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BOA’s Featured Titles

The Black Maria
Poems by Aracelis Girmay
Winner of a 2015 Whiting Award for Poetry

Beautiful Wall

Girmay’s newest collection, 
The Black Maria, has had 
an outstanding reception 
from readers and media 
since the start of 2016.
Most recently, the book 
received a glowing review 
in the April issue of O, The 
Oprah Magazine. Calling 
the book a “gem of the 
genre,” the magazine says,  

“Her every loss—she calls them estrangements—is  a 
yearning for connection across time and place; her 
every fragment is a bulwark against ruin.” The book 
has also seen rave and starred reviews from such 
places as NPR Books, Publishers Weekly, Booklist,  
Library Journal, and the Chicago Review of Books.

Poems by Ray Gonzalez

Actor Bill Murray, a known 
poetry fan, chose excerpts 
from his favorite poets for 
O Magazine’s April issue, 
and included BOA poets 
Lucille Clifton and Naomi 
Shihab Nye. Appearing on 
Jimmy Kimmel Live on 
March 31, Murray talked 
about these selections. “I 
have to say, poetry is not 

something that I ever read,” Kimmel said, “but when 
I read these excerpts that you came up with, they all 
seemed great to me. This one in particular is great,” 
he continued, referring to Clifton’s “What the Mirror 
Said.” Murray agreed, saying, “Her stuff ’s unbeliev-
able. It’s just incredible and I didn’t know it until 
someone had given me this book. It’s really gigantic 
stuff. “ He then wowed the audience by reading the 
poem. Click here to watch the video of the interview.

Beautiful Wall is the win-
ner of the 2016 Minnesota 
Book Award for Poetry! 
Announced on April 16, 
this marks Gonzalez’s third 
time winning the award.  
The Star Tribune also ran a 
glowing review of the new 
book: “Gonzalez’s dense, 
surrealism-inflected poetry 
does seem obsessed with 

mud. But each time the image appears, it transforms. 
Mud becomes angels, walls, and clay—metaphors 
for the survival of Mexican culture under colonialism. 
[These] poems have an incantatory rhythm that 
takes the reader on visionary journeys through a 
landscape saturated with history and myth.”

The Collected Poems of Lucille Clifton
Edited by Kevin Young and Michael S. Glaser
With a Foreword by Toni Morrison

The celebration kicked off with the premier of a documentary-style short film created by filmmaker 
Stephen Fisher. By spotlighting author interviews he had conducted throughout 2015, Stephen 
conveyed the passion for poetry and literature that drives BOA’s mission. The film ended to rousing  
applause. Next up was the poetry reading. A stellar line-up of poets—Michael Waters, Aracelis Girmay, 
Nikola Madzirov, Jillian Weise, and Li-Young Lee—shared their work, and talked about the impact 
BOA has had on their careers and on American letters.

Between the words of these powerful poets and the heart-tugging documentary we’d just watched, 
emotions in the room were careening from tears to laughter and back again. What more could  
anyone ask for in a poetry celebration?

How about a marriage proposal?

 

BOA’s 40th Anniversary Kickoff:
A Note from Publisher Peter Conners

It was springtime in Los Angeles. Love  
was in the air. It was the annual AWP  
conference, where more than 12,000  
writers gathered for panel discussions, 
author readings, book signings, and to 
peruse publishers’ wares at the massive 
Bookfair. As the Presenting Sponsor 
of this year’s conference, BOA had a 
larger presence than ever. Banners 
featuring our 40th anniversary logo 
hung from the rafters. The well-posi-
tioned BOA booth hosted 10 separate 
author signings where hundreds of 
books were sold. But nowhere was 
the feeling of love more evident than 
at the BOA Editions 40th Anniversary 
Celebration.

In a surprise twist that no one 
(except the BOA staff and one 
brave would-be husband) saw 
coming, BOA reader Adam Wetch 
was invited on-stage with his 
girlfriend, Kristine Albinda. The 
ruse was that Adam had been 
selected as the March winner of 
our monthly “Share Your Story” 
campaign, for which he submit-
ted a playful story about how  
Li-Young Lee’s poetry had deep-
ened  his relationship with his 
girlfriend. The audience was 
told that Li-Young Lee would 
personally present the couple 
with their prize, which was a 
a signed copy of his just-released chapbook, The Word from His Song. But when Kristine turned  
to accept the chapbook, Adam dropped to one knee and held up an engagement ring. Kristine 
stood speechless as Adam proposed to her in front of the entire audience. Fortunately for Adam—
and for all of us who were pulling for him—she said yes!

A film premier, a stellar poetry reading, a surprise wedding proposal... the 40th Anniversary  
Celebration ran the gamut of emotions, leaving no one unaffected. Love was in the air and it was 
clear that BOA was at the center of everyone’s hearts.

Five days later—and on the opposite coast—the celebration continued back in BOA’s hometown of 
Rochester, New York. On April 6, the University of Rochester hosted an event titled, BOA Editions: 
40 Years of Connecting Writers with Readers. In addition to honoring our anniversary, the event 
commemorated the university’s purchase of 20 years of BOA publishing archives. A selection of 
BOA poems were read by an array of distinguished individuals, including Rochester Mayor Lovely 
A. Warren, UR President Joel Seligman, poets James Longenbach and William Heyen, and 17 other 
students, authors, academics, and supporters.

BOA’s official 40th anniversary film, created by Stephen Fisher of Fisher Media.

Jenna Fisher and Melissa Hall at BOA’s AWP Bookfair booth.

BOA Editions 40th Anniversary Film
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BOA’s Mission
BOA Editions, Ltd., a not-for-profit publisher of poetry and other literary works, fosters readership 
and appreciation of contemporary literature. By identifying, cultivating, and publishing both new 
and established poets and selecting authors of unique literary talent, BOA brings high quality 
literature to the public.

BOA Editions, Ltd.
250 North Goodman Street
Suite 306
Rochester, New York 14607
www.boaeditions.org
585.546.3410

Upcoming Events

BOA 40th Anniversary Celebration:
The Bryant Park Reading Room
Bryant Park | New York, NY
July 5, 2016
7:00 - 8:30PM

BOA Staff

BOA Board of Directors
Jack Langerak, Board Chair 
Boo Poulin, Honorary Vice Chair
Christopher Cebula, Treasurer
Cindy W. Rogers, Secretary
Marijana Ababovic
Angela Bonazinga
Bernadette Catalana
Anne Coon
Jonathan Everitt
Grant Holcomb
Hon. Teresa D. Johnson
Chandra V. McKenzie
Peter Monacelli
Steven O. Russell

Peter Conners
Publisher

Melissa Hall
Director of Development and Operations

Jenna Fisher
Director of Marketing and Production

Looking for an author event near you? Check out our 
interactive Author Events Map for the latest listings 
of BOA author events and readings taking place all 
over the country (and world)!

BOA Author Events

BOA Supporters
Click here to see the most current list of our 
generous donors and supporters. 

Help support our mission: 

Make a donation!

Publications by BOA Editions, Ltd. are made possible in 
part by the New York State Council on the Arts with the 
support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York 
State Legislature.

Stay Connected—Keep in Touch

Chen Chen wins 2016 A. Poulin, Jr. Poetry Prize
We are pleased to announce that Chen Chen is the winner of the 
fifteenth annual A. Poulin, Jr. Poetry Prize for his collection, When 
I Grow up I Want to Be a List of Further Possibilities. The collection 
was selected by highly-acclaimed poet Jericho Brown. Chen will 
receive a $1,500 honorarium and book publication by BOA in 
spring 2017.

Of the winning collection, Brown says, “Chen Chen refuses to be 
boxed in or nailed down. He is a poet of Whitman’s multitudes 
and of Langston Hughes’ blues, of Dickinson’s ‘so cold no fire can 
warm me’ and of Michael Palmer’s comic interrogation. What unifies 
the brilliance of When I Grow up I Want to Be a List of Further  
Possibilities is a voice desperate to believe that within every one 

of life’s sadnesses there is also hope, meaning, and—if we are willing to laugh at ourselves—humor. 
This is a book I wish existed when I first began reading poetry. Chen is a poet I’ll be reading for the rest 
of my life.”

The runner-up, also selected by Brown, is Land of Fire by Mario Chard.

Chen Chen grew up in Amherst, Massachusetts, and earned his BA at Hampshire College and his 
MFA at Syracuse University. Currently, he is pursuing a PhD in English and Creative Writing at Texas 
Tech University. His work has appeared in two chapbooks and in such publications as Poetry, The  
Massachusetts Review, Drunken Boat, Best of the Net 2015, and The Best American Poetry 2015. He 
has received fellowships from Kundiman, the Saltonstall Foundation, Lambda Literary, and in 2015, 
he was a finalist for the Ruth Lilly and Dorothy Sargent Rosenberg Poetry Fellowships. Chen lives in 
Lubbock, Texas, with his partner, Jeff Gilbert.

BOA Editions will accept manuscripts for the sixteenth annual A. Poulin, Jr. Poetry Prize between 
August 1—November 30, 2016. An entry form and fee are required. Click here for complete eligibility 
requirements and guidelines.

The event also marked the debut of a 
BOA exhibition on display at UR’s Rush 
Rhees Library through July 29. The  
exhibition explores BOA’s evolution 
over the years and features select 
typescripts, book and cover designs, 
correspondence between authors and 
editors, and publicity samples. Taken 
together, the retrospective reveals the 
life-cycle through which poetry and 
literature move from submission to 
published work.

 “I loved you before I was born.” This 
first line in Li-Young Lee’s new chap-
book came to mind often during the 
AWP and UR events. As I listened to

UR President Joel Seligman, Rochester Mayor Lovely A. Warren, and 
Publisher Peter Conners at the April 6 celebration event.

people read BOA poems and share stories about how our books and authors have touched their 
lives, it occurred to me that many readers could say the same about BOA. BOA was their first 
love in books. BOA was how they discovered their passion for poetry and literature. And once  
discovered, it was as if that love had always existed, just waiting to be found. “It doesn’t make 
sense, I know,” writes Li-Young Lee. But nonetheless it is true. Love isn’t just in the air. It’s in the 
pages of every book we publish.     

Featuring: Aracelis Girmay, Craig Morgan Teicher, 
Jeanne Marie Beaumont, and Michael Waters

On July 5, 2016—one day after BOA officially turns 
40—the Bryant Park Reading Room will celebrate  
our anniversary with a free BOA poetry reading in 
Bryant Park, New York.

Hosting weekly poetry readings by established and 
emerging poets from May through September each 
year, the Reading Room is an open-air space where 
published poets are invited to read their most recent 
work, and is often regarded as the “place for poetry 
during the summer.”
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