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Dates for your Diary  

2nd March Friday Coffee Morning with guest speaker Robyn Annear and the launch of 

our history booklet, “First Five Years” 

International Women’s Day Free Breakfast at Botanic Gardens Tea Rooms 7.30 am – 

9.30 am with Guest Speakers. Thursday 8th March Hosted by Mt Alexander Shire  

New Members Day at Buda Thursday 29th March 2pm – 3.30 pm 

30th March Friday Coffee Morning with guest speaker Dick Mack 

Car Trial Wednesday 30th May (expressions of interest needed) 

Grampians away trip 8th–10th October at Noval House – details April newsletter 

WANTED: Volunteers to be part of a planning group to arrange activities for our 25th 

Anniversary which happens next year. 

    

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part of the festivities.  Christmas Break-up 2011 – Pru Cole with the Photography display. 

John Tungyep entertaining the large gathering, and members listening intently. 

Third Thoughts  

Castlemaine Inc (Est. 1988) 

  



2 

U3A OFFICE DETAILS 
The Office is at the Uniting Church Complex,  

Lyttleton Street, Castlemaine 
Office Hours are: 

Monday to Thursday 1.30 pm – 3.30 pm 
Phone:  5472 2249 

Web Page: www.u3acastlemaine.com 

 

Current 2012 Subscription Fee 
$40.00 + $10.00 for mailing of newsletter if required. 

Members joining after June 30 pay 50% of the 
subscription fee.  

PLEASE INFORM THE OFFICE 

OF ANY CHANGE IN YOUR 

CONTACT DETAILS  

 

Friday Coffee Morning Roster 
Please note changes to rostering 

See page 4 for details 
 

Coffee Mornings are held on the first 

Friday in the month at 10.00 am 

in the Uniting Church Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

Committee Meetings 
are held on the third 

Thursday in the month at 9.30 am 

in the Kindergarten Room,  

at the Uniting Church Complex 

U3A Castlemaine’s information Web Page:  www.u3acastlemaine.com 

President Peter Stephens 5472 3904 u3acastlemainepresident@gmail.com 
Vice-President Beryl Leavesley 5472 3182 u3acastlemainevicepresident@gmail.com 
Secretary Betty Johnson 5472 3834 u3acastlemainesecretary@gmail.com 
Treasurer  Brian Richardson 5423 2526 bprbob@gmail.com    
Newsletter Editor Barbara Bunton 5472 3186 u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com 
Course Co-Ordinator Dick Mack 0411 244 103 u3acastlemainecourses@gmail.com 
Course Administrator Robyn Yeoman 0412 565 559 robyn.yeoman@gmail.com   
Past President Tom Comerford 5470 6230 tomchris@mmnet.com.au 
 
Committee Member Jenny Craig 0400 990 146 jennifer.craig3@bigpond.com 
Committee Member Lyn Hall 5472 2316 lynypoodle@gmail.com 
Committee Member Eva Haarburger 5472 3391 ehaarburger3450@gmail.com 
Committee Member Win Jodell 5472 3792 winj@tpg.com.au 
 
Office Manager George Gray 5472 5334 gngray43@sctelco.net.au  
Network Representative Sally Kaptein 5470 6340 walmer@castlemaine.net.au 
Membership Veronica Hurley 5472 1383 vkhurley@bigpond.com 
Computer Convenor Shane Doyle 5472 4017 shanefromcastlemaine@gmail.com 
 
ACMI  Representative Felicity Say 5472 1841 sayvf@castlemaine.net 
Cake Roster/Raffle Marie Twyford 5474 2739 bobtwy@hotmail.com 
Caterer Jenni Rutherford          0402 776 194 
Coffee Supplies Lyn Hall 5472 2316 lynypoodle@gmail.com 
Celebrations/Tributes Barbara Robinson 5474 2121 arob@mmnet.com.au 
Property Hans Van Gemert 5472 1082 elouera3@bigpond.com   
Trading Table: Marie Twyford/ 5474 2739 bobtwy@hotmail.com 
 Audrey Richardson/ 5472 3867 keithaud@chewton.vicmail.net 
 Harvey Jacka 5470 5079 sharval@dodo.com.au 
 
Webmaster Bruce Carruthers 5472 3900 bruce@keepingitsimple.com.au 
 
 
Office  P.O. Box 792 5472 2249 u3acastlemaine@mmnet.com.au 
Octopus Castlemaine 5472 1147 octopus@mmnet.com. 
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From the President 

I am please to report that our 2012 program commenced with minimal problems.  As usual 

venues caused some problems but Robyn Yeoman has done a terrific job in dealing with 

them.   
 

Robyn's work highlights the wisdom of the Committee decision last year to seek volunteers to 

share two key roles: course development/administration and finance.  I am hopeful that I can 

announce a new Treasurer at our coffee morning; it would be wonderful if I could also 

announce a Finance Assistant.  (Good news, Brian Richardson has volunteered to be our 

Treasurer.) Ed.   

 

I am attending a short course on climate change with Dean Bridgfoot of Mount Alexander 

Sustainability Group and it has given me reason to reflect how lucky we are that members of 

our local community, who are not U3A members, are so generous with their time and 

knowledge.  Three cheers for our honorary members! 

 

Our March coffee morning will be well worth attending as we are launching the memoirs of 

our pioneer members in the form of a booklet “The First Five Years”.  We will be presenting 

copies of the booklet to those pioneer members who are present and mailing copies to those 

who can't attend.  As part of the launch we will be presenting a life membership to Betty 

Henchman who, apart from a long history of volunteering, has been instrumental in 

encouraging and cajoling our pioneers to share and record their memories.  Congratulations 

to the working group who produced the booklet, particularly Val Anderson who undertook 

many hours of word processing and then dealt with the printing. 

 

Continuing our history theme our coffee morning guest presenter, local librarian and author, 

Robyn Annear will be speaking about old Castlemaine. 

 

FEBRUARY COMMITTEE MEETING 

The February meeting was mainly concerned with administration matters, particularly class 

venues, office administration, new member day and possible special events.  Exceptions 

were the awarding of a life membership to Betty Henchman, decisions regarding our 

involvement in Seniors Week and discussion of member suggestions - more details will be 

announced at the coffee morning. 

REMEMBER:  Due to Easter being early this year, there are two Coffee Mornings in March.  

This one, and also the 30th March.  And the volunteer‟s duty register is on page 4 of this 

edition.  

Farewell to Autumn Motoring Tour 

Over the last few years Graeme and Jane Quinn have conducted a car trial during Autumn.  

These events have taken the form of a gentle drive through our beautiful local countryside, 

with some observation questions or limerick composition writing, with prizes, and finishing at a 

nice spot or venue for lunch. 

This year Graeme and Jane have decided to rest on their laurels and have asked me to take up 

the baton for them.  With the high standard set in previous years in mind, I have planned a run 

that will show our area’s fine Autumn colours, take you on roads you may not have travelled 

before and show you a historic home better known in China and Hong Kong than it is in Australia. 

~ Wilson Bunton (Hon. Member) 
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A GREAT PROGRAM PLANNED FOR SENIORS FESTIVAL 

It may seem a long way off but plans for interesting Castlemaine events and activities are already being 

arranged for the Seniors Festival in the second week of October. U3A is actively involved on the Seniors 

Festival Planning Committee, convened by the Shire Council‟s Positive Ageing and Social Inclusion 

Coordinator, Heather Chapman.  Representatives of several seniors‟ organisations are working together on the 

Planning Committee.  

The program is already looking interesting, with a range of activities including a very well known speaker to 

launch the festival in the Art Gallery, concerts, movies, dances and a seniors‟ picnic and come-and-try day in 

the Botanical Gardens. The Committee is hoping that U3A will help to organise art in the gardens at the come-

and-try day, where seniors in the community can participate. There can also be petanque, croquet, ukulele and 

other activities. As for last year, the Shire Council will again sponsor a free return bus trip for a day at the races 

on Seniors Race Day in Bendigo. Last year, 49 seniors enjoyed the day. 

There will also be a short memoir writing competition, with the winners announced and read during Seniors 

Week. We‟ll keep you posted about the Festival through the newsletter and at coffee mornings. 

If your U3A class or activity can make a contribution to Seniors Week, you may be entitled to a small financial 

contribution from the Council. Please contact me if you have any ideas for U3A to contribute to the Seniors 

Festival.                                                                                                    ~ Elizabeth Rider, 5470 5681   

 

COFFEE MORNING CAKE MAKING ROSTER AND TRADING TABLE VOLUNTEERS  

 

Thank you to members who have offered to make a cake for the cake raffle.  I have contacted members for this 

year‟s roster.  If you have volunteered and have not been contacted, thank you – your services are not required 

this year.  Thanks also to the many members who have volunteered to assist with the Trading Table.  Hopefully 

I have contacted you all.  

 CORKS, RING-PULLS AND USED STAMPS  

 

I am trying to down-size: with this in mind, I will not be taking any more corks for the Friends of the Zoo.  There 

is a collection point at Dan Murphy‟s in Bendigo – enter through the front door, turn left and just along near the 

front window are two large containers ready to receive your corks.  Many thanks to the many people who saved 

their corks over the years, particularly for fund-raising for the Guides.  I will still take ring-pulls this year and am 

still in need of used stamps.  Please, either tear the envelope in half or leave a good 2cms around the stamp – 

do not soak the stamps off the envelope.  You will usually find me at the Trading Table.  Many thanks for saving 

these items.                                                                                                                                    ~ Marie Twyford 

 

 

MARCH 2nd COFFEE MORNING VOLUNTEERS 
Barbara Bunton                     Val Case                      Bev Orgill               Sue Spacey     
Judith McKenzie-McHarg      Marion Taubman         Penny Garnett        Bronwyn Stephens     
                  
 

MARCH 30th COFFEE MORNING VOLUNTEERS  
Anne van Gemert      Diana Collier         Pam Collins       Tom Comerford 
Janet Fitzwater      Marianne Heard         Judy Sime       Elizabeth Rider 
 

 
Please wear your name badges at all U3A events and classes so that we can all get to know 

each other as well as having your I.C.E. details on hand should they be needed in an 

emergency. 

 

.Deadline for the April 2012 Newsletter is 3pm Monday 19th March 
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News from “The Office”  

We have recently had a “double booking” at our u3a office, happily resolved without resorting 
to fisticuffs!  This I feel is going to happen again as U3A grows.  (No fisticuffs I promise).  

In an effort to avoid such conflicts, we have provided a booking list in the office.  Any one 
wanting to book the office for a meeting or class or other U3A purpose can call the office in 
advance (office hours are 1.30 – 3.30 Monday to Thursday) and let us know when you 
need the Office and what you intend doing there.  The list is kept on the desk if you are in so 
you can see what the status is, and make a booking there and then. 

I have also put a “calendar” on the door of the equipment cupboard for borrowers to fill in 
when “pre-booking” the equipment.  Please complete the book as usual when you borrow an 
item and if you want the item again at a later date could you please note this on the calendar 
on the front of the cupboard door.  And please remember to return borrowed items promptly 
as others may require their use.  

Hopefully these changes will help reduce double booking of the office and the equipment. 

PLEASE NOTE:  In the past it has been our practice to send out e-mails advising that our 

newsletter is up on the web.  To free up our office chores this will no longer happen.   

The newsletter is usually on the web at least four days before each Coffee Morning for those wishing 

to access Third Thoughts in this way. 

 

From the Course Co-ordinator 

Well, classes are up and running, with only a few hiccups.  With 345 members having put in 1182 

enrolments across 81 courses in 19 venues and 11 private homes, naturally there have been some 

teething troubles but, with plenty of goodwill and patience, almost all were able to be resolved 

satisfactorily. 

The Course Leaders information session was well attended and, judging by the quality of the 
questions and comments, interest was high. 

Course leaders have been asked to pass on the names of attendees who are not on the roll, or 
absentees.  The Committee would like to get more insight into why people leave classes so that 
member‟s needs can better be met in the future. 

I attended one class that was over-enrolled – no ballot required as one class member agreed to 
assist with leading small-group discussion.  The Movies of Merit has over 45 people enrolled, 
although not all are attending, and has broken into small groups for discussion.  The Ukulele class 
has split into two for the time being to ensure adequate individual tuition. 

Robyn & I would like express our thanks to Win, Tom and Sue who have provided considerable 
advice and made our task easier, as well as all those course leaders who have shown flexibility and 
provided feedback on the start of the year. 

The Committee has been going through the Suggestion Box and noted a request for more classes to 
be held in people‟s homes.  This would depend on the generosity of members to make their homes 
available, the size of the class, and adequate liability cover.  There was also a request for a bird-
watching group, so if anyone is interested in leading this activity, please let one of us know.  

Dick Mack, Course Co-ordinator and Robyn Yeoman, Course Administrator 
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U3a Castlemaine is lucky 

enough to have more than 50 

class leaders offering a very 

wide range of courses, 

activities and short courses.  

We managed to catch some 

of them on camera at the 

Class Leaders’ meeting at the 

start of February. 
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Photos on pages 6, 7 and 16 supplied by Elizabeth Rider.  Thank you Elizabeth. 

Page 6  L to R  Pic 1:  Julia Scoglio.  Felicity Say – Aboriginal History.  Eileen Park – Over 80s Luncheon.   Janet Gilmore – Latin 1.   Joe 
Scoglio in the background – Ballet Appreciation. 

                          Pic 2:  Diana Collier – British Literature.  Marion Cooke – Portraits..  Janobai Smith – Electromagnetic Pollution  Issues.  
Annie Wiltshire – Ukulele.   

             Pic 3:  Geoff Walker – Australian History.  Fred van Amelsvoor – Propaganda Techniques.  John Stanistreet – Italian 1.  
Lyn Hall – Basic Computer Skills.  Julian Hollis – Geology of  Change. 

             Pic 4:  =====? =====.  Dot Henshall – Tai Chi, Short Walks, Tai Chi Seated for Arthritis.  =====? ====.  Roz Coffee – 
German 1 and 2.  Tom Comerford – Balkan States 1945-2000. =====?===== 

Page 7   L to R   Pic 1:  Sally Berridge – The Art of Colour.  Peter Morris – Understanding Opera, Wagner’s Ring Cycle.  Denise Jepson – 
Twentieth Century Literature.  Vivienne Robertson – Italian 3.  Shirley Curnow – Friday Garden Group. 

                           Pic 2:   John Waldie – Movies of Merit.  Vivienne Robertson – Italian 3.  John Stanistreet – Italian 1.   Norma Rantell – 
Italian 2. 

             Pic 3:   Christobel Comerford – Human Genetics, an Introduction.  Vic Say – Requiem…and then?, Opera, Occasional 
Series,  Wagner’s Ring Cycle,  Tony Morton – French Language and Literature.  Peggy Munro – Drawing Basic Skills. 

             Pic 4:   Betty Johnson – Basic Computer Skills.  Carole Ingersoll – Bushwalking.  Carol Dorman – Issues of Concern.  
Hans van Gemert – Bridge 

Your Editor does apologise most profusely for those in the pictures whose names I don’t know. 

SUPPORT FOR FELLOW U3A MEMBERS 

Our U3A volunteer support group can assist you in a time of need, particularly if you are living alone 
or unable to call on family members for immediate help.    

The U3A volunteers do not provide services that require professional assistance such as the HACC 
(Home and Community Care) program, nor do we help with showers or medications.  However we 
can help with short-term or one-off needs such as if you have had minor surgery and are temporarily 
unable to drive to a doctors appointment or to the shops or need to have someone with you for a few 
hours.  Even if you just need a friendly chat you can ring one of the people listed below.   

If you need transport please, in the first instance, ring a volunteer who is close to your home and if 
this number is not answering then try any of the other numbers on the list.  If you require regular 
transport to a class please speak with other members of the class or your class leader. 

Keep the list where you can easily find it.  As a volunteer driver please make sure you have a valid 
drivers licence, registered car and comprehensive car insurance. 

Elizabeth Rider  Campbells Creek  5470 5681                 Val Case  Castlemaine  5472 1656 

HarveyJacka  Castlemaine  5470 5079                 Eva Haarburger  Castlemaine  5472 3391 

Susan Mayfair  Castlemaine  5470 5872          Grace McCaughey  Castlemaine  5472 1128    

Sally Kaptein  Castlemaine  5470 6340              Marion Taubman  Castlemaine  5470 5079 

Peggy Munro  Castlemaine  5472 2086                 Janet Fitzwater  Castlemaine  5472 3412 

Mike Smith  Castlemaine   5470 6638                        Dot Henshall  Castlemaine  5472 5108  

John & Beryl Leavesley  Chewton  5472 3182              Carole Ingersoll Harcourt  5474 2372 

If anyone would like to join the volunteer support group or come off the list please contact 
me, Eva Haarburger on 5472 3391 
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Welcome to our 2012 Volunteers 

Welcome everyone to the start of another lively year with U3A Castlemaine. 

There is no doubt we are growing exponentially as more and more courses of 

great interest are offered. We have become quite a big volunteer enterprise and 

the Management Committee is keen to continue to deliver services in a 

professional way. This vibrant organisation relies on member participation. 

A new form was introduced this year 'U3A Volunteer Register 2012'. We have 

had a good response and we now have a clear idea about which of you would 

like to volunteer in particular areas. It is not too late to add your name to one of 

the lists! If you volunteer for something you will be shown the ropes or someone 

will work with you when you begin. Volunteering is rewarding, so if you can 

make a small commitment in time, please give it a try. So far we have: 

Coffee Mornings:   Setting up: 8    Trading Table: 15     Cake baking: 15 

Communications: 5 

Finance: 1 

Governance: 5 

Special Events: 10 

Membership Services: 2 

Course Prospectus/Programme: 1                   ~ Win Jodell 

~ ~ O ~ ~ 

Photos on the cover supplied by Val Anderson.  Thanks Val. 

 

Aboriginal  History        felicity  say   5472 1841  

In our first two sessions the class visited the Ian Potter Gallery exhibition of early Papunya art works 

and discussed the video story of Geoffery Bardon, the teacher at Papunya who was a catalyst in the 

creation of that art work. Using these sessions as a background, our next programs will deal with 

issues and personalities which throw unexpected light on these events; they also challenge both the 

thinking and assumptions of those days – and perhaps even of today? 

MARCH 6th  

To begin with, we'll view a program on Aboriginal kinship systems. While the particular system in the 

film is not from the Western Desert region of our current focus, it provides an excellent view of the 

complexity of Aboriginal peoples' relationships to each other and helps to convey the enormous 

challenge for those Europeans wishing to understand the people they taught and with whom they 

worked, right from the earliest contact. We will look at how this reveals the relationships amongst the 

Papunya artists and beyond. 

MARCH 20th  

One Pound Jimmy, that famous image of an Aborigine on the 2/6d stamp seemed to epitomise in the 

Australian psyche, what the authentic, the "real" aborigine looked like.  But who was One Pound 

Jimmy?  In today's session we'll unravel his fascinating story. Using the kinship system from the 

previous session we will try to place him in a context of Aboriginal relationships. 



10 

Apple  mac - COMPUTER HELP           vic  say   5472 1841 

Mac is back! 

Mac sessions are to continue! Help for U3A Mac users will be available with some changes to course 

details: 

sessions only on the first and third Mondays of each month - 

10am - with a possibility of pre-arranged individual help at 9-30, as the room will not be available to 

us after the class for follow-up discussions or assistance - venue continues to be the Salvation Army 

Hall. 

While Bruce Carruthers deals with his health challenges with all our best wishes for a healthy 

outcome, Damian Kelly has offered to help our U3A class with his computer expertise.  Mike Smith 

will continue his organisational role. 

Damian's background includes teaching Masters degree candidates at university.  Like Bruce he will 

cover general topics of interest and management challenges and try to deal with individual questions 

and topics raised by the class. 

To provide a basis for the sessions, class members are requested to eMail Damian direct with 

general topics of interest they would like dealt with (eg: iPhoto was suggested as an area to survey) 

as well as particular problems they are experiencing. 

 

Newcomers are welcome to join the course. To see the sort of topics covered in the past go to 

our web page.  To go to the U3A web page, type in  u3acastlemaine.com, then click on the green 

panel: "SUBJECTS", go down to the third item on the list and click on  "Computers".  The top item 

which comes up is:  "Apple Mac Computer Help - All year".   PLEASE IGNORE THE RED CLASS 

SUSPENDED NOTICE if it is still there. 

Click on   "Apple Mac Computer Help - All year"   and the class page will come up - again, IGNORE 

THE RED WARNING and see on the left a useful outline of the topics and questions Bruce dealt with 

last year.  Note the invitation: "In 2012 many new topics are expected to be covered, and new ones 

developed from interest shown by class members in particular topics." 

Also: on the left of the page a red "RESOURCES" panel will appear, check out both the "Useful Links" 

and the "Help" pages by clicking on these headings. 

We look forward to sharing the adventure of using our Macs through the year ahead. 

Please contact Mike Smith for details of this course on 5470 6638 or e-mail him on mirue@tpg.com.au 

 

Australian  history                Geoff  Walker  5470 6652 

Our study theme for 2012 is about the History of prominent buildings in Castlemaine.   In February 
Geoff outlined the History of the Presbyterian Church which began as the Congregational Church 
built in 1862, and Arthur presented the story of the Castlemaine Railway Station which had its 
birth, also in 1862.  Both buildings celebrate 150 years of life and activity this year. 
  

In March two more edifices will be scrutinised - on Monday 12th at 2.00pm Ann will tell us about 
another 1862 building, and give us a conducted tour of the Market Building in Mostyn Street, and that 
is where we will meet.   There will be another gathering on Monday 26th March and details will be 
revealed at the first one on Monday 12th, or by calling Geoff on the above 'phone number. 

  

mailto:mirue@tpg.com.au
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BRITISH  LITERATURE                    DIANA  COLLIER   5443 0137 

From   the 9th and 10th centuries  of feudal  society,  invasions by Northmen,  and the wonderfully 
evocative oral  „literature‟, then the later Norman invasions, the languages of England had undergone  
a great many changes and influences,  but Anglo-Saxon (the language of Beowulf), was still the 
language of literature.    Changes had been so significant however that by the 1400s,  it is possible 
for modern readers to understand the lines of Chaucer‟s Canterbury Tales.   Chaucer‟s tales and the 
social diversity of his times  will be the content  for the March sessions.  

Venue:   Uniting Church  Fellowship Room / or beside the Kindergarten Room.                    
Dates:     2nd and 4th Mondays  of each month   [12th & 26th March]  3.00 pm – 4.30 pm 

                                  

Electromagnetic Pollution Issues 

Janobai  Smith    5473 4153 

This short course, held over two sessions, starts again on the 29th of March.  Hopefully the 
presentation, with the aid of an assortment of meters, will bring alive the fields coming off all electrical 
wiring and appliances (such as electric blankets and microwave ovens) through to mobile phones, 
inverters and smart meters.   We‟ll also look at the debate that is currently raging within the scientific 
community as to evidence of adverse health effects.   As a precaution, simple methods for reducing 
exposure will be explored.   Please note the change of venue back to the Fellowship Room 

 

Friday morning garden group 
Shirley  Curnow  5472 1729 

 
The first meeting for the year for our 16 members was a short greeting time and the collecting of 

some activity suggestions.  Then we moved from the UCA Room to the Art Gallery.   Director, Peter 

Perry gave us an outline of the career of Peggy Shaw,  and then we spent an enjoyable time studying 

her collection of garden paintings. 

The next activity will be on Friday 16th March.  Please be in the UCA parking area at 10am.  The 
location for our visit is still being organised but we shall know by Coffee Morning. 
   

~ ~ O ~ ~ 
 

Say Hello and Welcome to these new U3A members 
 

Jeremy Barrett    Maria Dwyer              Cynthia Hardiman 

Jill Harding    Ross Harding       Joan Harris 

Julian Hollis    Alan Isaacs       Pamela Isaacs 

Kenneth Leversha   Sue Mackinnon       Claire McKellar 

Heather Morrison   Colin Officer       Michael Rule 

Beverley Stokes    Angela Sye       Faye Symons  

Keryn Brown    Margaret Wild 
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ISSUES OF CONCERN              CAROLE  DORMAN   5472 4429 

 

We welcomed returning members and a few new faces to Issues this year. The matters discussed 
have been varied, as usual. 
  
A video was found on the internet, by a journalist from the ABC's „The Drum‟, of Lord Monkton 
addressing a group of mining executives and calling for them to set up their own TV channel.  This 
meeting took place in July 2011 and the topic of discussion was how to better capture the Australian 
media to help push a right wing, free market and climate sceptic agenda.  Lord Monkton advised that 
they should present their view in a balanced and fair way "like Fox does".  The video was put on the 
GetUp website.  In light of the video how are we to interpret Gina Rinehart's moves for seats on 
channel 10 and Fairfax media?  
  
The Victorian Government's "Protecting Victoria's Vulnerable Children Inquiry" to look into the 
malfunctioning Dept. of Human Services was presented to the Vic. Government on 27th January 
2012.  It has yet to be released.  How long will it take? 
  
Media convergence is the idea that because of technological progress various types of media, e.g. 
computers, television, radio and newspapers are combining into a single media. The Federal 
Government has asked for an independent inquiry to investigate if the current codes of practice for 
the media will be adequate to cope with rapid developments.  The Friends of the ABC are concerned 
that changes in the codes of practice may result in dumbing down or threatening the ABC's 
independence.  
  
The situation in Syria caused some comment.  Why isn't anything being done?  UN action was vetoed 
by Russia and China because of their interests in Syria.  Turkey are considering of invoking a no-fly 
zone.  Aid agencies offer the only hope to the suffering population. 
  
The latest copy of "Dissent" investigation Serco, an international service company who manages 
Australia's immigration detention centres and prisons. They also manage hospitals and Australian 
defence bases.  Serco are becoming involved in RAAF engineering policy and aircraft maintenance. 
Who will Serco employ to provide expertise in these areas - the best of RAAF personnel or other, 
maybe cheaper, "experts"?  It is worrying that the lines between contractors and decision makers 
may become blurred.  
  
A trade skills shortage in Darwin has resulted in a Migrant Hire Scheme being developed to ease the 
rules for hiring workers from overseas.  A $34bn natural gas project means demand for labour will 
outstrip supply.  Retraining and re-employment opportunities for the recently unemployed in Victoria? 
 
On March 9th Clive Carmichael will speak to Issues of Concern on “The Dreaded Asbestos – What‟s 
The Real Story?” 
 
  

ITALIAN TWO                              NORMA  RANTELL   5472  4125 

 

During the year, particularly in Castlemaine‟s winter, many people head north to thaw.  Usually class 
numbers dwindle somewhat with this exodus.  Therefore I propose to combine a full year course with 
a short course option. 
 
If you wish to “Brush up your Italian”, book in for a one semester course in semester 2, 3 or 4.  You 
will join in with the long course group for the semester and depending upon your prior knowledge, 
either revise or learn along with us.  Ring me, Norma, on the above number if you are interested.  
 
 

Solo group                            Betty  henchman   5472 2139 

Our next get-together will be at the home of Dot Henshall on Saturday 17th March at 12.30 pm. 
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LIFEBALL              ELIZABETH  RIDER   5470 5681 

 

SEASON STARTS 2 APRIL.  NEW U3A PLAYERS INVITED. 
An enjoyable social game for older people to keep fit safely.  Every Monday, 2.30-4 pm, Wesley Hill 
Stadium.  Come and see the game and learn to play.  Please wear non-marking shoes. 
Cost: $3 includes afternoon tea.   
For more information phone Elizabeth (U3A) 5470 5681, Janine (CHIRP physiotherapist) 5479 1000 
or Shelley (fitness trainer) 5470 5010. 
LifeBall is a joint program with U3A, Castlemaine District Health Centre (CHIRP) and is auspiced by 

Castlemaine Community House 
 

MUSIC APPRECIATION                     BRUCE  BAUD   5472  4574 

The morning consisted of an interesting mix of music beginning with a trumpet transcription of 
melodies from Verdi's Opera, 'La Traviata'.  The trumpeter was the great Maurice Andre (1933 - ), his 
initial teaching was by his father, a French miner.  Maurice was also a miner before study with 
Sabarich at the Paris Conservatoire (1951-1953).  He then went on to perform as a soloist with some 
of the worlds top orchestras. 
  
Franz Schubert's Piano Sonata A: D 664 was the next musical item, first composed 1819, revised in 
1825.  The pianist in this recording was the great Alfred Brendall born in Moravia in 1931, settled in 
England in 1974, and was made a Knight of the Empire in 1989.  
 

Next we were in for some rarely played music in the form of Beethoven's Sonata for Piano and Horn, 
Opus 17.  It was composed in 1800 as a Horn Sonata for the virtuoso horn player Giovanni Punto.  At 
this stage Beethoven was not well known.  After the premier of the piece a critic wrote "Who was this 
Beethover?" 
  

Next came a Franz Schubert work for soprano, horn and piano. This piece is not often heard but 
typical Schubert and easy to listen to. 
  
After coffee break we had the well known Mozart Concerto in C Major for Flute and Harp Concerto 
K299, composed in 1788 in Paris.  The work was commissioned by a Duke for his harpist daughter. 
Unfortunately for Mozart the Duke was slow to pay and it took some time for Mozart to receive his 
money. 
  
The morning ended with the Morriston Orpheus Choir formed in 1935 and recognised as one of the 
finest Male Choirs in the world.  We heard a selection of songs including 'Come back to Sorrento' 
 and 'Scarborough Fair'.   A very interesting and varied programme. 

~ Brian Willis 

 

SINGING TOGETHER          RAE  HAWKINS   5472 3446 

 

Choir numbers have increased since last year, so that now, if everyone attends we have a choir of 

twenty seven. 

On the first week we had a very productive discussion that produced some useful suggestions which 

will certainly be acted upon. 

We are currently re-working some of our older songs.  This is necessary as we have seven new 

members.  However, we shall be learning new songs in the future. 

Our main problem at the moment is making sure there are enough copies of the music for everyone, 

so that people do not need to share.  One of the nice things about a choir is that there is always room 

for one more singer.  Why not come along and see if it suits you?  You would be very welcome. 
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OPERA – AN OCCASIONAL EVENING SERIES                            VIC  SAY   5472 1841           

If additional members want to join this group, please contact Vic Say 5472 1841 first because while it is easy to 
add seats for extra people wanting to listen to CDs, there is limited seating for those sessions when we are 
watching a DVD. It was a lovely start to the year with the group who enjoyed Verdi's Louisa MIller and we are 
continuing with the Verdi theme for March:   
 

Friday, March 2:  Nabucco with Tito Gobbi, Elena Suliotis and Carlo Cava conducted by Lamberto Gardelli. 
CD. Set in 587 BC Jerusalem and Babylon, the opera opens with the Jews facing the prospect of being 

defeated by Nabucco (Nebuchadnezzar). 
* Friday, Mar 30: Satyagraha by Philip Glass using ancient Sanskrit texts from the Bhagavad Gita. DVD 

on a changed week of the month to avoid a clash with Good Friday  
 

Recently screened at the Theatre Royal, this opera in three acts focuses on Gandhi's political and spiritual 
journey in South Africa 1893 - 1914.  Act 1 opens with references to ancient mythic Hindu confrontations as 
Gandhi draws a parallel with what is faced in South Africa. The work proceeds through a complex series of 
references to the political trajectory Gandhi takes and the responses it generates.  Minimal sub-titles.  Some 
pre-reading will be important. 
 

NOTE:  See the current Theatre Royal program for changed starting times for Wagner's 
Gotterdammerung, March 3 & 4 and Verdi's Ernani, March 17 & 18. 

The Theatre advises the kitchen will be open both days for Gotterdammerung, estimated session time 6.5 
hours. 

 

  

Requiem and then …?                                                  Vic  say   5472 8141 

We started our year with Saint-Saens' requiem of 1878. Sadly when we listened to a newly acquired recording 
directed by Jean-Marc Cochereau, we were universally disappointed, both with the tempi and the acoustic. We 
then played parts of the recording we have listened to twice in past years, under the direction of Jacques 
Mercier, and ended the afternoon reassured and delighted with this interpretation and the acoustic. 
 
For our second session we went back 250 years to Marcello's requiem of about 1730. Well known and admired 
by Bach, Telemann, Locatelli, Avison and Goethe, and despite the sheer abundance of his works, he has, in our 
time, been rather in the shadows of Vivaldi. 
 
Friday March 2nd -  Francisco Guerrero 1528 - 1599:  Requiem of 1582 
This week we are going 200 years further back again to 1582, when Guerrero revised his requiem of 1566 to 
conform with the 1570 rulings of the Council of Trent under Pius V. 
 
This recording attempts to imagine the Requiem Mass and burial service which might have been celebrated in 
Seville's great cathedral after the composer's death using his own music. Considered the greatest composer in 
Spain during the second half of the sixteenth century, in our time he has been overshadowed by Morales, a 
generation older and by Victoria, Guerrero's junior by some 20 years.  New members are welcome to join the 
group, contact Vic Say 5472 1841. 
 

Friday March 16th -  Mozart a traditional version, composed 70 years after the Marcello. 
 

* Friday March 30th -  Mozart as co-composed by Australian composer Kerry  
(on a changed week of the month to avoid a clash with Good Friday - as this is our monthly coffee 
morning). 
 
Friday April 20th -  Ryu - after a three week break because of the earlier session on March 30: 
composed in 2008 with a very modern sound, it may not be to everybody's taste. it was written for those who 
have built a new future out of the ravages of the Korean War 1950 - 1953. It is scored for soprano soloist and 
chorus with a large orchestra including triple woodwind and brass and extensive percussion. Ryu studied in 
Korea and then with Penderecki to gain a PhD in music from the Krakow Music Academy. 
 
Depending on those who come we may want to listen to a detail, or more, of the work again - or simply go on to 
a very early work and listen to something quite different which is also new to us: Brumel's requiem of about 
1500.  Brumel: 1460-1512 or 13. 
 

* Note change of Friday to avoid a clash with Good Friday 
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Wagner's Ring Cycle                                 Vic  Say   5472 1841 

 
Additional members new to the group are still welcome to join us, beginners new to Wagner 

and lovers of his music all welcome! 
 
Peter Morris, Felicity and I have drafted a proposed program for the year - and it will be confirmed as 
we go - we want to listen to the whole cycle twice this year, once on CD (the Solti) and once on DVD 
(the Met Opera production of Peter Morris'). 
 
We have lots of introductory items for class members to borrow to begin to get to know the cycle and 
also what is planned for the live production of The Ring in Melbourne in 2013.  
 
The class will watch a documentary on the recording of Solti's Ring cycle, "The Golden Ring" and 
another documentary on the mounting of the Adelaide '"Ring".  In addition, we will watch the program 
"Wagner and Women" and again look at his anti-semitic thinking and the complexities of the family 
heritage and their relationship with Hitler and Nazism watching "Wagner‟s Family".  
 

* As we finish late, everyone is requested bring a torch to every session. 
 

* The long works later in the year will require an early start - everyone to bring a contribution for a 
shared meal. 

 
* We aim at having sessions on the third Friday of each month, however there are already variations 

to these plans, see April 27th, below. 
 

Confirmed arrangements: 
 
March, Friday 16 at 7pm Rheingold - CD at Vic & Felicity's 
Those who want to have a libretto should contact me any time up to March 7th in case there is 
photocopying to be done. 
 
Fri 27 April (note: 4th Fri) - Rheingold - DVD at Peter & Barry's 
 

Proposed arrangements: early starting times, venue, date and program to be shared, will be 
confirmed month by month, two months ahead of each session: 

 
Friday 18 May  -  CD Walkure -  Vic  & Felicity's 
 
Friday 15 June -  DVD Walkure -  Peter & Barry's 
 

NOTE:  See the current Theatre Royal program for changed starting times for Wagner's 
Gotterdammerung,  March 3 & 4;  the Theatre advises the kitchen will be open both days for 

Gotterdammerung, estimated session time 6.5 hours. 
 

WORKSHOP WITH A PROFESSIONAL FOR U3A WRITERS 

On Wednesday, 21 March, Lee Koffman, a professional writer and writing teacher, 
will be presenting a workshop for Castlemaine U3A writers on focusing on ‘Memoir to 
Fiction.’  Members who have enrolled for writing classes over the year will have first 
option on the limited number of places for the workshop.  It will run from 11 am – 4 
pm, including lunch, for a cost of $25. 

There may be a few places left. Contact the Class Leader, Craft of Writing - email 

elizabeth.rider4@gmail.com for information and to enrol. 

mailto:elizabeth.rider4@gmail.com
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U3A members are available to work with 

Castlemaine Seniors who want to 

improve their computer skills. 

On Mondays from 9 – 12, the Senior Citizens 

Rooms next to the Library are a hive of 

technological activity.  In a free program 

available for all seniors in the community, U3A 

members David and Judy Sime, Betty Johnson 

and Lyn Hall, who all have good computer 

knowledge, provide patient, individual support 

and advice.  

I went along to learn more about the speeds I 

need from my Broadband to be able to watch 

videos on UTube that family members Email to 

me.  I also want to improve my Skype skills for 

free phone conversations with my daughters and 

grandchildren, who are in Ireland, New Zealand, 

South Africa and Western Australia.  It‟s great to 

be able to see them while we chat.  It doesn‟t 

cost a cent by this method, so this should reduce 

my phone bill considerably!  Why didn‟t I do it 

long ago? 

I only learn by DOING, and this was a great 

opportunity.  I took these photos at the same 

time.   I think it is great community partnership 

for U3A Castlemaine.                  ~ Elizabeth Rider 

 

              

   


