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Mercy Matters

Dear Mercy College Community,

The Catholic Church celebrates the birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary on its traditional �xed date of September 8, nine 
months after the December 8 celebration of her Immaculate Conception as the child of Saints Joachim and Anne. The 
history of Mary’s childhood is not directly recorded in the Bible, but some documents and traditions describing the 
circumstances of her birth are cited by some of the earliest Christians.

Holy Eucharist
The Mass is central to the life of the Catholic Church. The Mass has two parts of equal importance:

1. The Liturgy of the Word which consists of readings, the homily and the prayer of the faithful.
2. The Liturgy of the Eucharist in which we do as Christ commanded us at the Last Supper.

At Mass, we are nourished by the word of God and by the Body and Blood of Christ. In the celebration of the Eucharist, 
the bread and wine become the Body and Blood of Christ. Those who share the Body and Blood of Christ at the Lord’s 
table become the body of Christ that is sent out to bring the love of Christ to others.

Congratulations to the Year Four Primary students who will be receiving the Sacrament of Holy Communion, for the 
�rst time, next weekend. This Sacrament is one of the three Sacraments of Initiation.  Thank you to Fr Sam, Jenny Watts 
– from the OLOM Parish, parents and sta� that have developed and organised the formation procedures for the 
students. 

Mercy Day – Friday, 21 September 2018
Mercy Day developments are progressing well. This year, after much feedback, the fair has gone back to more 
traditional stalls that are organised and run by students and sta�. A $2 donation is required for the day, and then other 
activities, rides and food can be purchased during the fair. Also, thank you to those students who have been preparing 
for Mercy Idol. I wish you the very best, and I’m looking forward to being on the judging panel once again. The winner 
of Mercy Idol also performs at the Mercy College Annual Community Meeting, next term. 

Hail Mary
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee.

Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death.

Amen



Reminder for Semester Two and Term Three Fees for 2018
If  you had elected to pay your fees by semester or term, your fees are now overdue and payable immediately. Parents 
or guardians who have a child in Year Twelve, please note that all fees are due and payable by end of Term Three (21 
September 2018).

If you have any queries or would like to discuss a payment plan, please do not hesitate to contact me on 9247 9262.
 
Mrs Priscilla Shumack | Finance Manager

WHOLE SCHOOL NEWS

K-9 Learning Journeys – Tuesday, 11 September 2018
A Learning Journey is a student centred approach that enables the students to share some of the learning 
opportunities that have been experienced in the College. The journey provides an opportunity for students to 
demonstrate their understanding of the concept or activity. Where necessary, through questioning, further 
explanation about the learning experience is encouraged. Each student will take his/ her parent/guardian or family 
friend on a Learning Journey of selected learning experiences through classrooms/work/activities/displays, and we 
hope to really engage our families. Please see more details through the below link:

https://www.mercy.wa.edu.au/articles/primary-secondary/2018-learning-journeys/

Values
Charged with the ministry of our vision statement, the College is committed to the following 5 core Mercy values:

• Justice
• Compassion
• Dignity
• Service
• Excellence

In order to increase community awareness, banners have now been placed around the College displaying these 
important values. 
Mercy College Spring Music Festival –  6pm Finucane Gymnasium, Mercy College
Tomorrow night is our Spring Music Festival. Thank you to our Music Coordinator, Mrs Jodie Harders, and the music 
tutors, for their dedication and perseverance. Thank you to the students who will be performing, as well as our parents 
who have supported the program all year. 

Royal Commission
The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference and Catholic Religious Australia’s response to the Royal Commission into 
Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse was released on Friday 31 August 2018. Below  is a  link to the recent 
pastoral letter from our Archbishop, the Most Reverend Timothy Costelloe.

https://goo.gl/s8fXVi

Ms Julie Honby | Principal

Commonwealth Bank Teaching Awards
We all know great teachers do more than teach – they inspire curiosity, encourage creativity, help children reach their 
full potential and so much more.

The Commonwealth Bank and Schools Plus are proud to present the 2019 Commonwealth Bank Teaching Awards. 
Now in its third year, the Awards aim to showcase Australia’s great teachers, celebrate their achievements and show 
appreciation for the important work they do.

The Awards are open to all registered teachers and school leaders currently working in any Australian school.

Why should I nominate someone? Great teachers and school leaders deserve recognition. Nominating someone is a 
great way to show your appreciation for their teaching achievements, but doesn’t oblige them to apply. Follow the 
below link to nominate a great teacher you know.

https://www.teachingawards.com.au/



PRIMARY

First Eucharist
It is with great joy that we look forward to celebrating the very beautiful Sacrament of 
First Eucharist with many of our Year Four students.  

First Communion will be celebrated at Our Lady of Mercy church on Saturday 15 
September at 6pm and Sunday 16 September at 9.30am.  We wish all the children every 
blessing on the day and pray that God’s loving care guides them in the ways of making 
good choices and enables them to grow in their relationship with Jesus.  Please keep 
our children and their families in your prayers this week.

Mercy Day
As part of our Mercy day celebrations on the last Friday of term, we will be giving the 
children from Pre-Primary to Year 6 the opportunity to order and pay for a $5 Mercy Day 
Pack which include a Sausage Sizzle, Fairy Floss, Freddo Frog and your choice of a Water, 
Orange Juice, Apple Juice or Apple & Blackcurrant Juice. Please get your money in to your 
class teacher as soon as you can as orders are closing.

One of our most special events as a College community is our Mercy Day Fair, which all students and sta� very much 
look forward to.  The events of the day only happen with a lot of collaboration, generosity and good will and it is 
these for which Mercy is so well known.  Mercy Day is also the main College fundraising event for Mercy Works – the 
many groups which carry out the work of the Mercy sisters.  There will be lots to keep everyone entertained at our 
Mercy Fair this year and students are permitted to bring some money along to spend at the various stalls and 
activities.  More information will be available in the weeks ahead.

Father’s Day Breakfast
Last Thursday saw a wonderful gathering of dads, grandads, uncles, big brothers and other special men who came 
for our Father’s Day Breakfast. Bacon and egg rolls, fresh co�ee and juice were eagerly sampled by over 200 who 
shared the morning before heading to the gym for assembly which was beautifully presented by our fantastic Pre 
Primary students - their very �rst assembly to a captive audience. It was a great morning and it is good to see 
numbers for the breakfast growing each year. We hope all dads, wherever they may be, were spoiled and 
remembered with love on their special day.

Year Six Events
Thank you to Susan Manfredi and Crystal Sharman for facilitating the shared breakfast and high tea for our Year Six 
families this week. The events followed the growth and development program that has been taught this semester 
and were a lovely, informal way for the students to share important information about this stage of growth towards 
adulthood with their parents. Thank you too, to the many sta� who were involved in the activities on these days.

Learning Journey Night
Our much anticipated Learning Journey evening will be held next Tuesday, 11 September from 3.30pm to 6pm. We 
look forward to seeing many families come to share the wonderful learning opportunities and experiences of our 
students. I know that the children will be very proud to share with you the incredible work on display and the many 
activities to enjoy. A sausage sizzle/burger stand and co�ee van will also be available outside the gymnasium for 
anyone looking for a quick and easy treat for tea on the night. Don’t forget to pick up a Quiz Sheet in your child’s class 
and go in the draw to win a great prize!

This year we also invite prospective families to our Open Night. So, if you have family and friends who are 
considering various educational choices for their children, please let them know about this evening. Tours of the 
Primary and Secondary school will be available and can be booked through the school o�ce. A �yer with further 
information will also come home with all students today. We look forward to seeing you on the night.



NIPSSA Spring Carnival
On Thursday, Mercy College competed in the NIPSSA Spring Carnival involving �ve teams playing three sports (Rugby 
League Tag, Badminton and Basketball). 

Our two League Tag teams were terri�c in their respective pools, both winning more games than they lost. Mercy Blue 
�nished 2nd after the round robin series and Mercy White, 3rd. This meant both teams progressed through to the 
quarter-�nals, and of the eight teams making it through, it was just our luck that we were pitted against each other in 
the sudden death playo�. The loser was to be eliminated and the winner through to the semi-�nal. It was a great 
spectacle to see our two teams competing. The game was of a very high standard as both sides refused to let their 
friends get the better of them. In the end, it was Mercy White who prevailed in a tight contest. Unfortunately for the 
White team, they played their grand �nal game too early and in the following semi-�nal, against St Anthony’s, we went 
down by the narrowest of margins. 

 In the Basketball, the boys were brilliant, winning 6 games and drawing 1. Their gameplay and con�dence to share the 
ball showed the bene�ts of many after-school training sessions with Mr Sirolli. They returned to school as the most 
successful team for the day. The girl's basketball team �nished the day with �ve wins and two losses. This was a super 
e�ort from the girls. They thoroughly enjoyed the experience of representing their school and played as a team despite 
the girls all coming from di�erent Year Five and Six classes. 

Our Badminton players were set up in doubles tournaments and each pair played in a set division throughout the day. 
Congratulations to Shonim and Patience who managed to win their division outright on the day. Thank you to Laura 
Silla for her coaching and expertise on the day.  

A good day had by all. Thank you to teachers from Years Four to Six for making adjustments to cater to the program this 
term and on carnival day. 

Mr Leigh Willison | Primary Physical Education Teacher 

Inter House Athletics Carnival
Next Friday, 14 September, we will hold our Athletics Carnival on the school oval. We would love to see as many parents 
as possible come along, cheer our children and add to the atmosphere of the day. A sausage sizzle, drinks stand and 
co�ee van will be available and all funds raised will go towards helping those farmers a�ected by drought. Please note, 
that extended family members are welcome to preorder the sausage sizzle through your child's class teacher. To enable 
su�cient catering, please return the order slip sent home with your child – please check their bag if you don’t have it 
handed to you.



Merit Awards
Congratulations to the following students who have received a Merit Award this week.  We are very proud of your 
achievements and the ways you show the Mercy values of friendship, kindness and consideration for others.  Keep up 
the good work and striving to achieve your goals.  It is wonderful to recognise the big e�ort you have shown.  Well 
done!

Week Seven
Pre-Primary Rho: Judd Moyle, Asiah Calton, Aubrey Hyde
Pre-Primary Chi: Allegra Paolino, Cirius Carmona, Kaycia 
Kayande and Elias O'Brien

Year 1 Rho: Agga Naing and Charlotte Tshongo
Year 1 Chi:  Aaron Tran and William Huynh

Year 2 Rho: Israel Mukendi Kabango and Zoe Le
Year 2 Chi:  Elizabeth D’Castro and Jenny Pham

Year 3 Rho: Alyssa Caruana and Andre D’Vauz
Year 3 Chi: Janice Pham and Saiveer Virdee

Year 4 Rho: Maddie Howard and Hudson Moyle
Year 4 Chi: Kiran Duong and Yasmin Pinto

Year 5 Rho: Akira Le, Ashlee Turner and Julie Le
Year 5 Chi: Henry Bui and John Vu

Year 6 Chi: Chloe Duong and Ashton Marcello

Book Week
The theme for Children’s Book Week this year was Find your Treasure. We celebrated Book Week in the McAuley Library 
by making links to this theme with each of the year groups. Highlights were the launching of the McAuley Free Library 
with the Pre-Primary group, the storytelling session given by performer Andy Wright to the Years One to Four classes, 
the High Tea for the Year Fives and the Long Lunch for the Year Sixes. The photos below best capture the success of 
these activities with the sheer delight expressed on the faces of our Mercy students.

Launch of the McAuley Free Library
As educators, we know literacy transforms lives and with this in mind the McAuley Library, with the help of our 
wonderful Property Services team, has launched a Free Library for students. Our Free Library is stocked with picture 
books, so any student from Kindy to Year 3 who would like to take a book from the ‘post box’ situated outside the 
McAuley Library on the south-east corner, is very welcome to do so. The child may keep the book if they want to or 
re-post it for someone else to enjoy. Sta� members of Mercy College have kindly donated these books.

Mrs Susan O’Mara | Head of Library



Week Eight
Pre-Primary Rho: Khaleesi Meldrum & Kristian Dzal
Pre-Primary Chi: Katherine Nguyen, Lachlan Pearce, 
Ariel Berhane and Priscilla Hlawn Ching

Year 1 Rho: Yayah Jalloh and Xavier Squadrito
Year 1 Chi:  Shyla Reid and Leila Kiiyukia

Year 2 Rho: Mangar Dhieu and Harmony McLeod
Year 2 Chi:  Alyssa Pleitner and Nixon Howard 

Year 3 Rho: Joshua Hlawn Ching and Diana Dawt Hlei Par
Year 3 Chi:  Miranda Ta and Logan Groves

Year 4 Rho: Alannah Huke and Monica Phan
Year 4 Chi: Ahmed Alhamidy and Trieu Ho

Year 5 Rho: Shayla Dunkley, Reaghan Lynch 
and Bridget Tun
Year 5 Chi: Mariarita Ruggieri & Aleah Meyer

Year 6 Rho: Jamie Bilaloski, Emma Ee, Amelia Sallie, 
Ethan Harders
Year 6 Chi: Mayaan Pattaparia and Lara Koios

SECONDARY

Tournament of Minds Regional Final
An intrepid team of explorers come across the remains of a wall. What was its purpose, did it succeed, what impact did 
the wall have? These were just some of the questions answered by our secondary Tournament of Minds superstars on 
Saturday, 25 August at the Regional Finals.

‘Tournament of Minds’ is a problem-solving competition where student teams solve challenges from a choice of 
disciplines. Students are given six weeks to work through a given problem and in this time, must decide on a solution, 
prepare a creative presentation and make all props and costumes from speci�ed materials.

The competition also included the team being given a spontaneous challenge, which involved them receiving an 
unseen challenge, brainstorming ideas and presenting their solution, all in under �ve minutes! Mercy entered two 
secondary teams into the Social Sciences discipline. Both worked exceptionally hard on their presentations and were 
excellent representatives for Mercy, presenting very polished performances on the day, along with fantastic self-made 
props and costumes.

Their storylines ranged from deep sea explorations to relocating to Mars. With creative ideas and slick performances, 
our teams did Mercy proud! Each group received positive and a�rming feedback from the judges, who highlighted the 
excellent aspects of the presentations.

It was a great day and Mercy is looking forward to participatingagain next year.

Ms Natalie Jackson | Tournament of Minds Secondary Facilitator
 

Primary Tournament of Minds
Mercy Primary also entered a team for the �rst time in a few years. The 
students worked hard on the Arts Challenge, producing their own musical 
about Freedom. The students worked extremely hard and really learnt the 
importance of listening to others and working collaboratively during the 
challenge. We are so proud of the 8 students in the primary who participated 
and thank them for all their hard work and their parents for their support.
 
Mr Luke Sirolli | Primary Assistant Principal



Certificate II Applied Fashion Design and 
Technology
This term, the Year Eleven Certi�cate II 
Applied Fashion Design and Technology 
students have been working tirelessly 
designing and producing their garments. 
The Year Elevens were required to use the 
sewing machine, overlocker and other 
technology to create one garment that 
demonstrated a variety of construction 
techniques. The students were then 
required to self-assess their garments using 
an industry standard checklist to ensure �t 
and assembly quality was set to a high 
standard. They did an amazing job and are 
all very proud of the work they have 
produced.

Ms Sophie Luck | Secondary Teacher

2018 AFLW Year Ten
This term Mercy College was proud to have an AFLW football team complete in the ACC Year Ten Carnival.

The team had been training every Friday morning during the cold winter months. Many of the girls had never played 
AFLW before; what they lacked in experienced they made up for in enthusiasm.

The Carnival was a great success for Mercy College. Led by captain Kate Pocsidio, the girls �nished third in their pool to 
only just miss out on quali�cation for the regional �nals. Kate was one of the stand out players across all schools and 
was identi�ed by other coaches for her skills and football smarts. Jasmyn Turner’s day started well as she kicked our 
opening goal. Lily Nguyen’s ferocious attack on the ball and her tackling pressure led to her being named one of our 
best. Vice-Captain Marthaline Gbangaye was another to display outstanding defensive skills across the backline. 
Jasmine Lam, Ku Panpone, Isabelle Pegrum & Mariana Hussein rounded out our best players for the day.

A big thank you to Jaylen Parsons (12FX) for his coaching throughout the term and on game day. Thank you also to Mr 
Ryan Lewis for assistance at training and to Mr Nicholas Brooke for his assistance on game day.

We look forward to continuing to o�er AFLW at Mercy College.

Mr Albert Borrello | AFLW Coach
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