
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

 
At the ANNUAL PARISH MEETING of the ELECTORS of CORNSAY PARISH held on 30th May 2012 at 

7.00pm in Hamsteels Community Hall, Esh Winning.  

 

Present:  

Councillor Barbara Armstrong (in the Chair) 

and Councillors Pat Clark, Stan Clark, Kathleen Duggan, Syd Duggan, Rhoda Makepeace and 

Duncan Robb 

 

Apologies:  

Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillor George Burlison and County 

Councillor Joe Armstrong 

 

Opening Remarks: 

 Councillor Barbara Armstrong welcomed those present to the meeting. 

 

Minutes: 

 The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 25th May 2011 were confirmed as a 

correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

Report of the Chairman of the Parish Council: 

 Councillor Barbara Armstrong gave her report on the Parish Council’s activities 
throughout the year explaining that the Council had had another active and productive 
year this year.   
 
Of the 11 seats on the Council, 3 had remained vacant throughout the year.  We were 
delighted at the return to the Council of both Stan and Pat Clark, Stan being co-opted in 
May 2011 and Pat in May 2012.  Sadly Cath Stacey had to step down as a member, but 
her work on the Parish Council and with HYP had been greatly appreciated. 
 
With funding from the Playbuilder Scheme, Mid Durham Area Action Partnership, County 
Councillors, TRACC and the Parish Council, the play area at Cornsay Colliery had been 
completely transformed, with new equipment and landscaping.  The new facilities were 
proving very popular. 
 
Disappointment was felt by all users of Hamsteels Community Centre last year when the 
decision was reluctantly taken to close the main hall due to the condition of the ceiling.  
Fortunately, a generous donation from County Councillor Joe Armstrong’s neighbourhood 
budget covered the cost of repairs and enabled the hall to be reopened within 5 weeks. 
 
Much work had been undertaken on the project to replace the Community Centre.  For the 
greatest part of the year, the Council worked with Fiona Brettwood of HLP Design to 
develop a feasibility study for a new build.  Sketch plans were prepared and a public 
consultation event held in November 2011 was well attended by local residents and other 
stakeholders.  Estimated costs for both modular and traditional buildings were obtained to 
inform the decision making process, and an architect will soon be appointed to produce 
final plans.  Once these are ready, work can begin to identify costs and source funding.  
 
There was a great deal of work ahead, but by keeping the momentum going, the goal of a 
new building would be reached.   
 
A grant of over £6,000 from the West Durham Wind Farm Community Benefits Fund 
obtained through the County Durham Community Foundation paid for new carpets and 



flooring, tables and chairs and range cooker for the Community Centre.  The items 
purchased from the grant had been well received by all who use them. 
 
The Council’s website - parishes.durham.gov.uk/cornsay - had been developed and 
expanded through the year.  The site is averaging 50-60 visits per month, with visitors 
from a range of countries such as Australia, Bangladesh, China, Germany, Hungary, New 
Zealand, the Philippines, South Africa and the United States. 
  
The past year has been quiet in relation to planning applications. The Council had only 
been requested to comment on 4 applications, all of these being for relatively minor 
developments.   
 
The financial climate had not changed much since last year’s report, and the Council was 
mindful of this when setting its Precept for the forthcoming year.  Faced with the same 
rising costs as everyone, it was decided that a 7% increase was required to ensure that 
the Council remained in a sound financial position.  Fortunately the Precept per property 
was small which mitigated the increase for taxpayers.  
 
As in previous years, the Council had agreed to put money aside towards a new 
community centre and has done so once again.  
 
The Council remained in a healthy financial position, with main items of expenditure 
throughout the year being on Cornsay Colliery Play Area, essential repairs to the 
Community Centre and spending of the CDCF grant.  Excluding these, the Council spent 
around £4,500 on mainly on wages, grass cutting, planters and play area inspections. 
The Council was holding funds specifically allocated to play/leisure equipment and to a 
community building.  These funds were received either from grants or monies set aside by 
the Council for these specific purposes. 
 
 
Throughout the year, the Council had continued to communicate and engage with local 
residents on a variety of issues.  The consultation day on the plans for the new 
community centre was well attended, and two parish newsletters were printed and 
circulated to keep people up to date with local issues.  

 

Reports from Other Organisations: 

 Hamsteels Luncheon Club –  

A recent food hygiene inspection had been very successful, with the maximum 

score of 5 being awarded under the ‘Scores on the Doors’ scheme. 

 

  Hamsteels History Group –  

The Group were currently taking part in a country-wide project to identify old 

photographs.  The project would take 20 weeks, and all information would be 

made available online.  

 

  Cornsay Village Residents Association –  

Preparations were underway for the lighting of a beacon to celebrate the Queen’s 

Diamond Jubilee. 

The lawnmower purchased from a wind farm grant had made a big improvement 

to the grasscutting and appearance of the village.  

 

Issues Raised by Electors: 

  No issues were raised by Electors.  

 

 

The meeting closed at 7.10pm 


