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Subject:  Grade 9 Social Science 

Term 1 

Week: 8   Lesson Number: 16 

Date:  ____/____/2021 

Unit: 9.1 Places in the Pacific Region 

Topic: Places in PNG and the Pacific 

Subtopic:  Atlas Work – Grid Reference  

Lesson Outcomes:  

1. Explain what grid reference is. 

2. Give locations using 4 Figure Grid Reference. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Introduction 

In this lesson you will learn about grid references and how to use the 4 figure grid reference to 

give locations.  

 

Instructions 

In your Exercise Book, copy the Header.  Make sure your handwriting is neat and legible. (I 

will check your Exercise Book when you return to School). 

  

Reading Resource 

Read the information below before attempting to answer the questions in the practice 

exercise. 

 

What is a grid?  
A grid is a network of intersecting parallel lines. One set of lines is horizontal and the other set 
is vertical.  

 

When a grid is drawn on a map, the horizontal lines are called NORTHINGS and the vertical 

lines are called EASTINGS. 

Eastings are numbered from left to right. If 

you look at the diagram above, easting 04 

is further to the east than easting 02. 

Northings are numbered from south to 

north (bottom to top). In the diagram 

above, northing 03 is further north than 

northing 01. 
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Places or features on a map can be located by referring to the grid on a map.  
 
There are two types of grid references:  
1. Four figure grid reference and  

2. Six figure grid reference  
 
1. Four-figure grid reference  

A four figure grid reference is also known as Area Reference and consists of four 
figures, two eastings and two northings 

 
Most often a four figure gives a general location of a place or a feature on a map.  
The reading is always taken from the bottom left hand corner of the square in which the place 
or the feature is in.  
Remember to write EASTING figures FIRST and then the NORTHING figures. 

What would be the four figure grid reference (Area Reference) for the star? Easting is 01 and 
Northing is 04. The location of the star using the four figure grid reference is 0104.  
What do you think is the Area Reference for the tree? Easting is 02 and Northing is 03. The 
location of the tree using the four figure grid reference is AR 0203.  
Four figure grid references are used only when it is not necessary to give a precise position to 

describe the location of a feature. For example, a large area of forest may nearly fill one or 

more grid squares. Obviously no one point would give the forest’s location. In this case a four 

figure grid reference would be used. 

                   Map 1       Map 2 

What is the four figure grid reference or the Area Reference for the area of forest?  
Obviously, it is AR 0219. 

Practice Exercise 1 

Use map 1 to answer the following questions.  

Copy the question into your Exercise Book and answer. 

1. What is the Area Reference for the following symbols?  
When writing your answer do not leave any space between the numbers. Example:   AR 0219 

a) Star 
b) Tree 
c) Cross 

 
2. What symbol is in this grid reference? Symbols are; star, tree, cross, heart, cylinder 

and rectangle 
a) 0404     b) 0401 


