
Sermon 17: Luke 4:38-44: Jesus the Healer

OUTLINE

How God healed through Jesus
How God heals today

INTRODUCTION

Why do we get sick?  The Bible teaches that we get sick and die because of the curse upon 
sin.  Adam would have lived in a world full of bacteria but because his body was whole and 
had not suffered any of the effects of sin He would have been immune to the powerful 
miniature agents God had created.  Adam’s genetic code would have been flawless and the 
process of cell multiplication would have happened without a hitch so that no cancerous 
growths would form and no genetic diseases would have been passed on to his progeny.  
Adam would have been protected from the process of slow death or ageing.  He would have
been kept by the power of God from the ravaging forces of nature; he would even have 
been providentially protected by God from accidents and other ill effects like branches falling
from trees, etc.  Being in God’s favour He enjoyed the blessings of life and health and 
protection, but then He sinned.  And all of a sudden the world from which he had enjoyed 
protection from by the blessing of God became a hostile and killing environment.  Sickness, 
death and degeneration became the portion of humanity as Adam plunged us into a life in 
this world under God’s judgement.  Man went the way of all flesh.  

It was God’s plan for Adam that he should obey and endure and come through the test 
earning a permanent possession in a new creation type blessing.  God made man to enjoy 
fellowship with Himself in a perfect creation serving Him and flourishing.  Adam failed to 
accomplish that goal.  The devil was let loose to afflict us, death held power over us, 
sickness was the common lot of us all.  But God promised a day when another child of Adam
would be born who would go to battle against satan, as well as endure the probation for the
eternal possession of paradise in order to reverse and destroy all the effects of sin.  Jesus is 
the Second Adam.  Jesus has come as a second Adam to destroy satan’s hold on the earth, 
to reverse the curse so that once again God’s blessing rests upon creation.  The full and 
final dawning of that victory will happen when Jesus comes again at His second coming.  

The kingdom of God comes in an unexpected way, it comes in two stages.  It is inaugurated
with the resurrection of Christ and consummated with the second coming of Christ.  The 
gospels have a special role in giving us a proleptic glimpse into that future kingdom.  The 
Spirit, who will one day make all things new, shows us through the ministry of Jesus what 
the kingdom of God in the New Creation will be like.  In the new creation there will be no 
death, so Jesus resurrects people; there is no blindness, so Jesus gives sight; there is no 
lameness, so Jesus causes people to walk; there are no demons, so He casts them out, you 
get the picture.  The portion before us gives us a look at Jesus the healer.  Last week we 
looked at Jesus authority over the demonic world, today we look at Jesus authority over 
sickness.  We will look firstly at Jesus the healer and then the issue of healing today.

How God healed through Jesus

V38, ‘And he arose and left the synagogue and entered Simon’s house. Now Simon’s 
mother-in-law was ill with a high fever, and they appealed to him on her behalf.’  Jesus has 
been preaching in the synagogue in Capernaum where He has just cast out a demon.  He 
now goes to Simon’s house.  This is Simon Peter one of the 12.  Luke does not give us the 



background details to Simon’s following of Jesus as it is probably well known.  John 1:44 is 
the original meeting of Jesus with Peter by Andrew.  Mark 1:16-20 gives us the original call 
of Peter where Jesus calls him to be a fisher of men.  This is after that event but before 
being appointed to being one of the 12, Luke 6:13-14.  

We see from this text that Simon Peter was married, this is confirmed by Paul in 1 Cor. 9:5. 
Tradition has it that Peter’s wife was active in serving and they had children.  It is important
to note this point as the Catholic Church sees Peter as the first Pope, yet he was married.  
Any idea of the celibacy of the clergy is obviously extra-biblical.  

Luke the physician notes for us that she is bed-ridden with a high fever, a serious condition 
possibly accompanied by dysentery.  

V39, ‘ And he stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her, and immediately she 
rose and began to serve them.’  We see here that at a single word Jesus rebukes the illness 
and she is healed.  This word rebuke is the same word used in 4:35 to silence the demons, 
and the same word used when Jesus rebukes the wind and the waves in 8:24.  Demons, 
nature and sickness must submit to His authority.  The silence and departing of the demon 
is echoed here in the instant and complete healing of this woman.  This is evident in her 
grateful service of them after she was healed.  

We want to turn our attention to the healing power of Jesus.  We have said that this is a 
demonstration of Jesus eschatological kingdom, new creation power.  It is a demonstration 
of a reversal of the curse against sin.  Jesus healing signs are given to prove His message, 
His identity, that He is from the Father on a particular mission and are a manifestation of 
the kingdom of God in their midst.  For this reason Jesus miracles stand out as unique.  
There are many false claims to people having the gift of healing today, and who claim to be 
doing works of power just like Jesus did but a quick comparison show this to be false.  

Jesus heals with a word or a touch, there are no long prayer sessions, no weekly prayer 
sessions for the shrinking of a tumour, no hit and miss instances of healing.  The only 
instances of not complete healings were the case where the disciples were unable to heal a 
child, and Jesus used this to tell that they needed to pray.  And the case of the blind man 
who Jesus healed by making mud with His spit and putting it on his eyes.  This happens in 
Mark 8:22-26.  However, it becomes clear from the context that this is intended as a lesson 
for the disciples who can see who He is but not clearly, they confess Him the Messiah but 
not the suffering Messiah.  Compare these completely successful miracles with those of 
Benny Hinn.  ‘Christ’s healings were always successful. But listen to the story of William 
Vandenkolk of Las Vegas as related in the Los Angeles Times,
Sitting cross-legged in front of a big-screen TV, the 11-year-old squints through Coke-bottle 
glasses at a Miracle Crusade video made more than two years ago in which he starred as a 
boy who miraculously recovered from blindness. “I liked it at first because I thought I was 
being healed,” says Williams in the living room of his aunt and uncle’s home. On the screen, 
Hinn bends down to William, his hands on the child’s face. “Look at these tears, “ says Hinn,
peering into the child’s eyes. “William, baby, can you see me?” Before more than 15,000 
people in a Las Vegas arena, William nods. In a small voice, the boy says, “As soon as God 
healed me, I could see better.” Hinn, an arm wrapped around William, tells the audience 
that God has told him to pay the child’s medical expenses and education. People weep. 
Today William is still legally blind and says his sight never improved, and that his onstage 



comments were wishful thinking.” Incidentally, the family has yet to receive any of the 
promised money for medical or educational expenses.’1

The healings were not dependent upon the faith of the person being healed, the Gadarene 
demoniac and Lazarus militate against this.  Jesus did not have to take up a faith offering to
get ones faith primed to receive a miracle.

The healings were spontaneous and did not need to be advertised as healing crusades with 
a long preamble of music to try and stir up faith.

The healings were immediate. And people stayed healed they did not lose their healing 
through negative confession or a lack of faith.

Christ’s miracles were also unquestionably true.  When the authorities sought to kill Jesus it 
was not because He could be shown to have performed false miracles, His miracles were not
disputed.  That is not the case with many who claim to be able to heal today.  ‘An HBO 
special documented Hinn’s crusade in Portland, Oregon. On stage Hinn performed 76 
alleged miracles. The documentary’s producers asked the ministry for the names of the 
healed. Thirteen weeks later, only five names were received. Upon investigation, none had 
received an actual healing. One of those was 10 year-old Ashmil Prakash who had been 
stricken with two brain tumors. Despite the “healing” pronounced by Hinn and the pledge 
made by his impoverished parents to give thousands of dollars to Hinn’s ministry, the child 
died seven weeks after the crusade.’2

Jesus healings were beyond doubt unlike many modern day healings.  He healed clear and 
obvious conditions like blindness, not merely a sore throat or bad handwriting as I read 
recently about on a Christian Science website.3  

Jesus also healed all those who came to Him, v40, ‘Now when the sun was setting, all those 
who had any who were sick with various diseases brought them to him, and he laid his 
hands on every one of them and healed them.’  They came when the sun was setting 
because they were worried they would violate the Sabbath.  What we must note here is the 
compassion of Christ evident in the fact that He touches them and in the fact that He heals 
each and every one.  We may not be able to imitate His power in healing, but we can 
imitate His compassionate touch and willingness to serve.  Jesus has a heart for people, do 
you have a heart for people?  Are you taken up with your entertainments and hobbies and 
work and families, but do not spare a thought for the thousands that are suffering?    

How God heals today

Does Jesus still heal like this today?  The answer is yes and no, or yes but not in the same 
way.  Some might want to remonstrate and point to the apostles healing in the book of 
Acts, but we have some responses to this.  Firstly, the signs of the apostles where we see 
tremendous miracles like shadows and handkerchiefs healing is unique to the original 
apostles.  2 Cor. 13:13 talks about the signs of the apostles, these signs we see exercised in
the book of Acts.  I understand the gift of healings listed in the gift lists to be the one 

1 https://arcapologetics.org/comparative-religion/faith-healers-or-fake-healers/

2 Ibid.

3 https://www.christianscience.com/christian-healing-today/how-can-i-be-healed

https://www.christianscience.com/christian-healing-today/how-can-i-be-healed


describing the gift the apostles had.  This does not mean that God will not heal today, but 
rather that the intensity of miracles, and the consistent ministry of signs given for the 
purpose of authenticating the eye witness account of Christ’s resurrection were 
unrepeatable.  Secondly, we must stress that the signs were given to authenticate a 
particular message.  They were the stamp of authenticity on Jesus and who He claimed to 
be, as well as the original apostles and the foundational message they laid which we are 
stewards of and simply repeat. 

The bible does tell us what to do when we seek to be healed.  James 5:13-18.  V13, ‘Is 
anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise.’  This 
verse outlines a God directed way to live your life.  Are you sad, suffering, tempted, pray to 
God, pour it out to Him.  He cares for you cast your cares on Him.  Are you cheerful, 
blessed, are things going well?  Then turn it into praise, and thanksgiving to God.  These 
actions protect us from the predictable sins in these situations.  When we are down we tend
to depression, complaint, and to criticise and withdraw from God.  And when things are 
going well we are prone to forgetfulness, pride and to replace God with creation.  

V14, ‘Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray
over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.’  James instructs us what to d 
when we are sick.  You do not go to the local healing crusade, or fly to the nearest revival 
meeting.  You go to your church elders.  Notice that the elders plural are mentioned 
indicating an early practice of a plurality of elders.  It would be the elders not necessarily 
the one with a gift of healing.  The elders are to anoint the person with oil and pray in the 
name of the Lord.  Firstly, why oil?  There are different views here.  John Calvin believed 
that the oil had a sacramental and effective function and that the in early days of the church
when miracles were a regular occurrence, that this would have had a sacramental efficiency.
That the person would be healed every time.  But because of the time moving on and God 
no longer pouring out miracles as we are no longer in the foundational stage of the church, 
we can no longer expect a ‘guaranteed’ miracle.  Others think that the oil was merely meant
as a symbol of the Spirit.  Some felt it was a universal medicine.  My understanding is that 
the oil is not as important as the name of the Lord in which we pray.  This is not a reference
to using Jesus name as a charm which creates power, or that magically breaks the hold of 
satan on a person.  No this is a reference to Christ’s promise to His disciples.  John 14:14, ‘If
you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.’  This is a reference to the power of prayer 
that all Christians have.  Someone has described prayer in Jesus name as Jesus handing you
a blank cheque with His signature.  

Let me say this, that if you are sick and you want the elders to come and pray for you we 
will do so.  We believe that God today still answers prayer.  

V15, ‘And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. 
And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.’  What do you think about when you hear 
the words prayer of faith, what does it look like to you?  According to modern charismatic 
views it can be a command given to God, the devil or angels.  It is a statement that has no 
question in it, no wording like ‘Thou will be done.’  Mix it with other errors and it involves 
binding the devil, cutting generational curses, casting demons out of Christians and 
confessing your faith and riches.  This is the only time the words ‘prayer of faith’ occur in 
our English bibles.  So we must allow James to inform us what he means.  He tells us in 
James 1:5-8, that we ought to pray for wisdom to endure trials, but we must ask with faith 
and not be double minded.  In this instance, it is a faith which is a confidence in the 
goodness of God and His willingness to provide for His children when they are suffering.  I 
take this to be James intent here.  It is not a false positive confession where we give orders 



to God.  It includes a submission to God’s wisdom and plan for He may not desire to heal us
at a particular time.  James is not teaching us a trick to getting a healing every time but 
rather the basic ingredients to all good prayer.  

James is certain that believing prayer is able to save the sick, that is heal the sick.  Some 
have taken this statement to the exclusion of everything else the bible teaches about God’s 
will with regard to suffering in our lives.  We cannot do this.  James is reminding these 
hurting Christians of the willingness of God and the effectiveness of prayer, but his words 
must not be made to mean something that would contradict what other parts of the bible 
teach.  Paul talks about God not removing a thorn, but rather casting Paul upon His 
sufficient grace for His glory.  Paul could not heal Trophimus, 2 Tim. 4:20; Timothy himself 
needed wine for his ailments.  

‘And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 16 Therefore, confess your sins to one 
another and pray for one another, that you may be healed.’  Here we see a connection 
between sin and sickness in James mind.  Not all sickness is the direct result of our sin, but 
all sickness is connected to sin, even if it is only the sin of Adam which caused a cursed 
world.  1 Cor. 11:30 does say that there are those who are sick as a result of sin, but we 
must be very careful to expect this to be the cause in every instance of our own suffering or
the suffering of others.  We get sick for many reasons, not just sin.  V16 explains how 
James sees our sins being forgiven.  He calls us to confess our sins to each other and pray 
for each other.  It may be that he is thinking of the fights and disagreements they already 
have and is encouraging a reconciliation.  It is possible he is also thinking about sin 
hindering the effectiveness of prayer.  For if we have sin in our lives that we have not 
repented of it hinders our praying, God keeps us at arms length until we have resolved this 
area of rebellion in our lives.  The rest of James talk on Elijah and righteous men is an 
encouragement to prayer. 

Any time we have ever seen a healing in the bible in either the old or new testament it has 
been a glimpse of the glory of the new world God has in store for us, it is a promise of what
it to come.  Jesus ministry was an intense view of the nature of that new Kingdom, and the 
apostle’s miracle rich ministry was to indicate the arrival of the kingdom that it has not yet 
been consummated.  Jesus has overcome satan, sin and death, and we await His final 
return to consummate that victory.  Sickness along with death has been overcome.  The 
Christian can never finally be defeated by sickness God will always have the last word.  In 
the life of a Christian we can know God’s common grace in making medicine effective and 
enabling the healing mechanisms of our body.  The God who sustains the universe by the 
word of His power is also active in giving us the blessing of health in medicine and doctors 
and an immune system.  From time to time and according to His good purposes He may 
decide to grant a healing miracle in answer to prayer.  But for His own purposes He may 
also appoint suffering and sickness for the refining of our faith or some other reason we 
cannot discern.  Here we can know that His grace is sufficient, that we are not tempted 
beyond what we can bear, and we are able to rejoice in our sufferings.  But every single one
of us is going to be killed by some sickness or condition, but this is not the last word, it is 
not death to die for the Christian we will experience our first resurrection into the 
intermediate state.  But one day Jesus will come again and all sickness and frailty of the 
flesh will be vanquished.  We will get new bodies that cannot die or deteriorate.  Do not 
think that because there are no wild healing crusades God is not God over sickness, He has 
had and will have the last word not sickness.

Our text ends with Jesus practice of prayer for ministry, and the priority of preaching the 
kingdom, v42-44, ‘42 And when it was day, he departed and went into a desolate place. And 



the people sought him and came to him, and would have kept him from leaving them, 43 but
he said to them, “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns as
well; for I was sent for this purpose.” 44 And he was preaching in the synagogues of Judea.’ 
                  


