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Welcome to your new Parish Councillors  

Philippa Hope - Full Council, Finance Deputy Chair, Trees 
Firstly can I thank everyone for voting and thank those who voted HOPE during the election.  I have lived in Bluntisham 
since 1999 and previously served on the council 2007-2010, with two years as chair.  I am keen to communicate and work 
with all the residents of Bluntisham to deliver a Parish Council that addresses the issues of all and continues to deliver 
improvements to our local infrastructure, environment and feeling of community.  
Alan Moules – Full Council, Finance Committee 
I have lived in Cambridgeshire since 1989 and moved to Bluntisham in 2000 where I have raised 2 children within a secure 
and friendly village environment.  Now my children have moved on I plan to give something back to the community and as a 
Parish Councillor I can help to maintain and improve what is already a very desirable place to live.  I am a director of a local 
business and enjoy cycling and walking with my wife and dogs around the wonderful countryside of Cambridgeshire. 
Kathy Searle – Full Council, Finance Committee, Hall Management Committee, Planning 
I have been a Parish Councillor for Bluntisham for 22 years and 6 years previously at Colne.  I have been involved in the re-
sighting of the present play area and with the help of a former Parish Councillor the trim trail, both of which are greatly used 
by many children.  I was on the steering group for the 8 years it took for design on various sites to permit where the village 
hall is now sited.  We were unable to get a grant from the lottery despite trying 3 times.  The parishioners voted to go ahead 
with the build and borrowing money from the Public Works Board Loan.  This is a wonderful facility which is well used by all 
ages, groups and businesses and I am incredibly proud of.  The affordable house scheme, which at present has 2 possible 
sites, is needed in the village and I will support this, whichever site comes to fruition.  I have been involved with the PTA 
whilst my children were at St Helens and currently work as a lunch time supervisor at the school, which I have done for a 
number of years. 
Frank Hudson – Full Council, Allotment Committee, Footpaths, Feoffees Charity Rep, Tree warden 
I have lived in the village since I was 12 months old and have been a Parish Councillor for the last 7 years.  I am responsible 
for the allotments, tree warden, right-of-way footpaths together with all the hedges throughout the village and The Tony 
Rowell Orchard.  I have recently been involved in liaising with the contractors working for the County Council regarding the 
construction of the foot/cycle pathway through to St Ives via Needingworth.  I enjoy doing all of these things for the village. 
Margaret Lumb – Full Council (Chairman), Highway Warden, Hanson Liaison Representative, Road Safety 
Committee, HCV Forum & ENVAR liaison 
I moved to Bluntisham in 1976 with my husband. We were founder members of Neighbourhood Watch.  I set up, with two 
others, the first Rainbow Guide Group in the area.  I remained "Greenfinch" for 16 years.  After my husband died in 2007 
I was approached to join the Parish Council as he had been a member for 7 years.  I also joined the Royal British Legion 
local branch & have been a poppy collector for over 20 years.  I represent the Parish Council on Hanson Quarry & ENVAR 
Liaison committees.  I am currently Chairman of the St. Ives Area Road Safety committee.  Two & a half years ago I took on 
the role of Parish Highway Warden & regularly have a walkabout with the Highway Officer looking at the roadways & 
footpaths. A few years ago a group of villages formed the Heavy Commercial Vehicles Forum & we aim to reduce these 
vehicles using our roads when not delivering to the villages.  We have had some success & there is now better signposting 
of Strategic Lorry Routes.  I have just retired from being a lunchtime supervisor at St. Helen's School after 25 years.  I served 
on the Playgroup committee when my children attended & did a year as Chairman.  I have enjoyed my involvement with the 
village since moving here. 
Gary James – Full Council, Finance Committee, Hall Management Committee, Allotments Committee 
I am very pleased to have been re-elected back onto the Parish Council and retain my position as longest serving 
Councillor.  I am looking forward to a busy next four years.  I am a member of the above committees for the next 12 
months.  In addition to this I will be looking into the possibility of bringing “Timebanking” into the village and the feasibility of 
preparing a Development Plan for Bluntisham.  I will also be getting into training to use the new foot/cycle path to 
Needingworth when it is completed. 
Rob Gore – Full Council, Finance Committee (Treasurer)  
My name is Rob Gore.  I have lived in Bluntisham since August 1999 with my wife Michelle, and our three daughters have 
lived here all their lives.  I stood as a councilor in May because I wanted to preserve all that is good about this wonderful 
village for my family and the many others who live in or visit Bluntisham. 
I believe that it is easier to influence things from the inside rather than the outside and I want to ensure that the people of 
Bluntisham have a voice on the council.  I want to actively encourage others to voice their opinions and views and I can 
assure you that I am here to make sure your views are heard. 
There are many things to do, and many hands make light work, so please do get involved with the council and any other 
working parties or groups, old and new, to make Bluntisham continue to be the place we all want it to be. 
I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at our future council meetings. 
Ian Shepherd – Full Council 
My wife and I have lived in the village for almost 10 years now, and like everyone else, we love it! We've made so many 
great friends, our kids love the school and it's a lovely place to live. I run an online business and am looking forward to using 
some of that experience in the council to help get as many people in the village involved as possible. 
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Chairman’s Report 
 

Dear Residents 
I would like to thank everyone for your support during the recent election.  The village turn out of 74% showed such great 
support and we would like to encourage you all to take an active involvement in your parish and invite you to the meetings, to 
view our new website and to become a member of our dedicated facebook page.  If anyone has any difficulties with this then 
please contact our clerk, who will try and help you. 

 
I would like to extend a warm welcome to all new residents of our lovely village & hope that they will enjoy living here as 
much as I do. Please feel free to attend a Council meeting, held on the first Monday of each month at 8pm in the Village Hall, 
unless there is a bank holiday when it will be the second Monday. Attending these meetings will show you that we discuss 
agenda items openly, are transparent & do not hide anything. We encourage residents to air concerns or make comments in 
the Open Forum before the full meeting so the council can address these issues. Councillors & the clerk are also happy to be 
contacted between meetings. If we can sort out a problem we will but if not we will advise you who to contact directly.  

 
From PS. Street's item you will see that we are a low crime village & we hope to keep it that way. Due to Jonathan Clark & 
his helpers the annual litter pick has made our village look good & some residents now pick up litter as they see it.  Please try 
to sweep gravel which has strayed from your drive back from the footpath as car windscreens have been smashed by stray 
stones in some areas of the village.  Please also remember that overhanging hedges & shrubs can obstruct footpaths, and 
ensure that motorised scooters, wheelchairs & pushchairs have free passage & are not forced into the road.  

 
I hope we shall have some good weather this summer so we can all enjoy the great outdoors whether gardening, walking or 
socialising. The new cycle path/footway should be finished by the end of the year so it will be possible to cycle or walk to the 
RSPB nature reserve accessed from Needingworth to enjoy the tranquillity & bird watching.  Whatever you choose to do this 
summer, enjoy it. 

Mrs Margaret Lumb – Chairman Bluntisham Parish Council  

 

Village Updates 

Mike Francis – Full Council (Vice Chairman), Footpaths, Hall Management Committee 
I moved to Bluntisham with my wife Elisabeth in 2001 having lived in the area since 1974.  In 2014 I was elected District 
Councillor for the Earith Ward and at HDC sit on the Social Well-being Oversight and Scrutiny Panel. I have recently been 
appointed Chairman of the Corporate Governance Panel for HDC. 
Working from home I provide custom designed electronics hardware and software for wildlife and conservation projects in the 
UK and overseas.  Bluntisham is a lovely place to live and I want to do my best, working with the residents, to make sure it 
stays this way. Thanks to everyone who supported the recent Parish Council election. We now have for the first time in many 
years a full member elected council combining the experience of long standing members with the ideas and enthusiasm of 
the seven new members. 
Mark Berg – Full Council, Hall Management Committee, Planning 
Thank you to everyone who voted for me at the recent election. I’m a Civil Engineer and I've lived in Bluntisham for the past 
14 years (prior to that in St Ives) and my wife's family currently has three generations living in the village. In the past, I have 
been an active member of FOSH when my children were at the school, working at the Party in the Park for many years 
along with the many other volunteers. Having enjoyed everything Bluntisham has to offer, both with and without my 
children, being elected onto the Parish Council allows me to give something back to a place that I love and can proudly call 
home! 
Anne Parsons – Full Council, Finance Committee, Hall Management Committee 
I moved to Bluntisham in 1999 having previously lived in St Ives since 1965, so I nearly qualify as a local!  I enjoyed helping 
with the Bluntisham Junior Football Club in the early days, bacon sandwiches on Saturday mornings in the Old Village Hall 
– great fun!  Now I want to work as part of the Parish Council to ensure that Bluntisham is a safe, friendly, pleasant place to 
live and that improvements continue to be made despite all round cuts to budgets. 

THANK YOU – a huge thank you goes out to the 74% of people who made the effort to vote on 7
th
 May.  The new Parish 

Council is keen to hear your views and would like to meet as many of you as possible which is why we have arranged a 
meet and greet session on 12 September from 10 – 12pm in the Village Hall. This will be an informal session, which will 
allow you to raise issues, concerns and perhaps new projects that you would like to the council to consider.  We have asked 
other village organisations to join us, we will send a reminder nearer the date, but we hope that you can join us.  If you can’t 
make this session you can always pass your comments or suggestions onto any one of the councillors or directly to the 
clerk, who will share your comments at the next meeting.  Alternatively you can come along to any one of our monthly 
meetings.  The open forum is designed for you to have your say on anything.  You don’t have to stay for the whole meeting 
if you prefer not to. 
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Highway Update 

UpdateWarden 

Report from PS Andrew Street - St. Ives and Ramsey Neighbourhood Problem Solving Team 
 
I am pleased to report that calls for service remain low in Bluntisham and surrounding villages.  Since the beginning of April 
there has been very few reported crimes in Bluntisham, the only ones of note are: 
 

 20/5/15 Wood End – Shed broken into, diesel stolen 

 30/5/15 Wood End – Garage broken into – Power tools stolen 

 30/5/15 Attempt made to break into garage, the handle was damaged but nothing was stolen 
 
Throughout the district shed and garage burglaries have remained a concern. Generally these happen overnight and it is 
usually expensive gardening equipment such as petrol powered strimmers that are stolen or good quality power tools. If you 
have any such equipment in your garden sheds or garages please consider investing in a good quality lock in order to keep 
these items more secure. Most of these offences have occurred overnight.  If you do see anything suspicious please report 
it. The general rules of reporting are that if a crime is happening there and then, such as if you see someone breaking in, or 
think that’s what they are doing dial 999. If it is something that has already happened, such as finding you garage broken 
into in the morning dial 101. 

 

Other crimes that are occurring in the area are work vans being broken into and tools stolen. We haven’t had any reported 
in Bluntisham yet but there have been some in nearby villages. Again I would ask for vigilance in this area. Obviously this 
can be a devastating crime for a self-employed tradesman. 
 

 We continue to receive complaints about speeding vehicles in the villages and some of you may have recently seen the 
safety camera van parked in Earith. We will continue to target drivers who disregard road safety and drive at excessive 
speeds through our neighbourhoods. I have ensured that the camera van will be visiting us more often, also officers from 
the St. Ives team and I will be going out with the laser devices around Bluntisham and surrounding villages in order to 
encourage drivers to drive safely.  
 

If any resident wishes to become a member of Neighbourhood Watch please contact Margaret Lumb on 01480 841687. 

 

Your Parish Council has tight budgets – these are monitored on a monthly basis.  Our precept has increased this year 
due to the additional expenditure to retain the village hedges, verges & green spaces mainly.  The budget and accounts are 
available to view on the website and a summary of the accounts is always on display in the village notice boards.  If anyone 
has any queries with the accounts then please contact the clerk who will be happy to answer these. 
Bank Balances at close of business 30.6.15 are as follows: 

 Lloyds £39918.66 

 Lloyds £5077.41 

 Cambs Building society £51561.57  
New Website –We are pleased to be able to share with you our new website.  Please go to: 
www.bluntishamparishcouncil.org and check out the site.  All comments are to be sent to the clerk or to Ian Shepherd.  
Please be advised it is a working progress and isn’t 100% complete at the time of print, however, we feel it is far easier to 
navigate than the old page which is why we want you to use it asap.  If you haven’t already then go to our new facebook 
page and click “like” to be kept up to date with the latest parish information.  Please go to: 
www.facebook.com/bluntishamparishcouncil  
Come and meet us – As previously mentioned, we are holding an open morning at the Village Hall on Saturday 12 
September from 10 – 12pm.  Come and have a chat with one of your parish councillors or find out more about the local 
clubs available in the village.  Young or old there is something for everyone. 
Dog Walk – We would like to thank all those responsible dog owners who are picking up after their dog while using the dog 
walk.  The new dog recreation area is being well used and the new fence is now in place and the grass is being regularly 
mowed.  Unfortunately there is still a problem with picking up on the footpaths and gardens.  If your dog fouls on someone’s 
front garden show some respect and pick it up, you won’t be trespassing purely being courteous.   
Please continue to pick up and to highlight where this doesn’t happen and we will aim to assist in finding the culprit.  
Huntingdonshire District Council will be making random patrols to check for dog fouling and will enforce fines.   
Meeting Walk –We like to keep the verges cut back so you can enjoy this footpath but please don’t spoil this by leaving 
your rubbish along here.  The Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005 (CNEA 2005) gives regulators more 
powers to tackle fly-tipping and the courts the ability to impose tougher penalties.  Fly-tippers can now be fined up to 
£50,000 and/or be given 12 months in prison in magistrates’ courts.  In higher courts fly-tippers can face unlimited fines, 
incur community punishment orders, or be given prison sentences of up to five years. 
Affordable Housing – Accent Nene have confirmed that they are in negotiation with the owner of the site at Station Road, 
Bluntisham as well as Mill Lane and are hopeful to reach a conclusion on the site by the end of July.  Plans will then be 
drawn up and submitted to Huntingdonshire District Council for approval and they aim to be on site in Bluntisham in 2016.  
Bluntisham Parish Council will continue to update you via facebook & the monthly meetings minutes, of the progress of this 
development. 
Mobile Library Service – This service now stops outside 9 Wheatley Crescent on the first Wednesday of every month 
between 11.20 – 11.40am.  Visit: www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/info/20010/libraries for more details. 

Police update 

http://www.bluntishamparishcouncil.org/
http://www.facebook.com/bluntishamparishcouncil
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/info/20010/libraries
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Situated at the edge of the cricket field in the pretty village of Bluntisham.  Our village hall 
offers the ideal setting – whatever the occasion. 
 

 Wedding receptions 

 Children’s/teenage parties 

 Christenings 

 Evening classes 

 Sports events 

 Conferences 

 Business meetings 

 Training days & team building 

Extensive catering facilities and ample car parking. 
  
For more details contact: Tracey Davidson on 01487 740230 or 07725 308115 or email: 
bluntishamvillagehall@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Councillors & their contact details 

 

Mrs Margaret Lumb (Chairman)      01487 841687 
Mrs Kathy Searle                              01487 842293 
Mr Gary James                                 01487 841895 
Mr Frank Hudson                              01487 741290 
Mr Mark Berg   01487 741067 
Mr Mike Francis (Vice Chair) 01487 843108 
Mr Rob Gore   01487 843414 
Mrs Philippa Hope  01487 843365 
Mr Alan Moules   01487 840347 
Mrs Anne Parsons  01487 841052 
Mr Ian Shepherd   07810 798471 
 
Mrs Tracey Davidson (Clerk)            01487 740230 

Village Hall 

CALLING ALL LOCAL SMALL BUSINESSES 

 

 Would you be interested in placing an advert 
in our local village newsletter?   

 

 Printed quarterly and distributed to every 
household in the village (750) + copies in 
local community areas. 

 

 For as little as £15  
 
Contact the Clerk for more details.   

Regular activities in the village hall include: 
 

 Ballroom Dancing (Monday) 

 Aerobics (Tuesday) 

 Fitness Pilates (Tuesday & Saturday) 

 Badminton (Tuesday, Wednesday & Sunday) 

 Rugbtots (Wednesday) 

 Over 60’s (Thursday) 

 BINGO (Thursday alternate with Over 60’s) 

 Zumba (Friday) 

 Cricket (Saturday) 

 Football (Saturday) 

 French Lessons (Tuesday term time only) 

Road Safety Group & Heavy Commercial Vehicle Forum:  
We are continuing to monitor speed & use of mobile 'phones 
while driving. Antisocial behaviour by any vehicle drivers; if 
seen please try to note down the registration number or 
company name of the vehicle & report to police on 101 
 

Speed watch:  
Discussions are taking place to try to form a new team for the 
village although speeding is low in Bluntisham. If you think you 
would like to be part of this team please contact the clerk. 

Help to stay independent, safe and well  

Many of us don’t think about care and support 
until we or someone we know need it, then find 
we are unsure where to find information and how 
to access the support we need.  
 
A new online resource is providing information 
about care and support and wellbeing, including 
information about continuing to live 
independently and safely at home, make life 
easier, get support after a stay in hospital, or find 
out about care home and housing options and 
paying for care and support. You can find out 
more by visiting 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/careandsupport  

 
If you do not have access to the Internet, can’t 
find what you need online, or want more 
information, you can phone 0345 045 5202 or 
visit any Cambridgeshire Library (also known as 
community hubs). 
 

 

mailto:bluntishamvillagehall@gmail.com
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/careandsupport


 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community event – Saturday 15 August “Bluntisham & Colne Celebration to mark the end of 
WW2” 

1 – 5pm at Bluntisham Recreation Ground, Mill Lane, Bluntisham 
 
Old fashioned Sports Day   Lindy hop dancing 
Vintage games & Side stalls   Face painting 
Vintage cars & bikes    Hot food, refreshments & bar 
Vintage hairdressing    RAF Wyton Heritage Centre – “Pathfinder Display” 
Ice Cream & Candyfloss    Make do and Mend 
Arts & Crafts     Dig for Victory 
Children’s plant competition   Cake Baking competition 
WW2 Film     Local Choir 
Fancy dress optional    Quiz 
 
For more detail check out the Bluntisham & Colne Facebook pages or contact the clerk.  If you have an hour or two free to 
volunteer your time please let the clerk know.  Many hands make light work. 

 

Projects  

The 5 year plan has been refreshed and can be viewed on the new website: www.bluntishamparishcouncil.org but here is a 
snapshot of the coming actions for this calendar year: 

 Completion of the new foot/cyclepath between Bluntisham and Needingworth 

 Install new cricket nets to the rear of the village hall.  Plans have been submitted to Huntingdonshire District Council 
and Bluntisham Cricket Club are confident they will be able to secure the funding for this well needed addition to the 
club. 

 A plan to completely replace the Play Park with a sparkly new one, via grant funding. 

 A plan to install a selection of outdoor gym equipment, free for everyone to use, again via grant funding. 

 Investigation into reduction of speed limit along A1123 – although people have expressed a zebra crossing along 
this road to allow a safe crossing to the garage informal discussions have confirmed that the visibility splay isn’t wide 
enough to allow such a crossing.  The Parish Council feel that a speed reduction will make it a safer road and will 
continue to lobby hard to achieve this. 

Come and meet your new 
Councillors & other local 

groups and find out what is 
going on in your village. 

 
Saturday 12 September from 

10am – 12pm 

 

Bluntisham Village Hall 

 

 Cricket club 

 Football club 

 Brownies 

 Scouts 

 Running club 

 WI 

 Meridian singers 

 Over 60’s 

 Brambles 

 Timebanking 
Can’t make this.....................  
 
Don’t worry please speak with 
any one of your councillors at 
any time either via email, phone 
or in person.  Contact details are 
on page 4 of this newsletter. 

Bluntisham Community Fund 
In 2012 the Bluntisham Development Association village charity was closed down 
and in its place the Bluntisham Community Fund was formed.  The Community 
Fund is administered by a committee of trustees who are responsible for the 
financial management of the fund, and meet to consider applications for grant 
funding. 

 

Funds have accumulated over the years from the small profits made at various 
social events held at the village hall.  Rather than profits going to the Parish Council 
it was suggested that we start a community fund which could then be used to further 
projects that the village had shown interest in. A variety of events have been held in 
the past – shopping and craft evenings, Halloween parties, pamper evenings.  One 
of the most successful events was the Royal Wedding Gala in 2011 which made a 
profit of over £400 and enabled our first grant - to the Trim Trail, which was 
subsequently installed next to the play park. 

 

Until recently this was the only grant made as no other applications for funding had 
been received, however a grant of £200 has just been awarded to the Bluntisham 
Allotment and Leisure Gardens Association (BALGA) towards their project to install 
toilet facilities at the Mill Lane allotments.  Although the Community Fund does not 
have a lot of money we do encourage applications, so please remember that the 
fund is there when you have a community project in mind.  

 

Going forward - community events have always received really positive support and 
feedback so we would like to start organising more social events for the village 
again.   

 

The Community Fund should have eight trustees but currently there are just five of 

us.  If you are interested in joining us, have ideas for social events and would like to 
get involved then please contact Sue Morgan on 01487 741361 or email 
sue.morgan54@btinternet.com. 
 

http://www.bluntishamparishcouncil.org/
mailto:sue.morgan54@btinternet.com
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Useful contacts – cut out and keep 

WI – Joy 01487 841371  
Meridian Singers – rachel@solosite.net or www.meridiansingers.org  
Bluntisham Cricket Club – Richard 07831 328225 
Bluntisham Rangers Football Club - Kenny 07976 292189 or James 07866 461038 

Bluntisham Baptist Church –Michelle Gore 01487 843538 or www.bluntishambaptist.org 
Bluntisham Running Club – Emily 07880 975432 
Bluntisham Blasters Football Club – Jaki Davis jaki_davies@btinternet.com 07777688858 
Bluntisham 1

st
 Brownies – Michelle 01487 843414 

Ballroom Dancing – Susan Stopps 07876 130037 
Over 60’s – Denise Young 01487 841893 
BINGO – Mr Roy Larkin 
Bluntisham Social Badminton Club – Helen Gilbert gilbertfam@btinternet.com 01487 841233 
Aerobics, Pilates & Zumba – Tracey Davidson 07725 308115 
Rugbtots –08453133242 
French Lessons – Jeanette Cooney jecooney41@hotmail.com  
Church Street Health Centre, Village Hall, Bluntisham – 01487 208044 
Meridian Benefice Activites for families & young children – Revd Sheila Anthony 01487 740456 
Scouts/Cubs/Beavers – Denise MacMillan ddww@live.co.uk  
HACT Community Transport – 01354 661234 
Electricity 24hr Helpline & Emergencies – 0800 3163105 or 0333 3232105 (for local rate from mobiles) 
Gas 24hr Helpline & Emergencies – 0800 111 999  
Huntingdonshire District Council – 01480 388388 
 

Adverts 

mailto:rachel@solosite.net
http://www.meridiansingers.org/
http://www.bluntishambaptist.org/
mailto:jaki_davies@btinternet.com
mailto:gilbertfam@btinternet.com
mailto:jecooney41@hotmail.com
mailto:ddww@live.co.uk
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GYM 

Local Gym For 

Local People 
 

www.forefrontfitness.co.uk 
Email: info@forefrontfitness.co.uk 

 

Forefront Fitness  
(At the Vibe Studio) Station Road, 

Bluntisham Tel: 01487 841415 

FREE 
INDUCTIONS 

 
OPENING 

HOURS 
 

MON – FRI 
06:30 - 21:00 

 
SAT – SUN 

08:00 -12:00 

 

Get your first 

month free on 

presentation of 

this advert 

Offer valid until 31.07.15 
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Cambridgeshire Crimestoppers Tackling Crime on Your Doorstep 

 

The independent crime-fighting charity Crimestoppers is reminding the residents across Cambridgeshire to be aware 

of doorstep crime during the long days of summer and autumn and to report any suspicious activity. Doorstep 

criminals typically employ a number of ruses to gain the confidence of victims before defrauding or stealing from them. 

They will also target the more vulnerable members of our communities. 

 

Between May 2014 and April 2015 there were over 500 instances of suspected rogue trading reported to 

Cambridgeshire Police. 

 

The most common types of doorstep criminals are those more commonly known as a ‘rogue traders’. These criminals 

masquerade as genuine businesses and set out to deliberately overcharge for unsatisfactory goods or services.  

 

Typical services preferred by rogue traders are driveway maintenance, pressure-washing, gardening, roofing and 

guttering.  

 

Rogue traders rarely offer the statutory 14 day cooling off period applicable for work costing more than £42, often 

insist on large amounts of cash up front and can be intimidating. Once they have found a victim they often return in the 

future under a new guise. 

 

Another group of doorstep criminals are those who trick their way into victims’ houses with the intention of stealing 

any valuables they can find within. These ‘distraction burglars’ often pose as workmen who ask to check something in 

the house and whilst left alone they, or an accomplice, will look for something easy to steal, such as cash, a handbag 

or jewellery. Among the most common of the excuses offered are needed to check the water supply and searching for 

a lost pet or ball. 

 

How to deal with unexpected and unwanted visitors on your doorstep  

 

Remember the following 4 principles: 

LOCK: Ensure you keep exterior doors and windows locked.  

STOP: Before you answer the door, stop and think whether you are expecting anyone.  

CHAIN: Put the door bar or chain on. Look through the spyhole or the window to see who it is. Always keep the bar or 

chain on while you are talking to the person on the doorstep.  

CHECK: Ask for and carefully check the caller’s ID card as all genuine callers will always carry one. If they do not 

have an ID card then do not let them in 

 

Doorstep callers are adept at high pressure sales techniques. They will catch you unawares. They are polite, 

persistent and persuasive and they will rush you to make a decision. Say "No thank you" and then immediately close 

the door. Always get three quotes from recommended traders before you go ahead with home maintenance work. 

 

There are few better crime prevention measures than having good neighbours. If you live close to an elderly or 

vulnerable person you can volunteer to be a Nominated Neighbour. This is an informal Trading Standards scheme 

whereby if a vulnerable person receives an unexpected caller they can immediately direct them to a trusted neighbour. 

Details as to how to set up a scheme can be found at www.tradingstandards.gov.uk/ncwinfo.   

 

Good neighbours can also assist with reporting any suspicious activity in the local community and this is where 

Crimestoppers can assist as it allows the public to report crime or suspicious activity completely anonymously any 

time of the day or night.  

 

If you have any information about crime or criminals, please call Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 

111. No one will ever know who you are. Individuals can also pass on information anonymously via the 

Crimestoppers website at www.crimestoppers-uk.org. 
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