.  

General maintenance includes removal of old flower 

stalks by cutting 6-12 inches of the outer branches in late 

winter. Mulching around the base of the plant helps with 

root development and water retention. Once established 

at three years, plants do not need to be fertilized. 

 

For more information… 

https://www.waterwiseplants.org/find-a-plant/dark-knight-spirea/ 

https://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/syllabi/608/Lists/second%20ed/Caryopterisxclandonensis.pdf  

AT A GLANCE 

Common Name Blue Mist Spirea 

Scientific Name 
Caryopteris clandonensis 
‘Dark knight’ 

Height  3-4’ 

Width 2-3’ 

Hardiness USDA zones 5-9 

Sun  Full Sun 

Water Needs Low 

How to Use  
Hedge/Screen, Border, Cut 
Flowers 

https://www.waterwiseplants.org/find-a-plant/dark-knight-spirea/
https://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/syllabi/608/Lists/second%20ed/Caryopterisxclandonensis.pdf

