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Subject: Grade 9 Social Science 
Term: 1 
Week: 8 Lesson Number: 28 
Date: __/__/ 2021 
Unit: 3 Investigating Papua New Guinea History 
Topic: The Distant Past and Melanesian Development in PNG 
Text: The Distant Past and Melanesian Development in PNG (Lesson notes) 
 

Learning Outcome:  
1. Investigate aspects of Papua New Guinea’s past from a range of historical  
    sources and communicate findings from investigations in oral and written forms. 
 

 
Introduction 
In this lesson, we will summarise on the previous topic and begin on the next topic in 
the current unit on Investigating Papua New Guinea History. In summarizing the topic 
on Tingim-bek, we have learnt about ways in which we can use to know more about 
Papua New Guinea’s past such as studying artefacts or oral history. We have also 
learnt about how to conduct historical research using the steps given such as making a 
plan, collecting information, analysing it and compiling it for presentation. Some of you 
have worked in groups to research a historical topic regarding Papua New Guinea’s 
past. Finally we learnt about the importance of using a bibliography of resources for 
research. Without a bibliography of resources, we would not have a clue of the topic we 
are researching on. With this, let’s move onto the new topic. 
 
Instructions 
In your Exercise Book, copy the Header above. Make sure your handwriting is neat and 
legible. (I will be checking your Exercise Book when you return to school). 
 
 
Resource 
Copy the lesson notes given below and answer the practice exercise that follows. 
 

‘The Distant past and Melanesian development in Papua New Guinea’ 
 
When you consider that people have lived on Earth for many thousands of years, you 
can see that it is a big task to look at all of human history. To make it easier, historians 
divide history into four periods: 
i. Prehistoric times: From the beginning of time to 3, 000 years BC 
ii. Ancient times: From 3, 000 BC to 476 AD 
iii. Medieval times: From 476 AD to end of 15th century 
iv. Modern times: From end of 15th century to the present time 
 
In terms of Papua New Guinea’s early history, the distant past refers to prehistorical 
times that is 50, 000 years ago and going back and also from that time period leading to 
ancient times. Melanesian development in PNG refers to changes that the first 
Melanesians had undergone throughout prehistorical times to ancient times, that is, the 
distant past. These changes were physical, social and cultural, environmental, political 
and economic in nature. For example, physically the early people may have been very 
tall and big, dark-skinned, hairy people due to the type of food eaten, the type of  
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climate, the location and the environment they lived in and distance from contact 
(isolation). Or they may been short and stocky in built. Certainly, the people that lived 
on the coastal lowlands and on the islands may have looked different in their physical 
appearance compared to those who lived far inland and in the higher lands.  
What are the proofs of today that tell of the far distant past? That is what evidence is 
available today to tell us of Papua New Guinea’s early history. We have already learnt 
about the different types and sources of evidence in the first topic such as primary 
sources, literary and non-literary sources, examples of which include, stone axes, fossil 
remains (human, animal and plant), shells and necklaces, clay pots, old burial sites. 
Some of these may be buried deep in the ground or under the sea bed due to rising sea 
levels from the last ice age. We have had legends or old stories  
from our relatives telling us of the past. However, it is also difficult at times to really 
know and understand much of our early history as most of Papua New Guinea’s history 
is oral in nature, since most of the old people of the past generation have gone leaving 
us without any clues of the past. Nothing has been written and passed down throughout 
the ages. Therefore whatever fragments of some evidence that we have must be 
preserved and conserved for the future generations to come. 
 

 
Practice Exercise 4 
1. What is meant by the distant past? 

2. What is meant by Melanesian development? 

3. What were the changes that the first Melanesians had undergone? 

4. Give three factors that determined the physical appearance of the first  

    Melanesians. 

5. Give two examples of evidence or proof that show Papua New Guinea’s early  

    History. 

 


