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KOLKATA, Nov 19: The sa-

bre-rattling between parties

on the rival sides of the politi-

cal divide over demonetisation

showed no signs of softening

today with the Government

accusing the Congress of en-

gaging in !fear mongering"

and the latter hitting back, call-

ing the exercise a !not well

thought-out move" whose af-

ter-effects will last long.

Commerce Minister Nirma-

la Sitharaman, who was field-

ed by the Government to

mount an assault on the Oppo-

sition on the issue, rejected

the charge that demonetisa-

tion of high-value currency

Govt-Opp clash over demonetisation on
notes had hit the common man

and insisted that despite fac-

ing problems, people were

backing Prime Minister

Narendra Modi#s action tar-

geted against black money.

!The Congress is trying to

create fear in the common man#s

mind. It is not needed. It is fear-

mongering," she told reporters

in Delhi, responding to the Op-

position party#s claim that it will

take seven to eight months for

the situation to stabilise.

Sitharaman rejected the Op-

position charge that there was

panic in the Government fol-

lowing the launch of the demon-

etisation drive, which was re-

flected in fresh announcement

of measures for easing people#s

problems. The Government,

she said, had undertaken as

much preparatory work as it

could before announcing the

decision to demonetise Rs 500

and Rs 1,000 notes.

However, senior Congress

leader and former Finance

Minister P Chidambaram did

not concur with the Govern-

ment#s claim and termed the

exercise as !not well thought

out" and whose after-effects

would last longer than expect-

ed. He also wondered if the

Government had consulted

!the only knowledgeable econ-

omist" in the dispensation,

CEA Arvind Subramanian,

before announcing it.

!You are seeing the first-or-

der effects of withdrawing,

sucking out 86 per cent of the

currency in circulation from

the market. The first order

will continue for several weeks

now. Then you will see the

second-order effects,"

Chidambaram said in Mumbai.

!My suspicion is the only

knowledgeable economist in

the government, Dr Arvind

Subramanian, was not consult-

ed," he said.

Talking about the first-order

effects, he said there are many

people now living with very

little money and not consum-

ing, which means produce, es-

pecially perishable items like

vegetables and fruits, are not

being sold.

Chidambaram said the sec-

ond-order effects are already

visible in places like Tirupur

and Surat, where lay-offs and

retrenchments have started.

The second-order effects

will be more prominently felt

if farmers, who have sown their

farms, do not have money to

buy fertilisers and hire labour.

!So I think the consequences

will certainly be negative," he

said. !The PM#s time-out for

50 days might ease the liquidi-

ty crisis at the individual#s

hands, but it won#t solve many

other problems. $ PTI

KOLKATA/MUMBAI, Nov

19: Bank branches provided

some respite to customers in

terms of cash availability to-

day, 11 days after demonetisa-

tion but long queues outside

ATMs persisted even as three

more deaths stated to be due

to cash crisis were reported

in Uttar Pradesh.

A 75-year-old man identified

as Kamta Prasad was standing

in a queue before the Dhikauuni

branch of Bank of India at Haro-

di in UP when he was taken ill

and died on the spot, Shyam

Babu Shukla, station officer of

Atrauli Police Station, said.

In Aligarh, 50-year-old Babu

Lal, a resident of Nagla Mans-

ingh, died due to heart attack

after apparently failing to ex-

change old currency notes de-

spite making persistent efforts

at different banks since the past

three days, his family claimed.

3 more deaths reported
due to cash crisis

The victim was under tre-

mendous pressure as his

daughter#s wedding was slat-

ed for November 26, they said.

Babu Lal complained of chest

pain after returning from a bank

yesterday. He was rushed to

the hospital, where he was

declared brought dead.

In another incident also in

Aligarh, Mohammed Idrees

(45), a resident of Jamalpur

locality under the Civil Lines

Police Station, died of heart

attack while he was on his way

to a bank to exchange old cur-

rency yesterday, his family

claimed. $ PTI

PANAJI, Nov 19: Veteran filmmaker

Ramesh Sippy will inaugurate the 47th

edition of the International Film Festival

of India (IFFI) here tomorrow in the

presence of Union Information and

Broadcasting Minister Venkaiah Naidu.

!The chief guest for the opening cere-

mony will be the veteran filmmaker of

Sholay fame, Ramesh Sippy. The guest

of honour will be actor Sushant Singh

Rajput, while special guests include Pros-

enjeet and Gautam Ghosh, renowned

directors," festival director C Senthil

Rajan told reporters here.

Polish drama film Afterimage (2016)

directed by Andrzej Wajda will open the

eight-day festival, where close to 300

films from 90 countries will be screened.

The opening film was screened in the

Masters section at the 2016 Toronto In-

ternational and was selected as the Polish

entry for the best foreign language film

at the 89th Academy Awards.

!This time, the Republic of Korea is

the focus country of IFFI 2016 and South

Korea#s Ambassador to India, Hyun Cho,

will attend the opening ceremony," Ra-

jan said.

Interesting and acclaimed works of

contemporary stalwarts of Korean cine-

ma like Sang-ho Yeon, Zhang Lu and Lee

Joon Ik will be screened at the festival.

The Age of Shadows, directed by ac-

claimed filmmaker Kim Jee-Woon, will

be the closing film for the festival on

November 28. The film is also Korea#s

official entry for the Academy Awards

this year.

The lifetime achievement award this

year will be given to renowned Korean

filmmaker Kwon Taek Im, who is known

for his films like Wife, The Family Pedi-

gree, among others.

Rajan said the IFFI would recognise

the young talent under a new competi-

tion section $Centenary Award $ for the

best debut feature film of a director.

!The section will showcase some of

the outstanding directorial debuts of 2016

pulled from across the globe," he added.

A total of 15 films, including two from

the Indian Panorama section of the festi-

val, will compete for coveted awards that

will be given on the last day of the festival.

Rajan said acclaimed writer-director

Ivan Passer is the chairperson of the in-

ternational jury. As part of the Clean India

campaign, the festival will showcase a spe-

cial package of 20 award-winning short

films based on the Swachh Bharat. $ PTI

47th Int!l Film Festival of India  opens today

SRINAGAR, Nov 19: Srina-

gar city, along with the rest of

Kashmir, was buzzing with ac-

tivity today with offices, shops

and other business establish-

ments opening in the Valley,

which saw return of normalcy

after 133 days of shutdown as

separatists suspended their

stir for the weekend.

The situation has been by and

large peaceful over the last few

weeks in the Valley, which had

been hit by clashes between vi-

olent protesters and security

forces following the killing of

Hizbul Mujahideen militant

Burhan Wani in an encounter

on July 8. The unrest had left

86 people dead and many oth-

ers, including 5,000 security

personnel, injured.

Shops, offices, business es-

tablishments and fuel stations

opened this morning for a full

day for the first time since the

unrest began. While some had

started opening earlier defy-

ing the separatists, others did

business for a few hours on

some days of the week when-

ever relaxation in the strike

was announced.

There was massive traffic on

the roads in Srinagar $ the

summer capital $ as public

transport resumed fully and

people came out to carry out

their day-to-day activities to-

day. The authorities had in-

creased the presence of traffic

personnel on the roads.

Similar reports of people re-

suming their normal life were

received from most of the oth-

er district headquarters of the

Valley. With the start of the

Board exams for classes X and

XII this week, life in the Valley

had been gradually returning to

normalcy. The authorities last

night restored mobile Internet

services on postpaid numbers

due to improvement in the sit-

uation. However, such facility

on prepaid numbers continued

to remain snapped and there is

no word yet on their restora-

tion. The separatists have been

issuing weekly protest pro-

grammes. They had for the first

time announced a two-day re-

laxation in the strike beginning

today. $ PTI

Normal life back in Kashmir
after over four months

CHENNAI, Nov 19: Polls

for Aravakkurichi and

Thanjavur and by-polls for

Thirupparankundram in

Tamil Nadu and Nellithope

seat in neighbouring Puduch-

erry saw an impressive turn-

out in a peaceful atmosphere

amid tight security, with vot-

ing percentage crossing 80

per cent in two of the Assem-

High turnout in
Bengal by-polls
KOLKATA, Nov 19: A high

voter turnout of 81 per cent

was recorded in the by-elec-

tions held in two Lok Sabha

seats and one Assembly con-

stituency in West Bengal to-

day, while the Congress an-

nounced withdrawing their

candidate from the Mon-

teswar assembly seat, accus-

ing the ruling Trinamool Con-

gress of !turning the elections

into a farce."

The TMC, however denied

the Congress allegations and

said the elections have been

peaceful. An average of 81 per

cent polling was recorded till

5 pm, with 77 and 81 per cent

in Cooch Behar and Tamluk

Lok Sabha constituencies and

86 per cent in the Monteswar

Assembly seat, the Election

Commission said. $ PTI

BHOPAL, Nov 19: A voter

turnout of 66.14 per cent was

recorded in the by-election to

the Shahdol Lok Sabha constit-

uency, while 71.25 per cent vot-

ing was recorded in the by-poll

to the Nepanagar Assembly seat

in Madhya Pradesh today.

The by-polls at the two plac-

Voting peaceful in MP by-polls
es, both reserved for the

Scheduled Tribes category,

assume significance as they

were held after the Centre's

decision to demonetise Rs 500

and Rs 1,000 notes.

In Shahdol Lok Sabha con-

stituency, 66.14 per cent of the

voters exercised their fran-

chise till the end of polling, an

election official told PTI. The

constituency had recorded

62.2 per cent polling in the

general election in 2014.

In Nepanagar, 71.25 per

cent polling was recorded. No

untoward incident was report-

ed so far in both places. $ PTI

80 pc polling in 2 TN seats
bly segments.

While Aravakkurichi in

Karur district registered the

highest of 81.92 per cent in

Tamil Nadu, Nellithope in Pu-

ducherry witnessed 85.76

percentage polling.

Thanjavur, the hub of the

Cauvery basin in Tamil Nadu

which saw a series of pro-

tests over the river water

issue with Karnataka since

October, witnessed 69.02 per

cent voting.

Thirupparankundram in

Madurai district, where a by-

poll was necessitated due to

the passing away of AIADMK

MLA (2016 May polls) SM

Seenivel, polled 70.19 per

cent votes according to the

Election Commission. $ PTI

BJP whip to
RS members
NEW DELHI, Nov 19:

With a united Opposition look-

ing to corner the Government

in the Rajya Sabha on the de-

monetisation issue, the BJP

today issued a whip to its

members, asking them to be

present in the House for three

days starting Monday.

The ruling NDA lacks a ma-

jority in the Rajya Sabha and

the BJP believes that a maxi-

mum presence of its members

would be required in case of

any voting.

Sharp clashes have been

witnessed in the Rajya Sabha

in the last two days after Lead-

er of Opposition Ghulam Nabi

Azad made certain comments

linking the Uri terror attack

casualties to the deaths during

the demonetisation crisis.

Following Azad#s remarks,

senior government ministers

launched a sharp attack on the

Congress leader with Parlia-

mentary Affairs Minister

Ananth Kumar calling it an in-

sult to martyrs and M Venkai-

ah Naidu describing it as

!anti-national and demanding

an apology.

On the other side, the Op-

position wants that Prime

Minister Narendra Modi

should be present in the House

during the discussion on the

demonetisation issue. $ PTI

Govt trying to
cure 50-yr-old
malaise in 50

days: Javadekar
PALDEV (MP), Nov 19:

Noting that people are

bound to face some initial

problems after demonetisa-

tion, Union minister Prakash

Javadekar today said corrup-

tion had taken a !cancerous"

form and the Government

was trying to cure !a 50-

year-old malaise in 50 days."

He equated the demonetisa-

tion to the surgical strike

against terror launch pads in

Pakistan-occupied Kashmir,

saying black money was be-

ing used increasingly to fund

terrorist and Maoists activi-

ties in the country.

The Human Resources De-

velopment Minister also hit

out at the Opposition, saying

they were !stalling" Parlia-

ment as they had !no issues"

to discuss at all. $ PTIPeople waiting to cast their votes for the Nellithope by-election in Puducherry on Saturday. " UNI


