
SEPTEMBER 26 Diamond in the Sky
Reading: John 4:8-26

“Those who turn many to righteousness will shine like stars forever”
(Dan 12:3)

The Rt. Rev. Samuel Vedanayagam Azariah (1874-1945)
was one of the pioneers of Indian missionary movement
and the Founder of the first two missionary societies of
India of the last century, namely Indian Missionary
Society and National Missionary Society. His most
favourite Bible text was: “Though I preach the gospel, I
have nothing to boast of, for necessity is laid upon me;
yes, woe is me if I preach not the Gospel!” (1 Cor 9:16). It is said that
Bishop Azariah would urge his congregational members to keep their
hands on their heads and shout this text aloud!

As one involved in missions, it is my painful observation that the
number of supporters of missionary work is increasing without an
increase in the number of personal soulwinners. Supporters are
necessary, but think of a Church hall full of only pillars! Both pastors
and mission leaders are responsible for this condition.

Missions are mushrooming and missionaries are multiplying. This
is good, but the entire country cannot be evangelised until every
Christian becomes a soulwinner. This was the secret of success of the
mission of the early Church. Thank God for the several crusade
evangelists He has raised in India these days. Christians should gather
around them to help in their crusades and programmes. But the
evangelist fails in his calling if he fails to scatter his supporters into
the streets to go out-where-the-sinners-are for personal witnessing.
Jesus the Evangelist made His followers fishers of men (Mt 4:19).  “And
He... gave some to be... evangelists... for the equipping of the saints for
the work of the ministry” (Eph 4:11,12). The ministry of every minister
is to make every believer a minister!

In my early twenties, I was attending a “spiritual” church regularly
for nearly two years; but I do not remember to have ever heard the
pastor challenging us even once for soulwinning. There were no training
classes for soulwinners and he never recommended a work-study book
on soulwinning.

God continues to be calling, “Whom shall I send and who will go
for Us?” (Isa 6:8). Christ laments, “The harvest truly is great but the
labourers are few” (Lk 10:2). Dear user of this Daily Devotional, if you
know the joy of personal soulwinning you will never exchange it for
anything. Speak to atleast one person today about Christ and see for
yourself!
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Almighty God,

We worship You as the Shepherd of souls. Thank You for finding me who
was a lost sheep. What a joy it has caused in my heart and in Heaven! Thank
You for sending Your Son into this world to seek and save the lost. Thank You
for the joy of Salvation I’m experiencing abundantly in my heart; help me
share this message of joy to those disappointed with the pleasures of this world.
Thank You, O God, for the peace that has flooded into my heart because of Your
forgiveness of my sins; help me, Lord, to herald this message of reconciliation
everywhere to bring men and women to experience this joyous peace.

Father God, forgive me, for my indifference towards the salvation of others.
I am selfish in enjoying all the blessings of Salvation myself caring the least for
others. Bless me with the compassionate heart of Jesus. My early zeal for
personal soulwinning is lost. I have become too worldly. I am not seeking first
Your Kingdom. I am overoccupied with material needs. I have forgotten the
very purpose of Your Spirit’s anointing on me. Restore unto me, O God, the
passion for souls. Bless me, O God, with tears of intercession for the perishing.
Drive me, O Lord, to rescue the sinking before it becomes too late. Bring me
out of my comfort zone to reach out to those in misery.

Thank You, Father, for Jesus who is the Model Soulwinner. How much
time He spent with Nicodemus at night unmindful of His rest! How much
time He spared for the Samaritan woman at noon unmindful of His hunger!
How much concern He had for Zacchaeus in that He stayed for one day with
him in spite of His busy schedule! Make me like Jesus, O God. Oh how He
won a soul for Paradise even while hanging on the Cross! O what love!

Dear Lord, I come to You for the unsaved in my family, in my neighbourhood,
and in my workspot. Sorry, Lord, my life is not attractive enough to woo them
to You. Forgive me for the contradiction between my belief and my behaviour.
Shine on me so I may shine for You on those in darkness. Help me walk my
talk. Let me never bring dishonour to Your Name among non-Christians.

I pray for our Church. We are too self-centred, Lord. We have forgotten that
we are blessed just to bless others. We are comforted to comfort the comfortless.
Make us like the members of the early Church to become active in neighbour-
hood evangelism so souls may be added to Your Kingdom daily. In the
Name of Jesus our Saviour, I pray! Amen!

(1 Pet 2:12,25;  Lk 15:4-7; 19:10;  Psa 51:12;  Phil 4:7;  2 Cor 5:19,20;  Mt 4:15,16; 6:33; 9:36-38;
Acts 1:8; 2:47;  1 Tim 2:1-4;  Jn 3:1,2; 4:6,8; 10:16;  Lk 19:5,7; 23:39-43)


