
     Learn to paint freely & productively inspired by the French Impressionists 

With Jacqueline Coates 

French Art School 

Paris & the Creuse, Limousin 

May 26-June 7, 2020 
No Previous Experience Necessary 

Land package workshop & 

tour with Jacqueline 

Coates 
Hi there,  

I am excited to share the new  itinerary for French Art School 2020 

with a great schedule of painting in store. 

Tour Paris, Giverny, the Loire and the Limousin through the 

perspective of art and inspiration.  Follow in the footsteps of the 

French Impressionists from Paris to the Creuse Valley of the 

Painters!  

This year I am introducing the pochade so we can paint anywhere 

anytime conveniently with oils. 

                     

Day 1 Our tour commences Tuesday 

May 26, 2020  in Paris meet at 1pm  

Arrive at our hotel, the charming Hotel France D’Antin, one of those impossibly 

cute wedge shape buildings with boutique style fit out, close to everything.  

Meet up with Jacqueline at 1pm in the lobby to get together for our first fun art 

lesson at the hotel inspired by the French Impressionists. I’ll be showing you 

how to use oil paints and the pochade which is a portable mini paint box so we 

can create a lovely piece at Giverny. I have in mind to paint on the edge of a 

poppy field or a charming laneway in Giverny.  

Meander through chic Saint Honore, including a visit to my favourite florist, and 

then on to the Tuileries gardens and the Musee L’Orangerie.  

Dinner own arrangements or out with the group.  It’s a chance to collect 

yourself or go out on the town.   



 

Day 2 Wednesday MAY 27, 2019 

After breakfast we visit The Musee D’Orsay, a charming walk through the Tuileries Gardens and across the Seine. 

The Musee D’Orsay is home to the world’s finest and largest collection of French Impressionists paintings, and 

occupies a stunning former railway station.  

See the masterpieces for yourself close-up including peonies by Manet, Tahitian women by Gauguin, Van Gogh’s hay 

rick paintings after Millet, roses by Fantin Latour and so much more.  We will observe the traits that make these 

paintings so successful, ready for when we paint together in Creuse.   

 

Lunch in the fabulous decorative restaurant of Musee D’Orsay, included in 

your visit.  For some people that’s already a big day, so its optional if you 

would like to come with me to check out my favourite art supply store 

followed by an optional boat sight-seeing trip on the Seine weather 

permitting. Afterwards it’s free time. You are welcome to join me for 

dinner at a fabulous original art deco bistrot. Or enjoy a rest at the hotel. 

Dinner own expense, not included in itinerary pricing. Boat ride 14 euros 

not included in itinerary pricing but recommended weather permitting 

and great value for a riverside impression of Paris. 

 

 

Day 3 Thursday May 28, 2020   

 

After breakfast transfer to Giverny to visit Monet’s incredibly 

charming home and studio, gardens and the waterlily ponds.  

We are being collected at 8am from Hotel France D’Antin Opera 

by our private driver who will be with us for the day. 

In spring, expect peonies, 

roses, poppies & irises. 

Lunch in Giverny with a 

Monet inspired menu.  

The meals are inspired by Monet’s own recipes. Monet loved his food.  

After lunch enjoy free time to explore the pretty town and visit the American 

Impressionists Paintings Museum nearby, a specialist Impressionist gallery. There 

are many charming galleries to explore.  

Our tickets include visiting Monet’s house and garden combined so it’s a truly 

delightful visit.  



 

 

 

 

Guess who? Claude Monet of course. LOVE it that he painted in his white linens.  

 

Day 4  Friday MAY 29, 

2020 

CHATEAU Day in the Loire AND ARRIVE TO LA 

FORET DU TEMPLE   

After breakfast at the hotel we check out of our 

rooms. We meet our private driver who takes us 

door to door from the hotel in Paris to the 

Chateau de Chaumont-sur-Loire with its stunning 

gardens in the style of the English naturalistic 

landscape fashion and luxurious stables. 

Chateau de Chaumont was once owned by 

Catherine de medici, who swapped this chateau 

with her husband’s lover Diane de Poitiers for 

Chateau de Chenonceau, our next chateau visit. 

 

Painting with Pochades en Plein Air 

We will take painting ‘pochades’ with us so we can 

sketch in Giverny on some off the beaten path positions.  

A pochade is a handy portable paint box that fits on the 

body with a cross strap so you don’t have to have an 

easel or other bulky material.  

It holds two canvases of 8  x 8 inches and your paints so 

you can paint anywhere. 

 

 



Chenonceau spans the river Cher, has several stunning gardens and a maze, and is filled with art treasures by 

Tintoretto, Correggio, Rubens, Murillo and Van Dyck.  

There are several full time florists creating stunning arrangements against this historical backdrop. 

There is a maze as well as several gardens to visit. 

We will enjoy the western rose gardens and yew tree labyrinth created by 

Catherine de Medicis. There are also vegetable and flower gardens.   

If it’s all too much enjoy a café on the grounds. 

Prepare to swoon!!! 

There are romances, alliances, wars won and lost, and enemies 

dispatched. Every castle has its own rich atmosphere. Which will be your favourite?  

Afterwards we journey to LA FORET DU TEMPLE, home to 

French Art School and our home for the coming week. At 

La Foret du Temple we will settle into our accommodation 

where you have your own room to enjoy feeling at home 

in the natural setting and rolling French countryside. There 

are loads of beautiful walks along pathways edged with 

hedgerows, chestnuts, hazelnuts and oak. 

We start this chapter of our tour with aperitifs at 

L’Hirondelle, and a beautiful home cooked meal prepared 

by our French chef, JOSE.  

 

  

The two accommodations are very near each other so you are in walking distance at all times of a few minutes no 

matter which charming villa you stay in.  Welcome to La Foret du Temple.   

Bienvenue! 

 

 

Welcome to our two traditional 

accommodations L’Hirondelle & La Tonnellerie 



Left; La Tonnellerie once belonged to a French Barrel maker and below; 

L’Hirondelle was once the local auberge or pub 

L’Hirondelle  is a charming home and French villa with a painting atelier just 

for French Art School, named for the swallow, which once upon a time an 

auberge or local inn, and one of three restaurants in the town.  

Today it is a comfortable art filled typically French home offering spacious 

reception rooms downstairs, whilst upstairs has 5 bedrooms and two 

bathrooms.  

La Tonnellerie was for a long time the home of a local barrel maker until an 

English couple took over the property and made it home for eleven years 

opening up the enormous attic to more rooms and revealing the stone of 

the villa, and cultivating a gorgeous garden.   

 

La Tonnellerie has an orchard and lots of lovely places to enjoy the 

sunshine, and a fabulous grange that is in the process of being turned into a 

working painting studio. The two properties are within minutes walk of each 

other in in the centre of a tiny pretty village with multiple accesses and pathways onto open countryside with 

beautiful walks in nature. Enjoy woods of hazelnut, walnut, oak, chestnuts, and running streams.  

Meander along quiet winding back roads with breathtaking 

views across hedge rowed fields and farming lands, ideal 

for drawing and painting.  Connect with yourself and 

nature, in this peaceful and inspiring setting, yet enjoy 

modern conveniences in a traditional French setting such as 

free wifi, access all TV channels, and kitchen mod cons to 

make your stay comfortable and convenient. You can 

phone Australia for free from the landline.  There are two 

bicycles available for your usage. 

Catering; Once at La Foret, all of your meals for breakfast 

and dinners apart from a restaurant we will go to one night, 

and a lunch at the markets, are included.  

Lunches and tour picnics, and an at home evening bar for aperitifs and some wines with evening meals during the 

stay at La Foret du Temple are included.  We even put you in on the train with a baguette and a drink for the journey 

back to Paris on the final day. 

We have allowed for a cosy night in catering for two nights in your own villas so you can relax and unwind in your 

pj’s if you like! 

Our own painting studio; I have already set up 

the ballroom painting studio complete with 

travelling French box easels and studio easels, 

boards, paints and brushes, and day backpacks 

and lightweight camping stools and LOADS of 

paint and brushes! Just bring yourself. 

  



We will be working with 

• Oils 

• Acrylics 

• En plein air Impressionist style 

• Learn how to use a pochade  

• Flower and still life painting 

• Impressionist painting techniques 

• And receiving a visit from Two local 

French artists whose specialties are 

watercolours and trompe l’oueil  

 

You will be covering a range of freeing 

techniques and producing a minimum 

of 9 finished pieces. 

 

We are often inspired by what is 

growing seasonally with flowers and 

produce.  Everything stage is demo’d and explained so you can do it too 

Day 5  Saturday May 30, 2020 

Today after breakfast and an explore of La Foret du Temple we 

commence our art session in the studio.  

After a floriography session capturing the local blooms for the 

ultimate photo reference which I will show you how to do, we then 

start our painting at La Foret with how to handle the paint and a 

colour mixing session specific to painting roses or peonies, 

whichever we choose, and then we start and finish our first 

painting study. You may even get to gorgeous studies completed! 

Day 6 Sunday May 31, 2020  

This morning we head outside in La Foret du 

Temple to paint a scene en plain air weather 

permitting to paint inspired by the French 

Impressionists. Learn how to create movement 

and build up colour in your paintings. Learn the art 

of seeing and capturing what you see.  

Produce two small oil paintings in a half day 

morning session using our portable Pochades. 

Lunch at L’Hirondelle. 

Set up to paint a still 

life indoors for the 

afternoon. 

Left; Demonstrating 

the portable pochade 

 

 



 

Day 7 Monday June 1, 2020 

Enjoy a painting day inspired by the luscious local produce 

such as cherries. We explore water based oils. Paint two 

paintings today. Or take time out to mooch and read a 

book! 

A delicious long table Lunch is prepared for us. 

Dinner at L’Hirondelle this evening. 

 

Day 8 Tuesday June 2, 2020 

 

Left, a painting by Armand Guillarme of the Ruins of Crozant, a 

favourite motif of the Impressionists. Just 30 mintues from our 

doorstep at La Foret du Temple.  

Today we tour for inspiration from the French Impressionists. Visit 

nearby Crozant also known as Valley of the Painters, where the 

Crozant school of French Impressionists painted the river Creuse, the 

ruins of Crozant and the mills along the river. 

 

We then visit Les Fresselines, a very pretty artists town and take the 

Monet trail by the river Creuse enjoying the scenery that Monet 

painted.  Weather permitting bring your watercolours as we visit at the precise place where Monet painted along 

the River Creuse and paint the confluence of the Creuse and the Petit Creuse rivers.  

Taking our pochades, we will be painting in the very place Monet painted. This is a lesser known Monet site 

compared to Giverny however it is rapidly gaining interest and attention.  There are some local artist art galleries 

open usually in the town as well. 

Enjoy a picnic and many fabulous photographic opportunities.  There is some very scenic countryside along the way.  

Afterwards drop by the beautiful town of Gargilesse including a little gallery that sells original impressionist paintings  

at a chateau owned by a fabulous artist. Afternoon tea weather permitting in the private gardens of the chateau 

overlooking the Creuse river.Produce a second painting if you like at Gargilesse using the Pochade. We will use 

pochades which are easier to carry and pack up! 

 

After a meander through the village visit an art 

restoration studio and see a private collection of paintings 

by Leon Detroy, a Creuse Impressionist painter.  

On our way home take in the magnificent view of the 

Creuse river bend at the Boucle de Pin.  

Aperitif and dinner at L’Hirondelle. 
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Monet created 29 paintings in the area. We paint where Monet painted , en plein air and enjoy the experience for 

ourselves as well as tour the area for the highlights and stunning scenery. 

Enjoy a collection of local French impressionist artist Leon Detroy at another nearby charming gallery owned by art 

restorer Catherine Leonard.  

Back home it’s time for aperitifs and cooking lesson from Frenchwoman Anne who will show us how to make 

delicious tartiflette with Roblochon cheese as we settle in for a stunning traditional French meal at home. 

Left; the Ruins of Crozant, a favourite motif of the Creuse Impressionists 

Day 9 Wednesday June 3, 2020 

Today we paint in the studio and work 

on a dyptich painting with your choice of 

subject matter from peonies to a still life. 

Learn how to paint productively and gain 

results quickly, how to create form that 

is convincing and how to put together 

colour combinations that look fabulous 

on the canvas. Learn colour 

combinations from the French 

Impressionists to make your own 

paintings rich. 

In the afternoon take a break and enjoy 

one of the many walks around La Foret 

du Temple. 

 

Day 10 Thursday June 4, 

2020  

Today we continue our diptych painting in the studio. 

Receive guidance and assistance with seeing the 

colours to capture a gorgeous tableau. Aperitifs at 

6pm. 

Tonight we dine out at a Michelin star restaurant 

drawing on local produce and wines for the menu.  

The restaurant is located in a divine village with a 

moated chateau as the backdrop. Dinner own 

expense. 

A Long table lunch between sessions prepared by local French woman Anne, who shows us how she makes Chicken 

Basquaise. 

 

Day 11 Friday June 5, 2020 



Today we have two visiting French art teachers, Nathalie 

Leonelle Tiffenau a water colour artist and Christine 

Fontanelle teaching trompe l’oeuil.  

This evening enjoy a traditional French raclette meal and a 

visit from a musician who will play the Spanish guitar for 

us. 

Day 12  Saturday June 6, 2020 

This morning visit charming La Chatre markets and all the 

colour of the market stalls.  As well as French style produce 

there is a great selection of inexpensive linen clothing, hats 

and more. Meander the medieval back streets and the 

interesting homewares stores.  

Visit a fabulous Brocante stacked with treasures. I will show 

you where it is. Take in the passing parade at the café. Lunch 

own arrangements at the markets. Choose from the many 

cafes. 

Enjoy an afternoon painting session back at the painting 

ballroom studio in La Foret du Temple 

Finishing our work and packing paintings. 

Pack paintings from 4-6pm 

Aperitifs and Tonight get ready for our farewell dinner.   

 

Day 13 Sunday June 7, 2020 

Depart for Paris on train 9am 

 

Departure Breakfast at l’Hirondelle.  Today is the day for 

departure and due to your early train you will leave the house 

at around 7.30am as our chauffeur collects us to take us to the 

station ahead of time. We will pack you a baaguett, chocolate 

and some water to take on the train. The journey is usually two 

hours and arrives to Paris at Gare D’Austerlitz which is serviced 

by taxis.  Allow at least an hour to get to the airport by taxi. 

Please don’t book too tight a flight connection in case of 

scheduling and traffic events beyond our control that may 

require more than the allowed for travel time. 

 For those staying on your details of your stay will be on a 

separate itinerary provided by your travel agent or by your own arrangements. 

Let me know if you would like the number of my travel agent for further travel plans. 

 

 



Inclusions; 

• Accommodation Paris and the Limousin own room 

throughout 12 nights including 3 nights in Paris 

boutique hotel in the Opera district 

• French Art School Tour and Painting Program 

designed and led by artist and tutor, author and 

creator of teaching programs, Jacqueline Coates 

• Art supplies 
 

• comprehensive painting sessions with Jacqueline 

Coates  

 

• Packaging materials and assistance to pack artworks 

• Picnic lunches 

• French chef and a cook for most meals at La Foret  

• breakfasts throughout 

• Entries to chateaux, Monet’s house and garden 

• Entry to Musee L’Orangerie 

• Entry to Musee D’orsay 

• Lunch at Musee D’Orsay in the stunning restaurant 

with the frescoed ceiling 

• Lunch in Giverny 

• Art supplies to create a minimum of 9 artworks 

including on canvas and art papers 

• Provision of easels and brushes, and the use of a pochade for en plein air painting 

• Alcohol with evening meals at La Foret and aperitifs 

• Train transit to Paris with the group, train Chateauroux to Paris 

• Private driver and supply of coach for touring  
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• Cultural e-lessons Manual relating for our tour so you have an appreciation of what you will be experiencing 

before you are on tour  
French Impressionist painting technique manual prepared by Jacqueline Coates full of techniques and tips 

and e-classes-the limited colour palette used by the French Impressionists and hiw to mix hundreds of 

colours 

- cultural e-lessons manual about the places we are visiting so you can start enjoying your trip before you 

step foot in France! 

 

• Provision of art school apron for use during tour. 

 

TOUR PRICE $8869pp  

land package only  

 
Max of 9 guests only unless two people wish to twin share in which case 10 max. 

 

To reserve your place please email jacquelinecoates1@gmail.com  

Or call M 0429 100 929 

 

I look forward to sharing the 

inspiration of French Art 

School with you! 

 

PACKING NOTES:  

Packaging materials for paintings to be taken 

home are supplied and assistance will be given to 

pack your paintings for travel. Oil paintings are 

created earlier in the trip so they have time to dry 

and I will share how to pack them safely. We use 

acrylics and impasto for acrylics that dry quickly 

for other exercises. Ensure you have attached your 

details to the artworks as you make them. Please 

plan and allow for it in your luggage allowance of approx. 4 kilos. We make a separate package that can easily be 

carried over your shoulder and given as luggage. 

Emirates & QATAR  give you 30 kilos travel allowance for baggage, and 7 kilos carry on.  Check with any other airlines 

for your baggage allowance. 

Please advise any dietary requirements at the time of booking so we can plan in advance as we consider food an 

important part of the enjoyment of our time together.  A booking form will be supplied that must be sent back at 

time of  booking. 

  

mailto:jacquelinecoates1@gmail.com


WIFI MATTERS:   We have FREE WIFI at the hotel.  DO turn off your data, hotspots, emails to phone, and phone calls, 

Bluetooth  etc before you leave home in the settings. This will also p[reserve your battery each day. You can use free 

wifi at many places to Facebook family and friends.  If any doubt as how to manage your devices such as mobile 

phones and tablets speak to your service providers.  

 COMMUNICATION:  

 We like to send updated messages through messenger and 

you have that connection with everyone through the Private 

French Art School Facebook Page.  Please ensure you have 

your wifi on at the hotel and if you have data roaming with 

your provider you can easily send messages through if you are 

lost or running late etc…  

 MONEY MATTERS:  

There are ATM machines at the airport so you can withdraw 

cash for your time in Paris/taxis/dinners/drinks.  Of course you 

can use credit cards at most places (European countries don’t 

like Amex!!) however its easier with cash.  You won’t need 

much when we leave Paris – maybe EURO300 as the majority 

of your meals are covered and entrances are covered by 

French Art School and there are two meals for you  to cover 

when we are out. 

However if you enjoy shopping for vintage French items at the 

brocantes then you might wish to budget for more. There are 

many tempting bargains that can easily fit your suitcase! 

ITINERARY:  

Please note, the itinerary is subject to change due to weather/closure of attractions without notice etc and in that 

case we endeavour to replace any item with something similar or better! With en plein air activities we have to be a 

little flexible! 

 We like to maintain a pace which is suitable to everyone so Jacqueline may change the itinerary to accommodate 

needs as she sees fit and in consultation with the group. 

This itinerary is for the official French Art School Tour May 26-June 7, 2020. If you want to visit the Chelsea Flower 

Show beforehand the dates are May 19-23, 2020. 

Your personalised flight and additional arrangements will be on a separate itinerary supplied by your travel agent.  

TRAVEL INSURANCE:  

It is a condition of participation that you are covered with travel insurance for any unexpected emergencies.  Please 

make sure you have an updated travel insurance policy and a copy of that emailed to Jacqueline Coates 14 days prior 

to departure. Thankyou. All transportation for the tour is provided by licensed tour suppliers with the correct 

insurances for your safety. 
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IF YOU REQUIRE A DOCTOR 

If you require transportation to the doctor locally ( about 30 minutes away in Bonnat)  we are happy to send 

someone with you to assist for translation. If you would like us to drive you in my road worthy vehicle then the trip 

with our own native to France driver at no cost is at your own risk and you will be asked to sign a form. We will not 

be held responsible for any events occurring from our assisting you outside of the tour arrangements. The tour itself 

has registered coach drivers who are obliged to follow all legal procedures and safety protocols for the safety of 

passengers. These drivers are planned well in advance.   Any trips outside of what is offered on the tour such as a 

visit to a local restaurant are not charged.  

 

TRAVEL OUTSIDE THE TOUR GUIDELINES 

We won’t do things like special errands or take individuals into the local town as we are busy with the itinerary 

however you can also ask Anne my house manager to pick up things for you  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CITY TAX – PARIS:  

There is a city tax on all accommodation in Paris – this is prepaid whilst you are on the French Art School itinerary 

however when you are staying in Paris on your own this needs to be paid at the hotel (usually in cash).  This is 

currently EURO1.50 per day.    ( About $2.20 a day) 

 SMART TRAVELLER REGISTRATION:  

 These days it is advisable to register your travel plans with the Australian government and you can do this by clicking 

this link:   http://smartraveller.gov.au/Countries/europe/western/Pages/france.aspx  

FRENCH ART SCHOOL ADDRESS; 

L’Hirondelle 6 Route de Mortroux, La Foret du Temple 23360 CREUSE, LIMOUSIN, FRANCE 

HOW TO BOOK IN 

Minimum Deposit required $2000 along with the completed booking form supplied. You can use the booking button 

online or email jacquelinecoates1@gmail.com. The balance must be paid 60 days before the tour. A suggested pay 

plan will be supplied in your receipt for the deposit.  

Full terms and conditions to protect you the consumer and the tour entity have been emailed with the booking 

forms for this tour at time of booking. 

Jacqueline Coates c/o Blooms Painting Workshops Pty Ltd 

PO BOX 598 Kapunda 5373 South Australia 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
À bientôt! 

Jacqueline Coates 

French Art School 
 

 


