
The College Board that owns the Advanced Placement (AP) World History course for high schoolers 
recently caused a stir among professional historians by announcing plans to lop off from its course most 
of what happened in the world prior to 1450. The stir has been so great that the board is now 
reconsidering this plan. 

In the meantime, however, this news gives us an opportunity to consider the role of history in our faith 
and in our understanding of the Bible. So those will be our topics for this installment of The Wired Word. 

If you'd prefer a different topic, look at our second lesson, which opens with the story about Los Angeles' 
observance of the 75th "Smogiversary" -- when Californians began to experience the phenomenon of 
smog. The event provides us with the opportunity to explore the topics of air pollution, stewardship of the 
environment, spiritual pollution and how our faith can help us counteract the pervasive problem of sin. 
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AP World History May Be Shorter in 2019 

The Wired Word for the Week of July 22, 2018 

In the News 

If the nonprofit College Board that owns the Advanced Placement (AP) Program follows through 

on its recently announced change, its AP World History course for high schoolers, beginning 

with the 2019-2020 school year, will ignore most of what happened in the world prior to 1450. 

But the plan has garnered enough criticism and resistance from history educators across the 

country that the College Board is now rethinking it. 

The AP Program is designed to enable "willing and academically prepared students to pursue 

college-level studies while still in high school," the group's website says. High schools can 

choose to offer the AP courses, with corresponding exams administered once a year, and then the 

student can have those courses credited to their required college coursework. 

The existing AP World History course and exam, which last year gave nearly 300,000 high 

school students across the country the chance to gain college history credit, covers 10,000 years 

of history across all seven continents. The sheer volume of material had prompted some teachers 

of the course to say that covering 100 centuries of history in one school year meant that they 

could not go into depth on any era to cover all that content in one year. 

The AP program divides world history into six periods (see full list in "For Further Discussion," 

below), with Period 4 beginning in 1450. The College Board's plan was that high schools split 

the AP World History teaching into two one-year courses, with the first covering Periods 1-3, 

from 8000 B.C. to A.D. 1450, and the second year covering Periods 4-6, 1450 to the present. But 

the material from the pre-1450 course would not be part of the AP exam, which is held each 

spring, making it likely that most schools would opt against changing their entire history 

program to include two years of world history, and would offer only the second course. 



Some observers have noted that starting the history line at 1450 means that none of the origins of 

the world religions, other than Mormonism, would be covered, but the Board's plan said that 

"some content (i.e., world religions) from Periods 1-3 will be reviewed in Periods 4-6." 

History educators critical of the College Board's plan argue that starting at 1450 makes the 

course very Eurocentric, and perhaps only a beefed-up "History of Western Civilization." 

Laura J. Mitchell, a former chairwoman of the committee that develops the exam and a history 

professor at the University of California Irvine, expressed concern that the course would lose its 

intended point -- to be a broad survey of historical trends. She said that shifting the start date 

back a few centuries would not solve the problem. 

"World history asks you to think in long time frames and large geographic spaces," Mitchell 

said. "Students don't get those kinds of intellectual challenges in any other course." 

Some college and university history professors have said they would recommend their schools 

revoke credit for the course if the exam material starts in 1450. 

Still, the existing curriculum is so broad that it's a massive amount of content for students to 

absorb. So, while few historians want the cutoff to be 1450, many agree that some reduction of 

the time period to be studied is warranted. 

The College Board has listened to the critics and has said it will announce a revised plan later 

this month. 

More on this story can be found at these links: 

2019-20 AP World History Changes. AP Central 

Jesus, Genghis Khan and Joan of Arc Are Just Some of the Major Figures That Could Be Cut 

From AP World History Classes. TIME  

A.P. World History Tries to Trim Thousands of Years, and Educators Revolt. The New York 

Times  

Course Details (the six historical periods). AP Students 

The Big Questions 

1. Is the purpose of history simply to tell us what happened? What is Bible history intended to 

tell us? Is it simply what happened, or what it means for our lives of faith? Both? Neither? 

Something else? 

2. How important is a broad knowledge of world history? Explain your answer. 

3. Is the task of the historian to explain the past, justify the past, condemn the past or something 

else, and if so, what? 

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-world-history/course/2019-20-changes
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-world-history/course/2019-20-changes
http://time.com/5319902/ap-history-college-board/
http://time.com/5319902/ap-history-college-board/
https://nytimes.com/2018/06/21/us/ap-world-history-exam.html
https://nytimes.com/2018/06/21/us/ap-world-history-exam.html
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-world-history/course-details


4. How much of the Bible do you need to know to adequately support your faith in God and 

commitment to Christ? 

5. If Jesus were a history teacher, do you think he would teach world history, the history of 

religion or some other aspect of history? Why? 

Confronting the News With Scripture and Hope 

Here are some Bible verses to guide your discussion: 

Job 8:8-10 (The Message) 

Put the question to our ancestors, 

   study what they learned from their ancestors. 

For we're newcomers at this, with a lot to learn, 

   and not too long to learn it. 

So why not let the ancients teach you, tell you what's what, 

   instruct you in what they knew from experience? (For context, read 8:1-19.) 

This sounds like good advice regarding learning from history, but these words were spoken by 

Bildad, a friend of the suffering Job. Bildad, in complete disregard for Job's grief, was trying to 

tell him that the death of Job's children was deserved. Yet we know from the larger story that 

such was not the case. 

Bildad's approach suggests how hard it is to understand history while it is happening and how 

easy it can be to make current events mean what we want them to mean. 

Questions: What works against your being able to understand the significance of history while 

you are living it? What works in favor of your being able to understand the significance of 

history while you are living it? If it is hard to recognize the significance at the time, what ought 

be our attitude toward those who interpret current events differently from how we see them? 

Can you think of an important world event from some years ago that has changed in 

significance? What did you used to think it meant? How does it look to you now? 

Psalm 78:2-4 

I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings from of old, things that we 

have heard and known, that our ancestors have told us. We will not hide them from 

their children; we will tell to the coming generation the glorious deeds of the LORD, 

and his might, and the wonders that he has done. (For context, read 78:1-8 or 78:1-72.) 

We don't usually list two options for the context reading, but here, all 72 verses of Psalm 78 are 

elaborations of the psalm's main theme: that Israel's history shows God's guidance and 

providential care of the Israelites. Yet because 72 verses are a lot of reading, we've also listed the 

shorter option, verses 1-8. 

This psalm is but one of many places where the Bible illustrates why it refers to history. From 

the biblical point of view, God's care of people in the past and his faithfulness to his covenant 



with Israel should be remembered to assure the generation to which a Bible passage is addressed 

that God will do the same for them, as long as they obey him. 

This psalm also urges the generation to which it was originally addressed to look at what 

happened to Israelites who did not keep faith with God. (For example, read the account 

summarized in verses 9-11, 21-22 and 30-31.) 

Question: Since we today were not part of the original audience of the Bible's writings (for 

instance, we did not personally experience release from Egyptian slavery or the exile to 

Babylon), how, if at all, does biblical history communicate anything useful for our faith today? 

Are there lessons you have encountered in scripture that don't seem to speak to you today? 

1 Corinthians 10:11 

These things happened to them to serve as an example, and they were written down to instruct 

us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. (For context, read 10:1-13.) 

Paul had a founding interest in the church at Corinth (Acts 18:1-11), but after he had moved on, 

developments within that church threatened its integrity. There were divisive quarrels (1 

Corinthians 1:11), problems of immorality (5:1), legal wrangling between members (6:1-7), 

defrauding of members by members (6:8) and controversy about eating food that had been 

offered to idols (8:1-13). So Paul wrote to urge the ending of those divisions. 

Apparently, some of the Corinthians reasoned that since they were baptized, partakers of the 

Lord's Supper and followers of Christ, they were safe in their wrongdoing. Thus, Paul created a 

warning lesson from Israel's history. He cited events where the Israelites had similar spiritual 

advantages. To make this point, Paul retrofitted the story of the Israelites in the wilderness with 

Christian interpretations. He spoke of their crossing of the sea and their passing through the 

cloud as baptism (v. 2, cf. Exodus 14:20-22) and their God-provided manna (v. 3, cf. Exodus 

16:4, 35) and water from the rock (v. 4, cf. Exodus 17:6) as the Lord's Supper. He identified the 

"spiritual rock that followed them" as Christ (v. 5). 

Despite these spiritual advantages, said Paul, "most" of the Israelites so displeased God that 

"they were struck down in the wilderness" (v. 5, cf. Exodus 32:26-28; Numbers 11:1-3; 21:6). 

Among the specific sins of the ancient Israelites, said Paul, were idolatry (v. 7, cf. Exodus 32:1-

6, 19) and sexual immorality (v. 8, cf. Numbers 25:1-9). 

Paul's point was that if God punished even the Chosen People -- who had the same spiritual 

advantages as the Corinthian followers of Jesus -- for going astray, the Corinthians could not 

expect God to overlook their wrongdoings. 

When Paul said, "These things happened to them to serve as an example, and they were written 

down to instruct us," he meant that the scripture is not just about the past but also about the 

present. God didn't tolerate idolatry and immorality back then, so the Corinthians shouldn't 

expect God to tolerate it in their day. 



Questions: To what degree is scripture about the present? Is all scripture about the present? Why 

or why not? How important is it to understand the historical situation for which a scripture 

passage was originally written in order to interpret it for use today? 

Ecclesiastes 1:9 

What has been is what will be, and what has been done is what will be done; there is nothing 

new under the sun. (For context, read 1:1-11.) 

The view expressed in Ecclesiastes about history is essentially a minority report among the 

biblical books. The writer seems affected by a kind of jadedness and malaise about life, but as 

such, he perhaps speaks for some of us today. 

 Henry Ford once said, "History is more or less bunk. It's tradition. We don't want 

tradition. We want to live in the present, and the only history that is worth a tinker's 

dam is the history that we make today." 

 The novelist and philosopher George Santayana said, "Those who cannot remember the 

past are condemned to repeat it." 

 The English historian A.J.P. Taylor denied that the study of history gave one a guide to 

the future. He said, "All history tells us that something will happen, though probably 

what we do not expect." 

Question: Of the above quotes, which one, if any, was right? 

Colossians 1:15-17 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in heaven 

and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers 

or powers -- all things have been created through him and for him. He himself is before all 

things, and in him all things hold together. (For context, read 1:15-23.) 

Here is a biblical affirmation that "all things" -- which would include the big events of world 

history, among other things -- have been created for Christ and that he holds them all together. 

Questions: What might it mean to say that Christ is the Lord of history? What might that mean 

in terms of some of the cruel, bloodthirsty and otherwise terrible things history records? 

For Further Discussion 

1. Here are the six periods of world history as defined by the AP World History course. What 

would be lost if the AP course taught only periods 4-6? How might our understanding of God 

and faith be affected if we knew history only from 1450 forward? 

Period 1: Technological and Environmental Transformations, to c. 600 B.C. 

 Key Concept 1.1. Big Geography and the Peopling of the Earth 

 Key Concept 1.2. The Neolithic Revolution and Early Agricultural Societies 



 Key Concept 1.3. The Development and Interactions of Early Agricultural, 

Pastoral, and Urban Societies 

Period 2: Organization and Reorganization of Human Societies, c. 600 B.C. to c. A.D. 600 

 Key Concept 2.1. The Development and Codification of Religious and Cultural 

Traditions 

 Key Concept 2.2. The Development of States and Empires 

 Key Concept 2.3. Emergence of Interregional Networks of Communication and 

Exchange 

Period 3: Regional and Interregional Interactions, c. A.D. 600 to c. 1450 

 Key Concept 3.1. Expansion and Intensification of Communication and 

Exchange Networks 

 Key Concept 3.2. Continuity and Innovation of State Forms and Their 

Interactions 

 Key Concept 3.3. Increased Economic Productive Capacity and Its 

Consequences 

Period 4: Global Interactions, c. 1450 to c. 1750 

 Key Concept 4.1. Globalizing Networks of Communication and Exchange 

 Key Concept 4.2. New Forms of Social Organization and Modes of Production 

 Key Concept 4.3. State Consolidation and Imperial Expansion 

Period 5: Industrialization and Global Integration, c. 1750 to c. 1900 

 Key Concept 5.1. Industrialization and Global Capitalism 

 Key Concept 5.2. Imperialism and Nation-State Formation 

 Key Concept 5.3. Nationalism, Revolution, and Reform 

 Key Concept 5.4. Global Migration 

Period 6: Accelerating Global Change and Realignments, c. 1900 to the Present 

 Key Concept 6.1. Science and the Environment 

 Key Concept 6.2. Global Conflicts and Their Consequences 

 Key Concept 6.3. New Conceptualizations of Global Economy, Society, and 

Culture 

2. Respond to this from TWW team member Frank Ramirez: "Discounting a chunk of history is 

standard procedure for sports fans. I hear experts argue that Michael Jordan is the greatest 

basketball player of all time even though Kareem Abdul Jabbar won more college 

championships, scored more points than anyone else and had a hook shot which was 

unstoppable, and also was active politically and socially, is a filmmaker, author and 

spokesperson for human values. Or wouldn't it be better just to point to Bill Russell and leave it 



at that. Sports fans talk about certain recent teams being the greatest of all time, just because they 

are recent." 

3. Discuss this, also from TWW team member Frank Ramirez: "Many Christians discount most 

of the Hebrew scriptures and start biblical history with their nativity set. Other than wanting to 

argue about how long Creation took or if Jonah could survive three days in a whale, many 

Christians are woefully ignorant about the prophetic witness, or the shape of biblical history, or 

what the Chronicler has to say in contrast to the author of Samuel and Kings. 

            "Some Christians then jump from the apostolic era to the present, or perhaps at best 

they'll jump from the apostles to Luther and then jump to the present. Yet there are so many 

important witnesses: the Apostolic Fathers, the pre- and post-Nicene writers, the thoughtful 

commentators of the many centuries between the first and the 16th who are unknown to most 

Christians or, if they are mentioned, are discounted." 

Responding to the News 

If you have any high schoolers in your church who are taking or have taken the AP World 

History course, invite them to class to speak about what they learned that might help them in 

their ongoing lives. 

Prayer 

O Lord, we know that our lives, as well as those of all who have ever lived, are in your hands. 

Help us to learn whatever it is from history that will help us to better be your servants in this 

world. In Jesus' name. Amen. 

Other News This Week 

Los Angeles Observes 75th 'Smogiversary' 

In the News 

On July 8, Los Angeles observed the 75
th

 "smogiversary" of a somewhat arbitrary date in 1943 

when the city experienced smog, a combination of smoke and fog, for the first time. The 

mysterious phenomenon caused decreased visibility, car accidents and health problems such as 

difficulty breathing. 

Initially people suspected that smog was produced by a Japanese chemical warfare attack or 

emissions from a power plant, but in 1952, scientist Arie Haagen-Smit pinpointed the fumes 

produced by automobiles as the primary source. 

TWW team member Frank Ramirez wrote: "My teen years were spent in Southern California in 

the '60s and early '70s. At that time the smog was so bad that you could not see the foothills of 

the San Gabriel Valley from only a couple miles away. We practiced football at 7:00 

a.m. because we were not allowed outdoors in the afternoon. Games could be stopped abruptly if 



the smog got above a certain level, and you had to wait until it descended to so-called safe 

levels." 

Another TWW team member, James Berger, described what it was like in Southern California 

when he was at Fuller Theological Seminary from 1971 to 1975: "I remember playing football 

on the fields around the Rose Bowl and having to stop because we couldn't breathe. Back in our 

dorm we kept coughing up black sputum. Then we heard on the radio that there was a Level 5 

Smog Alert in effect. We lay in our beds, coughing and hacking for several hours." 

By 1978, the metropolitan L.A. area exceeded the federal ozone standard about 234 days, or two 

of every three days, that year. Due to improved technology and tightened emissions regulations 

in California, that figure declined to 132 days in 2016. But Los Angeles still ranks as the dirtiest 

city by ozone in the entire country. 

The problem of poor air quality is not limited to California, however. Evidence suggests that air 

pollution contributes to a higher incidence of asthma, emphysema, lung cancer and other health 

problems and that poor air quality is a factor in 19,000 premature deaths each year in the United 

States. Children who live in highly polluted areas function with 80 percent or less lung capacity. 

TWW team member Stan Purdum, who just returned from a trip to Asia, remarked, "Regarding 

smog, you should see China. Some days it's so bad you can't see the sun! While we slept, our 

eyes seeped and we woke up with crusty residue stuck to our eyelashes. And this while sleeping 

in the air-conditioned environment of western-style hotels." 

The World Health Organization estimates that air pollution is responsible for 4.6 million deaths 

each year, more than the number attributed to car accidents. 

In addition to the negative impact of poor air quality on health, air pollution also contributes to 

degradation of the natural environment and human-made structures, lower worker productivity, 

greater rates of student absenteeism and a drag on the economy. 

Air pollution stems from mobile sources (modes of transportation), stationary sources (energy 

producers and industry), regional sources (agriculture and urban centers) and natural phenomena 

(volcanic eruptions, wildfires, etc.). 

"In some ways, I wish we could have a 1943 every year just to remind us," Chip Jacobs, co-

author of Smogtown: The Lung-Burning History of Pollution in Los Angeles, said. "When you 

can see it and smell it and watch your dog struggle or watch your lawn turn brown ... that was a 

call to action, and people's indifference does tend to follow a bell curve where it shoots up in a 

crisis and then dips, dips, dips." 

The introduction of higher air-quality standards through the Clean Air Act in the United States 

and similar legislation has reduced the presence of some pollutants, but the need for cost-benefits 

analyses concerning emissions, as well as cost-effective and comprehensive solutions to the 

problem of poor air quality, is ongoing. 



More on this story can be found at these links: 

Happy 75 Years of Smog, LA. We Don't Wear Gas Masks Anymore but the Air Is Still 

Terrible. LAist.com 

Coalition for Clean Air. ccair.org 

My New Favorite Gadget: A Purple Air Air Quality Monitor. Clean Technica 

Where Does Air Pollution Come From? National Park Service 

Yes, the U.S. Leads All Countries in Reducing Carbon Emissions. Forbes 

Applying the News Story 

Los Angeles' observance of the 75th "Smogiversary" -- when Californians began to experience 

the phenomenon of smog -- provides us with the opportunity to explore the topics of air 

pollution, stewardship of the environment, spiritual pollution and how our faith can help us 

counteract the pervasive problem of sin. 

The Big Questions 

1. Think of a time when the actions of a government agency or official, a business, or an 

individual caused harm to the environment. Were those responsible held accountable in any 

way? What should people of faith do to encourage government agencies, businesses and average 

citizens to act responsibly as good stewards of God's creation? 

2. How might smog be a useful metaphor for spiritual pollution, sin or evil? 

3. To what extent is degradation of the environment related to personal sin, societal systems or 

culture? To what extent is care for creation related to personal righteousness, shared values or 

culture? What does our relationship with God have to do with the way we view the planet on 

which we live? 

4. Recently, dog trainer Gigi Zheng posted a picture on social media of her scruffy terrier mix, 

Chewbacca Cuddlebun Waffles (Chewie for short), sitting in the kitchen sink waiting for a bath, 

under the watchful eye of her spotless Pomeranian, Ringo Dingo. The caption read, "One of us 

rolled in unknown filth." Just as it seems that most dogs have a penchant for the stinkiest muck 

in the vicinity, human beings seem to have an inexhaustible capacity for getting into all kinds of 

trouble. Do you believe it is inherently difficult to live a holy life? Why or why not? 

5. How can we be holy (untouched or unpolluted by the world, "in the world but not of it") when 

evil is so pervasive? What spiritual disciplines or resources do you find particularly helpful in 

fighting or fleeing temptation? 

Confronting the News With Scripture and Hope 

Here are some Bible verses to guide your discussion: 

Isaiah 24:3-6 

The earth shall be utterly laid waste and utterly despoiled; 

http://www.laist.com/2018/07/09/happy_smogiversary_la.php
http://www.laist.com/2018/07/09/happy_smogiversary_la.php
http://www.ccair.org/our-goals/clear-network/ccas-air-quality-monitoring-network/
https://cleantechnica.com/2018/07/09/my-new-favorite-gadget-a-purple-air-air-quality-monitor/
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/air/sources.htm
https://www.forbes.com/sites/rrapier/2017/10/24/yes-the-u-s-leads-all-countries-in-reducing-carbon-emissions/#62e118d83535


     for the LORD has spoken this word. 

The earth dries up and withers, the world languishes and withers; 

     the heavens languish together with the earth. 

The earth lies polluted under its inhabitants; 

     for they have transgressed laws, violated the statutes, broken the everlasting covenant. 

Therefore a curse devours the earth, and its inhabitants suffer for their guilt; 

     therefore the inhabitants of the earth dwindled, and few people are left.  

(For context, read 24:1-6.) 

The prophet here warns of impending judgment upon the earth that would come in the form of 

environmental desolation and the displacement of its inhabitants (v. 1). Before the disaster, 

people were separated by class and status, but afterward, no one would have an advantage over 

anyone else: there would be no distinction between the laity and the priest; as the slave and maid 

lived, so would the master and mistress; the buyer and the seller would meet on a level playing 

field, as would the lender and the borrower, the creditor and the debtor (v. 2). 

Every person, whether rich or poor, young or old, weak or strong, good or evil, who experiences 

a natural disaster or resides in a polluted neighborhood is bound to be negatively impacted in 

some way. Judgment falls on all. 

Questions: How is ecological degradation connected to spiritual pollution? What laws might the 

inhabitants of earth transgress that could result in such environmental disaster? Is it possible to 

obey human regulations and still break "the everlasting covenant"? Explain. 

Job 4:17-19 

Can mortals be righteous before God? 

            Can human beings be pure before their Maker? 

Even in his servants he puts no trust, 

            and his angels he charges with error; 

how much more those who live in houses of clay, 

            whose foundation is in the dust, 

            who are crushed like a moth. (For context, read 4:17-21.) 

When Job is grieving the loss of his children and possessions, and suffering great physical pain, 

his friends commiserate with him and attempt to sort out why Job has been afflicted this way. 

Job doesn't think he has done anything wrong that would explain why he has to go through so 

many trials. 

His friends take exception to what they might call Job's self-righteous attitude. Eliphaz chimes in 

first, saying that if the Creator finds fault in angels, surely humans cannot be blameless. Later, 

Bildad argues that even the moon and the stars are not pure in God's sight, so how could a mortal 

be righteous before God (25:4-6)? 

But Job 1:22 reports that "in all this Job did not sin or charge God with wrongdoing." Job was 

meticulous about his relationship with God, offering sacrifices on behalf of his children in case 

they might have sinned, and worshiping God even after they all died in a tragic accident. And 



God's own testimony about Job was that "there is no one like him on the earth, a blameless and 

upright man who fears God and turns away from evil" (1:8). 

Questions: What is the difference between recognizing your own human vulnerability with 

regard to temptation and assuming that you are guilty of sin on such a large scale that it would 

explain whatever suffering you might experience? 

Recall a time when you became aware of your own imperfections. How did you deal with that 

realization? What feelings or actions are generated within you by the knowledge that "all 

[including you] have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23)? 

Isaiah 6:3, 5 

And one [seraph] called to another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole 

earth is full of his glory." ... And I said: "Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, 

and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of 

hosts!" (For context, read 6:1-8.) 

At a time of national mourning for King Uzziah, Isaiah had a vision of the Lord in his holiness, 

sitting on a high and lofty throne. Seeing God in all his glorious perfection helped Isaiah see his 

own impurity and that of his people. He would have despaired, but one of the seraphs touched 

his mouth with a live coal taken from the altar, declaring that his guilt was removed and his sin 

was blotted out, making him fit to serve the Lord. 

Questions: What does it mean to you that God is holy? When, if ever, have you become aware 

that you live in an "unclean" culture and among an "unclean" people? 

Why is it important to acknowledge both your own "uncleanness" and the "uncleanness" of your 

people? How does that admission prepare you to receive cleansing and forgiveness of sin? 

How does such a vision of God, of your spiritual condition, and of the condition of your people 

prepare you to serve God?   

John 17:11, 15-17 

[Jesus prayed for his disciples,] "And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, 

and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that 

they may be one, as we are one. ... I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask 

you to protect them from the evil one. They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to 

the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth." (For context, read 17:11-19.) 

As Jesus prepared to go to the cross, he thought of his disciples. Later, in the Garden of 

Gethsemane, he prayed that he would have the strength to fulfill his mission, but here he prayed 

for his friends, who were part of the kingdom he was establishing, the kingdom that he told 

Pilate was "not of this world" (18:36 [NIV]). 

Jesus knew that the pull of the world ruled by Satan (1 John 5:19) was strong, so he prayed that 

God would protect his followers in his name (the name that means "God saves"). 



Of course Jesus' followers are physically in the world, but they do not share the values of the 

world ruled by the evil one. This is what Jesus means when he says "they do not belong to the 

world" but are to be sanctified -- set apart, different from those who are under the spell of the 

evil one. We have pledged our allegiance to King Jesus, not to anyone or anything else. 

It is significant that while we are not "of the world" ruled by the evil one, we remain in the world 

where we can function as light to those who are suffering from compromised visibility caused by 

spiritual smog. 

Questions: What is the significance of truth as it relates to setting Jesus' followers apart? How 

does God "sanctify them in the truth"?    

1 Timothy 5:20-22 

As for those who persist in sin, rebuke them in the presence of all, so that the rest also may stand 

in fear. In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of the elect angels, I warn you to keep 

these instructions without prejudice, doing nothing on the basis of partiality. ... do not 

participate in the sins of others; keep yourself pure. (For context, read 5:17-25.) 

Here Paul counsels Timothy on church discipline of leaders. Previously he advised that leaders 

who are accused of misconduct should be treated fairly, and that evidence needs to be verified by 

two or three witnesses before accusations are believed (v. 19). Then he moves on to leaders who 

have sinned and who refuse to repent. In such a case, public rebuke is warranted for the sake of 

the community of believers, so that they "may stand in fear" of God, and guard against the 

enticements of sin and arrogance. 

Elsewhere, Paul says that when someone "is detected in a transgression," those who have 

received the Spirit should restore that person in a spirit of gentleness, taking care lest they 

themselves be tempted (Galatians 6:1). Whether or not a person is rebuked or restored depends 

on the attitude of the sinner. 

In any case, those in positions of authority must be mindful that they are also "prone to wander"; 

so they should mete out justice humbly and fairly, without showing favoritism to some or 

prejudice against others. To do otherwise would be to "participate in the sins of others." 

Questions: How might the sin of one individual, particularly a community or church leader, 

pollute others, leading them into sin, if that person's sin is not dealt with effectively? What do 

fair judgment, gentleness and humility have to do with keeping yourself pure? How do you 

balance the need to rebuke a brazen, unrepentant sinner with the need for humility? 

For Further Discussion 

1. How much of environmental degradation is a systemic, society-wide problem and how much 

of it is the result of individual action? If it's mostly a systemic problem, what can individuals 

really do? 



2. Respond to this, from TWW contributor Frank Ramirez: "The fact is that smog in the L.A. 

area is much better than it was in my younger years because concerned people listened to the 

prophets of doom and changed. There was an intentional effort to reduce auto emissions. It 

reminds me of one definition of science fiction as literature written not to predict the future but 

to prevent it. That's why the 'if' is so important in the prophetic writings: If you do not change, 

then this will happen. Yet if you change, then it won't." 

3. Is decrying changes to the environment an example of worshiping nature above God and 

placing the natural world above humans created in God’s image? Why or why not? 

Responding to the News 

1. This might be a good time to review ways you and your church can reduce pollution and care 

for the earth's precious resources as stewards accountable to the Creator. You may find the 

following links helpful in identifying actions you can take to leave the world a better place than 

you found it. 

What Can I Do to Help Reduce Air Pollution? New Hampshire Department of Environmental 

Services 

Simple Solutions to Help Reduce Air Pollution. California Air Resources Board 

100 Ways to Reduce Your Impact. Instructables 

2. Brainstorm ways you and your church can function as "salt and light" (Matthew 5:13-16) to 

minimize the impact of evil in your community and the wider culture. Be specific. 

Prayer (suggested by 2 Peter 3:10-18) 

Holy God, mindful of the coming of the day of the Lord when heaven and earth will pass away, 

help us to lead holy and godly lives as we wait for the creation of new heavens and a new earth, 

where righteousness is at home. When Christ returns, may he find us at peace, without spot or 

blemish, standing firm in the law of love and growing in the grace and knowledge of our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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https://www.des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/air/tsb/ams/aqmdp/share.htm
https://www.des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/air/tsb/ams/aqmdp/share.htm
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/resources/fact-sheets/simple-solutions-help-reduce-air-pollution
http://www.instructables.com/id/100-Ways-to-Reduce-Your-Impact/

