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Welcome! If you are new to Holy Trinity this morning, we hope that you enjoy 
worshipping “in the round” with us. Everything you need for the service is contained 
in this booklet. The notices (other service times and coming events) are also in the 
back of this booklet. 
 
If you are not familiar with our style of worship (perhaps you have never been to a 
service in a circle, or experienced incense [holy smoke!] or bells) then we are sure 
you will find it valuable to experience Holy Trinity more than once, and gradually find 
out more about the meaning and symbolism of our worship. At the time of Holy 
Communion the church family gather around the altar - please come forward with 
them. If you are used to receiving Communion in ANY Christian Church you are 
welcome to receive communion here. If you would prefer a blessing, do still come 
forward and hold a service booklet.  
 
A collection will be taken during the second (offertory) hymn.....please make a 
donation to our work as a church, and if you are a tax-payer you can use the 
giving envelopes to increase the value of your donation, at no cost to you. 
 
After the service, do stay for a chat, and please come for refreshments in the 
Capper Room upstairs near the entrance (lift and stairs available!) and make 
yourself known to us. 
 



We are delighted to welcome this morning 
 

The Right Reverend Doctor John Hind  
(Honorary Assistant Bishop in our Diocese  

and former Bishop of Chichester) 
 

The Very Reverend Nicholas Frayling  
(Former Dean of Chichester) 

 
Bishop John is presiding this morning  

and Dean Nicholas will lead  the intercessions and 
administer a chalice.  

 
Father Andy will preach. 

 
Please turn off, or mute your mobile phone before Mass. 

 
The Vestry Bell will ring five times at 10.55am. 

Please keep silence from that point..... 
 
Organ:  Desseins ėternels (eternal purposes) - Olivier Messaien 

        God, in his love, has predestined us for adoption as his children through Jesus 
Christ, to the praise and glory of his grace.          
              Prelude sur L'Introit de l'Épiphanie - Maurice Duruflé 

Opening Sentence: (Deacon) The message about the cross is foolishness to those 
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.  

Hymn 
O worship the King all glorious above; 
O gratefully sing his power and his love; 
our shield and defender, the ancient of days, 
pavilioned in splendour and girded with praise. 
 
O tell of his might, O sing of his grace, 
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space; 
his chariots of wrath the deep thunder clouds form, 
and dark is his path on the wings of the storm. 
 
The earth with its store of wonders untold, 
almighty, thy power hath founded of old; 
hath ’stablished it fast by a changeless decree, 
and round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea. 



 
Thy bountiful care what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 
it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
and sweetly distils in the dew and the rain. 
 
Frail children of dust and feeble as frail, 
in thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail; 
thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end! 
Our maker, defender, Redeemer, and friend. 
 
O measureless might, ineffable love, 
while angels delight to hymn thee above, 
thy humbler creation, though feeble their lays, 
with true adoration shall sing to thy praise. 
 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
 
Peace be with you  
And also with you. 
 
Prayers of Penitence:  
(Deacon) Christ the light of the world has come to dispel the darkness of our hearts. 
In his light let us confess our sins. 
 
 
(silence is kept) 
 

 

I confess to Almighty God, and to you, my brothers and sisters, 
That I have sinned through my own fault, in my thoughts,  
and in my words, in what I have done, and in what I have failed to do;  
and I ask blessed Mary, ever virgin, all the angels and saints,  
and you my brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
 
Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that cannot be 
destroyed, forgive you your sins, open your eyes to God’s truth, 
strengthen you to do God’s will and give you the joy of his kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Gloria (Tune: “Praise my Soul, the King of Heaven”) 

Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son 
Glory to the Holy Spirit, ever three and ever one; 
As it was from the beginning, evermore shall be, Amen. 
 
 
 



Opening Prayer: Let us pray. [We remain standing]  
 
Almighty God, whose Son revealed in signs and miracles the wonder of your saving 
presence: renew your people with your heavenly grace, and in all our weakness 
sustain us by your mighty power; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
(Deacon) Let us sit and listen carefully to the Holy Word of God. 

A Reading from the First Letter to the Corinthians     (1 Corinthians 1.10-18) 
10I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all 
of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be 
united in the same mind and the same purpose. 11For it has been reported to me by 
Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. 12What I 
mean is that each of you says, ‘I belong to Paul,’ or ‘I belong to Apollos,’ or ‘I belong 
to Cephas,’ or ‘I belong to Christ.’ 13Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for 
you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14I thank God that I baptized none 
of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15so that no one can say that you were baptized in 
my name. 16I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not 
know whether I baptized anyone else. 17For Christ did not send me to baptize but to 
proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might 
not be emptied of its power. 
18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to 
us who are being saved it is the power of God.  
 This is the Word of the Lord 
         Thanks be to God  
 

Responsorial Psalm (From Psalm 27) 
R.  The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
whom then shall I fear?   

 
The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
whom then shall I fear?   
The Lord is the strength of my life; 
of whom then shall I be afraid?  R. 

 
One thing have I asked of the Lord 
and that alone I seek;   
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord 
all the days of my life.  R. 
 
Therefore will I offer in his dwelling an oblation 
with great gladness;   
I will sing and make music to the Lord. 
Hear my voice, O Lord, when I call;   
have mercy upon me and answer me.  R. 



Gospel Acclamation 

 
 

Jesus began to proclaim, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 

(Repeat Alleluia) 
 
Gospel Reading    
(Deacon) The Lord be with you    And also with you. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Matthew 

Glory to you, O Lord.                             Matthew 4.12-23 
12When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13He left 
Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the lake, in the territory of Zebulun 
and Naphtali, 14so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be 
fulfilled:  
15‘Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, 
Galilee of the Gentiles –  
16the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, 
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.’ 
17From that time Jesus began to proclaim, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 
come near.’  
18As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called 
Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the lake – for they were fishermen. 
19And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.’ 
20Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 21As he went from there, he saw 
two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with 
their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 22Immediately they left 
the boat and their father, and followed him.  
23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 
good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the 
people. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
(Repeat Alleluia) 

 
Sermon  



Creed 
All We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

Intercessions (The Very Reverend Nicholas Frayling) 

Lord in your mercy      All hear our prayer. 
 
For the departed:  Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord    
All and let light perpetual shine upon them. 
May they rest in peace All and rise in glory. 
 
All Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou amongst 
women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, mother of 
God, pray for us sinners now, and at the hour of our death. 
 
Merciful Father, All accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Offertory Hymn  
A collection for the work of the church will be taken during this hymn  

 

The bread and wine being presented today has been sponsored by 
Tim and Eve Holt in thanksgiving for  

the life of Holy Trinity Church, and for all those we love. 
 

 



O thou, who at thy Eucharist didst pray 
that all thy Church might be for ever one, 
grant us at every Eucharist to say 
with longing heart and soul, “Thy will be done:” 
O may we all one bread, one body be, 
through this blest sacrament of unity. 
 
For all thy Church, O Lord, we intercede; 
make thou our sad divisions soon to cease; 
draw us the nearer each to each, we plead, 
by drawing all to thee, O Prince of peace: 
thus may we all one bread, one body be, 
through this blest sacrament of unity. 
 
We pray thee too for wanderers from thy fold; 
O bring them back, good shepherd of the sheep, 
back to the faith which saints believed of old, 
back to the Church which still that faith doth keep: 
soon may we all one bread, one body be, 
through this blest sacrament of unity. 
 
So, Lord, at length when sacraments shall cease, 
may we be one with all thy Church above, 
one with thy saints in one unbroken peace, 
one with thy saints in one unbounded love: 
more blessed still, in peace and love to be 
one with the Trinity in unity. 
 

The Peace: (Deacon) Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace. Of the increase of 
his government and of peace there shall be no end. 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
(Deacon) Let us offer one another a sign of that peace. 

It is suggested that you only share the Peace with those immediately around you.  

As you exchange the Peace, please begin to form a circle around the altar. 

(Deacon) Now, as we gather round God's Holy Throne we offer ourselves, our gifts 
and our prayers, and prepare ourselves to receive the gifts of the kingdom. 

Incensing Song 

 
 



(Cantor) I have called to you Lord; hasten to help me! Hear my voice when I cry to you. 
Let my prayer arise before you like incense, the raising of my hands like a pure morning offering. 

    

 
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this 
bread to offer, which earth has given and human hands have made; it will become 
for us the bread of life.    
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this 
wine to offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands; it will become for us our 
spiritual drink.      
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Let us pray my brothers and sisters, that our sacrifice may be acceptable to God, 
the almighty Father. 
May the Lord accept this sacrifice at your hands, for the praise and glory of 
his name, for our good and the good of all his Church. 
 
Prayer over the Gifts: Lord, accept your people’s gifts, not gold, frankincense or 
myrrh, but hearts and voices raised in praise of Jesus Christ, our light and our 
salvation. Amen. 
 

  

 
Preface: All honour and praise be yours always and everywhere, mighty creator, 
ever-living God, through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord: for at this time we 
celebrate your glory made present in our midst. In the coming of the magi the King 
of all the world was revealed to the nations. In the waters of baptism Jesus was 
revealed as the Christ, the Saviour sent to redeem us. In the water made wine 
the new creation was revealed at the wedding feast. Poverty was turned to riches, 
sorrow into joy. Therefore with all the angels of heaven we lift our voices to proclaim 
the glory of your name and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 



 
 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by the power of your 
Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine may be to 
us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; who, in the same night that he was 
betrayed, took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me. 
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new 
covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

(Deacon) Great is the mystery of faith:                   

 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect sacrifice made 
once for the sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious 
ascension, and looking for his coming in glory, we celebrate this memorial of our 
redemption. As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we bring 
before you this bread and this cup and we thank you for counting us worthy to stand 
in your presence and serve you. Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into 
one in your kingdom all who share this one bread and one cup, so that we, in the 
company of all the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, forever and ever. Amen. 

Let us pray with confidence, in the words our Saviour gave us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.    (Pause) 



Deliver us, Lord, from every evil, and grant us peace in our day. In your mercy keep 
us free from sin and protect us from all anxiety as we wait in joyful hope for the 
coming of our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

For the Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen 

Breaking of the Bread: We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one Body, because we all share in one Bread. 

 

 

 [A period of silence is kept, to prepare to receive Christ.] 
 
 
Communion Antiphon: Hear my voice, O Lord, when I call;  have mercy upon me 
and answer me.   
 
 

(If you are not receiving Communion, but would like a blessing, 
please hold this service booklet in your hands.) 

 
 
Organ music during Communion:  
O Lamm Gottes, unschuldig, BWV 618 (J.S. Bach) (O Lamb of God, all holy) 
 

Communion Hymn 
Just as I am, without one plea, but that thy blood was shed for me, 
and that thou bidst me come to thee, O Lamb of God, I come. 
 
Just as I am, though tossed about, with many a conflict, many a doubt, 
fightings and fears within, without, O Lamb of God, I come. 
 
Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; sight, riches, healing of the mind, 
yea, all I need, in thee to find, O Lamb of God, I come. 
 
Just as I am, thou wilt receive, wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve: 
because thy promise I believe, O Lamb of God, I come. 
 
Just as I am (thy love unknown has broken every barrier down), 
now to be thine, yea, thine alone, O Lamb of God, I come. 



 
Just as I am, of that free love; the breadth, length, depth, and height to prove, 
here for a season, then above, O Lamb of God, I come. 

Prayer after Communion: Almighty Father, whose Son our Saviour Jesus Christ is 
the light of the world: may your people, illumined by your word and sacraments, 
shine with the radiance of his glory, that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed 
to the ends of the earth; for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Notices (verbal notices may be given. Other notices are in the back of this booklet) 

 
Final Hymn 
Hail to the Lord’s anointed! Great David’s greater Son; 
hail, in the time appointed, his reign on earth begun! 
He comes to break oppression, to let the captive free; 
to take away transgression, and rule in equity. 
 
He shall come down like showers upon the fruitful earth, 
and love, joy, hope, like flowers, spring in his path to birth: 
before him on the mountains shall peace the herald go; 
and righteousness in fountains from hill to valley flow. 
 
Kings shall fall down before him, and gold and incense bring; 
all nations shall adore him, his praise all people sing; 
to him shall prayer unceasing and daily vows ascend; 
his kingdom still increasing, a kingdom without end. 
 
O’er every foe victorious, he on his throne shall rest, 
from age to age more glorious, all-blessing and all-blest: 
the tide of time shall never his covenant remove; 
his name shall stand for ever; that name to us is Love. 
 
Blessing  
The Lord be with you     
and also with you. 
 
Bow your heads and pray for God's blessing. 
 
Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory 
and gladden your hearts with the good news of his kingdom; 
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. All Amen 
 
(Deacon) Go in the peace of Christ.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
Organ: In dir ist Freude, BWV 615 (J. S. Bach) (In thee is gladness) 

   



After Mass, lunch will available from the foyer. 
 

You are encouraged to bring your food back in to the church 
for the presentations and discussions that follow....... 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Tonight 
St Mary’s Alverstoke, 6.30pm “Churches Together” United Service 

for the “Week of Prayer for Christian Unity” 
 
6.00pm Vespers and Benediction 
 
 
 
Monday January 23: Fr Andy’s Day Off 
 
Tuesday January 24: 9.30am Mass (30 minutes; quiet, prayerful, peace-giving) 
 
Wednesday January 25:  
Christ Church, 10.00am Holy Communion 
1.30pm to 3.30pm (every Wednesday) Church Cleaning (all help welcome!) 
6.30pm Mass (30 minutes; quiet, prayerful, peace-giving) 

7.00pm P.C.C. 
 
Friday January 27: 5.00pm Mass (30 minutes; quiet, prayerful, peace-giving) 

 
Saturday January 28: 9.00am to 2.00pm Indian Orthodox Church 
 

 
NEXT SUNDAY: January 29th 

Christ Church: 8.00am Holy Communion 

Christ Church, 9.30a.m 
Parish Eucharist  

(Joint Service for Candlemas)  
(No Parish Mass here) 

6.00pm Vespers and Benediction 



From the Artistic Director from our Facebook Page: 
Music and the Arts at Holy Trinity 

 

'And again - New Year's Resolution No.2 SORTED! Thank you, Richard Dewland, 
for opening the 2017 Recital Series with such a beautiful programme of music - 
some of it hauntingly beautiful - so varied and certainly full of surprises! Indeed, 
there was something for everyone and our large audience clearly demonstrated their 
appreciation of your choices and your playing. Thank you from us all and we look 
forward to seeing you in 2018! Thanks too to Ruth Dewland for supporting the recital 
as page turner!' 

Maggie McMurray, Artistic Director, can be approached at church 
or contacted on 07717 038924 or artisticdirector@holytrinitygosport.co.uk 

_________________________________________________________ 
Calendar for the next two months: 
Tuesday January 31:  
Christ Church Centre, 11.30 to 2.30 “Last Tuesday Lunch Club” 
Friday February 3:  6.30pm Burns Supper [SEE NOTICES] 
Sunday February 5:  
Christ Church, Healing Prayer offered at 8.00am and 9.30am Services 
3.30pm, Tea-Time Concert 
Wednesday February 7:  
Christ Church, Healing Prayer offered at 10.00am Service 
Thursday February 9: Christ Church, 7.00pm, Ladies’ Group  
Saturday February 11: 9.00am to 2.00pm Indian Orthodox Church 
Thursday February 16: 6.45pm Meeting of “Churches Together in Gosport” (CTiG) 
Monday February 20: 1.00pm to 1.30pm Organ Recital 
Saturday February 25: 9.00am to 2.00pm Indian Orthodox Church 
Tuesday February 28:  
Christ Church Centre, 11.30 to 2.30 “Last Tuesday Lunch Club” 
Holy Trinity, 6.00pm Pancake Party 
Wednesday March 1: Ash Wednesday  
6.30pm Holy Trinity, 8.00pm Christ Church  
Sunday March 5:  
Christ Church, Healing Prayer offered at 8.00am and 9.30am Services 
(Church and Capper Room in use from 1.00pm, for...) 
3.30pm, Tea-Time Concert 
6.00pm Stations of the Cross 
Tuesday March 7:  
11.30am to 1.00pm Visit of Petersfield Infant School 
Christ Church, 7.30pm to 8.30pm Lent Bible Study 
Wednesday March 8: 
Christ Church, 10.00am Stations of the Cross with Communion 
2.30pm to 3.30pm Lent Bible Study 
7.00pm P.C.C. 
Thursday March 9: Christ Church, 7.00pm, Ladies’ Group  
Saturday March 11: 9.00am to 2.00pm Indian Orthodox Church 
Christ Church, 12noon to 2.00pm Lent Lunch 



Sunday March 12: 6.00pm Stations of the Cross 
(Tuesday March 14: No Christ Church Lent Bible Study: their Annual Meeting) 
Wednesday March 15:  
Christ Church, 10.00am Stations of the Cross with Communion 
2.30pm to 3.30pm Lent Bible Study 
Sunday March 19: 6.00pm Stations of the Cross 
Monday March 20: 1.00pm to 1.30pm Organ Recital 
Tuesday March 21: Christ Church, 7.30pm to 8.30pm Lent Bible Study 
Wednesday March 22:  
Christ Church, 10.00am Stations of the Cross with Communion 
2.30pm to 3.30pm Lent Bible Study 
 
A fuller calendar can be found online at holytrinitygosport.co.uk/calendar/ 
 
NEXT SUNDAY -  Candlemas Sunday – Joint Service at Christ Church:  
Christ Church folk join us for a shared service on Trinity Sunday and we join Christ 
Church for a joint Service on Candlemas Sunday. So NEXT SUNDAY, January 29th, 
we will attend Christ Church’s 9.30am Service, and there won’t be an 11.00am 
Parish Mass here. Please do try and come along, to express our unity! 
 
 
 

Lent, Holy Week and Easter 

 

Ash Wednesday – 1st March 
Please hand in last years’ palm crosses or make sure they are put in 
the vestry. They will be burnt to provide the ash for Ash Wednesday. 

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent and is one of the most 
important days in the Christian Year. Please try to come to one of the 
following three services, all of which will include the ‘Imposition of Ashes’ 
(an opportunity, only if you wish, to have a cross marked on your 
forehead in ash, as a sign of penitence and re-commitment) 
Christ Church, 10.00am Holy Communion  
Holy Trinity, 6.30pm Sung Mass  
Christ Church, 8.00pm Sung Holy Communion 
 

Lent Bible Study 
Fr Andy will be leading two Bible Study sessions, weekly during Lent.  

There is one in each church, but anyone can come to either. 
They will focus on five encounters with Christ from the Gospels. 
A day-time group at Holy Trinity (Wednesdays, 2.30pm to 3.30pm – 
on Wednesdays 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th March and Wednesday 5th April). 



An evening group at Christ Church (Tuesdays, 7.30pm to 8.30pm – 
on Tuesday 7th March (not 14th March as that is Christ Church’s Annual 

Meeting) Tuesdays 21st and 28th March and Tuesdays 4th and 11th April) 
 

Stations of the Cross 
Will be every Sunday in Lent at 6.00pm (instead of Vespers and 
Benediction) except on Sunday April 2nd, when there will be Stations at 
the Main Service (and therefore Vespers and Benediction in the evening); 
and on Palm Sunday evening (as there is only one Service for both our 
churches that day – see below). There is also a simplified version (six 
stations) at Christ Church at 10.00am every Wednesday in Lent. 
 

Lent Lunch 
There is a Lent Lunch in Christ Church itself, on Saturday 11th March, 
12noon to 2.00pm. Proceeds to the Bishop's Lent Appeal. 
 

 

A United Holy Week 
for Christ Church and Holy Trinity 

Last year, both our PCC’s agreed unanimously that we would worship 
together during Holy Week, for two reasons: 
 

1) It is an important and poignant time in the church’s year, and 
therefore something we can benefit from sharing together. 

2) If the key services in Holy Week are shared, they can be on a bigger 
scale. 
 

We therefore have four services together: Palm Sunday, Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter Ceremonies. Both the churches 

host two each. We “rotate” through the four, year on year, so each of the 
four services is alternating between the two churches. The Programme 
therefore, for 2017, is: 
PALM SUNDAY: 9.30am Joint Mass at Christ Church (to express our 
unity fully, this is the ONLY service that day: no 8.00am Service at Christ 
Church; no 11.00am or 6.00pm Service at Holy Trinity.) 
MAUNDY THURSDAY: 7.30pm Joint Mass at Holy Trinity with Vigil of 
Prayer until Midnight. 
GOOD FRIDAY: 12noon to 3.00pm Three Hour Devotions at Christ 

Church (the first two hours: readings, devotional addresses, music and 
silence; the last hour: the “Good Friday Liturgy” as it is currently done in 
both churches) 
HOLY SATURDAY: 8.00pm Easter Ceremonies at Holy Trinity. 



On Holy Saturday, our friends from the Indian Orthodox Church will be 
worshipping at Holy Trinity from 9.00am to 1.00pm, and again from 

9.30pm until Midnight. During our Easter Ceremonies, their ceremonial 
sepulchre will be in place in the chancel: this is a beautiful liturgical 
symbol of Christ’s burial, awaiting the light of the resurrection. 

We really hope you will support all these services, and not be 
frightened to venture to the “other” church! 

 

*******************************************************************

******************************************************************* 

Burns Night Dinner: Friday 3rd February, 6.00pm for 6.30pm. Cock a Leekie Soup 
with Crusty Bread; Haggis, Champit Tatties and Bashed Neeps; Whisky Trifle; 
(Vegetarian Haggis available and for those not keen on the little beastie, Salmon will be 
an option for them!) Bring your own choice of liquid refreshment and your own glasses. 
Cost £10.00 per person. Scottish Dress - Tartan of your Clan, Formal or smart casual 
wear - Your Choice. Get your Ticket Now if you wish to attend - Numbers are strictly 
limited - Closing Date is Sunday 29

th
 January. Further information contact Geoff or 

Chrissie O’Neill on 023 9235 8974 or gjdoneill@aol.com 

 
Sunday Raffles: Over coffee each Sunday, there is a chance to win a prize or, you 
can buy your tickets on your way into church, if you are not staying for coffee. 
Since the Sunday Raffle was started we have raised over £8000.00 so a big thank 
you to everyone who has donated prizes or purchased tickets. If you are able to 
support this venture by providing a prize, a list is on the table at the back of the 
Church. 
 
Thank You: Chrissie and Geoff would like to say heartfelt thanks to Fr Andy and 
everyone at Holy Trinity, for the love, support and prayers given when Geoff was in 
hospital for several weeks before Christmas. It has been a rocky road, but we now 
hope that Geoff will, in time, be back to his old self. We are truly grateful, and wish 
you all a Happy, healthy, and prosperous 2017. 
 
Donations from Christmas Services: Thanks to the generosity of those attending 
our Midnight Mass and Christmas Day services this year. £400.00 has been 
donated to the Disasters Emergency Committee for the Yemen Crisis Appeal. The 
Disasters Emergency Committee announced its appeal for people facing hunger in 
Yemen. More than 7 million people in Yemen do not know where their next meal will 
come from and children are dying from malnutrition. The Disasters Emergency 
Committee brings 13 leading UK aid charities together in times of crisis: ActionAid 
UK, Age International, British Red Cross, CAFOD, CARE International UK, Christian 
Aid, Concern Worldwide, Islamic Relief Worldwide, Oxfam GB, Plan International 
UK, Save the Children UK, Tearfund and World Vision UK; all collectively raising 
money to reach those in need quickly. 
 



Gifts for Christmas Presents Thank you so much for all your cash donations 
towards special presents for children and their families/ carers (under the guidance 
of local Social Services). Our two churches gave an astonishing total of £812.00. 
This paid for 43 children's gifts, 16 family bags, and a £50.00 Asda gift card to be 
used by Social Services for Christmas emergency. 
 
Faith Exploration: Would you like the chance to explore your faith a little more?  
In the New Year, Fr Andy will be leading 10 – 12 sessions of faith exploration, and 
hopes that a variety of people might join him. Perhaps you are thinking of baptism or 
Confirmation? Perhaps you are new to the church (or to this church!) and want to 
find out a bit more? Perhaps you have been here for many years and would just like 
a “refresher course”? If you are interested, let Fr Andy know, and he will then 
organise the dates and times of the sessions according to what interested folk can 
do. It will be for both our churches, so some sessions will be at one, and some at the 
other! 
 
Please help keep the church clean! Church cleaning is done EVERY 
WEDNESDAY, while the church is open from 1.30pm to 3.30pm....please help!  
 
Could you be a Gargoyle? Could you spare two hours a week to provide a 
welcome to visitors, and help ensure our beautiful church is open for a while every 
day? We try to be open on weekdays from 1.30pm to 3.30pm and on Saturdays 
from 10.00am to 2.00pm; and we need to have at least two people in the church at 
the same time. Could you help? ....or, if you couldn’t manage a two hour slot per 
week, could you be on a list of “reserves”, for stepping in as required? 
 
Sponsoring the bread and wine on a Sunday: You have the opportunity to 
sponsor the bread and wine which is presented at Parish Mass, for a donation of 
£5.00. It can be for a departed loved one or for a birthday, wedding anniversary, etc. 
The details will appear in the Sunday booklet. See the list on the back table. 
 
Our Fair Trade Stall Thanks to David and Tessa Bloodworth, there is a Fair Trade 
stall here at Holy Trinity (usually on the Second Sunday of the month, but this may 
vary) for you to peruse after Mass. " Established in 1979 as a Christian response to 
poverty, Traidcraft is the UK's leading fairtrade organisation. Its mission is to fight 
poverty through trade, pioneering, practising and promoting approaches to trade that 
help poor people in developing countries transform their lives". David and Tessa 
take no profit and cover their own costs - so the prices are 10% less than in the 
catalogue. 
 
Help give to others...... by placing gifts of non-perishable food in the shopping 
trolley in church. All will be donated to food banks, which are used extensively in the 
run-up to Christmas........please note, people cannot take the food you donate 
without a recommendation from social services or other relevant agency.....so 
it does go where needed! 
 



“Friends of Holy Trinity”: If you are not yet a member, and would be happy to pay 
£12 per year for individual membership, or £20 a year for couple/family membership, 
please ask Fr Andy for a form. Last year we raised £500.00! We’d like that total to 
increase year on year, as we use the money to enhance our building. 
 
Prayer Cards: When you light a candle for someone, you may wish to let them 
know that you have remembered and prayed for them at Holy Trinity. Why not take 
one of our prayer cards, which says, “a candle has been lit for you and a prayer 
said today”? You can give it to them, send it to them, or put it through their door, 
perhaps with a personal message written on the back. The cards are in small boxes 
where we light candles - by Our Lady and by St Francis; and on the table in the 
foyer. Our thanks are due to Tessa and David Bloodworth for passing on the idea 
and for sponsoring the first batch of 1,000 cards; and to Geoff O’Neill for the design 
and for organising printing. 
 

Our Social Life and Fellowship together.... is a very important part of what 
makes Holy Trinity what it is! Please do make a note of the following “social 
dates” for next year, especially if you are new to the church......they are a great 
way to get to know people better! 

Friday February 3:  6.30pm Burns Supper 

Tuesday February 28:  6.00pm Pancake Party      
Friday March 24:   
5.45pm (after 5.00pm Mass) Annual Meeting (with fish and chips at 6.30pm) 
Tuesday May 16:  6.30pm Quiz (with Douglas Rodrigo’s Chinese food)  
Thursday October 12:  6.30pm Harvest Supper 
Tuesday October 31:  6.30pm Hallowe'en Bingo with home-made soup 

 
Our Children’s Corner - in memory of Ida May Haysom: Jesus said “whoever 
welcomes a child in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me welcomes 
the One who sent me”; and “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder 
them.” Although – at present – not many small children come to our services, we 
need to make them and their carers feel welcome when they do. We have followed 
the example of many churches and now have a “Children’s Corner”, so that any 
children who visit us have a pleasant, secure, quiet place to go – but will still be 
within our worship area. Their carers are able to sit near them. It is up to us all to 
welcome children and their carers, make them aware of the corner (even though 
they may prefer not to use it!) and to keep an eye on the corner to ensure it is 
always clean, tidy and welcoming. 
 
Gosport Deanery: Our Vicar had to resign as Area Dean in June 2015, and for him 
the issues (including some very concerning behaviour) that lead to his resignation 
have not been resolved. He has therefore withdrawn completely from deanery life, 
and has discussed this decision with the Archdeacon. Nonetheless, all church 
members are encouraged to attend deanery services and events and to pray for the 
life of the deanery. The Deanery of Gosport is one of eight deaneries in our Diocese 
of Portsmouth. It is made up of the parishes of St Mary’s Rowner; St Faith’s Lee-on-
the-Solent; Christ Church with Holy Trinity; St John’s Forton; St Thomas’s Elson with 
St Matthew’s Bridgemary; and St Mary’s with St Faith’s and St Francis’s, Alverstoke. 



A deanery enables local churches to work together more closely. The deanery 
clergy meet together monthly for a “Chapter” meeting. The “Deanery Synod” meets 
three times a year (Your PCC will have Deanery Synod Representatives who should 
report back). During the year there are Deanery events and services.  
 
If you like the Book of Common Prayer (B.C.P.) 1662 Communion: ...then you 
may wish to know that the 8.00am Service at Christ Church is now celebrated 
according to this rite on the 4th Sunday of every month....... 
 
Security in our church: Earlier in the year, a visitor to our church had his bag 
stolen. It contained some very precious possessions. Sadly, we have to be vigilant 
at all times – even though this is a holy place. Please remember the following: 1) the 
church doors should not be open unless there are a minimum of two people in the 
building, at least one of whom is unoccupied enough to be fully aware of anyone 
who happens to be visiting the building. 2) Please keep any valuables secure. On 
your person, or out of sight is best; and even during worship, please be aware of 
your valuables (because, sadly, there are people who only come to church services 
with the express purpose of stealing anything of value). In the words of the 1st Letter 
of Peter in the Bible, “Be sober, be vigilant”! 
 
2015 Questionnaire – “The Next Five Years”: Last year, our congregation were 
given the chance to fill in a questionnaire, detailing what they would like to see 
happening at Holy Trinity over the next five years. The results were published in the 
Sunday booklets, and there is a detailed response to all the comments and results - 
from the P.C.C. This has been emailed to everyone that Fr Andy has an email 
address for, but if you haven’t received it, email him and ask for one (his email 
address is on page two of this booklet). There are also paper copies available on the 
back table. 
 
New Organ Book: Thanks to Geoffrey Holroyde, Amanda Field and Roger Esnault 
(respectively: author, publisher, and tireless collector of photographs!) we have a 
beautiful new book about the history of our famous “Handel Organ”. Copies 
available for just £5.00! 
 
Historic Churches Trust : “Ride and Stride”: Is there anyone at Holy Trinity who 
would be willing to coordinate our response to this, now that Christine Harris has 
stepped down after many years of faithful service from her and Mollie the dog 
[R.I.P.] It takes place only one day a year (the 2nd Saturday in September) but needs 
some administration and preparation....and the coordinating of volunteers on the 
day! People walk and cycle between participating churches, and are sponsored to 
raise money for the Historic Churches Trust; and we have “stewards” to welcome 
Riders and Striders as they come through our church on their journeys. 50% of the 
money raised comes directly back to us, and – in the past fifteen years, Christ 
Church and Holy Trinity have benefitted from over £20,000.00 in grants! If you are 
willing to consider being our Coordinator, Fr Andy can give you and 
information leaflet about what is involved.... 
 



The Pompey Chimes: We receive ten additional free copies of each edition of the 
Pompey Chimes to give to those who don’t come to church, to place in libraries, 
GPs’ surgeries, community centres, etc. We would encourage people to either take 
an extra copy or put their copy to use in this way. 
 
Church Chairs: There are dedication plaques on many of our chairs. If you would 
like have one dedicated to someone (living or departed) there are forms on the back 
table. A donation of £40.00 is asked.  
 


