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WAR ZONE PLEA: ”WE WANT FEBC RADIO”
“What kind of programming do 
we need for our new station?” a 
Ukrainian official recently asked 
in the city of Shastya, Ukraine. A 
colonel in this war-torn region 
spoke up. 

“We’re all tired of politics here, 
and another music station will 
not be helpful. We want it to be 
this new station, FEBC radio, 
where they talk about real life - 
the purpose of it - and Jesus.” 

That’s how FEBC’s newest station 
was born in Shastya, where people 
are devastated by the on-going 
military conflict. The turmoil of 
the past 3 years has forced them to 

re-examine their priorities; with 
so much death and destruction in 
their midst, they are desperate, 
looking for hope and a new life. 
Many realize that Jesus might just 
provide that new life.

Listeners Respond Immediately 
Within a week of launching our 
station in Shastya, we heard from 
listeners:

“I’m so glad we have a good, 
thoughtful radio station here. 
Our people lived through hell 
and are still suffering greatly. 
We need some hope and faith 
to survive here, and FEBC is 
providing just that.” 

...continued on page 3 »

FEBC shares the Gospel via radio and other media to a potential listening audience of 3 billion people daily in 105 languages in 49 countries.

FEBC’s broadcasts in Ukraine are reinvigorating listeners with hope and the Good News of Jesus Christ
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FEBC Board Member Robert D. (Bob) 
Erickson passed away on February 
16, 2017 at his home in Illinois. 
Bob served faithfully on FEBC’s 
Board of Directors for over 3 years, 
and sat on the Finance and Audit 
Committee. Bob had a long career 

CHANGED  
LIFE STORY: 
CHOOSING JAIL…IN  
SPITE OF INNOCENCE
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“Thirty years ago I was jailed even though 
I was an innocent man. At first, I wanted 
my relatives to fight the case and get me 
out. While I was in jail, I had a chance 
to study FEBC’s Bible Correspondence 
course. From that study – and from 
letters I wrote and received from FEBC – I 
came to believe in the justice of God. I 
finally asked my relatives to not fight the 
case. I decided to remain in jail, study the 
Bible and see God work it out according 
to His plan. The lawyer who was initially 
hired to represent me died, and all 
the papers regarding my case were 
destroyed. My accuser was not able to 
bring the case to court. I knew I had been 
wrongly accused, but I decided to wait 
on God to be my defense. I was finally 
released; I thank God for changing my 
heart while in prison.”

with ServiceMaster Company, serving 
as both the CFO and Executive Vice-
President during his time there. Bob 
leaves behind his wife, Barbara, 3 
children, and 7 grandchildren. We’re 
grateful for his service to FEBC and his 
heart for the Gospel.

In Remembrance: 
FEBC BOARD MEMBER ROBERT D. (BOB) ERICKSON
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Listeners in Ukraine tune into FEBC through the Internet or their smart phones, as well as radio.

“War Zone Plea: “We Want FEBC Radio” from page 1 » 

“I’m a teacher, and I need to give my fifth-graders 
some encouragement. As I began listening to FEBC, 
I discovered dozens of encouraging, deep, and life-
giving conversations.” 

God on the move in Ukraine
FEBC first began broadcasting into Ukraine by 
shortwave in the 1940s. When the Soviet Union 
collapsed in 1991, we aired programs on local 
stations in Western Ukraine. In 2012, we established 
a station in the eastern city of Slavyansk, which was 
later destroyed during the Russian invasion in 2014, 
the same year that Crimea was annexed. 

Looking back, we could see that God had called us 
here, to establish a presence before the fighting 
began, to minister to people once war broke out. By 
God’s grace and your help, we re-established our 
station in Slavyansk in 2015. 

We also developed a broadcasting center in Kiev. 
And through your ongoing generosity, we launched 
a station in Odessa in early 2017, a major seaport 
city of 1.3 million, and will soon establish stations in 
Nikolaevka and Kramatorsk.

Why Now?
The ongoing war and all its casualties have taken a 
huge toll on the country. People are suffering from 
anxiety and depression and a sense of hopelessness. 
When people are hurting, they’re often open to 
conversations about the meaning of life and the 
reality of a personal God who loves them. From the 
large number of listener responses, we know God is 
clearly at work in the lives of people across Ukraine. 

Network of Stations
We’re encouraged by 
the network of FEBC 
stations throughout the 
country, from major 
cities to smaller towns. 
Listeners, too, are 
developing an awareness 
and confidence in the 
name of FEBC when 
they see our stations on 
the airwaves. 
We also have the support 
of churches in Odessa, 
which has a vibrant 
Christian community. 

Our greatest need now is funding, as well as staff 
who have a vision for reaching those who haven’t 
personally experienced the love of Christ. While many 
Ukrainians have been influenced by the Orthodox 
Church, the message of salvation is new to them. 

When people understand they can pray directly to 
God and have a personal relationship with Christ, 
it’s a game changer. Lives are being transformed 
and God’s Kingdom is growing. 
We’re so grateful for your partnership. It’s through 
your gifts and prayers – and the grace of God – that 
people are hearing the Gospel, finding hope and 
following Jesus. Thank you!

Discover other stories of God at work in Ukraine by visiting FEBC’s 
online videos: febc.org/ukraine.



Born and raised in Ukraine, 
Victor Akhterov knows firsthand 
the heartbreak unfolding in 
this war-torn country, where 
members of FEBC’s team 
lost their lives in the ongoing 
conflict. 
Victor joined FEBC in 1988, 
later becoming program director 
for FEBC Russian Ministries, as 
they opened the first Christian 
radio station in Russia in 1992. 
Victor helped pioneer Christian 
talk radio as the ministry spread 
throughout Russia and Ukraine. 
His emphasis in both countries 
is creating an atmosphere of 
trust and equality with listeners 
through dialogue-driven 

FEBC’S COMMITMENT TO STEWARDSHIP
FEBC is committed to good 
stewardship and oversees the 
resources God provides through 
you with the utmost care. With 
transparency and accountability, 
our board of directors, president 
and staff practice fiduciary 
responsibility that allows us 
to run our US operations 
efficiently. We use great care in 
disbursing funds to our broadcast 
centers around the world.

FEBC is a charter member 
of ECFA, the Evangelical 
Council for Financial 
Accountability, whose 
President, Dan Busby, 

shared the following:
“Far East Broadcasting Company (FEBC) 
was one of ECFA’s charter members in 
1979 and has maintained its accreditation 
all these years. FEBC has demonstrated 

BECOME 
AN FEBC 
AMBASSADOR
Share the impact of FEBC’s 
ministry with your church, 
adult fellowship or Bible 
Study. Become an FEBC 
Ambassador by encouraging 
people you know to pray for 
FEBC’s global radio ministry. 
We’ll provide you with FEBC 
videos, newsletters, Prayer 
Targets, and brochures. 
Inspire your church or friends 
to partner with FEBC to reach 
the unreached with the Good 
News of Jesus Christ.

To learn more, contact Jimmy 
Simpson at 800-523-3480 or 
email jsimpson@febc.org.
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programming. “Talk radio allows 
the listener to feel like they’re on 
the same level as the broadcaster,” 
Victor pointed out. 
“The two goals I’m always 
striving for is to share the 
Gospel and be close to the 
listener. I want them to feel like 
they’re talking to a friend.”
While there are many challenges 
to doing ministry in Ukraine 
and Russia these days, Victor sees 
God providing opportunities 
in unexpected ways. “We’re 
overwhelmed by the doors 
opening up to us in Ukraine,” he 
shared, “and we’re just trying to 
walk through each one to reach 
people with the love of Jesus.”

its faithfulness to ECFA standards, 
including financial oversight, compliance 
with laws, transparency, truthfulness in 
communications and acting in the best 
interest of their donors. The longevity 
of Far East Broadcasting 
Company’s ECFA accreditation 
attests to the seriousness with 
which they use the resources 
God has provided. FEBC is an 
effective worldwide ministry and it is great 
to partner with them.”

Also, two members of FEBC’s 
Board of Directors sit on our 
Finance/Audit Committee, both 
former CFOs. FEBC undergoes 
an annual audit by the nationally 
known and respected auditing 
company, CapinCrouse.
Thank you for your trust in 
FEBC and your partnership in 
reaching others with the Gospel. 

Sign up for our monthly 
Prayer Target & learn how 
you can pray specifically for 
FEBC projects around the 
world. Call 800-523-3480  
to receive the Prayer  
Target in the mail or go to  
febc.org/get-involved/pray 
to view it online.

MEET VICTOR AKHTEROV,  
DIRECTOR OF FEBC-UKRAINE



LENDA’S STORY 
DOESN’T END HERE
In January 2016, FEBC staff member 
Ethan Froelich traveled to Indonesia to 
interview listeners. Here’s one story you 
won’t want to miss:
“Last year, I traveled to Jakarta, 
Indonesia to meet Lenda, a 
woman who had agreed to share 
her story of coming to Christ. 
She had just been admitted to 
the hospital, so I rushed to her 
bedside, where it was 95 degrees 
due to a broken air conditioner. 
“While there, the call to prayer 
from a local mosque was heard 
through the open window. In 
Jakarta, nurses are Muslims, 
doctors are Muslims, and most 
of the patients are Muslims. But 
Lenda isn’t. 

Delivered from Paralysis
“As Lenda told her story, she 
sobbed, clutching her Bible to 
her chest. Lenda had known 
Jesus Christ since she was a child. 
Growing up, she always had 
health problems, and twice she 
became paralyzed. Her parents 
prayed to God for healing and she 
was delivered from her paralysis. 
‘When God healed me, I gave my 
life to Christ,’ she told us.

“When she reached adulthood, 
however, she married a Muslim. 
She thought she could persuade 
him to follow Christ, but the 
opposite happened. ‘My husband 
berated me for my faith,’ Lenda 
shared, ‘and after years of abuse 
divorced me, taking my children.’” 

Delivered from Despair
“Since then, Lenda developed 
other health problems, and was 
hospitalized several times. Alone, 
separated from her husband, her 
children, and all of the people 
she knew, Lenda learned about 
FEBC’s programs, and when 
her pastor gave her a radio, she 
used it to tune into FEBC, which 
encouraged her in her darkest 
hours. Messages reminded her 
of God’s love and gave her the 
strength to carry on. 
“As I looked over at Lenda in 
the hospital bed, I thought 
about all that she had endured: 
divorce, health scares, the 
separation of her family, the loss 
of community—and yet every day 
she listened faithfully to Gospel 
programs and read her Bible. She 
remained firm in her faith. 

“Before we left, I asked if I could 
pray for her. Her eyes lit up 
and she nodded. That was the 
last time I saw her. Since then, 
our Indonesia staff has visited 
her regularly in the hospital, 
encouraging and praying for her. 

Lenda Knew the Truth
“Just days ago, we learned that 
Lenda passed away due to health 
complications; she is now with 
the Lord. I grieve for the loss 
of Lenda but I’m also grateful 
that Lenda knew the truth—she 
had accepted Jesus Christ as her 
personal Savior and is now in His 
presence, full of joy!”
In her final years, Lenda’s faith 
was made stronger through 
FEBC broadcasts and the love 
and attention of FEBC staff who 
befriended her. 
Thank you for your partnership 
that makes these broadcasts 
possible. We know from over 2 
million listener responses a year 
that God is working through 
FEBC to bring people to Christ…
thanks to you! 

Discover other stories of changed 
lives in Indonesia by visiting our 
online videos: febc.org/indonesia. 
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FEBC NEWS For the latest FEBC Video Newscast go to: febc.org/news

PO Box 1, La Mirada, CA 90637-0001 | 800.523.3480 | febc.org
All Scripture references are from the 1984 version of the NIV. 

*Please note — for security reasons — some names have been changed and some photographs are representations  
of actual FEBC listeners.

febc.org/stories

twitter.com/febcusa

facebook.com/febcusa

youtube.com/
fareastbroadcasting

febc.org • (800) 523-3480

Dear Friends,

Recently, a long-time friend of mine, Bob Erickson, went home 
to be with the Lord. Bob’s influence strongly impacted my years 
at Moody Bible Institute, as well as FEBC where he served on the 
Board of Directors. 

As a CFO at ServiceMaster for many years, Bob was extremely 
knowledgeable about finance and he applied his expertise in his 
board service. Bob was an exceptional board member because he 
encouraged us to seek excellence. He always sought to “raise the 
bar,” especially when it came to serving God. 

Raising the bar for God is what we strive to do at FEBC every 
day, because we know that lives depend upon it. And you are very 
much a part of that commitment to excellence, because you give 
sacrificially to honor God and to bring more people into His 
Kingdom.

It’s truly a privilege to serve alongside you. You are wonderful 
stewards of God’s provisions, and for that I’m most grateful. 
Thank you so much!

Until all have heard,

Edward W. Cannon
President and CEO

President Ed Cannon
A Note from Ed

MAKE AN ETERNAL  

I M P A C T
Proclaim the Gospel boldly...
even after you’re gone! 

Learn more about including 
FEBC in your Will. Contact Sandy 
Wilson at 800.523.3480 or by 
email at swilson@febc.org.

“I recently heard your programs and now I 
can’t part with my radio. Your station has 
become my joy and new life.”

Kyrgyz Listener

Bringing the Word of God to the Kyrgyz 
people…thanks to your support!
Ethnic Group: Kyrgyz

Location: Kyrgyzstan

Population: 4.1 million

Main Languages: Kyrgyz 

Prominent Religion: Islam

Christian: .10%

PLEASE PR AY: FEBC’S  
ETHNIC PEOPLE GROUPS


