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We are fortunate to live among one of the most beautiful and biologically diverse 
landscapes in the country. It’s not always as obvious, however, that it is also one of the 
most fragile. Florida’s history is fraught with cautionary tales about how easily our home’s 
abundant resources and natural beauty can slip away if we fail to be good stewards 

of our environment. If even one element of the ecosystem around us fails—water quality, the nutrient 
content of the the soil, the population of insects that pollinate the plants our animals need for food—it 
could take the horse industry with it. Whether you live on a one-acre lot or a 1,000-acre horse farm, there 
are easy, efficient methods you could be implementing to reduce your carbon footprint and protect 
the land that supports our animal and human communities. Many could even save you a nice chunk of 
money. Economical and ethical. Cha ching! At Showcase Properties, our Green Horsekeeping Guide is 
dedicated to providing educational resources for our clients and community so that the land we love will 
be preserved for generations of horse and nature lovers to come. We would like to thank our sponsors 
below for their generous support.  It’s the small town relationships like these that continue to help big 
ideas come to fruition. 

The College of Central Florida offers Associate degrees in 
Equine Studies and Agribusiness.  Baccalaureate degrees are 
also offered in Business and Organizational Management, with 
either an equine or agribusiness specialization.  Equine students 
learn business and science skills essential for employment in the 
horse industry. Ocala is the perfect location for this program, 
with the large and diverse equine community nearby for lab 
and demonstration purposes. www.CF.edu/Equine

At All-In Removal, we are very excited that we are making a 
positive impact on our environment.  We are proud of the fact that 
none of the horse manure we handle gets put into a landfill.  All 
of our manure gets recycled in one form or another.  By bundling 
our services, we are able to  reduce the amount of trips our trucks 
take to satisfy the horse bedding needs of our customers. Contact 
All-In Removal to find out more about bundle services for your 
farm. www.All-InRemoval.com

The Florida Thoroughbred Breeders’ and Owners’ Association 
is a not-for-profit association with the mission of promoting 
the breeding, raising, sale, training and racing of Florida 
thoroughbreds. FTBOA’s close affiliations with agriculture assist 
industry members in gaining a greater scientific knowledge of 
the most beneficial conservation methods as it relates to grasses, 
soil and land management for success in Florida. A few of these 
include the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services, the University of Florida IFAS, College of Central Florida 
programs, Marion County Agriculture Extension offices and other 
agriculture-related associations. www.FTBOA.com



GREEN HORSE KEEPING  • • •  3

If you’ve been in Central Florida for more than a minute, it’s probably obvious to you that we have 
water. We have a lot of it (sometimes more than we want!). Seems like we’ve got plenty of the stuff, 

right? So why worry about it? Well, it can disappear pretty fast in a dry season, especially with thirsty 
livestock around. But for us horse country Floridians, a bigger issue than keeping the water we’ve 
got is keeping the water we’ve got clean. Water runoff from farms can easily contaminate ground 
water and natural water sources like springs, rivers, and ponds.

Water Conservation and Management

Part 1:  
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Water Conservation
Use automatic watering. Seriously! It’s 
economical, and results in less work for you. 
Automatic watering systems limit the use of water 
and prevent water wastage, resulting ultimately 
in more water to go around and more money in 
your pocket. Most automatic watering systems 
keep water cool in summer and above freezing in 
the winter (and it does freeze in the winter, even 
here in the Sunshine State). We love our horses, 
but what warm-blooded Floridian wants to stand 
out in a paddock on a cold winter morning 
breaking ice? No thanks. They also ensure a 
constant supply of fresh water, so no more having 
to constantly dump out and refill huge troughs 
when they get icky in the summer. Some models 
are even customizable and come with all kinds 
of cool gadgets. Such gadgets include monitors 
that display how much water is used over a 
certain amount of time, allowing you to be better 
informed about the health of your animals.

If you do choose to use an automatic watering 
system, be aware that there are a few drawbacks. 
Automatic waterers must be cleaned often, and 

cleaning them is a little more labor-intensive than 
rinsing out a bucket or trough. When the waterers 
are first installed, horses (especially high-strung 
ones!) can be a little skittish about drinking from 
noisier models. Unless you purchase a model that 
monitors how much your horses are drinking, you’ll 
need to be extra-vigilant for signs of dehydration in 
your horses because you won’t be able to visually 
gauge how the water level in the system changes.

Collect Rainwater
Something native Floridians notice about people 
new to the area is their wonder and awe at the 
daily rain shower that occurs in the summer, usually 
around 3 PM. It’s pretty much our state’s version 
of Old Faithful (not as showy, but whatever). Rain 
is perhaps our biggest “crop,” and one of the 
most unfortunately wasted. It’s also totally free! So 
why not put all this free water to good use? The 
cheapest and easiest route is to just set up a barrel 
or collection tank at your drainage spouts (we’ll get 
to the importance of drainage spouts in a minute). 
You can use the collected water for cleaning or 
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watering plants. Bam. Instant free water. If you 
want to get serious and self-sufficient though, 
you’ll need to buy a special tank or drainage pipe 
that filters the water for other uses like watering 
paddocks, and even watering livestock. You could 
even have a nice store of water storage for yourself 
in the event of a natural disaster or emergency. 
Above-ground options are generally cheaper, 
but underground tanks keep the water cooler 
(preventing the formation of bacteria) and out of 
the way of farm equipment and roving animals. 
This option requires more initial investments of 
time and money, but your wallet will thank you the 

next time your water bill comes in.

Run-Off Management
Install gutters and drain spouts on all buildings. 
This simple and cheap method diverts rainwater 
from high-traffic areas. It reduces the amount of 
sediment, manure, and other runoff that usually 
finds its way into nearby surface water. Runoff can 
alter the chemical makeup of nearby water sources 
and even the nutrient content of the soil it flows 
over, so it’s important to make sure you’ve got 
your runoff situation under control. Cover and/or 
control manure collection areas.

Fence Horses Out Of Surface Water
I know we just talked about the benefits of free 
water, but not all free water is created equal. 

Allowing your horses access to ponds and streams 
is convenient in the short term, but ultimately 
pretty terrible for the water itself. Over time, the 
horses trample the shore of the pond or stream, 
stirring up all kinds of foreign matter. Not all free 
water is created equal. Runoff from the paddock 
and the trampled shore runs down into the pond or 
stream, altering its chemical makeup and allowing 
bacteria and algae to flourish. Bringing the water 
to the horses (see the section on automatic 
watering above) is a much more ecological and 
healthy solution.

Wash Horses with Care
Even horses need baths sometimes, and while 
they don’t know the difference between an 
economy bottle of dollar store shampoo and the 
horse-drink-from-hose-eco-friendly variety, the 
soil and the ground water does. If you’ve got the 
budget, consider stocking up on shampoos that 
are made with organic ingredients and/or do not 
contain sulfates. Fragrance-free is also preferable. 
These products ensure that the soil and water on 
your property are not contaminated with excess 
chemicals. You can even make your own shampoos 
with animal-friendly essential oils (make sure the 
oils do not contain adulterants). Be sure to always 
consult your veterinarian before you put anything 
new on or in your horse’s body.

“HORSES NEED 5-10 GALLONS OF FRESH WATER 
DAILY.  DURING HOT WEATHER, EXERCISING 
HORSES CAN SWEAT UP TO 3 GALLONS OF 

WATER, WHICH WOULD BE 1.2 TO 1.5% OF THEIR 
BODY WEIGHT DAILY.  THIS INCREASES THEIR 

REQUIREMENT FOR WATER EVEN MORE.”
-JUDY DOWNER, PH.D. | COLLEGE OF CENTRAL FLORIDA                                           

PROFESSOR | EQUINE STUDIES
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Part 2:
Waste Management

It’s a chore no horse owner looks forward to, but it’s one of the most crucial to the health of your 
animals and your horse farm: waste management. Here are some tips on how to reduce waste and 

responsibly manage what’s leftover.

Stalls and Shavings 

We like to give our horses the best of everything, 
and that includes a soft, fluffy bed to lay on. But 
that soft, fluffy bed can be a pain for you when the 
time comes to clean it out: it’s hard to dig through, 
and the shavings that compose it are some of the 
most annoying things you’ll ever get stuck in your 
socks. But bedding is still a necessity in order to 
soak up waste and excess moisture in your horse’s 
stall. What to do?

The first step is reducing the amount of shavings 
used, if possible. Soft and fluffy may mean bedtime 
bliss for humans, but horses don’t really need lots 
of fluff to be comfy. A moderate, even dusting 
should be enough to absorb excess moisture and 
make stall cleaning much more manageable.

Secondly, consider investing in rubber stall mats. 
Your horse will thank you: a level surface with just 
a little bit of cushion is much better for hooves 
than concrete or uneven, rocky ground. That level 
surface will also reduce effort and waste come 
stall-cleaning time. The firmness and flatness 
of the rubber allows you to easily scoop up any 
manure and soiled shavings without discarding 
too much unused shavings in the process.

Another worthwhile investment to consider is a 
good stall refresher. Stall refreshers are products 
that help stall bedding not only absorb excess 
moisture from urine, but also break down the 
ammonia in it that can negatively impact your 
horse’s respiratory health. These products come in 
both liquid and solid forms. The liquid forms can 
be easily and evenly sprayed over shavings and 
under stall mats. Solid stall refreshers are usually 
made out of a clay-like compound called zeolite 
and are spread by hand over shavings. They 
have the advantage over liquid forms of keeping 
stalls drier and being excellent for spot-cleaning. 
Many solid stall refresher brands even boast of 
transforming ammonia into nitrogen, making stall 
waste healthier for the soil. However, you tend to 
lose more of the solid product when scooping out 
the stall. Liquid refreshers remain the slightly less 
wasteful option.
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Waste Management
Part 2: Continued

Manure
Dealing with manure is perhaps the biggest 
element of waste management for any horse farm. 
A single horse can produce around 50 pounds of 
manure a day. That’s close to nine tons annually. 
The contents of manure can be used to benefit 
the soil, but Florida land is usually too wet and 
saturated for manure to be used safely, and that 
much buildup can be harmful to both the land and 
surrounding water. Be sure your manure collection 
area is covered or contained to reduce runoff. 
Keep your collection area at least 300 feet away 
from any surface water, ponds, or ditches. If you 
are not using a receptacle, choose the flattest part 
of your land possible to dump manure–observe 
how rain falls on your land and avoid flood areas. 

To completely avoid nutrient leeching, dump 
manure on an impermeable surface such as 
concrete, pavement, or pressed lime rock. Many 
will make the manure they collect available to 
farmers for fertilizer. Many farms drag pastures on 
a regular basis to spread manure and cut down on 
build up and excess fly production.
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You can also utilize a convenient manure collection 
service.  Locally, All-In Removal has simplified 
the process with a cost effective bundle service 
to his customers.  They deliver your shavings 
using a roll-off container.  Once your shavings are 
dumped in your bin, they leave their container 
for your manure collection, switching out for 
your existing full container of manure.  They then 
dispose of that load to their transfer station and 
clean the container with anti-bacterial mixture 
to kill any germs. The container is then ready for 
the next shavings delivery.  “With the “Drop and 
Swap” bundle, we are providing two jobs with 
one trip of the truck. So, when we realized the 
savings, we passed it along to the customer, the 
Horsemen.” said Don Emrick, President / CEO of 

All-In Removal.

“WE ARE PROVIDING TWO JOBS WITH ONE TRIP OF THE TRUCK. SO, WHEN WE 
REALIZED THE SAVINGS, WE PASSED IT ALONG TO THE CUSTOMER, THE HORSEMEN.”

 
- DON EMRICK , PRESIDENT/CEO 

ALL-IN REMOVAL
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Waste Management
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Compost
Composting isn’t just for the crunchy granola 
crowd anymore! As a horse owner, you can benefit 
from it in a variety of ways no matter the size of 
your horse farm. Turning manure into compost 
kills fly eggs and larvae, parasites, pathogens, 
and weed seeds, making it safer to store on your 
property. Compost has a much less noticeable 
smell than raw manure, and is more easily 
marketed to local farmers and other agricultural 
businesses who use it for fertilizer. As a fertilizer, 
compost releases nutrients into the soil slowly yet 
steadily, and is an excellent soil conditioner if you 
choose to use it for your own property. Turning 

raw manure into compost chiefly requires a good 
balance of moisture — it should be kept moist, 
but never soggy. It may need to be watered and/
or covered with plastic to maintain its moisture 
balance. Compost must also be exposed to air on 
a regular basis, so be sure to turn it regularly in 
order to keep it aerated. Careful mucking is also 
important, as excess bedding in the manure can 
throw off its natural carbon to nitrogen ratio.

“WITH SMALL FARMS, COMPOSTING MANURE IS BEST DONE IN A BIN, 
ABOUT 4 FEET SQUARE AND TALL.  A PROTOTYPE OF THIS DESIGN HAS BEEN 

INSTALLED AT THE COLLEGE OF CENTRAL FLORIDA’S VINTAGE FARM IN A 
PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN THE EQUINE AND ENGINEERING STUDENTS.”

 
-JUDY DOWNER, PH.D. | COLLEGE OF CENTRAL FLORIDA                                           

PROFESSOR | EQUINE STUDIES



8  • • • GREEN HORSE KEEPING

Pest Control 101: 
The Basics
“Pest control” often conjures up concerns about 
dangerous chemicals, but fear not! Many of the 
following pest control methods are probably 
familiar to you, but what you may not know is that 
many of the old standbys are surprisingly good for 
the environment and safe for both man and horse 
to handle.

Standing water
Be sure to eliminate all unnecessary sources of 
standing water, as they create fertile breeding 
grounds for mosquitoes. Mosquitoes aren’t just 
annoying, they also spread dangerous equine and 
human diseases, so be vigilant! Change water 
troughs regularly in the summer months, and 
avoid leaving out unnecessary buckets and barrels 
that could become filled with rainwater.

Fly traps and fly paper 

Most of these are surprisingly green. Both the 
hanging strips and standing traps are simply 
paper covered in a sticky, natural fly attractant that 
you change out periodically. Just be sure not to 
place them where tails or manes might get stuck 
to them!

Fly spray 
Most fly sprays on the market are made with organic 
compounds called pyrethrins which are derived 
from the chrysanthemum plant and have been 
used as insect deterrents for thousands of years. 
However, they can be toxic when inhaled, so be 
sure to spray your animals in a well-ventilated area. 
There are also non-pyrethrin sprays on the market 
that utilize botanical ingredients like citronella.

Fly masks 
These reusable, soft mesh masks come in handy 
if you have horses that just can’t stand to have 
flies, no-see-ums, or dirt around their face (be 
real, everyone has that one horse). They’re also 
especially useful for keeping bugs out of irritated, 
weeping, or medicated eyes, and will save you 
from expending too much fly spray.

Taking It To the Next Level: 
Predators & Plants
Fly spray and fly masks are good as far as they go, 
but they don’t really get to the root of the problem: 
property-wide population control. Here are some 
seriously green ways to win the battle of the bugs 

Bugs are a reality of life for everyone in Florida including residents of the Ocala area, but those who 
operate horse farms are always on the front lines of a never-ending battle against all the icky critters 

our state has to offer. Here are some pest control tips to help keep your farm both green and bug-free!

Pest Control

Part 3: 
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Parasite wasps 

These helpful, stingless creatures lay their eggs 
inside the pupae of pest flies, destroying the 
developing fly in the process. Shortly afterward a 
brand new parasite wasp emerges and the cycle 
continues. You can procure packages of ready-to-
use pre-fertilized pupae from most farm supply 
shops or the Internet, and simply sprinkle them 
wherever flies tend to congregate. The wasps 
hatch and go about their fly-destroying business.

Chickens 

If you feel you have the resources to invest in a 
few chickens or Guinea hens, they control pests 
wonderfully by eating all the insect larvae they can 
find.

Bats
Yes, bats. An average colony of bats can eat 33 
million insects in a single summer. Setting up one 
or more bat houses on your farm will not only 
help control the insect population, but will also 
help bolster the declining bat population that is 
so important to Florida’s ecological health. The 
University of Florida’s Extension Service provides 
ample information on how to make (or purchase) 

Pest Control

and set up your own bat houses. The only catch 
is that bat houses do accumulate guano beneath 
them, which requires periodic disposal.

Herb gardens 
Keeping an herb garden can be a pleasant and 
tasty past time, but it can also keep pests at 
bay. There are some plants bugs love and some 
that they absolutely can’t stand — and most of 
them are herbs you likely use every day. Research 
into the effectiveness of plants against pests 
is mixed, but many people swear by them as 
natural, chemical free deterrents. Basil plants 
are purported to repel mosquitoes and flies, 
as is oregano. Lovely, calming lavender is an 
unexpected heavy hitter that drives away fleas, 
flies, mosquitoes and scorpions. The leaves of 
the lemongrass plant naturally contain citronella, 
and can be used to fight off mosquitoes. Other 
common garden plants believed to be hated by 
flies and mosquitoes are mint, rosemary, marigold, 
bay, lemon balm and common lantana.

“PASTURE IS THE MOST COMMON ROUTE OF INTERNAL PARASITE INFECTION.  REMOVING MANURE 
FROM THE PASTURE AND COMPOSTING IT WILL EFFECTIVELY DESTROY INTERNAL PARASITE EGGS 

AND LARVAE.  DRAGGING THE PASTURES DURING THE HOT SUMMER MONTHS ALSO KILLS INTERNAL 
PARASITE LARVAE, BUT THE DAILY TEMPERATURE SHOULD BE ABOVE 80 DEGREES.  BELOW 80 DEGREES 

IS LIKELY TO SPREAD THE LARVAE OVER MORE OF THE PASTURE, INCREASING REINFECTION RATES.”
 

-JUDY DOWNER, PH.D. | COLLEGE OF CENTRAL FLORIDA                                           
PROFESSOR | EQUINE STUDIES
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Sustainable-stables. Horse farms can be both user-friendly and environmentally friendly, 
depending on your level of planning and commitment. A well-designed and constructed barn 

can be the highlight of your gorgeous green farm. When planning your next facility update, here 
are some points to consider to keep your carbon foot-print down, and your horses spirits high.

Eco-Friendly Barns and Facilities

Part 4:
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MATERIALS
Concrete & Other Construction Materials
Although its production does include wastes like slag, 
burnt clay, and combustor ash, concrete’s recyclability 
and energy efficiency makes it a great choice for 
building your barn. Concrete reduces temperature 
swings in buildings, and its light color keeps buildings 
cool in hot, sunny environments. “Green concrete”–
concrete produced with minimum emissions and 
waste products–is also an option that your contractor 
may have available. You can also inquire with your 
contractor or builder about using recycled or reclaimed 
steel and wood as well.

Paint
Paints can release toxic  emissions into  the atmosphere 
from the volatile organic compounds (VOCs) used in their 
composition. These emissions can be released for years 
after the paint’s application. To avoid this, look for low-
VOC paints when constructing your facilities–most home 
improvement retailers have a wide variety of eco-friendly 
options available. The right paint choice can also help 
you save on energy bills. Use a light-colored exterior 
paint to reduce heat absorption, and consider going with 
light shades in feed and tack rooms as well. Light paints 
in interior rooms increase visibility and reduce the need 
for bright lights. 

DESIGN
Lighting
Speaking of lights, try to utilize as much natural 
light as possible in the design of your facilities 
with windows and skylights to reduce the need for 
electric lighting. Where electric lighting is absolutely 
essential (feed rooms, tack rooms, offices, etc.), use 
energy-efficient bulbs like compact florescents and 
LEDs, which sap about 25-80% less energy than 
incandescents.

Ventilation
Barn ventilation is crucial for your horse’s health, 
especially in our area where all seasons are prone 
to being uncomfortably wet whether it’s hot or cold. 
With improperly ventilated barns, moisture and uric 
acid can build up along with pathogens that spread 
disease. This can lead to severe respiratory issues 
in horses or any other animal occupying the barn. 
It can also make the spread of disease from animal 
to animal much easier. Heat is also a factor that 
can make horses miserable in an poorly-ventilated 
barn, and one that horse owners in Florida must 
be especially aware of. Ideally, a barn should be 
constructed so that fresh air can enter one end and 
exit the other, with space between the eaves and the 
roof for extra ventilation.
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Sometimes it’s not easy being green. You’re a busy horse owner, and there isn’t always the time or 
the resources to turn your farm into the eco-enclave of your dreams. If you’re looking for simple, 

no-stress ways to stay environmentally friendly, we’ve got ’em: to conclude our Green Horse Keeping 
series, here are some quick and easy tips for staying green in all your equine endeavors.

Quick and Easy Tips For Keeping Your Farm Green

Part 5:
Eco-Friendly Barns and Facilities
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Eco-Friendly Grooming
Use eco-friendly grooming products whenever 
you can. These usually carry a “Design for the 
Environment” logo certifying that the EPA has found 
that the product contains the least harmful chemicals 
in their class. Also be on the lookout for shampoos 
and soaps that contain biodegradable surfactants. 
Surfactants are the ingredients in shampoos and 
soaps that lift dirt and oils away from surfaces, but 
many of them don’t dissolve in water and do not 
biodegrade. This means they can accumulate in the 
soil and in the water supply. Using detergents with 
biodegradable surfactants can lessen your impact 
on your local environment.

Bucket & Sponge Baths
Speaking of soap and shampoo, when bath time 
comes around, consider using a bucket and sponge 
to wash your horse instead of a hose. This will keep 
you from using excess water (some horses are 
terrified of hoses anyway!).

Homemade Cleaners
To step up your green farm cleaning game even 
further, you can make your own simple every day 
cleaning products from common household items. 
Replace your window cleaner with a mixture of one 
cup of vinegar, one cup of water, and 1/4 cup of 
lemon juice. The same mixture without lemon juice 

makes a great surface cleaner. For wood surfaces, 
use 3/4 cup of olive oil mixed with 1/4 cup vinegar.

Recycle
Recycle, recycle, recycle! If you don’t want to recycle 
all of your waste (though it is a great idea!); you 
can start small with using your recycled containers 
for storage. Supplement containers, spray bottles, 
shampoo bottles, anything you can repurpose and 
avoid throwing away.

Posted Trails
When trail riding, keep to posted trails and avoid 
riding when trails are muddy. Riding over loose 
ground can contribute to erosion, run-off and water 
pollution. Staying on posted trails is important not 
only for your own safety, but the well-being of local 
wildlife and habitats.

Clean Up Behind You
Whether you trail ride by yourself or with a group, 
leave no trace, just as if you were camping or hiking. 
If there is nowhere to dispose of trash or waste, keep 
it with you until you can safely throw it away.

Carpooling
Carpooling isn’t just for commutes! When travelling 
to shows and equestrian events, carpool with friends 
or other people in the community who may also be 
going to reduce your carbon footprint.
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Showcase Properties of Central Florida is proud to help home and farm buyers from across the 
country discover the unique and exceptional Ocala lifestyle. We are a team of professionals 
dedicated to helping discerning buyers find their place in the Horse Capital of the World ™, 
and passionate about making the local equestrian community flourish. North Central Florida is 
where we live, work, and play—meaning we’re invested in helping customers become neighbors, 
friends, and valued members of the local community. Become part of Marion County’s rich 
equestrian legacy and Discover Ocala with us!

www.ShowcaseOcala.com

This booklet is produced exclusively by Showcase Properties of Central Florida and FTBOA Florida Equine Publications. 2018


