
AMENDMENTS TO HISTORIC DISTRICT APPLICATION 
PNBC AND NATIONAL TRAINING SCHOOL FOR WOMEN AND GIRLS 

 
SECTION 8: Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that 
includes level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and 
any applicable criteria considerations.) 
 
REPLACE SUMMARY PARAGRAPH IN ITS ENTIRETY WITH THE FOLLOWING: 
 
Founded in 1909 by noted twentieth-century civil rights leader, Nannie Helen Burroughs, the National 
Training School for Women and Girls (“National Training School”) has a rich and distinguished history 
in the academic, religious, and vocational education of Black girls and women.  Its legacy is inextricably 
linked to the Progressive National Baptist Convention (“PNBC”), which also adopted many of the causes  
and ideals championed by Dr. Burroughs, including leadership roles for women in the church, ordination 
of women as clergy, and the women’s suffrage movement.   
 
The school was initially sponsored by the Women’s Convention Auxiliary of the National Baptist 
Convention (“NBC”).  Dr. Burroughs served as president and through her leadership, the Women’s 
Auxiliary advocated for the National Training School.  It provided Dr. Burroughs financial support to 
purchase the land for the school, and its subsequent contributions helped expand the campus with a new 
dormitory and chapel.  She lived at the school until her death in May 1961.  NBC’s support for Dr. 
Burroughs and the school waned during the mid-1950s with the rise of the civil rights movement and 
progressive ideals that aligned with Dr. Burroughs’ vision for the school.   
 
NBC’s failure to advance the cause of civil and human rights and its lack of support for a democratic 
process within NBC resulted in a schism and the formation of PNBC in September 1961.  Although Dr. 
Burroughs had died months earlier, the newly formed  PNBC incorporated her ideals for women in 
leadership roles in PNBC, as ordained ministers in the Baptist church, and her lifelong commitment to the 
advancement of Black women and girls through education and training.  PNBC also reflected the 
influence of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., whom Dr. Burroughs strongly supported and the 
progressive views of the civil rights movement.  PNBC became the denominational home of Dr. King and 
other civil rights leaders. The National Training School transferred its affiliation to the Women’s 
Department of PNBC, which became the primary sponsor of the school.  In 1978, at the urging of the 
PNBC Women’s Department and because of its longtime affiliation with Dr. Burroughs, the Nannie 
Helen Burroughs School Board (the owner following Dr. Burroughs demise) sold the campus, 
affectionately known as the “Holy Hill,” to PNBC.  This principled relationship between Dr. Burroughs, 
Dr. King, and the founding fathers and mothers of PNBC, further amplify the site’s historical significance 
as a locus for education and  the progressive, nonviolent protest ideals of the civil rights movement.     
  
The National Training School was renowned for its national scope and prominence, built primarily from 
contributions from the Black religious community and through the active support of the Women’s 
Auxiliary of NBC under Dr. Burroughs’ leadership.  While the school’s original frame buildings have 
been demolished, several resources constructed for and by the school – the Lincoln Memorial Arch 
(1914), Trades Hall (1928), Dormitory (1956), and National Memorial Chapel (1961) – remain on the site 
and contribute to the significance of the historic district.  A new school building constructed in the middle 
of the campus between 1971 and 1974 is not associated with the historic National Training School and 
does not contribute to the historic district.   



 
The Progressive National Baptist Convention & National Training School for Women and Girls Historic 
District is nationally significant under National Register of Historic Places Criterion A (Events) in the 
areas of Education, Development of Equal Education Opportunities, Vocational Training, Religion, 
Social History and the Civil Rights Movement, and Criterion B (Persons) for its association with Nannie 
Helen Burroughs, a noted twentieth century civil rights leader and education advocate.  The district period 
of significance extends from 1909 to 1978, spanning from the year that the school was formally 
established through the acquisition of the property by PNBC in 1978.  The historic district is additionally 
significant under the District of Columbia designation criterion for history (10-C DMCR § 201.1(b)) for 
its association with the National Training School and PNBC as institutions that have contributed 
significantly to educational achievements of African American girls and women, the religious movements 
of Baptist conventions, and to the civil rights movement that commenced in the mid-1950s.  The property 
is also significant under the District of Columbia designation criterion for individuals (10-C DCMR 
§201.1(c)) for its association with Dr. Nannie Helen Burroughs. The property possesses sufficient 
integrity to convey and represent the values and qualities for which is it judged significant (10-C DCMR 
§ 201.2), and sufficient time has passed since the property achieved significance to permit professional 
evaluation in an historic context (10-C DCMR § 201.3).   
 
 
SECTION 8: STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE – INSERT NEW LAST PARAGRAPH AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 
The Progressive National Baptist Convention and the Legacy of Dr. Nannie Helen Burroughs and 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 
The Progressive National Baptist Convention (“PNBC”) was a crucial vehicle for Dr. Burroughs’ advocacy 
in education, training and civil rights for Black women and girls.  These causes were not separate pursuits 
for Burroughs but interconnected, fundamental tenets for the advancement of African Americans here and 
throughout the world.  Since its conception, PNBC has embraced Dr. Burroughs’ religious, social, political 
and institutional framework to pursue her goals and the National Training School, in particular.   
 
The ideals and convictions of Dr. Burroughs, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and the PNBC founders were 
rooted in the National Baptist Convention (“NBC”), not only the oldest convention, having been formed in 
1895, but also the largest conglomeration of African American Baptists in the United States.  Conventions 
were primarily formed to  advance  the religious missions and teachings of member churches on a national 
scale rather than on a local level.  Dr. Burroughs played an active role in NBC, and was instrumental in the 
formation of the Women’s Convention Auxiliary (variously referred to as the Women’s Convention or the 
Women’s Auxiliary).  It was organized as an outgrowth of Dr. Burroughs’ lecture entitled “How Sisters 
Are Hindered from Helping,” and she was its corresponding secretary for 48 years.1  She was one of only 
a few African American women to advocate for women’s suffrage in the early twentieth century, believing 
the vote was crucial in fighting racial and economic discrimination.  She started the publication, The 
Worker, early in her career and re-established it in the 1930s.  It continues today under the PNBC.     
 
Unfortunately, NBC did not embrace the progressive ideals and beliefs advanced by Dr. Burroughs or the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.   The NBC no longer viewed the education and training of women as a 

 
1 Nannie Helen Burroughs: Advocate and Businesswoman (thoughtco.com). 

https://www.thoughtco.com/nannie-helen-burroughs-biography-3528274


priority, and rejected Dr. Burroughs’ advocacy for the ordination of women and the nonviolent protest 
activism advocated by Dr. King in the civil rights movement.2  NBC denounced the actions of the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, the Congress of Racial Equality, and removed Dr. King from the 
vice-presidency of the Baptist Training Union and Sunday School Congress.3  However, from its inception 
in 1961, PNBC fully adopted these tenets and provided the critical platform for Dr. King, Black Baptist 
leaders and lay persons in the civil rights movement.4  PNBC became the denominational home for Dr. 
King upon its formation.  Dr. King addressed the PNBC annually on “Freedom Night” throughout the early 
years of the convention until his  assassination in 1968.  Dr. Burroughs was well acquainted with Dr. King 
through her friendship with his parents, and she advocated for him until her death.  She invited him to speak 
at the Women’s Auxiliary of NBC in 1954 on “The Vision of the World Made New.”5  She later wrote his 
mother, Alberta King, praising her son for “standing up for ‘right and righteousness.”6   
 
There were many other distinguished NBC leaders that joined PNBC upon its formation, including Rev. 
Dr. Uvee Ross Mdodana Arbouin, a close friend and professional colleague of Dr. Burroughs.  Both were 
former presidents of the Women’s Auxiliary at NBC, and Dr. Arbouin served on the National Training 
School’s Board of Trustees from 1931 through 1961.  Dr. Arbouin was elected the first president of PNBC’s 
Women’s Department in 1963, and promoted the preservation of Dr. Burroughs’ memory and achievements 
as one of its core missions.7  Following the elimination of the trade school curriculum in 1964, the National 
Training School was re-established as a private, co-educational elementary school that maintained its 
Christian principles and commitment to teaching Black children.  The school, which was financed primarily 
through fundraising efforts spearheaded by PNBC’s Women’s Department and most all of the proceeds 
from the sale of the Worker Magazine, was renamed the Nannie Helen Burroughs School.  This historical 
connection between Dr. Burroughs, her successors, and the guiding principles of PNBC led the Nannie 
Helen Burroughs School to sell the facility in 1978 to PNBC when it became financially challenged.8   
 
PNBC unites Dr. Burroughs’ quest for educational and vocational opportunity for women and girls, and 
advocacy for civil rights, social justice, ordination of women, and women’s suffrage.  PNBC, the successor 
to these legacies of Dr. Burroughs and Dr. King, continues to advance their goals and ideals today.  PNBC 
elected two women as second vice president of PNBC’s southwest and southern regions, demonstrating the 
advance of women in leadership roles in the Black Baptist witness.  In 1991, PNBC became the first 
international Black Baptist convention to accept as full members churches from the Bahamas, Canada, 
Cuba, Jamaica, South Africa, and the United Kingdom.  These churches have sent hundreds of delegates to 
PNBC’s annual sessions.  The visions of Dr. Burroughs and Dr. King were further evinced through PNBC’s 
election in 2018 of the first international president among the Black Baptist Conventions, Dr. Timothy 
Stewart, Pastor, Bethel Baptist Church, Bahamas.   In August 2022, PNBC elected Rev. Dr. Jacqueline A. 
Thompson, Pastor, Allen Temple Baptist Church in Oakland, California, as its second vice president.  Dr. 

 
2 William Booth, A Call to Greatness, 2001, p. 5. 
3 Civil Rights Heritage Museum Online, Slavery, Segregation, and Civil Rights: Overcoming Against the Greatest of 
Odds 
4 William Booth, A Call to Greatness, 2001, p. 33. 
5 Stanford University, The Martin Luther King, Jr. Research and Education Institute, Nannie Helen Burroughs 
biography; see also Letter from Nannie Helen Burroughs to Rev. Martin L. King, Jr., Aug. 3, 1954, reproduced 
online at https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/encyclopedia/burroughs-nannie-helen.   
6 Id. (Burroughs, 2/4/56.) 
7 “‘Hear the Call’: The Women’s Auxiliary of the Progressive National Baptist Convention, Inc.,” Baptist History 
and Heritage, (Spring, Vol. 1, 2011). 
8 Statement of Dr. Aurellia Downey, former president of the Nannie Helen Burroughs School, 
https://youtu.be/hl0Nqck06Jg.   

https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/encyclopedia/burroughs-nannie-helen
https://youtu.be/hl0Nqck06Jg


Thompson is the first woman to be elected as a national president among the three largest Black Baptist 
Conventions in  America.   


