
 
 
 
 

Pforzheimer Fellowships in the Harvard Library 

Project Proposal Form 

 
Name of library/archives: Widener Collection Development 

School/Unit: Faculty of Arts  and  Sciences  

Location/address: Widener Library 

Project sponsor/library or unit director: Eliz Kirk and Ardys Kozbial 

Project supervisor(s): Ardys Kozbial 

Contact information for further information or questions: ardys_kozbial@harvard.edu 

Brief background/description of library/archives: 

The Americas, Europe, and Oceania Division (AEOD) of the Harvard College Library is 
focused on support for teaching and research in the general social sciences and 
humanities. In keeping with the geographical division of coverage at Widener Library, 
the AEOD collects humanities and social sciences material in all formats published in 
the following areas:  North America, Latin America and the Caribbean, the United 
Kingdom and Ireland; Oceania, including Australia and New Zealand; Western and 
Northern European nations with Germanic (including Scandinavia) or Romance 
languages (including Romania, Malta and Iberia); all Slavic and Baltic countries 
(including Central and Eastern European countries, Russia, and other former Soviet 
republics) and some additional European nations (Albania, Finland, and Hungary). 
 
The Arthur and Elizabeth Schlesinger Library on the History of Women in America 
documents the lives of women of the past and present for the future and furthers the 
Radcliffe Institute's commitment to women, gender, and society. 

Anticipated outcomes/final product: 

Documentation about this post custodial archives partnership among Widener Library 
(Americas, Europe, Oceania Division), Schlesinger Library, and Archivo Publico do 
Estado do Rio de Janiero (APERJ), including the process for arriving at the MOU, a 

mailto:ardys_kozbial@harvard.edu


framework for processing the collection, a framework for digitization, a framework for 
communication among the partners. 

 
Project description: (Please submit a separate form for each project proposed) 

This is the first time that these three institutions have worked in partnership and we 
believe that the partnership can set a model for other institutions embarking on 
postcustodial archives projects. Postcustodial archives theory is the idea that 
archivists do not physically acquire and maintain records, but rather provide 
management oversight for records that will remain in the custody of the record 
creators. One of the goals of this partnership is to make available through Harvard 
Library digital platforms one of the collections that is in the custody of APERJ.  
For this project, we seek a graduate student who will work In Rio de Janiero with 
APERJ staff to process a collection of papers from its archives. The archival collection 
is called Davida and it traces the arc of Brazil's sex-worker movement from the mid 
1980s-2010. The full scope of the work of the partnership encompasses processing 
the collection, digitizing the collection, and making it available through Harvard 
Library's digital collections platforms. 
Before digitizing the Davida papers, the collection needs archival processing and that 
is the focus for this Pforzheimer Fellowship. We expect the graduate student to hire 
and oversee interns who will process the collection. The graduate student will likely 
contact local institutions other than APERJ to source the interns. The graduate student 
create a framework that ensures good communication among the institutional partners, 
and to act as liaison between the Cambridge partners and the partners in Rio. We 
expect that archivists at APERJ will work with the graduate student to define and 
clarify local archival processing practices. 
This fellowship will provide the graduate student with a manageable project that gives 
an overview of archival processing and new archival methods (postcustodial archival 
theory) while using the student's experience in Portugese and Brazilian culture. 

 


