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Three thousand years ago on a battlefield in ancient 
Palestine, a shepherd boy felled a mighty warrior with 
nothing more than a stone and a sling, and ever since 
then, the names David and Goliath have stood for 
battles between underdogs and giants.

David's victory was improbable and miraculous. He 
should not have won by every human calculation 
because the odds were glaringly against him. But 
beyond what the ordinary eyes could see, he was 
obviously destined to win. 

This story of David and Goliath comes to mind at every 
opportunity when ordinary people confront giants or 
powerful opponents of all kinds – from armies and 
mighty warriors to disability, misfortune, and 
oppression.
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It is always apt to use it to tell the story of a 
different person – famous or unknown, 
ordinary or brilliant – who has faced an outsize 
challenge and been forced to respond asking 
questions such as; Should I play by the rules or 
follow my own instincts? Shall I persevere or 
give up? Should I strike back or forgive?

Quickly, two great ideas are worth deriving 
from the story. The first is that much of what we 
consider valuable in our world arise out of 
these kinds of lopsided conflicts, because the 
act of facing overwhelming odds produces 
greatness and beauty. Secondly is that we 
consistently get these kinds of conflicts wrong 
as we misread them, and mis-interprete them 
as well. 

It is important to note that giants 
are not what we think they are. 
The same qualities that appear to 
give them strength are often their 
sources of great weakness. Also 
the fact of being declared an 
underdog can change people in 
ways that we often fai l  to 
appreciate; it can open doors and 
create opportunities, educate, 
enlighten and make possible 
what might otherwise have 
s e e m e d  u n t h i n k a b l e  o r 
unachievable.

Goliath requested by shouting out to the 
Israelites asking for a single combat, a common 
practice in ancient world to avoid heavy 
bloodshed, he was expecting – a warrior like 
himself to come forward for hand-to-hand 
combat. It never occurred to him that the 
battle would be fought on anything other than 
those terms, and he prepared accordingly.

Fully dressed for the battle as a heavy infantry, 
Goliath expects that he is going to be engaged 
in a duel with another infantryman, but David 
had no intention of honouring the rituals of a 
single combat. When he tells Saul that he has 
killed bears and lions as a shepherd, he does so 
not just as testimony to his courage but to 

make another point as well: that he intends to 
fight Goliath the same way he has learned to 
fight wild animals – as a projectile warrior.

When David ran towards Goliath without 
a r m o u r ,  h e  h a s  t h e  s p e e d  a n d 
maneuverability because he is not carrying 
any weight in the form of armour dresses. 
David slung and hit Goliath in little more than 
one second – a time so brief that Goliath 
would not have been able to protect himself 
and during which he would be stationary for 
all practical purposes. Goliath could do but 
nothing as he was carrying so much weight in 
preparation for a battle at close range, where 
he could stand, immobile, warding off blows 
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“You come against me with the 
sword and spear and javelin,” 

David said to Goliath, but I 
come against you in the name of 

the Lord Almighty, the God of 
armies of Israel, whom you have 

defiled...
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with his armour and delivering a mighty thrust 
of his spear. 

He watched David approach, first with scorn, 
then with surprise, and then with what can 
only have been horror – as it dawned on him 
that the battle he was expecting had suddenly 
changed shape, but then it was already late.

“You come against me with the sword and 
spear and javelin,” David said to Goliath, but I 
come against you in the name of the Lord 
Almighty, the God of armies of Israel, whom 
you have defiled. This day the Lord will deliver 
you into my hands, and I will strike you down 
and cut off your head… All those gathered 
here will know that it is not by sword or spear 
that the Lord saves; for the battle is the Lord, 

and he will give all of you into our hands.”

Twice David mentions Goliath's sword and 
spear, as if to emphasize how profoundly 
different his intentions are. Then he reaches 
into his shepherd's bag for a stone, and at that 
point no one watching from the ridges on 
either side of the valley would have 
considered David's victory improbable. David 
was a slinger, and slingers beat infantry, hands 
down.

Obviously, Goliath had as much chance 
against David as any Bronze Age warrior with 
the sword would have had against an 
opponent armed with a 45 automatic pistol.

David came running towards Goliath, 
powered by courage and faith. Goliath was 
blind to his approach – and before he knew 
what was happening, he was down. He was 
too big, slow and blurry-eyed to comprehend 
the way the tables had been turned against 
him.

The story above aptly describes the 
emergence of Senator (Dr) Abubakar Bukola 

The story above aptly 
describes the emergence of 
Senator (Dr) Abubakar 
Bukola Saraki as the 
President of the Senate and 

thChairman of the 8  
National Assembly of the 
Federal Republic of 

thNigeria on the 9  of June 
2015. His father, Senator 
(Dr) Abubakar Olusola 
Saraki was a senator of the 
second republic and the 
Godfather of Kwara 
politics. By this 
circumstance of birth, if we 
are to go by the hereditary 
theory of leadership, we 
will be right to say that 
Senator Bukola Saraki was 
born to be a leader. 
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Saraki as the President of the Senate and 
th

Chairman of the 8  National Assembly of the 
thFederal Republic of Nigeria on the 9  of June 

2015. His father, Senator (Dr) Abubakar 
Olusola Saraki was a senator of the 2nd 
republic and the Godfather of Kwara politics. 
By this circumstance of birth, if we are to go by 
the hereditary theory of leadership, we will be 
right to say that Senator Bukola Saraki was born 
to be a leader. 

But he did not just sit back to await the 
actualization of leadership by this theory. 
Rather he studied, acquired the necessary 
knowledge and skills required of a modern day 
leader. He not only studied to become a 
medical doctor like the father, he also worked 

as a banker for about a decade, gathering 
private sector experience before going for 
mentorship under no less a personality than 
the former President of the Federal Republic 
of Nigeria (Olusegun Obasanjo) as Special 
Assistant on Budget to gather the necessary 
public sector experience that made it 
possible for him to emerge a two-time 
Governor of Kwara State, and the Chairman 
of the Nigeria Governors Forum. 

He was therefore, not only born a leader but 
was also made a leader of leaders by his 
colleagues who identified his distinct 
leadership qualities. What is more important 
is the fact that as a leader, he has brought up, 
identified and made quite a number of 
people leaders and is still doing so. 

We present the views of a select leaders that 
have emerged from the Bukola Saraki School 
of Governance and Leadership.
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