
Introduction to The Gospel and 
Letters of Saint John (part 3 of 4)
The Gospel (cont’d)

But it is important to realise that ‘history’ in 
this context is a very different thing from the 
concept of modern historians. The absorbing 
concern of the evangelist is the meaning of 
those historical events which were at once both 
divine and human, events which were at one and 
the same time both historical and theological; 
events which flowered in time but were rooted 
in eternity. The aim of the evangelist is to make 
his account a faithful one, something which 
he intends should be believed; his theme is a 
supernatural act, carried out in human history 
by Jesus Christ, the Word who became incarnate 
for the salvation of the human race. With this in 
mind, the evangelist has selected his material, 
carefully choosing events which, it seemed to 
him, could be presented symbolically. In this 
way he has deepened their meaning and given 
them unsuspected overtones. The miracles he 
describes are ‘signs’: they not only manifest 
Christ’s glory, they are also symbolic of the 
gifts (the new purification, the living bread, 
light and life) he has brought to the world; 
even non-miraculous events can be presented 
in a way that brings out their spiritual meaning, 
a way that makes them vehicles of the divine 
mysteries (cf. 2:19-21; 9:7; 11:51f; 13:30; 
19:31-37 with notes). John can see spiritual 

depths even in the most material elements of 
history: when Jesus comes, it is as the light of 
the world that he comes: his whole life is a battle 
against darkness; his death is a judgement on the 
entire world; and in him are realized the types 
of the Old Testament – he is the lamb of God, 
1:29, the new Temple, 2:21, the healing serpent 
of Moses, 3:14, the bread of life prefigured 
by manna, 6:35, the perfect shepherd, 10:11, 
the true vine, 15:1, etc. In John’s portrait of 
him Christ is presented as divine but it is a 
portrait filled with the details of Christ’s true 
humanity: it records the Christ of history, but 
Christ as seen in all his depths as saviour of the 
world: John’s symbolism, therefore, does not 
compromise history but presupposes it; for him 
there is no tension between the symbolic and 
the factual: his symbols are the real events of 
history, and his symbolism is inherent in these 
events; his symbolism not only explains the 
inner meaning of these historic events, but to 
John, the privileged witness of the incarnate 
Word, all this symbolism would be useless if 
these events had not taken place.

As for the author of this highly rewarding 
and complex gospel, tradition almost 
unanimously makes him John the apostle, 
the son of Zebedee. Even before 150 A.D. 
the fourth gospel was known and used by 
Ignatius of Antioch, by the author of the 
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be administered from 
5.00pm - 5.20pm on weekdays and Saturday at the confessionals at the baptistery (back of the church). On 
Sunday, it will be available 30 minutes before each mass.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English),
  2.00pm (Cantonese), 4.00pm (English)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am and 5.30pm
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, followed by Mass)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily
Secretariat’s Operating Hours : Mon - CLOSED, Tues to Fri - 9.30am to 6.30pm, Sat & Sun - 9.00am to 1.00pm
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READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year A) Pg 498
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: The good man is a light in the darkness for the upright.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK: MON 10 February 2020 - SAT 15 February 2020
MON: 1 KGS 8:1-7, 9-13, MK 6:53-56 TUE: 21 KGS 8:22-23, 27-30, MK 7:1-13 WED: 1 
KGS 10:1-10, 1 KGS 10:1-10 THU: 1 KGS 11:4-13, MK 7:24-30 FRI: 1 KGS 11:29-32; 12:19, 
MK 7:31-37 SAT: 1 KGS 12:26-32; 13:33-34, MK 8:1-10

9 February 2020 Year AFifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

SPP Columbarium - To all the niche applicants & other persons concerned. The Parish Building 
is closed to the public for extensive renovation works which will include the columbarium. 
For the safety of the public, the columbarium will be closed. Subsequent niche blessings and 
internment of urns will take place on Saturdays (1.00pm to 3.00pm), on appointment basis 
only. For your safety, a maximum of 2 family members will be allowed to witness the niche 
blessing and internment (with the priest and the niche contractor), and will be required to put 
on personal protection gears when they enter the columbarium. 

My P@rish 150 - The Parish is producing a book that showcases the Church’s space, people, 
and priests to celebrate our 150th Anniversary. We encourage everyone to participate in this 
community project. You can be a parishioner or a visitor to our church. My P@rish 150 is a 
book about you, for you, and by you.

There are three themes for the book: space, people and priests. They are open to your 
interpretation and definition.
Here are some prompts to help you in your story-telling:
What is your favourite spot in the church — does it inspire or comfort you?
What is your funniest experience within SPP?
Did a priest leave a deep or even life-changing impression on you?

Be free in the way you would like to share your story! Entries may be submitted in the following 
forms: prose, poems, paintings, photos, illustration, or song. Detailed specifications, more 
information and additional prompts may be found at https://www.spp150.com/1st-project
Please submit all entries to myparishspp150@gmail.com. When submitting your entry, please 
include your name, age, gender, handphone number and your email address. Please also include 
the year in which you started to attend mass in SPP. Please submit your article soon.



probably by Clement of Rome, which makes 
it clear that the work was already considered 
to have apostolic authority. The first explicit 
testimony is that of Irenaeus, c. 180: ‘Last 
of all John, too, the disciple of the Lord who 
leant against his breast, himself brought 
out a gospel while he was in Ephesus’. At 
about the same time, Clement of Alexandria, 
Tertullian and the Muratorian Canon 
expressly attribute the fourth gospel to John 
the apostle, though this authorship was 
denied in about 200 A.D. by some opponents 
of the Montanists. These last had used the 
fourth gospel to bolster their doctrine of 
the Spirit, and their opponents’ reaction, 
prompted by theological considerations, had 
no supporting evidence from tradition.

The evidence for its Johannine authorship is 
confirmed by the gospel itself which claims to 
be the work of an eye-witness, a beloved disciple 
of the Lord. Its vocabulary and style betray 
its semitic origin; it is familiar with Jewish 
customs and with the topography of Palestine 
at the time of Christ; its author is apparently a 
close friend of Peter, 13:23f; 18:15; 20:3-10; 
21:20-23, as John the apostle was, according 
to Luke, Lk 22:8; Ac 3:1-4; 4:13, 19; 8:14; and 
its silence with regard to the sons of Zebedee is 
best explained on the hypothesis that one of the 
two wrote it. There is no doubt that ‘the disciple 
Jesus loved … who wrote these things’, 21:24, 
is the one who, with Peter and James, enjoyed 
Christ’s closest friendship, Mk 5:37; 9:2; 13:3; 
14:33. One objection which has been urged is 
that there is some evidence for this apostle’s 
martyrdom at a date anterior to the writing of 
the gospel. It cannot be denied that an ancient 
tradition of John’s martyrdom did exist, but 
there is no proof whatever that it has any 
greater guarantee than the tradition that John 
died at Ephesus in his old age: of the formed 
tradition is preferred, it still gives no hint of the 
date of the martyrdom. In any case, as we saw 
above, the corpus of Johannine traditions was 
certainly in existence at a very early date even 
though the gospel as we have it may well have 
been edited and published later, probably by 
John’s disciples. In such circumstances, John’s 

responsibility for the fourth gospel would 
not be incompatible with the suggestion that 
he was martyred.

The letters

The three letters we have, and which by 
tradition bear John’s name, are so like the 
gospel in style and doctrine that it is difficult 
not to accept the same John as their author. 
For a time the Johannine authorship of the 
second and third letters was in doubt, and traces 
of this uncertainty are to be found in Origen, 
Eusebius of Caesarea and Jerome, while the 
church of Antioch and the Syrian churches in 
general refused for a long time to accept them; 
however, these brief, incidental letters are of no 
doctrinal import, and it is hard to see how they 
could have forced their way into the canon had 
they not in fact come from John.

The third letter was probably written first: 
it is an attempt to settle the dispute on 
jurisdiction which had arisen in one of the 
churches acknowledging John’s authority; 
the second letter was written to another 
church in answer to those who publicly 
denied the reality of the incarnation. The first 
letter however is by far the most important: 
its form is that of an encyclical letter to the 
Christian communities of Asia, threatened 
with disintegration under the impact of the 
early heresies. In this letter John summarises 
the entire content of his religious experience. 
He successively develops the parallel 
themes of light, 1:5f, righteousness, 2:29f, 
love, 4:7-8f, and truth, 5:6f, and then taking 
these as a basis he goes on to show how we 
as children of God must necessarily live the 
life of integrity which, for John, is the only 
thing which fulfils the twin commandments: 
faith in Jesus Christ, the son of God and love 
of the brethren (cf. notes to 1:3,7). Of John’s 
three letters this is the closest to his gospel 
both in style and doctrine; it must have been 
written about the same time, but whether 
before or after is something that cannot now 
be determined.
Source: The Jerusalem Bible, 1966

PARISH NEWS 

ASH WEDNESDAY - 26 Feb ‘20 (Wed) 
7.20am - (Eng), 12.15pm - (Chi), 5.30pm - 
(Eng). There is no Anticipated Mass. 

150TH  ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
DINNER. An unforgettable gala event 150 
years in the making. 28 June 2020 (Sunday), 
Orchard Hotel Singapore. Tables now open for 
sale $2000 / $3000 / $5000 ENQUIRIES AND 
SALES Thresa  96930178, thresatoy@hotmail.
com Joanna 97536863 sng.joanna@gmail.com

ADULT CONFIRMATION 2020 in 
May. Compulsory 3 classes: 29 March, 5 
April & 19 April at 11.00am. Rehearsal: 26 
April @ 12.30pm Closing date: 1 March 
2020 For Enquiry at parish office or email: 
sppccdministry@gmail.com 

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH

EMHC/ WARDENS DAY OF RECOLLEC-
TION - Come away with the Lord! Be still in 
His presence, listen to His voice and bask in His 
infinite love and mercy. Let the Good Shepherd 
refresh your soul, strengthen and guide you 
along the right path this year. 15 Feb ‘20 (Sat) 
from 9:30am - 4.00pm at Catholic Archdiocesan 
Education Centre, 2 Highland Road, S549102. 
Organised by: Office for the New Evangelisa-
tion. For more info/ to register: tinyurl.com/
onedor-15feb
 
LECTORS/ CHOIRS/ SMALL CHRIS-
TIAN COMMUNITIES DAY OF RECOL-
LECTION - In this day of recollection, spend 
time in prayer to listen to Him and draw strength 
from the Lord. Let Him restore you and be your 
guide in this year.. 29 Feb ‘20 (Sat) from 9:30am 
- 4.00pm at Catholic Archdiocesan Education 

Centre, 2 Highland Road, S549102. Organised 
by: Office for the New Evangelisation. For more 
info/ to register: tinyurl.com/onedor-29feb

MAKE YOUR MARRIAGE A PRIORITY! 
“Marriage is a project to be worked on together 
... and a process of growth.” - Pope Francis 
(Amoris Laetitia, no. 218, 221). Good marriages 
can always be made better.  To deepen and refine 
your couple relationship, sign up for one of the 
upcoming Marriage Encounter Weekends: 21-
23 Feb; 6-8 March; 20-22 March (Mandarin) 
& 1-3 May 2020. Contact David & Clara @ 
96705390 or mewkend@gmail.com 

HAPPY IN MY SKIN (PARENTS’ 
VERSION) Family Life Society presents 
HAPPY IN MY SKIN (Parents’ Version) on 
15 Feb 2020 from 9:00am - 12:30pm. Attend 
and be equipped with a deeper understanding 
of the ‘know hows’ to share gender identity & 
sexuality with children/youth. Register now bit.
ly/himspvb or call 64880278! Only $15 per pax.
 
GOTTMAN SEVEN PRINCIPLES FOR 
MAKING MARRIAGE WORK Family 
Life Society presents GOTTMAN SEVEN 
PRINCIPLES FOR MAKING MARRIAGE 
WORK (Covered in 2 sessions: 22 Feb 2020 
9am to 5pm & 23 Feb 2020 2pm to 5pm). 
A weekend of discovery and learning about 
what it takes to have a great relationship. 
Register now bit.ly/gm7pb or call 64880278. 
Early bird price at $288 per couple. (Register 
before 31 Jan)

CHURCH OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL has Purchased a Gift For You!. Enjoy a free 
subscription to formed.org - an incredible online gateway to the best Catholic resources for 
children and adults! It’s EASY and FREE to Register! Go to sppchurch.formed.org. See that the 
name of Church is stated there. Click “Next”. Enter your name, email address and click “Sign Up”. 
You’re are ready to enjoy You’re ready to enjoy the inspiring and engaging content on FORMED! 
FORMED app is also available for download from Google Play or Apple App Store!

The Archbishop, in consultation with 
his Consultors have decided to suspend 
all Catechism Classes for children 
until 1st March, 2020 in view of the 
Wuhan Coronavirus as precautionary 
measures to protect our children.

NOTE: All SPP150 talks will be cancelled due to the coronavirus alert


