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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a Meeting of the Community Building Project Committee held on Thursday 22nd November, 2012, 
at 7.00pm, in the Community Hall, Hamsteels Estate, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Councillors B Armstrong, S Clark, FS Duggan, K Duggan, R Makepeace and D Robb 
and County Councillor J Armstrong 

 
84. ELECTION OF CHAIR 
 
Resolved: That Councillor B Armstrong be elected Chair of the Community Building Project 
Committee. 
 
85. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
There were no apologies for absence, all Members being present. 
 
86. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
There were no declarations of interest or requests for dispensations. 
 
87. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
 
Agreement was given for the payment of the following: 
 

(i) £5,400.00 to Blake Hopkinson Architecture in respect of architect’s fees for project 
stages C-D. 

(ii) £690.00 to Arc Environmental Ltd in respect of desktop study and coal mining risk 
assessment.  

 
88. COMMITTED EXPENDITURE 
 
The Clerk explained the quotations which had been accepted for professional fees for the project, 
details of which had been circulated.  
 
Total professional fees agreed to date were in the sum of £28,669.00, although most were not due 
for payment until later stages of the project.  
 
Resolved: That the report be noted.  
 
89. PLANNING APPLICATION  
 
The Clerk reported that the planning application been submitted to Durham County Council, who had 
now advertised the application and notified occupiers of neighbouring properties.  As a result of the 
neighbour notification letters, a local resident had contacted the Planning Department indicating his 
support for the proposal, but expressing concern that problems currently experienced with young 
people congregating at the rear of the building would continue with a new building. 
 
A number of suggestions had been made, such as fencing the area, relocating the building on the 
site, provision of lighting or landscaping measures.  
 
If the area was to be fenced, it was noted that two fences would be required, leading to a large area 
of unusable space being created.  Relocating the building could reduce this area, however the 
architect had sited the building to follow the building lines of both Western Avenue and Valley Drive 
and it was felt that moving it would disrupt the flow of the streets and unbalance the corner turning 
feature of the new building.  
 



 
 

 
28 

 

Strategic landscaping was suggested as a method of breaking up the open nature of the site and 
reducing the appeal of the area as a location for gathering.  In addition it was felt that with a new 
building, the issue may not reoccur. 
 
Resolved: That strategic landscaping was the most appropriate response to the issue raised and 
that the architect be informed accordingly.  
 

 
The Meeting closed at 7.25 pm 

 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
 


