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About Cheryl 
Cheryl Swope is a veteran homeschool mom with a master's degree in 
special education and a specialty in learning disabilities and behavior 
disorders. She's the author of Simply Classical, a beautiful education for 
any child and the creator of the award-winning Simply Classical 
curriculum. Cheryl is a gift to the homeschool community as she shares 
her experience of classically educating her adopted twins, both of whom 
have autism and other learning disabilities. And she encourages others 
to do the same.  

Key Ideas 
• Cheryl talks about the shifts that have taken place in educational philosophy over the years. She 

points out the shift away from the richness and rigor education once had to a feelings based 
approach.  

• In some ways the modern classical approach has attempted to restore a respect for academic 
learning and training the mind. But there needs to be a balance so that rigor isn’t taken so far that it 
kills education. 

• Classical Education is also about the beauty in the world  and a focus on the transcendentals; the 
true, the good and the beautiful.  

• We don’t have to have a Classical Education ourselves in order to give it to our children. We can 
learn it alongside our children.  

• A child with special needs experiences many benefits from a Classical Education. It elevates their 
taste, their loves, and strengthens their minds. Even children who have special needs are deserving 
of the richness and rigor a Classical Education offers while keeping in mind that rigor isn’t the point 
of a Classical Education. 
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Quotables 
“I think that the riches of what we're restoring in a Classical Education are truly for any child.” 

Cheryl Swope 
“I think that we've underestimated what we can do as parents and overestimated what the experts 

can do with our children.” 

Cheryl Swope 

Time Stamps 
2:15 meet Cheryl Swope al hear how she discovered Classical Education 
12:43 how math and grammar can live alongside art and music in education 
17:42 benefits of a living education for children with special needs 
25:33 misconceptions of Classical Education 
32:42 words of encouragement for the mom who thinks she can’t do this 
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