Worship Resources
1 January 2023
First Sunday after Christmas Day
Matthew 2:13-23
Listen and Respond

Additional Scriptures
Isaiah 63:7-9, Psalm 148, Hebrews 2:10-18 
Doctrine and Covenants 161:1


Welcome
*If you are meeting online or in a hybrid setting, remind the congregation that the Lord’s Supper will be observed, and to have emblems ready if needed.

Call to Worship	
I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, the praiseworthy acts of the Lord, because of all that the Lord has done for us . . . according to the abundance of God’s steadfast love.							-Isaiah 63:7, adapted

Opening Hymn	
	“God of Wonder, God of Thunder”	CCS 18
	Or “God of Grace and God of Laughter”	CCS 100
	Or “Joseph, Kind Joseph”     stanza 1 and refrain	CCS 414

Invocation
Response
	“Listen in the Silence”	sing at least twice				      CCS 153

Prayer for Peace
This first prayer for peace of the new year might be a good time to initiate or verbally reaffirm an accompanying tradition such as lighting a candle or sounding a chime.

Light the Peace Candle.
	
Prayer
Enduring God,

On this first day of a new year our hope for peace is somehow brighter. For years and decades and even centuries, your dream of peace has echoed in the words of people and prophets who have gone before us. We rejoice where we have seen this dream become reality in a life restored, in a family reconciled, in disciples revitalized. Yet your Spirit reminds us that there is no peace in the nightmare of existence in many corners of creation. We cannot do everything, but we can do something. Open our eyes to those suffering nearby. Help us hear the sometimes-silent cries for help. Let our hearts feel compassion for other hearts that are hurting. Awaken us to ways we can share your peace right here, this day, this year.
							Through Jesus Christ, Amen.

	Song of Peace     repeat 3 times	
“One Common Prayer”  	CCS 313
OR “Come and Fill”  	CCS 235

For additional ideas: Find this day’s Prayer for Peace service on the church’s website at www.CofChrist.org. 


Preparation for the Lord’s Supper
Scripture Reading 
Matthew 26:17-30
OR Mark 14:12-26
OR Luke 22:7-39

Communion Remarks

Communion Hymn	
“Spirit of the Living God” repeat twice	CCS 567
OR “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”	CCS 499

Invitation to Communion
All are welcome at Christ’s table. The Lord’s Supper, or Communion is a sacrament in which we remember the life, death, resurrection, and continuing presence of Jesus Christ. In Community of Christ, we also experience Communion as an opportunity to renew our baptismal covenant and to be formed as disciples who live Christ’s mission. Others may have different or added understandings within their faith traditions. We invite all who participate in the Lord’s Supper to do so in the love and peace of Jesus Christ.

Blessing and Serving of the Bread and Wine

For guidelines on the Lord’s Supper, including online participation, see
   www.OurMinistryTools.org

Reading of the Word
Matthew 2:13-23



Focus Moment	
	ROAD SIGNS

Have three road signs ready to show so all can see. Improvise and add to script as 
desired.

 God gave Joseph messages in his dreams and Joseph had to notice and respond. He could have ignored or forgotten about the message, but that would have had serious consequences. 

There are other ways we get messages. Hold up STOP sign 
What is this? . . . . What happens if you ignore it? . . . . 
Hold up DETOUR sign   What is this? . . . . Why is this information useful? Hold up SCENIC BYPASS sign   What is this? . . . . Why would you want to pay attention to this sign?

Paying attention to road signs keeps us safe, helps us plan, and helps us have a more beautiful life. It is same with signs from God like the one Joseph received. It’s up to us to listen and respond to God’s message.

OR POEM: “Questions for Joseph”		read by a young person

Questions for Joseph
When in a dream you heard God’s voice,
Joseph, you made a daring choice.

You heard the words the angel said,
And promptly followed where they led.

Later when Jesus was a lad,
Did you tell him of the trip you had?

How you fled in dark of night,
To keep the family out of sight.

And traveled far to Egypt’s land
To escape fierce Herod’s hand.

In foreign refuge, did you find
Egyptians to be harsh or kind?

Did times of exile plant a seed
Of empathy for those in need?

As Jesus watched you heed God’s call,
Did that help him trust God for all?

God, help us as in Joseph’s day,
To listen and respond – always.
Amen.
			                                         --By Claudia Schooler, used with permission

Ministry of Music or Congregational Hymn	
	“As Joseph Lay in Troubled Sleep”	CCS 439
“Joseph, Son of an Ancient King”	CCS 443

Message	
Based on Matthew 2:13-23

Reflection Music

Disciples’ Generous Response
Statement

The wise men had to travel far and follow a star before they could give their gifts. We follow the call to give generously to God, who continues to guide our journey.

During this time of a Disciples’ Generous Response, we focus on aligning our heart with God’s heart. Our offerings are more than meeting budgets or funding mission. We can tangibly express our gratitude to God through our offerings, who is the giver of all.

The first Sunday of the month focuses the Disciples’ Generous Response on our mission initiative, Abolish Poverty, End Suffering, which includes Oblation ministry.

As we share our mission tithes either by placing money in the plates or through eTithing, use this time to thank God for the many gifts received in life. Our hearts grow aligned with God’s when we gratefully receive and faithfully respond by living Christ’s mission.

Blessing and Receiving of Mission Tithes
Generosity Hymn     to be sung as offering is received	
“We Three Kings of Orient Are”	CCS 438
OR “From a Far-off Land/De tierra lejana venimos”	CCS 440/441
	Encourage participants to sing in a language other than their own.

Closing Hymn 	
“Arise, Your Light Is Come!”	CCS 635
OR “Wise Men Came Journeying” 	CCS 445
OR “Not in Grand Estate”	CCS 444

Benediction

Sending Forth
	Listen, O people of the Restoration – you who would become a prophetic 
people…. Listen to the Voice that speaks from beyond the farthest hills, from the infinite heavens above, and the vast seas below…Listen to the Voice that echoes across the eons of time and yet speaks anew in this moment. Listen to the Voice….				-Doctrine and Covenants 161:1, adapted
Postlude
Sermon Helps
Sermon Helps Year A 
First Sunday after Christmas Day

Matthew 2:13-23

Exploring the Scripture
On this first Sunday after Christmas, we realize that Joseph and Mary’s faith adventure with God is not yet finished. They have been tasked with protecting God’s Son, which is no easy feat. The scripture passage for today takes us on a journey with a divine road map; one filled with adventure and paved with difficulties. Today’s theme reminds us that, as followers of Jesus, we are called to listen to God’s voice.
Matthew 2:13–23 picks up in the middle of a larger story. To set the background for this passage, recall that chapter two begins with the story of Magi, or wise men (important foreigners) who came from the east. Word reached King Herod that wise men were trying to find the child who had been born king of the Jews. King Herod felt threatened by the newborn king and sought to find baby Jesus. The Magi found Jesus and paid him homage.
In today’s passage, an angel visits Joseph in a dream three times, to warn and guide him on the journey. The first visit was after the Magi left, and an angel directed Joseph and his family to flee to Egypt because King Herod wanted to kill Jesus. Jesus and his family stayed in Egypt for awhile, perhaps two years. Throughout the ages before this, whenever tyranny, persecution, or trouble plagued the Jews, they sought refuge in Egypt. Thus, every town in Egypt had a population of Jews. For example, Alexandria alone would have had more than one million Jews then.
Joseph, in fear and needing safety for his family, was led to Egypt, where the family would not only find safety and protection from persecution but a faith community as well. Matthew quotes Hosea here. For Matthew, all these events are a fulfillment of scripture and point to the divinity of Jesus and God as the source of it all.
When Herod died in 4 BCE, Joseph and his family headed to Israel because of an angel's guidance. Along the way, Joseph was visited again in a dream, and warned to be afraid of Archelaus (Herod’s son who became ruler over Judea, where Bethlehem is located) and to not go back to Bethlehem.
Instead, they settled in a new home in Nazareth in the district of Galilee, which had a much kinder ruler. On close observation, one will note that in Matthew (unlike in Luke), Jesus does not return to Nazareth. The Matthew version of Jesus’ birth begins in Bethlehem. For Matthew, the fact the Messiah came from Nazareth was not just mere chance, but a revelation of God spoken of in scripture. This is referenced in verse 23, a citation of scripture that has no source. There is much scholarly debate about which scripture is referenced here.
Joseph is a hero in this story because he listened and obeyed, and therefore fulfilled his divine calling as Jesus’ protector. However, in all this, the real hero is God. Everything is caused by God and points back to God’s leadership. God’s divine purpose was fulfilled because, when God spoke, people responded.
Amid the noise of everyday life, it can be hard to hear God’s voice. There are many “voices” in our lives competing for our attention. It can be difficult to discover which are divinely led. But God wishes to be with us, to dwell with us, and to lead us.
Much like Joseph and Mary, we too, are on a faith adventure with God. As modern-day travelers seeking the Divine, let us seek to discern God’s voice calling and leading us.

Central Ideas
Joseph was given the responsibility to be Jesus’ protector, and was not left alone in this task. God was guiding and leading him.
Joseph listened to God’s voice.
We are called to seek to discern God’s voice.

Questions for the Speaker
What does it mean to listen to God’s voice?
Have there been times in your life when you listened to God’s voice? What was the result?
What is the good news for people in your congregation? What do they most need to hear from the passage this day?


Sacred Space – Small Group Resources

Year A

First Sunday after Christmas

Matthew 2:13–23 NRSV

Gathering
Welcome
The Christmas season lasts 12 days, from Christmas Day to Epiphany on January 6. During this time, we celebrate the hope, joy, love, and peace of Jesus Christ.

Prayer for Peace
Ring a bell or chime three times slowly.
Light the peace candle.

O Lord of all Creation,

We meet you in this sacred time to express the yearning in our hearts for peace.
Enfold each of us with your mantel of great inner calm as we live in an age of confusion. Show us the real and lasting truths of your peace that we may share with others.
There is a great concern that all might be treated with humanity, as individuals; as equals.

Grant that we may choose the best paths to alleviate this suffering.
May we seek out and acknowledge the divine in every creature of your world.
Give us the discerning wisdom to leave open areas in our hearts for our differences.
Teach us tolerance.

Help us to always uphold the image of Jesus Christ, your Son, in whose name we pray. Amen.
		-- Barbara L. Beal

Spiritual Practice
Praying the Psalms
I will read Psalm 139:1–6, 23–24, adapted, pausing after each verse. When I pause, we will say together: “Search me, O God, and know my heart.”

O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
    you discern my thoughts from far away.

All: “Search me, O God, and know my heart.”

You search out my path and my lying down,
    	   and are acquainted with all my ways.
All: “Search me, O God, and know my heart.”

Even before a word is on my tongue,
    O Lord, you know it completely.

All: “Search me, O God, and know my heart.”

You hem me in, behind and before,
    and lay your hand upon me.

All: “Search me, O God, and know my heart.”

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
    it is so high that I cannot attain it.

All: “Search me, O God, and know my heart.”

Search me, O God, and know my heart;
    test me and know my thoughts.
See if there is any wicked way in me,
    and lead me in the way everlasting.

All: “Search me, O God, and know my heart.”
Amen.

Sharing Around the Table
Matthew 2:13–23 NRSV
Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.”
 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. When was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah:
“A voice was heard in Ramah,
    wailing and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
    she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.”
 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.”
On this first Sunday after Christmas, we realize that Joseph and Mary’s faith adventure with God is not yet finished. They have been tasked with protecting God’s Son, which is no easy feat. 
An angel visits Joseph in a dream to warn and guide him on a journey. Joseph, fearful and needing safety for his family, was led to Egypt. When Herod died in 4 BCE, Joseph and his family headed back to Israel in response to another visit from the angel. Along the way, Joseph was visited a third time, and was warned to be afraid of Archelaus (Herod’s son who became ruler over Judea, where Bethlehem is located) and to not go back to Bethlehem.  So instead, they settled in a new home in Nazareth in the district of Galilee, which had a much kinder ruler. 
Joseph is a hero in this story because he listened and obeyed, and therefore fulfilled his divine calling as Jesus’ protector. However, in all this, the real hero is God. Everything is caused by God and points back to God’s leadership. God’s divine purpose was fulfilled because, when God spoke, people responded. 
Amid the noise of everyday life, it can be hard to hear God’s voice. There are many “voices” in our lives competing for our attention. But God wishes to be with us, to dwell with us, and to lead us.  Much like Joseph and Mary, we too, are on a faith adventure with God. As modern-day travelers seeking the Divine, let us seek to discern God’s voice calling and leading us.
Questions
What adventures might lie ahead in your faith journey? How will. You listen to God’s voice as you journey? 
	How do you determine whether you are following God’s voice or the voice of others? 
	How might we benefit by listening to the voice of God in a community of travelers?
NOTE: Ask the children to share their drawings at the close of this group lesson if you are using Thoughts for Children.


Sending
Generosity Statement
Faithful disciples respond to an increasing awareness of the abundant generosity of God by sharing according to the desires of their hearts; not by commandment or constraint.
—Doctrine and Covenants 163:9

The offering basket is available if you would like to support ongoing, small-group ministries as part of your generous response.

God of love and light, in this season of hope, love, and joy, may the peace of your Son, Jesus, be made real in the world. May our hearts, minds, hands, and resources be useful in the cause of bringing your light where there is darkness and your love where there is despair, anger, fear, and suffering. May our offerings be used toward your purposes we pray. Amen.

Invitation to Next Meeting

Closing Hymn
Community of Christ Sings 432, “What Child Is This”

Closing Prayer

Optional Additions Depending on Group
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Thoughts for Children



Prayer for Peace
Ring a bell or chime three times slowly.
Light the peace candle.

O Lord of all Creation,

We meet you in this sacred time to express the yearning in our hearts for peace.
Enfold each of us with your mantel of great inner calm as we live in an age of confusion. Show us the real and lasting truths of your peace that we may share with others.
There is a great concern that all might be treated with humanity, as individuals; as equals.

Grant that we may choose the best paths to alleviate this suffering.
May we seek out and acknowledge the divine in every creature of your world.
Give us the discerning wisdom to leave open areas in our hearts for our differences.
Teach us tolerance.

Help us to always uphold the image of Jesus Christ, your Son, in whose name we pray. Amen.
		-- Barbara L. Beal



Spiritual Practice
Praying the Psalms
I will read Psalm 139:1–6, 23–24, adapted, pausing after each verse. When I pause, we will say together: “Search me, O God, and know my heart.”

O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
    you discern my thoughts from far away.

All: “Search me, O God, and know my heart.”

You search out my path and my lying down,
    and are acquainted with all my ways.

All: “Search me, O God, and know my heart.”

Even before a word is on my tongue,
    O Lord, you know it completely.

All: “Search me, O God, and know my heart.”

You hem me in, behind and before,
    and lay your hand upon me.

All: “Search me, O God, and know my heart.”

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
    it is so high that I cannot attain it.

All: “Search me, O God, and know my heart.”

Search me, O God, and know my heart;
    test me and know my thoughts.
See if there is any wicked way in me,
    and lead me in the way everlasting.

All: “Search me, O God, and know my heart.”
Amen.



Sharing Around the Table
Matthew 2:13–23 NRSV
Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.”
 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. When was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah:
“A voice was heard in Ramah,
    wailing and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
    she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.”
 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.”
On this first Sunday after Christmas, we realize that Joseph and Mary’s faith adventure with God is not yet finished. They have been tasked with protecting God’s Son, which is no easy feat. 
An angel visits Joseph in a dream to warn and guide him on a journey. Joseph, fearful and needing safety for his family, was led to Egypt. When Herod died in 4 BCE, Joseph and his family headed back to Israel in response to another visit from the angel. Along the way, Joseph was visited a third time, and was warned to be afraid of Archelaus (Herod’s son who became ruler over Judea, where Bethlehem is located) and to not go back to Bethlehem.  So instead, they settled in a new home in Nazareth in the district of Galilee, which had a much kinder ruler. 
Joseph is a hero in this story because he listened and obeyed, and therefore fulfilled his divine calling as Jesus’ protector. However, in all this, the real hero is God. Everything is caused by God and points back to God’s leadership. God’s divine purpose was fulfilled because, when God spoke, people responded. 
Amid the noise of everyday life, it can be hard to hear God’s voice. There are many “voices” in our lives competing for our attention. But God wishes to be with us, to dwell with us, and to lead us.  Much like Joseph and Mary, we too, are on a faith adventure with God. As modern-day travelers seeking the Divine, let us seek to discern God’s voice calling and leading us.
Questions
What adventures might lie ahead in your faith journey? How will. You listen to God’s voice as you journey? 
	How do you determine whether you are following God’s voice or the voice of others? 
	How might we benefit by listening to the voice of God in a community of travelers?
NOTE: Ask the children to share their drawings at the close of this group lesson if you are using Thoughts for Children.




















Generosity Statement
Faithful disciples respond to an increasing awareness of the abundant generosity of God by sharing according to the desires of their hearts; not by commandment or constraint.
—Doctrine and Covenants 163:9

The offering basket is available if you would like to support ongoing, small-group ministries as part of your generous response.

God of love and light, in this season of hope, love, and joy, may the peace of your Son, Jesus, be made real in the world. May our hearts, minds, hands, and resources be useful in the cause of bringing your light where there is darkness and your love where there is despair, anger, fear, and suffering. May our offerings be used toward your purposes we pray. Amen.


Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Communion Statement
For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
—1 Corinthians 11:23–26 NRSV
Invitation to Communion
All are welcome at Christ’s table. The Lord’s Supper, or Communion, is a sacrament in which we remember the life, death, resurrection, and continuing presence of Jesus Christ. In Community of Christ, we also experience Communion as an opportunity to renew our baptismal covenant and to be formed as disciples who live Christ’s mission. Others may have different or added understandings within their faith traditions. We invite all who participate in the Lord’s Supper to do so in the love and peace of Jesus Christ.
Let us celebrate the revelation of Christ in the world as we share in Communion as an expression of blessing, healing, peace, and community.
In preparation let’s sing from Community of Christ Sings 532 “We Meet as Friends at Table.”



Thoughts for Children
You will need:
Paper, Crayons™

Ask: 
Have you ever seen an angel in a book or on television?
What do they look like?
Do they all look alike or can they be very, very different?
Have you ever seen one in real life? 
Angels are one way to describe how God interacts with people. 
What are some other ways God interacts, or speaks to people? 
Explain prayer, study, nature, a sense that God is present with us.

 In the Bible we read about an angel visiting Joseph, the earthly father of Jesus. The angel had an important message. The angel warned Joseph that someone wanted to harm the child-Jesus. Because of the angel, Joseph took Jesus to safety and stayed there until the angel came again and told Joseph it was safe to return home. 
Has there been a time where you felt God sharing an important message with you? Affirm the examples and offer guidance as the children respond.
It is important to remember that God speaks to us in many different ways, study, prayer, the Holy Spirit, through nature, or even something like an angel.
Hand out paper and crayons and ask children to draw a picture of the way God speaks to them.
Ask the children to share their drawings at the close of the group lesson.



