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Major issues in cancer control 

 Unsustainable costs 
 

Patentable therapy primacy 
 

Treatment disparities  
 

Late diagnosis / Overdiagnosis  
 

Poor outcomes of older cases 
 

Specific protocols for young adults 
 

Primary prevention failure 
 

Poor patient and doctor satisfaction 
 

Incomplete population based cancer registry coverage 
 



Against this background EUROCARE5 results showed: 
 

Increased survival with persisting differences across EU countries 
 
- in Eastern Europe survival is lower than the EU average for both adult and 
childhood tumours 
 
- UK improved survival reaching the EU average for breast and prostate BUT 
not for colon cancers 
 
- Czech Republic improved survival reaching the EU average for adult cancers 
 
- Poland and Hungary have higher survival than other eastern European 
countries for childhood cancers  

 



Between country differences in cancer survival 2000-07 

 



What is the policy impact  of survival research? 

  
Continuously monitored cancer patient survival can: 
 
- identify inequalities in country (socio-economic status, age) 
 
- measure the overall effectiveness of health systems 
 
- evaluate national cancer control plan (24 out of 28 available) 
  
- underline differences across Europe to ameliorate cancer control strategies  

 
 

Cancer patient survival has been and should be used 
to drive policy 



 Interpretation of survival differences 

- Differences in the nature (aggressiveness) of the disease 
 
- Different extent of disease (stage) at diagnosis  
 Health culture / health education  

 Organized screening / Overdiagnosis 

 
- Co-morbidity   
- Lifestyle / dismetabolic syndrome 
- Inequalities of access to optimal treatment 
 Availability of treatment facilities 

 Organization of treatment services 
 Human resources 
 Doctors’ education  
 Socioeconomic inequalities 
  

 



Studies to explain differences between countries are needed to 
identify which factors are most important to take decision to reduce 
inequalities.  
 
Treatment is not the only solution for cancer control. 
 
Primary prevention, early diagnosis, accurate diagnosis, are all as 
important  as the provision of appropriate treatments.  
 
 
 
 

Next steps (1)  



Next steps (2)  

EFFICIENT CANCER REGISTRATION AND FOLLOW-UP 
IS ESSENTIAL AND SHOULD BE SUPPORTED LEGALLY 
AND FINANCIALLY IN EACH EU COUNTRY 
 
The use of cancer registry data and other epidemiological activity will 
terminate abruptly if an unnecessarily strict EU data protection 
regulation is adopted.  
 
Research based interventions, as well as the international recognised 
standing of cancer registries and register-based research institutions 
in Europe are at stake. ACTIONS ARE URGENTLY NEEDED 
 
 


