
Sermon 19: Luke 5:12-26: Jesus-The Forgiver of Sins

OUTLINE

His willingness
His authority

INTRODUCTION

If you mention the name Jesus Christ today the first thought in many minds is that Jesus is 
a judge and Christians are judgemental, this however is not the first thought they should 
think.  Yes it is true that one day we will have to stand before Christ and give an account for
every deed done in the body, but there are two comings of Christ, and until that His second 
coming we are to think of Jesus as the one who saves not the one who judges, John 3:17, 
‘ For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him.’  This is the Jesus we meet as we continue in Luke 5:12-
26.  Luke has been showing us who Christ is, that He is the Second Adam, the one with all 
authority to heal and exorcize demons, but chapter 5 is full of a Jesus who saves sinners.  
There is Peter the sinful man who sees himself as unworthy who Christ brings into His 
service, in our section we see Jesus’ compassion and willingness to heal a leper, a picture of
our own sin before God; then we see Jesus demonstrating His authority to forgive sin in the 
healing of the paralytic; and after that there is the calling of Levi, a hated tax collector to be
His disciple.  As we dig into this section we want to note Jesus willingness in His 
engagement with the leper and see the leper as a picture of the sinner before God.  
Secondly, we want to note authority of Jesus to forgive sins and this proven by a miracle in 
the healing of the paralytic.  

There is something else going on in our section to as well.  There is the beginning of the 
conflict between Jesus and the religious leaders.  Jesus heals the leper, tells him to tell no 
one, but it becomes public and Jesus fame grows.  This results in many Pharisees and 
lawyers coming to see what Jesus is doing, v17.  Jesus claims the authority to forgive sins, 
the leaders think He is blaspheming and so the conflict between Christ and the Pharisees 
begins.  

His willingness

V12, ‘While he was in one of the cities, there came a man full of leprosy. And when he saw 
Jesus, he fell on his face and begged him, “Lord, if you will, you can make me clean.”  This 
is the second time that Jesus is seen to engage with a social outcast.  The demon possessed
man would have been a pariah in Israel, the leper too was a social outcast.  Our text begins 
not mentioning any particular city, but that fact that Jesus was in a city on purpose.  Lepers 
were not allowed in walled cities.  Lev. 13:45-46, ‘“The leprous person who has the disease 
shall wear torn clothes and let the hair of his head hang loose, and he shall cover his upper 
lip and cry out, ‘Unclean, unclean.’ 46 He shall remain unclean as long as he has the disease. 
He is unclean. He shall live alone. His dwelling shall be outside the camp.’  Leprosy was not 
limited to what we know as Hansen’s disease today, but was a word that covered a number 
of skin diseased including psoriasis, lupus and ringworm.  Luke as a doctor describes the 
man as ‘full of leprosy’ indicating that this man had Hansen’s disease.  What is leprosy?  
Here is how one commentator answers, ‘Leprosy, or Hansen’s disease, is known from 
ancient writings (c. 600 b.c.) from China, India, and Egypt, and from mummified remains 
from Egypt. It was common enough in Israel to warrant extensive regulation in the Mosaic 
law of those suffering from it and related skin diseases (Lev. 13–14). The disease is caused 



by the bacterium Mycobacterium leprae, discovered by the Norwegian scientist G. H. A. 
Hansen in 1873 (it was the first bacterium to be identified as the cause of a human disease).
The bacterium was communicable (in the early stages of the disease)  through touch and 
breath.
Leprosy attacks the skin, peripheral nerves (especially near the wrists, elbows, and knees), 
and mucus membrane. It forms lesions on the skin, and can disfigure the face by collapsing 
the nose and causing folding of the skin (leading some to call it “lion’s disease” due to the 
resulting lionlike appearance of the face). Contrary to popular belief, leprosy does not eat 
away the flesh. Due to the loss of feeling (especially in the hands and feet), people with the 
disease wear away their extremities and faces unknowingly. The horrible disfigurement 
caused by leprosy made it greatly feared, and caused lepers to be outcasts, cut off from all 
healthy society, for protection.
And God had cursed people by giving them leprosy, such as Gehazi (2 Kings 5:25–27) and 
Uzziah (2 Chron. 26:16–23). Thus, people with this disease were viewed as cursed by God—
a familiar notion in ancient concepts of sin (cf. Job 4:7–9; John 9:1–3). The man likely saw 
his own disease in this way.’ 1

Leprosy is a suitable picture for our sinfulness and the interaction between Jesus and the 
leper is a great picture of how the sinner should come to Christ and how Christ receives 
them.  We see that the leper bowed down before Christ recognizing His authority; he 
begged Him recognizing that He has the power to help him that he is helpless in himself; 
and he believed, there is a measure of faith in his words, ‘Lord, if you will, you can make me
clean.’ Please notice that the leper does not doubt the power of Christ but there is a 
question mark over the willingness of Christ.  This is how we are to come to Christ as 
sinners, you and I are alienated from God, we have an incurable disease we are incapable of
healing ourselves, but Jesus is the one who is Lord who can.  We are to humble ourselves 
before Him, to ask Him for His mercy.  But let me ask you do you believe Him willing to 
cleanse you?  

V13, ‘And Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, “I will; be clean.” And 
immediately the leprosy left him.’  Imagine it, this man who might have been married, who 
has been cast out of his home and life, who has been cut off from all human contact, he has
likely never received a kind human touch for years, only the mocking of children and the 
fearful throwing of stones to drive him off.  And Jesus touches him, the text emphasizes it 
by saying, ‘And Jesus stretched our his hand and touched him.’  But his willingness and 
compassion are seen not only in his actions, but in His words, ‘I will; be clean.’  This man 
who everyone has hated, who everyone turns away from in disgust, this man who is feared 
taunted, Jesus accepts him, Jesus is willing to touch him, Jesus is willing to cleanse him.  
Many have seen themselves like this leper before God, we do some terrible things in our 
lives, we ruin lives, we wreck marriages, we wound children, we split churches, we destroy 
others livelihoods.  We cut with our tongues, we spread lies and slander which follow people
for the rest of their lives, we are malicious and connive to hurt.  Even against God our 
thoughts are angry and disrespectful, critical and unbelieving.  But then you find yourself in 
the same desperate situation like this leper, dare you come to this holy God to forgive you, 
do you believe that He is willing to forgive your sins?  Would He be willing to adopt you, His 
enemy?  Rom. 5:8, ‘but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us.’  There is no greater gift that God can give to prove His love by the gift of His 
Son, there is no greater way to show His love than to give Him for you while you were His 
enemy, He is willing, come to Him and ask Him to cleanse you.

1 MacArthur, J. F., Jr. (2009). Luke 1–5 (pp. 313–314). Chicago: Moody Publishers.
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We see that he is immediately healed, and so it is with our sins.  When you come to God 
and ask for forgiveness, all of the guilt for all of your sins is forgiven, paid in full, 
remembered no more.  

V14, ‘And he charged him to tell no one, but “go and show yourself to the priest, and make 
an offering for your cleansing, as Moses commanded, for a proof to them.”  Jesus tells this 
leper to then go and tell no one, this is likely because He is wanting to avoid the publicity 
that results and the attention of the leaders are drawn to Him and the conflict that will 
results in His death begins.  Instead Jesus tells this man to go and present himself to the 
priests.  The Levitical law required that if your skin disease was gone that you had to go to 
the priest who functioned as a type of doctor and health officer who would examine you and
declare you to be clean so that you could be reintegrated into society.  Jesus has a concern 
that this man would be reunited with his family, that he would be reaccepted into his social 
circles, that he can go back to his job, and do all of this in accordance with the law.  We see
here Christ’s compassion and concern for this man’s life.  The text tells us that this is also to
be a proof or testimony to the priests.  A proof of what?  Probably that the Messiah had 
come.  

V15-16, ‘But now even more the report about him went abroad, and great crowds gathered 
to hear him and to be healed of their infirmities. 16 But he would withdraw to desolate places
and pray.’  This section ends with the publicity Christ hoped to avoid causing Him to be 
hounded by great crowds.  Jesus continued to pursue a pattern of public life empowered by 
private prayer.  A good model for anyone who has any public role for Christ.  

His authority 

V17, ‘ On one of those days, as he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law were 
sitting there, who had come from every village of Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem. 
And the power of the Lord was with him to heal.’  As we continue looking at Jesus as the 
forgiver of sins we see that this brings Him into conflict with the religious leaders.  This is 
the first mention of the Pharisees in Luke’s gospel. The Pharisees were a lay piety 
movement which had sprung up from a group that sought to resist the effects of 
Hellenization in Israel.  It was a holiness movement and it was a movement towards older 
more Jewish values and beliefs.  In many ways they were the theological conservatives of 
the day, their error was in adding to God’s word and stressing observance of the law for 
righteousness.  There were not many of them, Josephus reports there being about 6000 of 
them at the time of Herod the Great, but their influence was great.  The teachers of the law,
or Scribes were side-kicks to the Pharisees they specialized in applying and interpreting the 
law, they are also sometimes called lawyers.  We see that they had come from practically 
every city in Israel because of Jesus reputation.  There they were as critics, and our text 
tells us that the power of God was with Jesus.  God was with Jesus and not with the 
religious critics.  

V18-19, ‘And behold, some men were bringing on a bed a man who was paralyzed, and they
were seeking to bring him in and lay him before Jesus, 19 but finding no way to bring him in,
because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and let him down with his bed through the 
tiles into the midst before Jesus.’  The crowds about Jesus were so thick that the sick that 
were brought to Jesus could not gain access to him.  Then came along a group of friends 
with a paralysed man who creatively went through the roof of the house where Jesus was.  

V20, ‘And when he saw their faith, he said, “Man, your sins are forgiven you.”  Now please 
notice that Jesus sees their faith and does not say you are healed but that you are forgiven. 



Jesus prioritizes the forgiveness of sins not his health.  If you were dying of a deadly disease
which would be more important your sins forgiven or your sickness healed?  Your sins 
because we all have to die and appear before God who will judge us by our works.  If we 
arrive before God without our sins having been wiped out then eternal punishment will be 
the result.  Only those who deny what the Bible says about sin, judgement and hell would 
deny that the forgiveness of sins is less important than healing.  

We must note as well the connection between faith and forgiveness.  Do you want your sins
forgiven?  How do you get it?  Since your sins are so serious God the righteous judge cant 
simply ignore them, since you are sinful and cant perform any perfect act to atone for them 
or cover them over, since you are a perpetual source of sin even when you are making 
attempts to be as good as you can, God has to give us forgiveness freely not by any work, 
performance or gift that we can offer.  Faith is our coming to God with empty hands, looking
to His provision, trusting in His goodness and the sufficiency of what Jesus has done for us 
and asking for His mercy.  Jesus sees the faith of the man and tells him he is forgiven.  

Acts 10:43, ‘To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives
forgiveness of sins through his name.”  Forgiveness of sin is the thing that we need the 
most and the thing we cannot provide for ourselves, but God gives it freely.  Psalm 86:5, 
‘For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, abounding in steadfast love to all who call upon 
you.’  There are various pictures in the OT which demonstrate how God removes our sins 
from us.  In Isaiah 38:17 it says ‘for you have cast all my sins behind your back.’  Is. 43:25 
says, ‘“I, I am he who blots out your transgressions for my own sake, and I will not 
remember your sins.’  Micah 7:19, ‘He will again have compassion on us; he will tread our 
iniquities underfoot. You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.’  Are there sins that 
you need forgiveness then come to God who will cast them behind His back, blot them out, 
cast them into His forgetfulness, tread them under His feet and cast them into the sea.  
Forgiveness always comes at a cost, someone has to bear the expense, someone has to pay
the fine.  God gives His Son in payment that you could freely receive this forgiveness.       

V21, ‘And the scribes and the Pharisees began to question, saying, “Who is this who speaks 
blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?”  The fact that Jesus forgives sins causes
the religious leaders to think that Jesus is blaspheming.  There were three basic ways in 
which one could blaspheme.  If you spoke against God word.  If you spoke against God 
Himself.  Or if you took to yourself certain prerogatives that are God’s.  In other words, 
think of Jesus claiming to work on the Sabbath because the Father does, or claiming that 
before Abraham was I Am, and so on.  It is this third sense in which the Pharisees think that
Jesus is blaspheming, no one can forgive sins except God and Jesus claims to be able to do 
this divine act.  It will be this accusation of blasphemy which will be the final cause for 
Christ’s crucifixion.  

V22-23, ‘When Jesus perceived their thoughts, he answered them, “Why do you question in 
your hearts? 23 Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Rise and 
walk’?’  Jesus knew what they were thinking and put a question to them.  Let us try and 
answer it, which is easier to say, your sin are forgiven or rise and walk?  It is easier to say 
that your sins are forgiven because how do you prove that they have been forgiven, there is
no fireworks display, no physical burden that drops away, the forgiveness of our sins is 
something that happens in God’s mind and changes our relationship to Him, but it does not 
have any physical manifestation.  To say rise and walk would be the harder thing to say 
because if you say it and the person does not rise and walk, well then you are exposed as a 
charlatan.



V24, ‘But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he
said to the man who was paralyzed—“I say to you, rise, pick up your bed and go home.”  
The Pharisees asked the question who is this, Jesus is now going to reveal that He is the 
Son of Man who has authority to forgive sins.  This is the first use of the title Son of Man, it 
sounds like a reference to someone who is human, but it has its roots in the Son of Man in 
Daniel 7:13-14, ‘I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there 
came one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before 
him. And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and
languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass 
away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.’  The Ancient of Days is God and 
the Son of Man is an ambiguous figure who is given the power and worship of God.  It is 
this one who has the authority to exercise God’s prerogatives because He is God.  And as a 
proof of His identity Jesus tells the man to get up and go home.  In order to prove that He 
has this authority, the miracle of healing is the proof that He holds this power.  Sins being 
forgiven is invisible, the healing of a paralytic is not.  His power to heal proves His power to 
forgive.  

The effect was immediate, he was immediately and completely healed, and the people were 
amazed, v25-26, ‘And immediately he rose up before them and picked up what he had been
lying on and went home, glorifying God. 26 And amazement seized them all, and they 
glorified God and were filled with awe, saying, “We have seen extraordinary things today.”   
Here is the Jesus of the Bible, and oh how different from the Jesus thought to be a miserly 
judge who wants nothing more than to catch people in their sins and gleefully throw them 
into Hell.  God is a God who delights to forgive sins, Christ has come so that sins might be 
fully paid for that forgiveness might be freely granted to any who believe in Him.  Do you 
need to come like the leper or the paralyzed man to a Christ who is willing to make you 
clean.  Do not doubt His desire and willingness to forgive.  But maybe you are already a 
believer then here is something I want to leave you with.  Do you have a friend who is 
paralyzed in sin, then be a friend who takes that friend to Christ.          
            

    
    


