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COVID-19

COVID-19 is a term coined by the World Health
Organisation (WHO) on 11 February 2020. “CO” is for
Corona; “VI” for Virus; “D” for Disease; and “19” the year
2019 in which the first case was detected. What started as
an Epidemic has now become a Pandemic and is all set to
become an Endemic. It is humorously said that BC and
AD, based on Christ, are gone! Now everything will give
way to a new vision of BC (Before Corona) and AC (After
Corona)! Both in Greek and Latin, “Corona” means “Crown.”
Unfortunately it’s a Crown of Thorns! One recent study
puts 1 in 5 across the world prone to severe attacks due to
at least one underlying health condition. Medical Specialists
and Eminent Scientists predict that this virus will not leave
us, but we must learn to live with it.

In spite of the lockdown, partial or total, regional,
national or global, the virus spread is still uncontrollable.
Statistics are frightening. As on 14 June 2020, when I write
this page, the number of infected persons globally is
80,00,000, and of those who died is 4,33,000. The projected
number for the end of 2020 is too distressing. The fatality
rate among men is 2.9% whereas it’s 3.3% among women,
though the male infected cases are much more than female
cases. A study of UNICEF and “Save the Children”
organisation has predicted that 8,60,00,000 children would
be pushed to poverty by the end of 2020 due to the economic
fallout of the pandemic. The lockdown may not have killed

the raging virus, but it sure did kill millions of jobs. The
Cambridge University in Britain has cancelled all face-to-
face lectures for the 2020-2021 academic year because of
the pandemic, after 800 years of welcoming students to its
cloisters, quadrangles and classrooms. The University has
about 12,000 undergraduate students. The Newspapers
fill their pages with alarming statistics and appalling stories
which make reading gloomy.

Whether it’s a pandemic or a natural disaster or any
unpleasant happening, we are to immediately run to God
with the open Bible. An 86-year old mother, housebound
owing to age and the possibility of co-morbidity, has shared
this thought with her son: “A door is smaller than a house,
the lock on the door even smaller, the key being the
smallest, yet it is the key that unlocks the door into the
house!” The Bible is that key! Whatever is written in this
age-old Book is “for our instruction on whom the ends of
the ages have come” (1 Cor 10:11). As a Bible Teacher, I
prayerfully spent long hours searching the Scriptures to
find out what God speaks to us through all that happens
around us. Beginning with 10 March 2020, I started posting
Articles relating to Coronavirus on WhatsApp and my
Website. These write-ups are more or less “a voice in the
wilderness,” because not many written materials have come
out from Indian Preachers during this crisis. Fourteen of
these seasonal Articles are compiled here in this book.
These are not arranged datewise but topicwise.

According to what Jesus said, we may have to face more
plagues and calamities before He returns (Mt 24:7,8). We
may or may not be the last generation. Any day this book
would help the readers handle the situation the Bible way.
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Almighty God,
we come to You with broken hearts over what’s happening

all over the world by the spread of Coronavirus.
Even though it’s a shock to us, it’s no surprise to You

because, as God Omniscient, You know everything
from beginning to end, and the end from the beginning.

We fall prostrate before You
confessing our utter helplessness and misery.

Holy God,
We worship You as the God of Love.

We worship You as the God of Mercy.
We worship You as the God of Grace.

We pray for Your intervention at this critical hour.
Forgive us for worshiping science and technology

instead of You our Creator.
Forgive us our idols of greed and lust.

Forgive us our self-centred life.
Forgive us our evil thoughts,

unkind words and corrupt deeds.
Forgive us our ungodly systems which allow

the rich become richer but let the poor become poorer.

Forgive us our neglect of charity
and our stinginess in giving to the havenots.

Forgive us our lack of brotherly love
towards our fellowmen.
Forgive us our pride,

haughtiness and rebellious attitude.
Forgive us for electing many corrupt men and women

to rule over us.
Forgive us for allowing cultural differences to divide us.

Forgive us our better-than-thou attitude.
Have mercy on us, O God.

We know that You are generous in forgiveness.

Father God,
in spite of numerous preventive measures

and sophisticated treatment facilities,
the national leaders worldwide
have come to their wits’ end.

We pray for those affected with the virus.
We remember how Jesus healed all those

who came to Him with their sicknesses and infirmities.
We believe that He is an unchanging Healer.

Be with the medical personnel who treat these patients.
Send Your healing virtue to flow as a stream

into our communities.
Have mercy on the innocent children

and the weak elderly who are vulnerable to such diseases.

Dear Lord,
 we pray for the bereaved families and friends of thousands

who became victims to this virus.

A Prayer
regarding Coronavirus

17 March 2020
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Their loss is unbearable and their sorrow inextinguishable.
You are the God of All Comfort.

We remember how Jesus wept when His friend Lazarus died,
even though He had known that He would resurrect him.

Dear Father,
 speak peace to the hearts and homes of these dear families.

Only Your presence can fill the vacuum in their lives,
O God.

Father God,
we read in the Bible how You stopped plagues

when people cried to You with tears of repentance.
Help all of us, Indians and non-Indians,

to turn to You the only true and living God at this hour.
Let our cities and towns get rid of liquor shops, brothels,

gambling centres and the like.
Forgive us who underpay the labourers

and exploit their helplessness.
May be their cries have reached Your ears!

You are the God of the Poor.
As a nation we are sinning against You.

As a world we are disobeying Your commandments.
Our cup of iniquity is overflowing.
We have mistaken Your patience.

 Please, Lord, do not punish us according to our sins.
We beg You to turn away Your anger from us.

Forgive us, Christians,
who have failed to be the light in the society.

Forgive us and heal our Land, O God!
Forgive our children and youngsters

who disobey the parents and rebel against the elders.
We pray that You soften their hearts towards submission

lest they come under Your curse.

Dear Father,
 we remember the prophetic words Jesus spoke

over two thousand years ago to His disciples
that famines, plagues and earthquakes in various places

would be on the increase as a sign of endtimes.
These days are already on us.

The Bible, Your  Word,
says that these are prelude

to the Second Coming of Your Son, Jesus.
Strengthen us with Your grace, O God,

to withstand these difficult times
and stay prepared for His Return

by believing on Him for salvation and eternal life.

Thank You, O God, for hearing this prayer,
as inadequate as it is.

Do not delay the answer.
We once again fall at Your feet worshiping You

as God Omnipresent, God Omnipotent
and God Omniscient.

In the Name of Jesus, we offer this prayer.
Let it be so!



(This Prayer is written on the basis of these 50 Bible
references: Isaiah 41:26; 1 John 4:16; Psalms 103:11; 1



Peter 5:10; Hosea 14:3; Colossians 3:5; Philippians 2:4;
Mark 7:20-23; 2 Corinthians 8:13-15; 9:9-11; Proverbs
11:24-26; Matthew 22:39; 2 Timothy 3:1-4; 1 Timothy 3:1-
9; Proverbs 31:4,5; Deuteronomy 17:17; Acts 10:34,35;
17:26-28; Matthew 7:3-5; Psalms 130:4; Matthew 4:24;
Hebrews 13:8; Luke 5:17; 2 Corinthians 1:3; John 11:35;
2 Chronicles 6:28-31; John 17:3; Acts 14:15; James 5:1-
5;  Psalms 69:33; Proverbs 19:17; Romans 2:3-6; Ezra 9:15;
Psalms 130:3; 103:10; 103:8,9; 30:5; 2 Chronicles 7:14;
Malachi 4:6; Luke 1:17; Exodus 20:12; Matthew 24:7; Luke
21:11, 34-36)
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Almighty God,
We come to You seeking Your merciful intervention
at this hour of darkness created by Coronavirus.

(1)
We confess our lack of LOVE towards our fellowmen.

 Help us to LOVE others as ourselves.
(2)

We accept that we are not experiencing JOY
in spite of all material and physical blessings.

Fill us with Your JOY of Salvation.
(3)

We seek Your face to grant PEACE in our homes,
workplaces, institutions and the Nation.

Help us reconcile with one another to restore PEACE.
(4)

We have lost the virtue of PATIENCE
in this world of instant everything.

Help us to show PATIENCE to the weak
and the less intelligent.

(5)
We worship You as a God of KINDNESS.

Stop us from speaking harsh words to others.
We are what we are only because of Your KINDNESS.

“Fruit of the Spirit” Prayer
 (Galatians 5:22,23)

5 April 2020



15 16

(6)
Restore unto us GOODNESS

in our thoughts, words and deeds.
Let our interpersonal relationships

be crowned with GOODNESS.
(7)

Let FAITHFULNESS become our way of life.
Help us put away lying and hypocrisy

so we may be adorned with FAITHFULNESS.
(8)

We acknowledge Your GENTLENESS
without which we cannot survive.
Help us to show GENTLENESS

to our servants and subordinates.
(9)

We badly need SELF-CONTROL in this world of
discontent and avariciousness.
Let there be SELF-CONTROL

against the pull of the forbidden.

We pray, O God, that these nine fruits of Your Spirit
abound in us now and forever.

In the Name of Jesus, Your Son, we submit this Prayer.
Let it be so!



This Prayer was prepared following the National Call
of the Indian Prime Minister to observe 9 minutes of silence at 9 pm

on 5 April 2020 to show national solidarity against the spread of Coronavirus.

4

We are given a compulsory break from our jobs
and our routine.

I suggest to Christian believers the following ways
to profitably spend the time —

(1)
 During our busy schedule

we could not spend unhurried time with God in prayer.
 Now like Daniel we can pray to God three times a day,

and like the Psalmist praise Him seven times
(Dan 6:10; Psa 119:164).

Set matters right with God.

(2)
We are stunted in spiritual growth

due to insufficient Bible meditation (1 Pet 2:1-3).
Spend one or two hours each day with your Bible.

 It will uplift our spirits during these days of depression
(Psa 119:92).

(3)
 Several spiritual books we purchased over the years

are sleeping in our shelves.
As the Lord guides you, pick up any one of them

and read it through .
 Note down in your Bible study notebook
points which appeal to you in this book.

What shall I do during these days?
144

24 March 2020
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(4)
The newspapers and the TV channels give you

enough information about the spread of Coronavirus
all over the world.

Intercede alone or with your family members
for God’s speedy intervention through His mercy.

(You may use the Prayers on pages 9 to 15.)

(5)
Do not spend too much time browsing through the Internet.

Overoccupation with mobilephones is unhealthy
for your mind and your soul.

(6)
Take advantage of these days to spend quality time

with your spouse, children and other family members.
Eat together, chat together, sing and pray together.

(7)
 Be in touch with your non-Christian friends over phone.

Make loving enquiries.
 Share with them brief thoughts on the love of God

and the power of God.
 Encourage them.

Tell each of your non-Christian contacts,
“I love you because Jesus loves you and me!”

5

Is God angry with us?

Of the 250 countries in the world, over 210 have been
affected by the unstoppable outbreak of Coronavirus. Civil
authorities and Health workers are doing all they can to
control the spread. 70 Research groups worldwide are
working on preparing a remedy. But the extreme
uncertainty continues. More than one expert has predicted
that the COVID-19 will not leave us, but we must learn to
live with it! To start with, it was an epidemic; now it is a
pandemic; it is all set to become an endemic. At the onset
of this virus outbreak, some Christian preachers were
pointing their fingers at the initially-affected nations and
commented that it was God’s punishment on them because
of their anti-Christian attitude and activities. The fallacy
of such hasty judgmental statements became evident too
soon as the virus virulently spread to countries irrespective
of their religion. The crisis is there in Communistic,
Buddhist, Hindu, Moslem, Christian countries, and even
in Israel the Holy Land so-called! As on date, 16500 positive
cases and 250 deaths are reported in Israel.

Among the numerous questions that arise in people’s
minds, the most worrisome one is, “Is God angry with us?”
As a Bible Teacher I sought to find an answer from Bible
history and Bible prophecy. Sadly what we learn from

10 May 2020
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history is that we don’t learn from history! I searched the
Scriptures diligently to study this subject. The result is
this article. My study started at 2 am on 7 May when I got
up from bed with the ringing of the words in my ears,
“Wrath of God!” Do turn to the Bible references to see if
things are so.

Is God angry with us? The Bible speaks of the wrath of
God almost as much as it speaks of His love. God’s anger
is referred to in the Old Testament at least 180 times. Here’s
just one example: Ex 32:9,10, “The Lord said to Moses, ‘I
have seen this people, and indeed it is a stiff-necked people!
Now therefore, let Me alone, that My wrath may burn hot
against them and I may consume them.’ ” The wrath of
God is His justifiable anger against unjust action. It is not
uncontrolled anger or indignation or temper. Apostle Paul
puts it in a nutshell: Rom 1:18, “The wrath of God is
revealed from Heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men.”

We witness the first expression of God’s anger in the
Garden of Eden itself. He spoke angry words of punishment
first to the serpent, then to Eve, and finally to Adam (Gen
3:14-19). Then we see God getting angry with Cain, the
first son of the first parents (4:11,12). Then comes a series
of events when God got angry with individuals like Moses
(Ex 4:14), Miriam & Aaron (Num 12:9), Korah (16:19-21,35),
Balaam (22:22), Achan (Josh 7:1,26), David (2 Sam
24:1,15), Solomon (1 Ki 11:9), Ananias & Sapphira (Acts
5:1-11) and Herod (12:21-23). Then there were cities and
nations which came under His wrath. Sodom and Gomorrah
are notorious examples (Gen 18:20; 19:24,25; Rom 9:29).

Displeased with David who numbered the people, the Lord
sent a plague upon Israel, and 70,000 men of them fell (1
Chr 21:14).

Referring to all these destructions, the Lord later spoke
through Prophet Zephaniah, “I have cut off nations, their
fortresses are devastated; I have made their streets desolate,
with none thereby. Their cities are destroyed; there is no
one, no inhabitant” (Zeph 3:6). The flood in Noah’s time
represents God’s wrath on the whole world (Gen 6:5,11-
13). The post-deluge promise of God was only that He would
never again “curse” the land for man’s sake, nor would He
again destroy “every” living thing as He did through the
flood (8:21). The rainbow covenant assured forever
“seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, winter and summer,
and day and night” (v22). This is also only as long as the
“earth remains.” His final destruction of heaven and earth
is hinted here (2 Pet 3:10).

The “Love of God” and the “Wrath of God” are the two
sides of God’s indivisible character. For a broken and
repentant sinner the love of God must be presented. For a
stiff-necked person the wrath of God must be stressed.
Apostle Paul balances these  two beautifully in Romans
11:22, “Consider the goodness and severity of God: On those
who fell, severity; but toward you, goodness, if you continue
in His goodness. Otherwise you also will be cut off.” Jesus
spoke about the love of God in John 3:16, but about
condemnation in verse 18. There are simply too many
pictures portraying Christ as the gentle Shepherd with a
rod of comfort. But where is the picture of Him driving out
businessmen from the Temple with a whip? Moses in his
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farewell address presented God as “a consuming fire, a
jealous God” (Dt 4:24). Then he called Him as a “merciful
God” (v31). We are very fond of Deuteronomy 28:1-14 which
lists out the numerous blessings of obedience. These are
only 14 verses, whereas the rest of the chapter in 54 verses
mentions the curses for disobedience! The curses include
“fever, inflammation, boils, tumors, scab, itch, madness,
blindness, hunger, thirst, nakedness, plague” and so on.
This list includes even what’s not written in the Book of the
Law (v61).

We cannot dismiss the wrath of God as an Old Testament
subject or an apocalyptic manifestation. There are
numerous references to it in the New Testament. The
apostles used the OT incidents to warn the NT Christians
about the wrath of God (1 Cor 10:1-11; 2 Pet 2:4-10; Jude
5-7). Even in the Epistle to the Romans which is a book on
“Justification by Faith,” Apostle Paul frequently mentions
the wrath of God (Rom 1:18; 2:5,8; 5:9; 9:22). By nature,
we are all the “children of wrath” (Eph 2:3). But now we are
delivered from it by the love, mercy and grace of God (vv4,5).

The wrath of God reached its zenith on the Cross when
the sin of the whole world came on Christ and He became
sin for us (2 Cor 5:21). God vented His anger by shaking
the earth and splitting the rocks when His Son died
torturously (Mt 27:50,51). Think of a father severely
punishing his son for no fault of his! Jesus cried, “My God,
My God, why have You forsaken Me?” (v46). I wonder
whether this is the fulfilment of Isaiah 54:7,8, “For a mere
moment I have forsaken you; but with great mercies I will
gather you. With a little wrath I hid My face from you for a

moment; but with everlasting kindness I will have mercy
on you!” “Mercy” and “Grace” are opposites of “wrath” (Lam
3:22; Eph 2:3-5; 1 Tim 1:13,14; Heb 4:16).  God’s “mercy”
allows Him to withhold merited punishment; His “grace”
allows Him to freely  bestow unmerited favour. “Mercy”
means not getting what we deserve, namely, hell; “Grace”
means getting what we do not deserve, namely, Heaven!

Deliverance today from the wrath of God is on individual
basis: “He” who believes in the Son of God has everlasting
life; and “he” who does not believe the Son shall not see
life, but the “wrath of God” abides on “him” (Jn 3:36). “He”
who believes and is baptized will be saved; but “he” who
does not believe will be “condemned” (Mk 16:16).
Deliverance today from eternal damnation is not on regional
or national level. Each person must personally repent of
his sins and believe on the sin-bearing Lamb of God to
escape the “wrath to come” (Mt 3:7; Lk 3:7; Jn 1:29,36;
Rom 2:5,8).

On the Cross, the “wrath of God” came on the “Lamb;”
but at the culmination of ages, mankind will have to face
the “wrath of the Lamb” (Rev 6:16,17). As God the Creator,
He is the Owner and Caretaker of the entire world. People
in the world are free to make choices, between good and
evil, between God and Satan. God loves the people too much
to let them go as they please (Isa 53:6). He gets angry when
they refuse to hear His voice. The Bible speaks mainly of
10 acts which kindle His wrath. Let’s study them briefly —

1. Idolatry
No other sin provokes God to anger like idol worship.

The very first two of the Ten Commandments speak of this.



Murder comes 6th, adultery 7th, and theft 8th! (Ex 20:1-
17). Referring to how he received the Ten Commandments,
Moses said, “The Lord spoke to you out of the midst of the
fire. You heard the sound of words, but saw no form; you
heard a voice only ... Take careful heed to yourselves, for
you saw no form when the Lord spoke to you at Horeb ...
Take heed, lest you lift your eyes to heavens, and when
you see the sun, the moon, and the stars, all the host of
heaven, you feel driven to worship them” (Dt 4:12-19). Moses
concludes this warning, saying, “The Lord your God is a
consuming fire, a jealous God” (v24).

When Moses delayed coming down from the mountain,
after receiving the two tablets of the Testimony, written by
the finger of God, the people pressurised Aaron and got a
gold calf made for their worship. But for the plea of Moses,
God would have consumed the people with His burning
wrath (Ex 32:10,14). Strict warning against all forms of
idol worship has been served all through the Holy Bible to
escape God’s wrath (Dt 11:16,17; 2 Chr 34:25; Psa
106:35,36,40). Nothing irritates God like worshipping the
creature instead of Him the Creator (Rom 1:18-25). Even
“bowing” before a Cross, a Crucifix, any statue, or the
original brazen serpent of Moses is idolatry (Ex 20:4,5; 2 Ki
18:4).

The first of the Ten Commandments strictly says, “You
shall have no other gods before Me” (Ex 20:1-3). Our
pluralistic society by and large is sold out to polytheism.
But this is anti-Bible and anti-Christian. Jehovah alone is
God (Psa 83:18). He is the “God of gods” (Dt 10:17; Josh
22:22; Psa 136:2). Even Nebuchadnezzar, the king of the

idolatrous Babylon, confessed to Daniel, “Truly your God
is the God of gods” (Dan 2:47). He is not only the “God of
gods” but also “greater than all gods” (2 Chr 2:5). This is
Solomon’s earlier confession. It’s from this conviction he
backslided, so the Lord became angry with him (1 Ki 11:4,9).
So also King Ahaz (2 Chr 28:24,25). When Ephraim would
say, “What have I to do anymore with idols?”, God’s anger
would turn away  from him and he would grow like the lily
and the vine (Hos 14:4-8).

We Christians cannot become slack in our proclamation:
“The God of the Bible is the God of gods. His Son Jesus is
the only Way to Heaven. There’s no other Name by which
we can be saved” (Jn 14:6; Acts 4:12). The society may call
us narrow-minded, but it does not matter because it’s the
narrow gate that leads to eternal life, but the broadway
leads to destruction (Mt 7:13,14). A Hindu Priest was invited
to recite a Vedic Prayer in America on the National Day of
Prayer, 8 May 2020. Can a so-called Christian Nation
backslide any further? Men of God like Dr. Billy Graham
(1918-2018), and Dr. Ravi Zacharias who entered glory on
19 May 2020 at 74, used to lead this Prayer in the earlier
years.

2. Refusal to Repent
We often say, “God hates sin, but loves the sinner!” True,

but we forget how He gets angry with unrepentant sinners.
Here’s a sample text from David: Psa 7:11-13, “God is a
just Judge, and He is angry with the wicked everyday. If he
does not repent, He will sharpen His sword; He bends His
bow and makes it ready. He also prepares for Himself
instruments of death; He makes His arrows into fiery

23 24



shafts.” Can words be more pictorial than these for God’s
anger? Solomon’s wisdom tells us why we continue in sin:
Eccl 8:11, “Because the sentence against an evil work is
not executed speedily, the heart of the sons of men is fully
set in them to do evil.” He also adds in Proverbs 29:1, “ He
who is often reproved, and hardens his neck, will suddenly
be destroyed, and that without remedy.”

From day one, mankind is mistaking God’s patience.
When the wickedness and perversion of man grieved His
heart, in the time of Noah, God said, “My Spirit shall not
strive with man forever, for indeed he is flesh” (Gen 6:6,3).
When God’s patience runs out, there will be total
destruction. The reason why He stops contending with us
is that He knows that we are too weak to resist Him forever.
God says, “I will not contend forever, nor will I always be
angry; for the spirit would fail before Me, and the souls
which I have made” (Isa 57:16). If Jacob does not yield to
God, at one point God would strike the socket of his hip
where he thinks his strength is. It will make him limp all
his life (Gen 32:25,32). Let’s beware! God’s forgiveness is a
joyful experience, but it carries with it a frightful
responsibility: “Sin no more!” Jesus spoke these words
twice, one to a man and the other to a woman (Jn 5:14;
8:11). Let’s give attention to the warning He added: “lest a
worse thing comes upon you ...”

Jesus calls not only individuals but also the Christian
congregations to repent. The message of Jesus to 5 of the
7 Churches is, “Repent!” (Rev 2:5,16,21,22; 3:3,19). He
does not stop with the word, “Repent,” but adds, “or else!”
God’s anger for unresponsiveness pronounces removal of

the very Church, fight against the members with the sword
of God’s mouth, bedriddenness, massacre of children,
getting vomited out of God’s mouth, and so on
(2:5,16,22,23; 3:16). Though, like Ephraim, we are “a cake
not turned” and “a silly dove,” God in His love tells us,
“How can I give you up, Ephraim? My heart churns within
Me; My sympathy is stirred. I will not execute the fierceness
of My anger” (Hos 7:8,11; 11: 8,9; Jer 31:20). Let’s not
despise the grace period!

Go through the sin lists in the Bible for self-examination:
Prov 6:16-19 … 7 things God hates; Mk 7:21-23 … 13
sins; Rom 1:29-32 … 23 sins; Gal 5:19-21 … 17 sins; 2
Tim 3:2-5 … 19 sins. These are the sins which characterise
the “children of disobedience” on whom the “wrath of God”
comes (Eph 5:6). How many sermons we hear! How many
meetings we attend! How many programmes we watch! How
many books and magazines we read! How many Study
Bibles we have! No other generation has received so much
of spiritual input. For the ignorant, the lashes will be few,
but the informed will receive severer punishment (Lk 12:48).
Sin confessions should be personal or collective, depending
on the nature of the transgression. The penitential Psalms
(6,32,38,51,102,130,143) can be profitably used as the
prayer of repentance. Knowing the seriousness of God’s
anger, David cringed, “O Lord, do not rebuke me in Your
anger, nor chasten me in Your hot displeasure” (Psa 6:1;
27:9; 38:1). We might have caused inconsolable grief to
the heart of the Father God. But when we return to Him in
genuine repentance, music and dance and the Father’s
kisses will await us (Lk 15:20,25).
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Now, let’s come to cities and nations. It is not enough if
tears of repentance drench individual Christians and
congregations. God expects cities and countries to
acknowledge Him as the Creator and the Saviour. The
Gospels record only two instances when Jesus wept openly:
one in front of a grave looking at the sorrow that sin had
brought into the world (Jn 11:33-35); the other over a city
(Lk 19:41). He lamented over Jerusalem, saying, “O
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, how often I wanted to gather your
children together as a hen gathers her chicks under her
wings, but you were not willing! See! Your house is left to
you desolate” (Mt 23:37,38). He upbraided the cities of
Chorazin, Bethsaida, Capernaum with strongest words (Mt
11:20-24). He warned them of the “Day of the judgment”
and “Hades.” He presented the city of Nineveh as a model
of citywide repentance which escaped God’s “indignation”
and “fierceness of His anger” (Jon 3:5-10; Mt 12:41; Nah
1:1,6). We know not what the percentage of ten righteous
men was in the population of Sodom (Gen 18:32). May be
our cities have a lower percentage! “Send us, O God,
Evangelists like Philip to drive away demonic activities and
bring about great joy in our cities!” (Acts 8:5-8). The two
slogans to be shouted aloud again and again around the
world: “Back to God!” “Back to the Bible!”

“O God, will You not visit our cities of Chennai,
Bengaluru, Mumbai, Delhi, London, Paris, New York,
California, Moscow, Tokyo, Beijing and the like with surging
waves of repentance? You have judged our sexual
immorality with AIDS, which took away 3,20,00,000 lives.
Forgive us, O Lord, for legalizing homosexuality, lesbianism,

gay marriage and such perversions” (Rom 1:24-27). There
are 6,37,500 sex workers in India, and over 5,00,000
customers visit the red-light areas on a daily basis. Beloved,
if we defile our body with sexual sins, God will destroy it
with Sexually Transmitted Diseases (1 Cor 3:16,17; 6:17-
19). The locusts which are invading Pakistan and Rajasthan
is the next threat! (2 Chr 7:13,14). It is predicted that this
swarm may be the worst in decades.3. Unbelief on God

3. Unbelief on God
The first sin of the first man and woman was disbelieving

what God had told them (Gen 2:16,17; 3:1,17). This is what
brought God’s displeasure on the entire human race.
Suffering, sorrow and death followed. God’s call to man
from the beginning is to turn to Him and trust Him.
“Without faith it is impossible to please God” (Heb 11:6).
Unbelief on God and His Word is more serious than other
gross sins. We can pray to God for anyone to forgive his sin
of murder or theft or adultery and the like, but not the sin
of unbelief (1 Jn 5:16,17). Unbelief on Jesus is the sin of
sins which brings on the candidate the eternal wrath of
God, and he is already condemned (Jn 3:18,36). People go
to hell primarily because they have not believed on Jesus
to be saved (Mk 16:16). Here’s a call to the Christ-rejectors:
“Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, and you perish in the way,
when His wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are those
who put their trust in Him” (Psa 2:12).

No other incident better illustrates the seriousness of
unbelief like God’s cancellation of visa for Moses and Aaron
to enter Canaan. Moses and Aaron were the chief leaders
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in bringing the Hebrews out of Egyptian bondage. About
Moses, God Himself testified that there was no prophet
like him before or after (Dt 34:10-12). When he was
backbitten, God defended him saying, “He is faithful in all
My house” (Num 12:7b; Heb 3:2,5). Aaron was the first
Priest in Israel’s history (Heb 5:4; Ex 28:1). He was the
spokesman for Moses before Pharaoh (Ex 4:16; 7:1). What
was then their big sin? God told Moses and Aaron to “speak”
to the rock, but he “struck” it, that too twice (Num 20:8,11).
Water came out abundantly of course, but according to
God, they did not “believe” Him enough to hallow Him before
the people of Israel (v12). He instantly told them that they
would not enter the Promised Land. Moses was just allowed
to “see” the Land (Dt 32:52). It was like a slip between the
cup and the lip! See how much unbelief angers God!

Not only the leaders but also the people could not enter
Canaan because of unbelief (Heb 3:19). About them God
said, “I was angry with that generation … So I swore in My
wrath, they shall not enter My rest” (3:10a,11; 4:3; Psa
95:11). He lamented that He was “grieved” for forty years
with that generation (Psa 95:10a). Feeding so many
thousands of people for forty years in the desert, and
providing for their needs were nothing short of a miracle.
Their clothes and sandals did not wear out (Dt 29:5). Their
feet did not swell after so much of walking (Neh 9:21).
Unbelievable! Inspite of all these blessings, they did not
believe in the miracle-working power of God. They kept on
asking, “Can God?” instead of asserting, “God can!” (Psa
78:19, 20). The Lord became “furious” and His “anger” came
upon them (v21). It was just eleven days’ journey from Horeb

to the Promised Land (Dt 1:2). But the Lord’s “fierce anger”
made them wander in the wilderness for forty years, until
all the evil generation was gone (Num 32:13,14). Thank
God for science and technology, but disbelieving His
supernatural power angers Him. Rationalism has not
helped us enough in the COVID-19 crisis. There’s no greater
joy for the Father than to have His children return to Him
in simple faith and childlike trust. His mansions await their
arrival (Jn 14:1-3).

4. Covetousness
The 5th Chapter of Isaiah mentions 6 “woes”

(vv8,11,18,20,21,22). The first “woe” is on those given to
covetousness: “Woe” to those who join house to house, who
add field to field, till there is no place, where they may
dwell alone in the midst of the land” (Isa 5:8). The “anger”
of the Lord is aroused against such people (v25a). This is
the condition in which the rich become richer and the poor
become poorer. Can you believe that the fortune of 600
American billionaires has risen on the average by 15%
during Corona lockdown? There is no partiality with God.
Apostle Paul teaches “equality” on the basis of how God
provided manna, the bread from heaven, during the
wilderness journey of the people of Israel (2 Cor 8:12-15;
Ex 16:17,18). This principle was voluntarily followed by
the early disciples following Pentecost (Acts 2:44,45; 4:32).
I do not want to get into the dispute whether or not this
practice should be adhered to today, but the fact remains
that if God gives us more than what we need, it is in order
that we may share it with those in need. Ultimately this is
the only way to root out covetousness from our rank and
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file. It is said that an average American woman owns 19
pairs of shoes! India is racing towards it!

There are so many sins condemned in the Bible, but the
“love of money is the root of ALL evil” (1 Tim 6:10). That’s
why John the Baptist laid the axe at the “root” of the trees.
He thundered, “Every tree which does not bring good fruit
is cut down and thrown into the fire” (Mt 3:10). While
prescribing practical guidelines for bearing “good fruit,” he
consistently referred to charity and covetousness (Lk 3:10-
14). According to him, saying bye to covetousness is the
way of escape from the “wrath to come” (v7). Zacchaeus,
who had dodged John’s water baptism, could not escape
the Fire-baptizer! When he repented of his covetous
practices, the Saviour unloaded in his home His riches of
Salvation (Lk 19:8,9).

The Bible speaks of certain individuals against whom
God’s anger was aroused because of covetousness. One is
Prophet Balaam (Num 22:22). We know the story too well.
Apostle Jude quotes him as an example for the error of
greediness, and pronounces “woe” to those who run this
way (Jude 11). The next one is Judas Iscariot. He was a
thief from the beginning, but Jesus trusted him with the
money bag, thus giving him an opportunity to change (Jn
12:6). Jesus let the rope loose for over three years. Because
of his covetousness, he hanged himself in the same rope!
(Acts 1:16-18). He became the son of “perdition” (Jn 17:12c).
Apostle Paul later warned that the love of money would
“drown men in destruction and perdition” (1 Tim 6:9). Then
come Mr. & Mrs. Ananias (Act 5:1-11). This was the first
judgment in the early Church, and that was relating to

money matter. Instant death of the husband. His funeral
without intimation to his beloved wife. The deathbell rang
for her in another few hours. Oh, God’s anger poured out
on an one-minded couple! Beloved, beware of praying for
revival! Such incidents would be commonplace when the
fire of the “Holy Spirit” falls on our congregations (vv3,9).

How do we boast that we don’t worship idols? Paul called
covetousness as idolatry, and a covetous person an idolater
(Col 3:5; Eph 5:5). In both these passages the Apostle
speaks of the coming of the “wrath of God” (Col 3:6; Eph
5:6). I do not think he was overcondemning this sin. I am
sure he was well aware of Isaiah 57:17 where God says,
“For the iniquity of his covetousness I was angry and struck
him; I hid and was angry, and he went on backsliding in
the way of his heart.” The testimony of Job must have been
fresh in Paul’s mind while he was writing to the believers
in Ephesus and Colosse: Job 31:24-28, “If I have made
gold my hope ... this would be an iniquity worthy of
judgment, for I would have denied God who is above!”
Covetousness is worse than Corona in choking us to death
(Mt 13:22; Prov 1:19).

5. Lack of Charity
Covetousness is the enemy of charity. If we are interested

in saving more and more, we will be giving less and less. In
the previous point, I referred to the first of the six “woes”
pronounced in Isaiah 5. It’s on those who join house to
house and add field to field till there is no place where they
may “dwell alone” in the land (Isa 5:8). If I am avaricious to
have much more than what I need in a world of limited
resources, I am depriving others of their legitimate share.
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God blesses us to bless others. If He blesses us with many
dresses, He expects us to clothe as many clotheless as
possible. If He blesses us with plenty of food, He expects
us to feed as many hungry people as possible. If He blesses
us with comfortable and luxurious homes, He expects us
to provide shelter to as many homeless as possible. Those
who fail in these areas would come under divine fury. Jesus
the King would tell them, “Depart from Me, you cursed,
and go into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and
his angels” (Mt 25:41-46). Those whom we call “blessed”
on this earth might be addressed as “cursed” in Eternity!
Reversal of values!

Job scored high in this area. He was an extremely rich
man in the East (Job 1:3). He was exceedingly rich in charity
also. He went to the extent of becoming eyes to the blind,
feet to the lame, father to the poor, advocate for the helpless,
fighter for the weak and a musician to enthral widows
(29:13-17). What an identification with the poor and the
marginalised! He dared to say that if he had not done
enough to bless the underprivileged, he was ready to let
his arm fall from his shoulder and let his arm be torn from
the sockets! (31:16-22). To stress that charity was not an
option for him but an obligation, he added that failure here
would bring “destruction from God as a terror to him” which
he would not be able to endure (v23). Dear reader friend,
keep in mind the title of this article, “Is God angry with
us?” The World Health Organisation (WHO) is trying to
investigate wherefrom the Coronavirus came. We will do
well to study the Bible to find out who could have sent it!
(2 Ki 22:13; Job 12:9,10).

A word to landlords, industrialists and businessmen. I
urge you to read James 5:1-6. The opening call itself is
threatening: “Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your
miseries that are coming upon you” (v1). The apostle refers
to “riches, garments, gold, silver, treasure, pleasure and
luxury.” After warning how this super-abundance would
“eat the flesh of the owners like fire” (v3), the writer speaks
about the injustice to labourers. Exploitation of labour is
common not only in capitalist countries but also in nations
like India. The Global Slavery Index-2018 estimated
80,00,000 bonded workforce in India. The number is
swelling up in the present crisis. Millionaires take
advantage of the unemployment problem, and underemploy
and underpay the workers. The Minimum Wages Act seems
to be only on paper. I’m sorry that even Christian Missions
don’t follow this Act. Remember, the God of the Bible is
the God of the poor. The cries of the poor workers and
labourers are “reaching the ears of the Lord of Hosts” (v4).
Jehovah is called the “Lord of Hosts” innumerable number
of times in the Old Testament, whereas only thrice in the
New, namely Romans 9:29 and 2 Corinthians 6:18 and
here now in this passage, James 5:4. By this I understand
that He is a fighter against those who despise the poor.
During the current crisis when economy has tripped from
slowdown to shutdown, the worst affected is the poorer
sections of the society. Even middle class families must
double or triple their giving to the poor, as the Macedonian
Christians did even when their own economy was in
shambles (2 Cor 8:1-3).
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Even the secular world is becoming more and more
courteous towards the working class. I’m ashamed that
this change has not come in Christian families. We are not
to call Housemaids as Servants but Helpers. No one should
be called Disabled, rather Differently Abled. Not Sweepers
or Scavengers, but Sanitary Workers. Not Transsexuals,
but Transgenders. And so on. Bonded labour, child labour
and the like should not find a place in Christian premises.
Never use threatening and disrespectful words while
interacting with helpers and assistants. Paul reminds us
of “our own Master in Heaven” (Eph 6:9). We can see God
in the smile of the poor! (Psa 112:3-5,9; 2 Cor 9:9). There
are more than 50,00,000 domestic helpers in India, with
over 80% of them being women. Most of them are
perennially in debt as they borrow money from households,
and in a sense become bonded labourers. I appeal to the
Mistresses to write off such debts. You will not become
poor by doing so. The Lord’s Prayer, both in Matthew
6:9-13 and Luke 11:2-4, speaks essentially about “debts”
and “debtors.” But we have cleverly and conveniently
changed it to “trespasses!” Get it corrected in your family
and Church recitations. Read Matthew 18:13-35 and ask
God to speak to you.

6. Loveless Relationships
Cain was the first man to be “cursed” by God (Gen 4:11).

Technically speaking, Adam and Eve were not cursed but
punishment was pronounced on them. Only the serpent
and the ground were “cursed” (3:14-19). See how serious
God is towards faulty interpersonal relationships! Apostle
John writes that “the” message that we have heard from

the beginning is that we should “love one another,” and we
must “not be like Cain” (1 Jn 3:11,12). Cain murdered Abel
not because the latter took away anything from the former,
or did anything against the former. The only reason for
this first murder in human history was that the elder
brother’s works were evil and the younger one’s works were
righteous (v12). Bad people because of their badness hate
good people for their goodness! John then goes on to
admonish us, “Do not marvel, my brothers, if the world
hates you” (v13). That’s okay, but our problem is not that
non-Christians hate Christians, but Christians hate one
another (v14). Will not God be angry with a congregation
full of murderers? (vv14,15; Mt 5:21,22). Friends, don’t
get angry with me for this simple and plain interpretation
of a Bible text.

God’s worry is more about lovelessness and disunity in
the Church rather than the spirit of hatred and jealousy
that prevails in the society. The world has to learn love
from us the disciples of Jesus (Jn 13:35). There’s no
fellowship in most of our Fellowships. Alas, social distancing
may increase our spiritual distancing! When peace is absent
in our Churches, that means that we have lost our saltiness
(Mk 9:50). Only when we inside the Church are sprinkled
with the salt of peace, we can spray it on the society to
bless those outside (Col 4:5,6). Solomon lists seven things
God “hates” which are an “abomination” to Him (Prov 6:16-
19). Six of these seven refer to relationships. Ideally the
Church must be a theocracy, as per the pattern prescribed
in the New Testament Epistles, not a democracy. The
election system in most of our Churches is definitely not
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Biblical. Until that goes, the party spirit cannot be driven
away, and unity among us will only be a dream. We cannot
bring God’s sadness of heart to an end. Goats fight, sheep
don’t!

God’s anger over our lovelessness is forthrightly stated
in Galatians 5:15, “If you bite and devour one another,
beware lest you be consumed by one another!” Most of us
have passed the “fighting” stage and come to “biting!” Our
Church buildings may soon need the “Beware of dogs!”
signboards (Phil 3:2a). The spirit of vengeance in our hearts
is against the God of the Bible. He has repeatedly said,
“Vengeance is MINE, I will repay!” (Rom 12:19). Take a
Concordance and see how many times this or a similar
statement occurs in the Bible. Do not give place to “your”
wrath! Give room for “God’s” wrath to operate (v19a). “The
wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God”
(Js 1:20). Jesus has spoken more about hell than about
Heaven. The first time He used the word “hell” was while
condemning loveless and angry words (Mt 5:21,22).
Sustained anger is sin (Eph 4:26; Psa 4:4). Let’s tremble
before these Biblical observations to escape God’s wrath!

7. Excessive Self-confidence
The secular press world releases so many books on how

to build self-confidence. No doubt this would develop a
positive attitude to face challenges. But excessive self-
confidence to the extent of excluding God is unscriptural.
Our total and ultimate dependence must be on God only.
This is illustrated in the Bible in the context of three fields:
(a) Building — “Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit”

(Zech 4:6); (b) Sports — “It is not of him who wills, nor of
him who runs, but of God who shows mercy” (Rom 9:16);
(c) Agriculture — “Neither he who plants is anything, nor
he who waters, but God who gives the harvest” (1 Cor 3:7).
Comparing Himself to Vine, and us to the branches, Jesus
emphatically said, “Without Me you can do nothing” (Jn
15:5). Wherever the principle is violated, God’s anger is
stirred, be it a person or a programme or a project.

God is not against our strength. He is not against our
wisdom. He is not against our wealth. These are all from
His hand. Self-boasting begins when we think that these
are our own and we didn’t receive them from God (Jer 9:23).
God’s Word challenges us, “Who distinguishes you from
another? And what do you have that you did not receive?
Now if you did indeed receive it, why do you glory as if you
had not received it?” (1 Cor 4:7). A Tamil Proverb says,
“For a mighty man, even a blade of grass is a powerful
weapon!” Can the grass boast of anything? This is pictorially
presented in Isaiah 10:15, “Shall the axe boast itself against
him who chops with it? Or shall the saw magnify itself
against him who saws with it? As if a rod could wield itself
against those who lift it up, or as if a staff could lift up, as
if it were not wood?” Even a “worm” can become a mighty
“weapon” in God’s hand (Isa 41:14,15). When there’s
boastful self-reliance, “The Lord of Hosts will kindle a
burning like the burning of a fire. So the Light of Israel
will be for a fire, and his Holy One for a flame; it will burn
and devour his thorns and his briers in one day” (10:16,17).
Beloved, beware!
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The Tower of Babel is a grim warning against unbounded
confidence of man on his undertakings (Gen 11:4). But
the Lord came down and scattered their plan (vv5-8). The
Babel spirit of building the tallest or the biggest structure
in the world is still prevalent. It’s deplorable that such a
rat race is there in Christendom also. There cannot be a
stronger rebuke than what the Lord has said in Jeremiah
17:5, “Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes
flesh his strength, whose heart departs from the Lord.” On
the other hand, “Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord,
and whose hope is in the Lord” (v7). The first candidate
will be like a “shrub in the desert,” whereas the other man
will be like a “tree by the river” (vv6,8). One person comes
under the fury of God, and the other one enjoys His favour.
The choice is ours.

When leaders boast of their skills and stamina, God gets
angry because He is the One who gave them authority to
rule people, whether in the Church or outside. Here are
two kings scourged by Him because of their pride and self-
reliance. Sennacherib the King of Assyria spoke arrogantly,
“By the multitude of my chariots I have come up to the
height of the mountains, to the limits of Lebanon;  I will
cut down its tall cedars and its choice cypress trees; I will
enter the extremity of its borders, to its fruitful forest ...
With the soles of my feet I have dried up all the brooks of
defence” (2 Ki 19:23,24). By these words to King Hezekiah,
it was the Holy One of Israel who was “reproached” and
“blasphemed” (v22). The zeal of the Lord poured out its
fury on the Assyrians and killed 1,85,000 of them (v35).

Next comes King Uzziah. He fared well as long as he sought
the Lord with the guidance of Prophet Zechariah (2 Chr
26:4,5). God helped him against the Philistines, Arabians,
Meunites and Ammonites (vv6-8). He had a huge army and
he was a strategic builder too. But when he became strong,
“his heart was lifted up against God” (v16). God struck
him with leprosy and he was a leper till death (vv20,21). It
was after the death of this king, Prophet Isaiah got the
heavenly vision of the “King of kings” (Isa 6:1,5). The
message is clear.

The prophecy concerning Christmas in  Isaiah 9:6,7 is
the most beloved one in the Old Testament for all of us
Christians. We stop our meditation with our sympathy on
the lowly Baby in Bethlehem. But look at these words:
“Government ... Shoulder ... Throne ... Judgment ... Justice
... Zeal!” Immediately after these two verses we read, The
Lord sent a  word against Israel. He rebuked their “pride
and arrogance of heart.” They kept saying, “We will rebuild
... We will replant!” (vv8-10). The latter portion of verse 12
is one of the most terrifying statements in the Bible: “For
all this His anger is not turned away but His hand is
stretched out still!” This statement is repeated in 5:25;
9:17,21 and 10:4. In some versions of the Bible, this
statement stands out separately after these verses
(vv12,17,21; 10:4). Unusual in the whole Bible! This is the
result of the pride and folly of the elders, prophets and
leaders (vv15,16). When ministries develop cracks after the
times of the founders, the rebuilding efforts of the nextliners
will prosper only if they work with utter humility and utmost
sincerity.
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We congratulate the space scientists for their mind-
boggling expeditions and marvellous explorations. Thank
God for the benefits reaped in the field of medicine,
engineering and the like. But we must beware of using
words like “conquering” the space. We cannot! We have
already “corrupted” the earth (Gen 6:11,12; Rev19:2). Let’s
not try to do it in the other planets also. Prophet Obadiah
in his only single chapter book in the Old Testament gives
us this warning: “The pride of your heart has deceived you
... You who say in your heart, ‘Who will bring me down to
the ground?’ Though you exalt yourself as high as the eagle,
and though you set your nest among the stars, from there
I will bring you down, says the Lord” (vv3,4).

Long-term planners like businessmen and entrepreneurs
have a forthright message in James 4:13-16, “Come now,
you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go to such and
such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell and make a
profit,’ whereas you do not know what will happen
tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour that
appears for a little time and then vanishes away. Instead
you ought to say, ‘If the Lord wills, we shall live and do
this or that.’ But now you boast in your arrogance. All
such boasting is evil.” Any comment necessary?

8. Ungodly Leadership
Since God is the ultimate Ruler of all things, earthly

authority is derived from Him, whether political or spiritual
(Rom 13:1; Acts 20:28). There was always some overlap
between political and spiritual leadership in Israel. As such
the principles to adapt and the pitfalls to avoid by leadership

pointed out in the Bible are relevant for any generation.
Whenever God’s warnings were not heeded to, His anger
brought about disaster.

One of the earliest commandments to any king was that
he must not multiply for himself warhorses, wives and
wealth (Dt 17:16,17). This was to prevent pride and self-
reliance. God prescribed that a written copy of His rulebook
must be available to him for daily reading lest he deviates
from God’s direction in ruling the people (vv18-20). History
is replete with examples of nations which collapsed because
the rulers despised God and His Word. The Kingdom of
David and of Solomon got permanently divided when King
Rehoboam rejected the council of elders (1 Ki 12). David
numbered the people ignoring the brakes applied by his
commander Joab (2 Sam 24:1-4). This angered God and
He sent a plague which killed 70,000 men (v15). God is
always against any leader who trusts in manpower and
muscle strength. “The Lord does not delight in the strength
of the horse; He takes no pleasure in the legs of a man. He
takes pleasure in those who fear Him, in those who hope
in His mercy” (Psa 147:10,11). He also warned His people
against alliance with ungodly nations, lest they miss His
Spirit’s guidance, and add “sin to sin” (Isa 30:1,2). Jesus
pointed out the foxy character of Herod who made an
alliance with Pilate for convenience (Lk 13:31,32; 23:12).

The Fortune magazine of 21 August 1995 published “Asia
Corrupt-O-Meter,” giving 10 points to the most corrupt
nation and 1.0 point to the least corrupt. India is in the
3rd place with a score of 7 points! “Righteousness exalts a
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nation, but sin is a disgrace to any people” (Prov 14:34).
Mahatma Gandhi listed “Seven Social Sins” which
characterise our national life: Pleasure without Conscience,
Politics without Principles, Prayer without Devotion,
Education without Character, Wealth without Work,
Science without Humanity, and Commerce without
Morality. “O Lord God, have mercy on us and withhold
Your anger!” We cannot boast that the number of COVID-
19 cases in India is much less compared to other nations.
The truth is, we test only 2 persons per 1000, whereas
countries like US, Russia and Germany test 50 or more
per 1000!

We will next come to spiritual leadership. Priests and
Prophets were the religious leaders in the Old Testament
period. Now the Church leadership is on Shepherds who
are otherwise called Elders or Bishops or Overseers in the
New Testament (Acts 20:17,28; 1 Tim 3:1; Tit 1:7; 1 Pet
5:1). Jesus has taught us not to lead God’s people with
authoritarianism like the non-Christian rulers (Mt 20:25).
The Apostles followed Christ’s teaching (2 Cor 1:24; 10: 8;
1 Pet 5:3). Powermongers exploit people and not empower
or equip them. By repeated “woes,” Christ rebuked
hypocritical leaders (Mt 23:13,14,15,16,23,25,27,29).
Isaiah warned of “devouring” fire and everlasting “burnings”
against hypocrisy in Zion (Isa 33:14). Jesus got angry with
those for whom traditions were more important than acts
of kindness (Mk 3:4,5).

It is the responsibility of Pastors and Christian leaders
to stop any form of commercialisation of religion. Let’s not

forget the self-made whip in Jesus’ hand which He used
twice in the temple premises (Jn 2:14-16; Mt 21:12,13).
God judges the preachers who are elated about their oratory
skills, and who fail to give God all the glory (Acts 12:21-
23). He pronounces woe on Christian leaders who resort to
luxurious l ifestyle forsaking the simplicity and
charitableness of their forefathers (Jer 22:13-16). The
curse of Christendom today is overfed shepherds and
underfed sheep (Ezek 34:1-3).

9. Rebellion
In the earlier sections we have dealt enough with our

sins against God. Here we will talk about rebellion against
human authority and leadership.

We’ll begin with parents and children. The Ten
Commandments can be divided into two sections: 1 to 4
relate to our duty to God, and 5 to 10 our duty to man (Ex
20:1-17). The second section begins with the duty of
children to their parents: “Honour your father and your
mother that your days may be long upon the earth” (v12).
Apostle Paul quotes it in Ephesians 6:1-3 and says that
this is the “first” Commandment with a “promise.” This is
also the “only” Commandment with a promise! Do we get
the message? Things will not go “well” with the children
who disobey their parents and rebel against them (Eph
6:3). See how God viewed disobedience to parents: Dt 21:18-
21, “If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who will
not obey the voice of his father or mother ... all the men of
his city shall stone him to death.” Jesus obeyed His earthly
parents even though He had come from Heaven and He
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was God in human form (Lk 2:51). Children are becoming
more and more rebellious as we approach the end of
endtimes, as predicted by Apostle Paul (2 Tim 3:2). The
endtime ministry of Elijah through the Holy Spirit is to
“turn the hearts of the fathers to the children and the hearts
of the children to their fathers, lest I (the Lord) come and
strike the earth with a curse” (Mal 4:6). What a sad ending
for the Old Testament! This endtime ministry was
inaugurated by John the Baptist who came in the spirit
and power of Elijah (Lk 1:15-17). God’s anger against
rebellious children is stated in Isaiah 45:10, “Woe to him
who says to his father, ‘What have you begotten?’ or to his
mother, ‘What have you brought to birth?’ ” Dear children,
you may not make such daring statements, but what is
your attitude?

Next we will look at rebellion against civil authority. Both
Paul and Peter speak against it. Romans 13:2, “Whoever
resists the (governing) authority resists the ordinance of
God, and those who resist will bring judgment on
themselves.” Read the entire passage (vv1-5). 1 Peter
2:13,14, “Submit yourself to every ordinance of man for
the Lord’s sake.” Man finds loopholes for every rule and
law. Compared to the West, we in India are not law-abiding
enough. Let us Christians take up this challenge so we
may “glorify God” before non-Christians (v12).

Thirdly, we will talk about rebellion against spiritual
leadership. The rebellious attitude of Moses’ nextliners,
Miriam and Aaron, brought in disastrous results (Num
12:1-15). The anger of the Lord was aroused against them.

He withdrew His presence from among them. Miriam
became leprous. The journey of God’s people was delayed
by seven days. Similarly the rebellion of Korah & Co. against
Moses (Num 16). The earth opened its mouth and swallowed
up the rebels. A fire from God consumed 250 men. Several
such incidents of rebellion are recorded in the history of
Israel. “They mocked the messengers of God, despised His
words and scoffed at His prophets, until the wrath of the
Lord arose against His people, till there was no remedy” (2
Chr 36:15,16; Psa 78:31; Zech 7:12).

Church leadership is on the shoulders of Pastors who
are otherwise called Elders or Bishops or Overseers (Acts
20:17,28; 1 Tim 3:1; Tit 1:7; 1 Pet 5:1). Apostle Peter, calling
himself a fellow Elder, admonishes youngsters, “Submit
yourselves to your elders ... Be clothed with humility, for
God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble” (1
Pet 5:1,5). The writer of Hebrews says, “Obey those who
rule over you and be submissive, for they watch out for
your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do
so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable
for you” (Heb 13:17). Paul urges us to show “double honour”
to those elders who labour in “Word and doctrine” (1 Tim
5:17). We are well aware of the rebellious members in the
congregations who cause divisions. Apostle Jude calls them
as “sensual persons, not having the Spirit” (Jude 19).
Joining this gang will invite God’s wrath.

10. Backsliding
Backsliding means going back to the old ways, forsaking

the life we have enjoyed with God. It can take many forms,
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but it invariably invokes God’s displeasure and anger. He
did not spare even the angels who did not keep their original
state but sinned. He punished them with “chains of
darkness” and cast them to “hell” (2 Pet 2:4; Jude 6). One
of the earliest calls from God to backsliders is in Jeremiah
3:12,13, “Return, backsliding Israel, says the Lord, and I
will not cause My anger to fall on you; for I am merciful,
says the Lord, and I will not remain angry forever. Only
acknowledge your iniquity that you have transgressed
against the Lord your God.” God’s promises in the Old
Testament abound to those who returned from backsliding.
Hosea 14:1,4, “O Israel, return to the Lord your God, for
you have stumbled because of your iniquity ... I will heal
your backsliding, I will love you freely, for My anger has
turned away from you.” These passages speak about
national repentance from apostasy.

As we move to the New Testament, the stress is on
personal and congregational repentance from backsliding.
Various types of backsliding are observed here. Judas
Iscariot, one of the twelve, backslided because of
covetousness. We read that “Satan entered Judas” (Lk
22:3). He hanged himself in the same field which he
purchased with the money for which he sold his Master
(Acts 1:16-19). Do we have any land called “Akel Dama” (=
Field of Blood), purchased through our covetous practices
in business or ministry? Demas, who left Paul’s missionary
team because of worldly attractions, is another backslider
(2 Tim 4:10). Love of money has been among the chief
causes of backsliding among preachers, especially those
with a prophetic gift like Balaam (2 Pet 2:15,16). God’s

Word calls it “madness” (v16). The “blackness of darkness”
is reserved forever for them (Jude 11,13).

The Jezebel virus of “the lust of eyes and the lust of
flesh” has infected several servants of God who will become
“bedridden” if they don’t take proper treatment (Rev 2:20-
22). Getting out of Egypt seems to be easier than getting
Egypt out of us. This greatly arouses the anger of the Lord
which burns and consumes the backsliders (Num11:1,10).
Apostle Peter calls them “dogs” and “pigs” whose “latter
end would be worse than the beginning” (2 Pet 2:20-22).
We are to be watchful lest we are “led away with the error
of the wicked” and “fall from our steadfastness” (3:17,18).
Referring to backsliding the writer of Hebrews makes some
souring statements: “It’s a fearful thing to fall into the hands
of the living God ... If anyone draws back, God’s soul has
no pleasure in him ... Do not draw back to perdition” (Heb
10:31,38,39). There are times when God becomes tired of
waiting for the backsliders to come back (Jer 15:6).

The next type of backsliding is due to doctrinal error.
Falling from grace into legalism (Gal 1:6; 5:4). Restoration
of such persons involves birthpain (4:19). The opposite of
this has given birth to the popular “hyper-grace” movement
(Rom 6:1,2). Those who turn the grace of God into
licentiousness are marked out for “condemnation” (Jude
4). Let’s not mistake God’s grace in choosing us as the
“vessels of mercy” instead of as the “vessels of wrath” (Rom
9:22,23). Beware of the false prophets and false teachers
who secretly bring in “destructive heresies” through
“deceptive words.” Their judgment will be fast (2 Pet 2:1-
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3). Deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons are very much
in the air in these last days (1 Tim 4:1). False preachers
will outnumber the faithful (2 Tim 4:2-4). Let’s continue to
abide in the doctrine of Christ lest we are thrown into fire
(Jn 15:6; 2 Jn 9).

Many who were bold and brisk in witnessing for Christ
in the early years of their new life become slack and slothful
in course of time. It’s going to be more difficult in the coming
days than now to stand for Jesus. But the words of Jesus
cannot be taken lightly: “You will be hated by all for My
name’s sake, but he who endures to the end will be saved
... Whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny
before My Father and the angels in Heaven” (Mt 10:22,33;
Lk 12:9). We must bless men to the extent we are blessed
by God. The earth which drinks the rain from heaven will
be “cursed” and “burned” if it does not bring forth fruit
(Heb 6:7,8; Lk 13:6-9). In the forthcoming difficult days,
there will be several Hymenaeuses and Alexanders who
would deny the basic faith on Christ and function as the
agents of Satan (1 Tim 1:19,20).

Will God be angry forever?
It had not been easy for me to write this article on this

unpleasant subject of the “wrath of God.” During the course
of writing I was tempted several times to discontinue, but
the Spirit of the Lord would not let me withdraw. My fear
of God intensified inordinately when I meditated on the
860 verses quoted in this Chapter from over 50 books of
the Bible. I thank God for that. There’s a question the

Psalmist asks thrice: “How long, Lord? Will You be angry
forever?” (Psa 79:5; 80:4; 85:5). I am comforted by the words
of David and Micah: Psa 103:8-10, “The Lord is merciful
and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in mercy. He
will not always strive with us, nor will He keep His anger
forever. He has not dealt with us according to our sins, nor
punished us according to our iniquities.” Mic 7:18,19, “God
does not retain His anger forever because He delights in
mercy. He will again have compassion on us, and will
subdue our iniquities. He will cast all our sins into the
depths of the sea.” I conclude with the prayer of Prophet
Habakkuk: “O Lord, REVIVE Your work in the midst of the
years! In the midst of the years make it known; in wrath
remember mercy!” (Hab 3:2). Yes, the Coronavirus is paving
way for ANOTHER REVIVAL!
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One of the oft-quoted Bible texts with reference to prayers
for safety and deliverance during any calamity is 2
Chronicles 7:14, “If My people who are called by My Name
will (1) HUMBLE THEMSELVES and (2) pray and (3) seek
My face and (4) turn from their wicked ways, then I will
hear from Heaven, and will forgive their sin, and heal their
land.” Do we notice that of the 4 things God requires of His
people in this text for the healing of the Nation, the first
one is HUMBLING OF OURSELVES?

God’s intense dealing with me in the recent years has
been in this area. By nature I am a proud guy. In spite of
the several humiliating experiences God has taken me
through over the years, I cannot say I have humbled myself
enough. God’s patience is still making me.

It is the realisation of our unworthiness which results in
the understanding of God’s worthiness. The word
“WORSHIP” comes from an Anglosaxon word, meaning,
“WORTHSHIP.” It is humbling of ourselves which makes
worship acceptable before God. The one who realized his
unworthiness most was John the Baptist, the greatest of
all prophets according to Jesus. He confessed, “There comes
One after me who is mightier than I, whose sandal strap

I am not worthy to stoop down and loose.” This confession
is reported in three Gospels (Mk 1:7; Lk 3:16; Jn 1:27).
Apostle Paul makes a reference to it in a Synagogue sermon
(Acts 13:25). This loosening of sandal strap is done by
slaves, not even by servants. This self-humbling is an
ongoing experience. In essence John said, “He must keep
on increasing, and I must keep on decreasing” (Jn 3:30).

Recently I came across in the Bible repeated references
to the questions, “Who am I?” and “What am I?” and similar
confessions. These are expressions of utter humility by
certain Bible characters. In this Chapter let’s look at seven
of them —

1. ABRAHAM

“Indeed now,  I who am but dust and ashes
have taken it upon myself to speak to the Lord” (Gen 18:27).

Abraham spoke these words to God in Heaven while
interceding for Sodom. He started with 50 righteous men
in the city, and came down to 45,40,30,20 and 10 (vv22-
33). The confession referred to above was when he bargained
for 5 less than 50. When one calls himself as “dust and
ashes,” he perhaps cannot humble himself any further.
These are useless stuff fit to be thrown into dunghill only.
Though he looked so insignificant in his own sight, God
had great regards for this Patriarch. The following
observations are both challenging and encouraging —

 Abraham is the first one to use the word “worship” in
the Bible. To the two young men, who accompanied him
and Isaac to Mount Moriah, he said, “Stay here with the

“If My people humble
themselves ...”

13 April 2020
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donkey; the lad and I will go yonder and worship, and we
will come back to you” (Gen 22:5). By “worship,” Abraham
meant sacrificing of his only son whom he loved (v2). Can
there be a better definition for worship? Worship is not to
excite us but to exalt God with the best of what we have. It
is not to make us happy but to gladden the heart of God.
How much our modern worship practices fall short of
Abraham’s understanding of it!

 Abraham is the first one to be called a “prophet” in
the Bible. Believing his half truth about Sarah, King
Abimelech took her. God rebuked the King in a dream for
taking another man’s wife. When the King pleaded his
innocence, God told him, “Restore the man’s wife; for he is
a prophet, and he will pray for you” (Gen 20:7). To be the
first one to be called a prophet, and that too by God Himself,
was not an ordinary honour. It was this man who called
himself as “dust and ashes” (18:27). Let’s beware of getting
puffed up in mind on the basis of God’s calling and gifting.
Whether I am an Apostle or a Prophet or an Evangelist or a
Pastor or a Teacher, I must never forget that I’m only “dust
and ashes” before my God.

 Abraham is the first one to be called the “Friend of
God.” Before telling him of his anger over Sodom and
Gomorrah because of the great outcry and very grievous
sin, God spoke to Himself, “Shall I hide from Abraham what
I am doing? For I have known him ...” (Gen 18:17-19).
Picking up from this statement of God, Apostle James wrote,
“He was called the Friend of God” (Js 2:23). The intimacy
God had with Abraham is amazing. It’s generally said that

familiarity breeds contempt. Not so with Abraham. He called
God the “Judge” of all the earth (Gen 18:25). While
interceding for Sodom, he said twice, “Let not the Lord be
angry” (vv30,32). Our communion and closeness with God
and His communication with us should not curtail our
reverential fear for Him.

Abraham is called the “father” of all those who believe
(Rom 4:11). Apostle Paul calls him so because of what God
told him when He changed his name from Abram to
Abraham: “I have made you a father of many nations” (Gen
17:5). “Abram” means “Exalted Father.” “Abraham” means
“Father of a Multitude.” One speaks of exaltation, and the
other of expansion. Walking perfectly before the Lord was
the vertical dimension of Abraham’s life (v1). Walking in
the land through its length and its width was his horizontal
dimension (13:17). In Apostle Paul’s writing, an entire
chapter is allotted to Abraham (Rom 4). No other Old
Testament character is given such prominence in the New.
The New Testament and the genealogy of Jesus begin with
Abraham (Mt 1:1). When God exalts us in our job or
ministry, it’s easy to imagine that we have come to that
position because of our skillfulness and hard work. No doubt
God honours these two things, but he is never obliged to
promote us. It’s the grace of God that brings us to covetable
positions.

 Of all the OT characters, it was to Abraham that the
people of Israel were called to look to, in order to understand
their roots. Isa 51:1,2, “Listen to Me, you who pursue
righteousness, you who seek the Lord: Look to the rock
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from which you were hewn, and to the hole of the pit from
which you were dug. Look to Abraham your father and to
Sarah who bore you; for I called him alone, and blessed
him and increased him.” In his own estimate, Abraham
was “dust and ashes” (Gen 18:27). But God calls him a
“rock!” “Before honour is humility” (Prov 15:33b; 18:12b).

2. MOSES
“Moses said to God, Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh,
and that I should bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?”

(Ex 3:11)

God revealed His purpose concerning His people to Moses
through the vision of the burning bush (Ex 3:1-10). This
was such a marvellous vision that both Jesus and Stephen
referred to it in their discourses (Lk 20:37; Acts 7:30,35).
Moses saw the invisible, heard the inaudible, chose the
imperishable, and did the impossible (Heb 11:27). There
are several outstanding things spoken about Moses —

 The testimony of the Word of God concerning Moses
is striking: Num 12:3, “Now the man Moses was very
humble, more than all men who were on the face of the
earth.” The context of this text is noteworthy. His sister
Miriam and brother Aaron spoke against him concerning
the Ethiopian woman he had married (v1). They gave
religious colour to their criticism; “Has the Lord spoken
only through Moses?  Has He not spoken through us also?”
(v2). Moses did not defend himself, though he would have
been deeply hurt by the unkind criticism of his own brother,
who was his mouthpiece, and his own sister, who was his
song leader. “But the Lord heard it!” (v2). The first response

of Moses to the criticism was his prayer for his sister who
criticized him and was struck with leprosy: “Lord, please
heal her, O God, I pray” (v13). If Moses had not been a
humble man in this scene, he would have hit Miriam by
his left arm and Aaron by his right, finished them, and
buried them! That was what Moses was before the Lord
shaped him in the wilderness for 40 years (Ex 2:11-15;
Acts 7:21-28).

 God spoke to Moses “face to face as a friend” (Ex
33:11a). While defending Moses before Miriam and Aaron,
God challenged them, “Hear now My words: If there is a
prophet among you, I, the Lord, make Myself  known to
him in a vision, and I speak to him in a dream. Not so with
My servant Moses; he is faithful in all My house. I speak
with him face to face, even plainly, and not in riddles; and
he sees the form of the Lord. Why then were you not afraid
to speak against My servant Moses?” (Num 12:6-8).
According to these words of God, which are in poetical form
in our Bibles, Moses was more than a prophet. Jesus
referred to John the Baptist as the “greatest of all prophets”
(Mt 11:11). About him we read that he performed no sign
or miracle (Jn 10:41). But about Moses it is written that
there had not arisen in Israel a prophet like him in all the
“signs” and “wonders” which he performed by “mighty
power” and “great terror” (Dt 34:10-12). To maintain
humility before God and man, when God powerfully
manifests  spectacular gifts through us, is definitely a
challenge and that’s where true greatness lies. We must
pray, “Lord, hide me, but reveal Yourself!” When we honestly
make such a request, people would glorify “God” who gives
such power to men (Mt 9:8).
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 Though Abraham is the first one to be called, “My
servant,” by God, it is Moses who is more frequently called
so than any other in the Bible. While challenging Miriam
and Aaron, God referred to Moses as “My servant” twice
(Num 12:7,8). While commissioning Joshua after Moses,
God told him, “Moses My servant is dead. Now therefore
arise and go ...” (Josh 1:2). The other references where Moses
is called the “servant of God” are 1 Chr 6:49; 2 Chr 24:9;
Neh 10:29; Dan 9:11. Even in Heaven the song they sang
is called “the song of Moses, the servant of God” (Rev 15:3).
He was denied entry into Canaan but not into Heaven! He
was one of the two visitors from Heaven who spoke to Jesus
at the Mount of Transfiguration (Mt 17:3). Mark reports
that Elijah appeared “with Moses” (Mk 9:4). Luke says that
Moses and Elijah appeared “in glory” (Lk 9:30,31). Titles
and designations must not make us proud and arrogant.
Humility should be our crown.

 Only one Psalm is attributed to Moses: Psalm 90. It is
titled as, “A Prayer of Moses the man of God.”  Spend
some time meditating on this Psalm. Its richness and
coverage of truths are amazing. Verse 10 is one of the
favourite texts of the aged people: “The days of our lives are
70 years; and if by reason of strength they are 80 years, yet
their boast is only labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off,
and we fly away!” And Moses balanced it in verse 15: “Oh
Lord, make us glad according to the days in which You
have afflicted us, and the years in which we have seen
evil.” As far as the patriarchal age is concerned, we can say
that Moses died too young, even before he developed

cataract (Dt 34:7). He is the only person for whom God
Himself conducted the funeral without a congregational
service (Dt 34:5,6). The devil was interested even in his
dead body, and he had a dispute with Michael the archangel
(Jude 9). Thank God no one knows where He buried Moses.
Otherwise the people would have erected a shrine on the
spot, just like Peter wanted to build a tabernacle for Moses
on the Transfiguration Mount (Mt 17:4).

We are called the “children” of God. Anyone who wants
to grow to become a “man of God” or “woman of God” has
several lessons to learn from Moses the man of God. He
walked in close fellowship with God (Num 12:8; Dt 34:10).
He was faithful in all matters in the house of God (Num
12:7; Heb 3:2,5). The writer of Hebrews dared to compare
the faithfulness of Jesus to that of Moses (Heb 3:2-5). When
God told Moses that He would strike the people with
pestilence lest they enter Canaan, he pleaded passionately
before Him to pardon them (Num 14:11-19). But when God
denied him entry into Canaan, he graciously accepted it
without speaking a word (20:12). Any disqualification in
this world, for whatever reason, for the man of God, will
not deter him from walking with God faithfully with his
eyes on the “reward” in Heaven (Heb 11:26b). No one can
snatch from him the garment of humility  (1 Pet 5:5 b).

3. KING SAUL

“Am I not a Benjamite, of the smallest of  the tribes of Israel,
and my family the least of all the families of the tribe
of Benjamin? Why then do you speak like this to me?”

(1 Sam 9:21)
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These were the words of Saul in response to what Prophet
Samuel said concerning God’s choice of him to be the
“commander” over His people (1 Sam 9:20; 10:1). It shocked
Saul when Samuel told him that the “desire” of Israel was
on him and on all his father’s house.

 Benjamin was the youngest of Jacob’s twelve sons. His
dying mother named him as “Ben-Oni,” meaning, “Son of
my sorrow” (Gen 35:18). But his father, Jacob, named him
as “Benjamin,” meaning, “Son of my right hand.” Benjamin
was the full brother of Joseph (v24). Look at Jacob’s
prophecy concerning Benjamin: Gen 49:27, “Benjamin is a
ravenous wolf; in the morning he shall devour the prey,
and at night he shall divide the spoil.” This prediction was
that the Benjamites would become mighty warriors. About
them we read in 1 Chronicles 12:1,2, “They were among
the mighty men, helpers in the war, armed with bows, using
both the right hand and the left in hurling stones and
shooting arrows with the bow.” Apostle Paul was of the
tribe of Benjamin (Phil 3:5). No wonder he was a fighter
both before and after conversion!

 Very sadly, King Saul did not maintain the spirit of
humility and realisation of his nothingness before God until
last. This resulted in his sinful behaviour. He did not wait
for Samuel to offer the burnt offering. When Samuel delayed
a bit, Saul felt compelled to do it because people started
leaving him, and the Philistines could come down on him
anytime (1 Sam 13:8-14). This people-oriented behaviour
made Saul disobey “the commandment of the Lord God” (1

Sam 13:8-14). This irreverential act of  Saul angered God
and he bypassed him for David (vv13,14). God picked up a
man “after His own heart.”

 Another sin of Saul was self-projection. He set up “a
monument for himself” (1 Sam 15:12). This is a subtle trap
for anyone in leadership. The heroworshipping culture of
the world of movies and politics has percolated into
Christianity, especially into the ministries of certain popular
preachers. The religious stardom is obnoxious in God’s
sight. A conscious and consistent effort on the part of
charismatic preachers to reflect all the praises of men
towards God, who alone is worthy, will alone save them
from many a peril. An oft-repeated statement of Jesus  is,
“Whoever exalts himself will be abased, and he who humbles
himself will be exalted” (Mt 23:12; Lk 14:11; 18:14b).

 Thirdly, Saul was guilty of partial obedience. God
had commanded him to “utterly” destroy the Amalekites
and fight against them “until” they were consumed (1 Sam
15:3,18). But he and the people spared the best of the cattle,
and all that was good. They utterly destroyed only which
was despised and worthless (v9). This made God to “greatly
regret” to have chosen Saul to be the first King of Israel
(v11). When God shared His feelings with Prophet Samuel,
he was so grieved that he spent a sleepless night crying
unto God. Samuel called Saul’s partial obedience as
“rebellion” equivalent to witchcraft, and “stubbornness”
equivalent to idolatry (v23). It is at this time Samuel
reminded Saul how he was “little in his own eyes” at the
time of God’s appointment as King (v17; 1 Sam 9:21).
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Beloved, maintaining brokenness and lowliness of mind
till the end is not easy for any Christian, whether in
leadership or not. God “removed” Saul and “raised” David.
This became a historical lesson which Paul quoted in one
of his sermons during his first missionary journey (Acts
13:21,22). This has happened in the lives of so many
servants of God. Our impressive personality and inherited
skills may disturb our equilibrium if we don’t stay watchful
and cautious (1 Sam 9:2). We must ever keep in mind that
God’s choice is based purely on His grace. This would keep
us humble till the end. When we reach heights in God’s
work and get success over success, a periodic check-up
whether we walk in early humility before God will save us
from many a disaster.

4. DAVID

“Who am I?” “What am I?” David asked such questions
on several occasions in his life. Here are four of them —

 When King Saul offered his daughter, Merab, to David,
he said to Saul, “Who am I, and what is my life or my father’s
family in Israel, that I should be son-in-law to the King?” (1
Sam 18:18). It so happened that she was given to another
guy. Saul’s younger daughter, Michal, developed a liking
for David. When Saul through his servants offered her to
David, he gave a similar reply: “Does it seem to you a light
thing to be a King’s son-in-law, seeing I am a poor and
lightly esteemed man?” (v23). Becoming the King’s son-in-
law was no ordinary matter. Several youths have spoilt their
character in marriage alliance. David’s marriage to Michal
was not without problems, but he remained humble before

God all through. When he returned with the ark to
Jerusalem, dancing before it, Michal voiced her harsh
criticism that he was dancing shamelessly forgetting that
he was the king. Here’s David’s response: “I will be even
more undignified than this, and will be humble in my own
sight” (2 Sam 6:22).

 We observe David’s humility when King Saul was
chasing him. He asked Saul, “After whom has the King of
Israel come out? Whom do you pursue? A dead dog? A flea?”
(1 Sam 24:14). David said this in spite of the fact that he
could have killed Saul when the latter had gone into a cave
to attend to his needs. In fact he had cut off a corner of
Saul’s robe (vv3,4). Don’t we forget our nothingness when
challenged by our enemies? A word to those in Christian
ministries: When God expands and blesses your work, it is
observed worldwide that the number of your enemies
increases, even as He adds more and more wellwishers and
supporters. As you necessarily keep yourself encouraging
in the Lord, don’t forget your nothingness. Take it as an
occasion to humble yourself further before the Almighty.
In our fallen nature we can never say we have humbled
ourselves enough.

 God told David through Prophet Nathan that it would
not be he but his son, Solomon, who would build Him the
temple. Here’s David’s response: “Who am I, O Lord God?
And what is my house, that You have brought me this far?”
(2 Sam 7:18). The narrative reads like this: “Then King
David went in and sat before the Lord; and he said ...”
It’s implied that David sat on the floor and humbled himself
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with this confession. It’s easier to confess such words at
the initial stages, and not after reaching heights! God
reminds us often of our lowly estate. This is what He told
David: “I took you from the sheepfold, from following the
sheep, to be ruler over My people” (v8). Read through the
Thanksgiving Prayer of David from verses 18 to 29. He
addresses God eight times as “O Lord God!” Pure worship!
The quality of our worship gets enhanced by humbling
ourselves more and more before God. Let those of us
addicted to chairs come down to sit on mats before God.
You cannot fall from a mat!

 After giving the plan to his son Solomon for the
construction of the temple, David urged the entire
congregation to fully support him who was “young and
inexperienced” (1 Chr 28:11; 29:1). He told them how he
gave abundantly from his “own special treasure of gold and
silver” (29:3). He confessed that it was all because of the
affection he had for God’s House. He then motivated the
people for liberal giving (v5). The people’s response was
overwhelming. With abounding joy, he blessed the Lord
and said, “O God, Who am I, and who are my people, that
we should be able to offer so willingly as this? For all things
come from You, and of  Your hand we have given You!”
(v14). David did not boast of his fund-mobilising capacity!
Let’s strike a deathblow to the rat race between fund-raisers
of various Churches and parachurch organisations.

Before moving to the next character in our study of
humility, let’s briefly compare the responses of King Saul
and King David when they were confronted for their sins.

When Samuel questioned Saul why he dared to make the
burnt offering himself, he gave excuses.  In the matter of
the Amalekites he resorted to blameshifting. As a self-
defense he built a monument for himself. Contrarily, when
David was confronted by Prophet Nathan for his sin of
adultery and murder, he confessed, “I have sinned.” When
God sent a plague because he numbered the people, he
asked Him, “Surely I have sinned, and I have done wickedly;
but these sheep, what have they done?” (2 Sam 24:17).
Without humility, confession and repentance will not be
genuine.

5. SOLOMON

“Who is able to build God a temple,
since heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain Him?

Who am I then, I should build Him a temple,
except to burn sacrifice before Him?” (2 Chr 2:6)

After selecting many thousands of labourers and
overseers for the building of the temple, Solomon sent a
request to Hiram, the King of Tyre, to spare for him a chief
architect for the work, and also timber (2 Chr 2:3-10). It is
in this request to Hiram that Solomon made the above
statement (v6). It’s heartening to note that Solomon
inherited such a spirit of humility from David his dad.
Solomon had many superlatives to his credit —

 Solomon was the wisest man in his time. God told
him in dream, “Behold, I have done according to your words;
see, I have given you a wise and understanding heart, so
that there has not been anyone like you before you, nor
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any like you arise after you” (1 Ki 3:12). “All the earth sought
the presence of Solomon to hear his wisdom, which God
had put in his heart” (10:24).

 Solomon was the richest and the most honoured King.
In the same dream referred to above, God told him, “I have
also given you what you have not asked: both riches and
honour, so that there shall not be anyone like you among
the kings all your days” (1Ki 3:13). His wealth is explained
like this: “All King Solomon’s drinking vessels were of gold,
and all the vessels of the House of the Forest of Lebanon
were of pure gold; not one was of silver, for silver was
accounted as nothing in his days” (10:21). This is perhaps
more than the riches of some of our Arabian Sheiks!

 Jesus recognised the superlatives of Solomon when
He used statements like, “Even  Solomon in all his glory ...”
(Mt 6:28,29). He called Himself “greater than Solomon” while
referring to Queen of Sheba who came all the way from the
Southern end of the world to hear Solomon’s wisdom (12:42;
1 Ki 10:1).

With all these excellencies, Solomon realised his
unworthiness. Let not blessings make us proud. Here comes
God’s word through Prophet Jeremiah: “Let not the wise
man glory in his wisdom; let not the mighty man glory in
his might, nor let the rich man glory in his riches; but let
him who glories glory in this, that he understands and
knows Me” (Jer 9:23,24). Whatever we have is only what
we have received from God. Apostle Paul challenged the
Corinthian Christians, “Who makes you differ from another?
And what do you have that you did not receive? Now if you

did indeed receive it, why do you boast as if you had not
received it?” (1 Cor 4:7). The first thing Paul wanted Timothy
to “command” the rich was “not to be haughty” (1 Tim 6:17).
Towards the end of his life, Solomon got lost in the
enjoyment of blessings and pleasures, and left the Blesser.
This can happen to anyone. The name “Solomon” means
“peace,” but he died without the peace of God. He had
wisdom for others, but not for himself.

Thank God for the thorns from Him which prevent us
from exalting ourselves for whatever reason (2 Cor 12:7).
Thorns keep us safe on our thrones!

6. MEPHIBOSHETH

He bowed himself, and said, “What is your servant,
that you should look upon such a dead dog as I?”

(2 Sam 9:8)

After the death of King Saul, David enquired, “Is there
not still some one of the house of Saul, to whom I may
show the kindness of God?” And Ziba, one of the servants
of Saul, answerd, “There is still a son of Jonathan who is
lame in his feet” (2 Sam 9:3). He was referring to
Mephibosheth. David arranged to bring him to his place.
When Mephibosheth had come to him, he fell on his face
and prostrated himself, and uttered the words quoted above
(vv 6,8).

To start with, David did not ask, “Is there someone in
the house of Saul to whom I can show kindness?” Rather,
“Is there NOT someone in the house of Saul?” David did not
simply say, “kindness” but “the kindness of God” (v3). He
ordered, “Mephibosheth shall eat at my table like one of
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the king’s sons” (vv10,11). This privilege was extended to
him for all the days of his life.

We see ourselves in the character of Mephibosheth. He
was “lame in both his feet” (v13). He was helpless. This is
what’s told about us: “When we were still without strength,
in due time Christ died for the ungodly” (Rom 5:6). Saul as
an enemy was after the life of David. “But God demonstrates
His love towards us in that while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us” (v8). It was David’s own initiation that
found out Mephibosheth to enjoy his kindness and favour
(2 Sam 9:1-3). Jesus told His disciples, “You did not choose
Me, but I chose you” (Jn 15:16a). Apostle John restates
this truth in 1 John 4:10,19, “In this is love, not that we
loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the
propitiation for our sins... We love Him because He first
loved us.” Paul illuminates this truth still more brilliantly.
He writes in Ephesians 2:8,9, “By grace you have been saved
through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of
God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” Beloved, it’s
Jesus who is the “Author” of our faith, not we (Heb 12:2).
It’s God who has begun a good work in us (Phil 1:6). It’s
God, who, of His own self, predestined us, called us, justified
us, and would glorify us (Rom 8:29,30). It is “His” purpose
(v28). Let’s join Jacob and say, “I am not worthy of the
least of all the mercies, which You have shown Your servant”
(Gen 32:10).

Our feet will be on level ground only as long as the above
truth stays fast and fresh in our minds. This is what would
keep us from the better-than-thou attitude. Can
Mephibosheth ever boast of his privilege of joining David at

his dining table? Someone should carry him to the table to
be seated with David. There were no motorized wheelchairs
those days, I suppose! Justification is by grace .
Sanctification is by grace. Glorification would be also by
grace. John Newton (1725-1807) was a slave trader who,
after his conversion, helped abolish slave trade. He composed
a timeless hymn in 1772 —

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me;
I once was lost, but now am found;
Was blind, but now I see!

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed.

I personally cannot think of a better title than “Amazing
Grace!” for my life story. My eyes became full when the
784-page autobiography of Dr. Billy Graham (1918-2018)
was released under the title, “Just as I am.” Let’s all sing
this —

Just as I am, without one plea,
But that Thy blood was shed for me,
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee,
Lamb of God, I come! I come!

Just as I am, Thou wilt receive,
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve,
Because Thy promise I believe,
O Lamb of God, I come! I come!
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The father did not insist on a close haircut, a clean shave,
a soap bath or a change of dress before he could embrace
his lost son! “But when he was still a great way off, his
father saw him and had compassion,  and ran and fell on
his neck and kissed him” (Lk 15:20). It was the younger
son’s humility that positioned him laudably in the father’s
house (vv19,21). The elder boy’s refusal to enter in was
lamentable (v28). He was proud of his so-called meritorious
works (v29). Unfortunately we have too many “elder sons”
in our Churches. Let’s humble ourselves. Let’s humble
ourselves to the uttermost.

We believers are warned of the possibility of forgetting
our sinful past. When David commanded his own soul not
to forget the benefits from God, the first one he mentions
in the 5-item list is “forgiveness of sins” (Psa 103:1-5).
He brings out the 4-dimensional love of God in this Psalm:
Height (v11), Breadth (v12), Depth (v13) and Length
(vv17,18). Apostle Peter warns us of “shortsightedness” and
even “blindness” when we forget how God in His mercy has
purged us from our old sins (2 Pet 1:9). One reason why
God used John Wesley (1703-1791) more than his peers
was that he was ever conscious of God’s amazing grace
which saved him. Pointing to a drunkard dragged by
policemen on the street, Wesley told his associates, “There
goes John Wesley but for the grace of God!” “Father God,
let me never forget that I am a Mephibosheth at the dining
table with the Son of David!” 7.

7. PAUL
Among the New Testament writers, Apostle Paul stands

out for his exhortations on humility and his life of humility.

He presented Christ as the embodiment of humility (Phil
2:8). For his teaching on humility, read Romans 12:3; 1
Corinthians 1:28,29; Ephesians 4:2; Colossians 3:12 and
Titus 3:2. Paul confessed his absolute unworthiness in three
important areas  —

 “The chief of sinners.” Paul called himself so before
his trainee, a junior! (1 Tim 1:15). This he said in spite of
the fact that he had excelled his contemporaries, even before
his conversion. He claimed, while writing to the Philippian
Christians, that he was “blameless” as far as the Law was
concerned (Phil 3:6b). Which means, he had no moral sins,
and his cruel acts were religion-based. His devoutedness
to Judaism was also superlative: Gal 1:14, “I advanced in
Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries in my own
nation, being more exceedingly zealous for the tradition of
my fathers.”

 “The least of saints.” Paul mentions these words in
his Epistle to the Ephesians in which he dwells much on
the subject of salvation by grace. Eph 3:8, “To me, who am
less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given,
that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable
riches of Christ.” I wonder how he could call himself “the
least of saints” when he was frequently challenging others
to follow him and imitate him (1 Cor 11:1; Phil 3:17; 4:9; 2
Tim 3:10; 1 Thess 2:10-12). This is the beauty of true
humility.

 “The least of the apostles.” Here again, while he was
celebrating the grace of God, Paul called him so: 1 Cor
15:9,10, “I am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy
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to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the Church of
God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace
toward me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly
than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was in
me.” The plus points of Paul’s apostolic career are worth
noticing. He had a consistent life from the beginning to end
(Acts 20:18,19). He testified that he “wronged no one,
corrupted no one, defrauded no one” (2 Cor 7:2). Thirteen
out of twentyone Epistles in the New Testament were
authored by him.

To summarise, Paul had humility concerning his (a)
sinfulness, (b) saintliness and (c) service. He is a humble
follower of Christ and he is worth following!

Conclusion
The Christian world speaks more about “filling” and

hardly does it make any reference to “emptying.” Of Jesus
we read that He first “emptied” Himself, and then “humbled”
Himself (Phil 2:5-8). Without emptying ourselves of whatever
we think is great in us, we cannot experience true humility.
More the emptying, more the filling. This divine law is best
illustrated in the story of the prophet’s widow for whom
Prophet Elijah performed a miracle of increase of oil. When
she said that she could not get any more empty vessel, the
oil ceased (2 Ki 4:6). God rewarded the 24 elders with crowns
and thrones in Heaven. First, they cast their crowns before
the Lord, saying, “You are worthy” (Rev 4:10,11). Next, they
stood up from their thrones, fell on their faces and
worshipped God (11:16). The honour we receive even from
God should go back to Him. This is humility that ascends
to God like a sweet-smelling aroma!

7

As the Coronavirus spreads uncontrollably, Doctors and
Health Workers are concentrating on Testing and
Treatment. Insufficiency and inefficiency of the testing tools
are a major concern. No sure-shot medicine is invented
yet. While we keep seeking the face of God to bring the
crisis to an end, let’s specifically pray for His hand on
Testing and Treatment.

Whereas COVID-19 affects the body, there’s a virus in
us, more dangerous and deadly, which sickens our soul
and spirit, and of course our body also. That is SIN that
“dwells” in us (Rom 7:17,20). The accurate testing tool for
this virus is the Bible. The medicine for treatment is the
Blood of Jesus. Due to national lockdown each of us
Christians is blessed with lot of time to undergo this
spiritual testing. But this write-up is mainly for those of
us who are Servants of God, serving Him, fulltime or
partime, as Pastors, Preachers, Missionaries, Leaders of
various Ministries, and so on. Our regular ministerial
activities by assembling our congregations are now banned.
Until then we were primarily ministering to our people,
but God has now given us ample time to review and repair
our own lives. Our story is in the confession of the
Shulamite in the Song of Solomon: “They made me the
keeper of the vineyards, but my own vineyard I have not
kept” (SS 1:6b).

Virus in us!
 A Self-testing for God’s Servants

30 April 2020
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We may not have gross social sins like adultery, murder
and theft. But in God’s sight, “partiality” and “murder” are
equally serious (Js 2:8-11). He views “lustful look” and
“adultery” alike (Mt 5:27,28). He does not categorize sins
as small, medium, large and extra-large. Sin is sin before
His all-seeing eyes (2 Chr  16:9). His standard of “holiness”
as well as the extent of His “forgiveness” are higher than
ours as the heavens are higher than the earth (Isa 55:7-9).
This gives us both reverential fear to “tremble” and holy
boldness to “rejoice” before Him (Psa 2:11). God is both a
Consuming Fire and a Compassionate Father (Heb 12:29;
2:17,18; 4:14-16).

I have given below a set of 50 Questions under 10
Sections for “Self-testing.” Each of these Questions is given
two or more Bible references. The Biblical mirror gives a
true picture because it’s perfect (Js 1:22-25). “COVID-19
&  PSALM-19.” You would need atleast two days to complete
this Testing if you desire accurate results. I suggest that
you work with the first five sections on the first day and
the next five on the following day. Fasting atleast one meal
would enliven this exercise. It would be profitable if both
the spouses go through the self-examination, first
individually and then together. Do minimise the domestic
works and the mobilephone usage during these days.

Each of the Bible references is chosen prayerfully. Resist
the temptation to skip through them because you are
familiar with those verses. The Word of the Lord is fresh
like “green pastures” everytime we feed on it. Do not think
about another Servant of God when you go through this

questionnaire. Let our prayer be, “Search ME, O God, and
know MY heart, try ME, and know MY thoughts; and see if
there is any wicked way in ME, and lead ME in the way
everlasting” (Psa 139:23,24). Allow the Word of God to do a
deep searching (Heb 4:12,13). Confess your sins and
shortcomings then and there, as the Holy Spirit convicts
you, and seek the instant cleansing by the Blood of Jesus
(1 Jn 1:8-10). Note down the names of those with whom you
have to set matters right, and don’t delay doing it. Honestly,
I am the first beneficiary of this exercise while preparing
the material and proofreading the text (2 Tim 2:6).

As we come out of our prayer closets after this searching
and cleansing exercise, we would feel as if we had a
refreshing shower in a waterfall! Jesus told His Father, “I
sanctify Myself, that those whom You gave Me also may be
sanctified” (Jn 17:19). This would be the blessing our
congregations and coworkers would experience when the
lockdown is lifted! All believers can take up this Testing.

Self-testing kit
1. Personal Purity

(a) Do I keep myself as a clean vessel to be used by God?
(Isa 52:11; 2 Tim 2:21,22)

(b) Do I live in any secret sin?
(Psa 32:3-5; 51:3,4; 1 Tim 5:24,25)

(c) Do I wholeheartedly desire holiness?
(Psa 45:7a; Isa 64:5a)

(d) Do I run away from all sources of temptation?
(Gen 39:10-12; 1 Cor 6:18; 10:13,14)

(e) Is my conscience clear?
 (Prov 20:27; Acts 23:1; 24:16; 1 Jn 3:20,21)
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2. Devotional Habits
(a) Do I keep my quiet time regularly for Bible meditation

and prayer? (Psa 55:17; 119:148; Dan 6:10b)
(b) Do I delight in God’s Word?

(Psa 1:2; 40:6-8; 119:97; 1 Pet 2:1-3)
(c) Is my prayer life getting deepened?

(Eph 6:18; Col 4:2; 1 Jn 3:22; 5:14,15)
(d) Do I value praying with my coworkers?

(Dan 2:17,18; Lk 9:28; Acts 3:1)
(e) Do I substitute work for worship?

(Mk 1:32-35; Acts 13:2; Col 3:16,17,23)

3. Social Relationships
(a) Am I an easy person to live with?

(Col 3:12,13; 1 Thess 5:14,15; Tit 3:2,3)
(b) Am I a habitual fault-finder and an unloving critic?

 (Psa 57:4; Mt 7:4;  Lk 6:41,42)
(c) Do I willingly accept corrections or justify myself

always? (Prov 15:32; 27:5,6; 30:12)
(d) Do I find it difficult to appreciate others openly?

(Ruth 2:11,12; Mt 25:21,23; 1 Thess 5:12,13)
(e) Am I dead to casteism and regionalism in order to

maintain the oneness of the Spirit?
 (Acts 6:1; 15:8,9; Eph 2:11-14,18,19)

4. Family Life
(a) Am I faithful to my spouse?

(Mal 2:15; 1 Cor 7:2,5; Eph 5:33)
(b) Do I keep a distance with the opposite sex?

(Prov 6:27-29;  Eph 5:3,4; 1 Tim 5:1,2)

(c) Do I endeavour to spend quality time with my spouse
and help her/his growth?

(1 Sam 1:8,19,20; Eph 5:28,29; 1 Pet 3:7)
(d) Am I free and friendly with my children?

(Job 1:4,5; Psa 128:3,4; Col 3:21)
(e) Do I motivate my children by word and deed to pursue

a missionary career — if I believe that serving the
King of kings is the greatest of all professions and
privileges? (Ex 13:2; 22:29; 1 Sam 1:27,28; Jn 3:16)

5. God’s Work
(a) Do I serve the Lord with the first love and maintain

the initial enthusiasm?
(Acts 20:24; Heb 6:10,11;  Rev 2:3,4)

(b) Am I becoming lazy? (Jer 48:10; Jn 9:4; Rom 12:11)

(c) Am I easily discouraged by fruitlessness in the
ministry or difficulties in the work?

(Eccl 11:1-6; 2 Cor 4:8-10; Gal 6:9)
(d) Am I patient and kind towards people?

(Col 3:12,13; 1 Tim 6:11; 2 Tim 2:24)
(e) Am I a man-pleaser? (Mt 15:12-14; 22:16; Jn 6:60,66;

Gal 1:10; 1 Thess 2:4)
6. Honesty in Dealings

(a) Am I honest in reporting or do I exaggerate?
(Mk 6:5,6; Jn 21:11; Rom 15:18,19)

(b) Am I faithful in financial matters?
(Mt 22:17-21; Rom 13:5-7; 2 Cor 8:18-21)

(c) Are my words dependable?
(Mt 5:37; Eph 4:25; Js 5:12)
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(d) Can my coworkers trust me that I will stand with
them in any situation?

(Psa 55:12-14; Prov 17:17; 2 Tim 1:16-18)

(e) Is the reputation of others safe in my hands?
(Gen 6:9; 9:20-23; Jer18:18; Js 5:19,20)

7. Spiritual Growth

(a) Do I periodically evaluate my spiritual life?
(2 Cor 13:5; Phil 3:12-14; 1 Tim 4:13-15; 2 Pet 1:5-8)

(b) Do I give my fellow-workers, juniors or seniors,
the liberty to correct, warn and develop me?

(Prov 27:17; Eccl 4:13; Eph 5:21)

(c) Do I obey the voice of God as it comes through
personal meditation, sermons and literature?

(Neh 1:4; 2:11,12; Psa 16:7,8; 32:8,9)

(d) Am I too proud to confess my weaknesses and
failures? (2 Sam 12:13; Job 42:5,6; Rom 7:15-20)

(e) Am I ready to sacrifice my personal interests in order
to edify and strengthen my coworkers?

(Jn 15:13; 2 Cor 12:15; Phil 2:17)

8. Organisational Loyalty

(a) Am I loyal to my organisation?
(2 Sam 19:24; 1 Cor 4:1,2; 2 Tim 2:4)

(b) Do I submit myself willingly to the leaders?
(Judg 5:2; 1 Ki 19:21; 2 Ki 3:11; Neh 2:17,18)

(c) Do I backbite my leaders when their decisions do not
please me? (Num 12; 16:1-3,28,31-33)

(d) Do I have a party spirit? (1 Cor 1:11-13; Jude 19)

(e) Am I grateful to God and the organisation for the
blessings or do I murmur?

(1 Cor 10:1-6,10; Phil 4:10-12; 1 Tim 6:6-8)

9. Missionary Vision
(a) Is my heart burdened with God for those who have

not yet heard the Gospel?
(Lk 4:42,43; Jn 10:15,16; Rom 9:1,2; 10:1)

(b) Am I updating informations about what God is doing
the world over? (Acts 9:31; 11:19,20; 13:13,14;

14:24-27;  Rom 10:18;  1 Thess 1:8)
(c) Do I pray for the persecuted Church and those

ill-treated unjustly?
(Acts 4:23-31; 2 Thess 3:1,2; Heb 13:3)

(d) Is my concern for the poor practical?
(Job 29:12-17; Acts 11:28-30; Js 2:15-17)

(e) Do I appreciate the good work done by other
Churches/organisations and cooperate with them
wherever possible? (Lk 5:6,7; Jn 4:37,38; Gal 2:7-9)

10. Future Hope
(a) Do I trust God for my future or worry unduly?

(Mt 6: 31-34; 19:27-29; Jn 12:26c)
(b) Do I compare myself with the affluent and turn

material-minded?  (Phil 3:17,19; 2 Pet 2:1-3; Jude 11)
(c) Do I hesitate to take up the cross of misunderstanding

and loneliness?
(Job 19:13-19; Psa 88:8;18; Mt 26:56; 2 Tim 4:16,17)
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(d) Do I turn a deaf ear to the voices that call me to come
down from my ministerial vision?

(Neh 6:l-3; Lk 9:51-53; Acts 20:22-24)
(e) Am I aware of the welcome and the reward that

await me in Heaven if I serve the Lord of the Church
faithfully till the end?

    (Mt 25:21,23,34; 2 Tim 4:8; 1 Pet 5:2-4)

After Testing & Treatment ...

 The above questionnaire is applicable to any Servant of
God, whether he is a Pastor, a Preacher, a Missionary or a
Leader of a Christian Organisation. It is not enough if we
are treated and we become well. We need to maintain good
health and strength in all the years to come, so our
ministries please God and bless the people in the Bible
way. Pastors are crucial in this scene, because ultimately
we are members of the church, the Body of Christ, for which
Pastors are the key leaders. Here below are some of the
vital decisions any Pastor should make to bring his
congregational members to maturity and fruitfulness (Eph
4:11-13). These decisions are under 10 sections —

Health-kit for Pastors
(1)

I will lead my sheep by example and not by authority.
I will endeavour to live above reproach.

I will keep a distance with the opposite sex.
I will not be upset by criticisms but handle them

objectively and examine myself honestly
whether I am to correct myself.

I will voluntarily commit myself to a few godly leaders
for accountability.

(Jn 10:4;  1 Pet 5:3;  1 Cor 11:1;  1 Tim 3:1,2; 5:2;
Tit 2:3,4;  2 Sam 12:7-9)

(2)
I will set aside a definite time each day
to pray for the members of my Church.

Just as the names of the twelve tribes of Israel
were engraved on the breastplate of the High Priest,

I will carry the burden of my sheep on my heart
to see them grow in the purposes of God.

I will not stay indifferent even if one member backslides.
I will consider visiting those who are sick and suffering

as my top priority.
(1 Thess 1:2-4;  Ex 28:29;  Phil 1:3-6;  2 Cor 11:28,29;

Lk 15:4;  Js 5:14)

(3)
I will spend not less than two hours each day

for the study of the Scriptures.
I will freely consult Study Bibles, Commentaries

and other study aids.
I will not believe the devil’s lie that I am great

if I preach without notes.
Instead of dwelling on pet topics,

I will teach my congregation the whole counsel of God
and serve a balanced diet.

I will not allow business matters to steal my study time.
(Mal 2:7;  Lk 9:10,11;  Mt 10:27;  Acts 20:20,27;  6:2-4)
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(4)
I will strive to make every member of my congregation

a minister.
I will help each one to identify his/her gift(s)

and operate them.
I will not play solo but delegate responsibilities.
I will trust people and tolerate their mistakes.

I will introduce Bible study aids to the believers.
I will be a servant-leader.

I will be open to corrections and welcome new ideas
and changes for the better.

I will be a friend of the youth.
(Eph 4:11-13; Rom 12:4-8; Mk 3:14; Jn 13:13-15;

1 Cor 3:21-23; Acts 6:14; 1 Jn 2:14b)

(5)
I will show no partiality but treat the rich and the poor,

the educated and the illiterate, the affluent
and the downtrodden alike.

I will not be influenced by the size of anyone’s offering.
I will give special attention to destitutes

and the marginalised.
I will die to casteism and play no politics in my dealings.

(Js 2:1-5; Lk 21:1-4; Js 1:27; Col 3:11-14)

(6)
I will be honest in financial matters.

I will account for all monies received whether as tithes
or offerings or contributions or whatever,

and submit audited accounts to the government.
I will not buy with the Church money any moveable

or immoveable property
in my personal name or that of my family members.

I will simply receive a maintenance allowance
and leave all financial matters with a trusted committee.

(2 Cor 8:20,21; Rom 13:6,7; Mt 22:21)

(7)
I will share leadership of the Church
with a couple of Associate Pastors,

remembering that the single-pastor system is unscriptural.
(“Pastors” and “Elders” are interchangeable words.)

I will have atleast one Associate Pastor
even if the congregation is small.

I will not allow my ego to clash with collective decisions.
I will not consider any fellow leader as a threat

if he becomes more popular than I.
I will not lust to bring my son as the next leader.

(Tit 1:5;  Acts 20:17,28;  1 Pet 5:1;
Acts 15:22,27;  1 Sam 18:7-9)

(8)
I will cordially relate to the Pastors of other Churches

and leaders of para-church organisations.
I will gladly join hands with them for common programmes.

I will let my people go to other meetings
so they will find pasture “in and out.”

I will rejoice over the victories of others
and openly acknowledge them.

I will warn my congregation against false doctrines.
(Eph 4:11-16;  1 Cor 3:5-9;  Jn 10:9;  Lk 9:49,50;

Phil 3:2;  1 Jn 4:1)
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(9)
I will make my Church missionary-minded.
I will arrange to lead teams of our believers

to visit pioneer mission fields.
I will periodically invite missionaries and mission leaders

to challenge the congregation.
Supporting missionaries will be the first item

in our Church budget.
I will encourage young people to go as missionaries

to difficult places.
I will not hesitate to release efficient workers

for missionary work.
(Rom 10:13,14; 15:20; Mt 10:35-38; Eph 6:19,20;

Acts 13:1-3)

(10)
I will spend sufficient quality time with my family.

I will take my wife with me for house visits.
I will have an outing with my wife and children

atleast once a week,
and won’t talk about Church or ministry

during those hours.
I will keep Monday or any one of the weekdays

for rest and relaxation
and let the congregation know it!

(Gen 18:17-19; 1 Cor 9:5; 1 Tim 3:4,5; Mk 6:31,32)

8

The spread of Coronavirus has brought the nations to
their wits’ end. Hopelessness and despair fill the air. The
virus has turned the world upside down. God has suddenly
become popular! Folks are resorting to prayer whether or
not they are religious. Worship places are closed, otherwise
there would be overflowing crowds in times like these.

One of the Bible texts that stands out in Christian circles
following calls for prayer is what God said in Ezekiel 22:30,
“So I sought for a man among them who would make a
wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the land
that I should not destroy it; but I found none!” So many
fasting prayers and chain prayers go up to the God of Heaven
taking this word of His lamentation as the call. I thank
God for my unusually-gifted friend, Brother Mohan C.
Lazarus, who conducts Online Prayer Sessions, involving
Tamil Christians from all over the world. His major
programmes go by the name, “Standing in the Gap Prayer.”
We need many more intercessors like him and after him,
for other languages as well, especially for Hindi, our National
language. If so many Conventions, Retreats and Prayer
Programmes, as in Tamilnadu and other Southern States,
had been conducted in North India, the Northerners would
have “repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.” As per

“Standing in the Gap”

31 March 2020
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God’s law of “Much-Received-Much-Required,” the
judgment for Tamil Christians and other Southern
Christians will be severer than that for the North Indians
(Mt 11:21-24).

Let’s look at the context of the text in Ezekiel 22:30 to
find out why God made a statement like this. His complaint
is first against the Prophets, and then follow the Priests,
Princes and the People (vv25-29).  God’s complaint against
the Prophets is, “They have seduced My people, saying,
‘Peace!’ when there is no peace — and one builds a boundary
wall, and they plaster it with untempered mortar” (Ezek
13:4,5,10). He calls them “foxes.” We have too many such
famous foxes in our midst. They are known for the “God-
told-me” heresy (Ezek 22:28). Widows and the desperate
folks are an easy prey to them (v25c; Mt 23:14).  God’s
charge against the Priests is, “They have violated My Law
and profaned My holy things” (Ezek 22:26). They have
replaced the Commandments of God with their traditions
(Mt 15:6-9). Ritualism and ceremonialism are their
substitutes for spirituality. Their eyes are on the “gold” in
the temple and “gift” on the altar (Mt 23:16-19). Even while
telecasting a Sunday Worship Service online, the screen
would flash their Bank account numbers!  Next come the
Princes. These are the national leaders who are corrupt,
and God calls them “wolves” which strangle the throats of
sheep (Ezek 22:27).  Finally God speaks against the People.
The main thing He has against them is that they “mistreat
the poor and needy,” and “oppress the stranger” (v29).

After pointing out the failures and the misdeeds of the
prophets, priests, princes and the people, God says,

“THEREFORE I sought for a man among them to stand in
the gap” (Ezek 22:30). The one sin that uniformly stands
out among these four categories is lack of charity. If we
don’t set this matter right, our prayers, however long, are
unacceptable before God. Here is Prophet Isaiah with God’s
forthright message: Isaiah 1:15-17,  “When you spread out
your hands, I will hide My eyes from you; even though you
make many prayers, I will not hear. Your hands are full of
blood. Wash yourselves clean; put away the evil of your
doings from before My eyes. Cease to do evil.” Then God
goes on to say, “Learn to do good.” He explains what He
means by doing good: “Seek justice, reprove the oppressor,
defend the fatherless, plead for the widow.” Everything has
to do with the downtrodden, the marginalized, the
underprivileged and the poorer sections of the society. Our
failure in the matter of charity is what God calls as “sins
like scarlet and red like crimson” (v18). Dear friend, have
you ever heard this passage thus interpreted in its context?
We are guilty of twisting the Scripture to suit our
convenience. Many such things we do (Mk 7:13).

Praise God for the renewed interest in fasting prayers,
especially during this crisis due to the pandemic of
Coronavirus. Foregoing a meal or two, for one or more days,
is only one side of Biblical fasting. God Himself defines His
“chosen fast,” prescribing 7 things we must do: Isaiah
58:5-7, (1) “Loose the   bonds of wickedness,” (2) “Undo the
heavy burdens,” (3) “Let the oppressed go free,” (4) “Break
every yoke,” (5) “Share your bread with the hungry,” (6)
“Bring to your house the poor who are wandering,” and (7)
“Cover the naked.” It is when we do these 7 things, we are
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not “hiding ourselves from our fellowmen.” Dear Brothers
and Sisters, in which Fasting Prayer Programme did you
hear the Preacher challenge the audience to do these things?
Jesus spoke first about “charity” before He taught on
“prayer” and “fasting” (Mt 6:1,5,16). Who has authorised
us to change the order of priority set by our Lord and
Master? When the Lord “saw that there was no man, and
wondered that there was no intercessor,” it was mainly to
execute “justice” for the weaker sections for whom justice
is generally denied (Isa 59:14-16).

According to Jesus, there has been no prophet greater
than John the Baptist (Mt 11:11). A true prophet will not
be interested in trimming the trees to beautify the garden.
He doesn’t bring scissors but an axe. He will be bothered
about the root problem (Lk 3:9). He is a radical who cannot
be fooled by empty religiosity (v8b). John demanded “fruits”
or “evidence” of repentance from his audience (v8a). When
people asked him to be more specific, he laid the axe at the
root: “He who has two dresses, let him give one to him who
has none; he who has food, let him do likewise” (v11). Have
you heard any preacher prescribe this before water baptism?
This is the deficiency in our sermons. We deal with the
branches unmindful of the root. Only if the root is made
holy, the branches will be holy (Rom 11:16). The love of
money is the “root of ALL kinds of evil” (1 Tim 6:10). Instead
of running away from it, we run after it (v11). If John the
Baptist’s prescription of 50% is too much for us, why don’t
we set aside at least another 10% for the poor, after tithing
to God’s work? Like Prophet John, we must stand in the
gap with the power of the Holy Spirit lest God strikes the
earth with a curse (Mal 4:5,6; Mt 11:14).

We have too many Pastors and Preachers, at least in
South India. But where are the Prophets?  Pastors and
Preachers are General Practitioners, but Prophets are
Surgeons. What the Church needs is not change of
medication. We need a radical surgery. Paracetmol does
not cure cancer. We are sensually satisfied with synthetic
revivals and cosmetic surgeries. The first person to be called
a “Prophet,” and that too by God Himself, was Abraham
(Gen 20:7 ). God introduced him so to King Abimelech in
order to save a “nation” (v4). We invariably quote Abraham
while talking about intercessory prayer. He “stood before
the Lord” on behalf of Sodom (18:22). The sin of Sodom
was “very grievous” (v20). What was it? God Himself gives
us the answer: Ezek 16:49, “Look, this was the iniquity of
your sister Sodom: She and her daughter had pride, fullness
of food, and abundance of idleness; neither did she
strengthen the hand of the poor and needy!” Can words be
clearer? Luxurious living and neglect of the poor was “the”
sin of Sodom. It was Prophet Abraham who explained to
the rich man why he landed in hell (Lk 16:25). The rich
man was not charged with murder, theft or adultery. His
failure was in charity. He should have built an outer house
for the homeless Lazarus, sent him daily bread through
one of his servants, and arranged with a Dermatologist to
treat his sores. He should have at least chained his dogs
which competed with Lazarus for the breadcrumbs! Beloved,
listen, God views our sins of omission more seriously than
our sins of commission. When Zacchaeus volunteered to
give away 50% of all his belongings to the poor, Jesus called
him the son of our Prophet “Abraham” (Lk 19:8,9).
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Another outstanding Prophet of the Old Testament was
Daniel. His intercessory prayer in Daniel 9 is unparalleled.
After interpreting the dream for King Nebuchadnezzar,
Daniel told him in conclusion, “Therefore, O King, let my
counsel be acceptable to you; break off your sins by being
righteous, and your iniquities by showing mercy to the poor.
Perhaps there may be a lengthening of your prosperity”
(Dan 4:27). We need Prophets to forthrightly speak thus to
our national leaders. According to a report in Indian Express
of 22 Jan 2019, 51.33% of India’s wealth is held by just 1%
of the Country’s population. And on 18 Aug 2019 this
Newspaper reported: “The have-not gap is expanding across
social sectors. In 2018,  Indian billionaires got richer by
Rs. 2,200 crores a day, with the top 1% of the country’s
richest getting richer by 39% as against just 3% increase
in wealth for the bottom-half of the population. India has
the highest number of Below-Poverty-Line (BPL) families.
One in three Indian children are stunted. Over one lakh
rural households are dependent on manual scavanging for
income.” Dear friends, Do we expect the God of the Poor
remain silent without ventilating His anger? “Dear Lord,
raise in our midst holy Prophets like Daniel. Forgive us for
fattening our Hollywood-style Preachers. Give us weeping
Prophets like Jeremiah to warn us against the deadly
disease of covetousness. Remove from our pulpits the
laughing boys who entertain and entice our foolish
congregations!” (Jer 6:13,14).

Moses was a Prophet par excellence (Dt 34:10-12).
Referring to Jesus, he prophesied, “The Lord your God will
raise up for you a Prophet like me from your midst, from

your brothers. Him you shall hear” (Dt 18:15,18). Peter
and  Stephen quoted it in defence of the Gospel (Acts 3:22;
7:37). The people who saw Jesus testified, “A great Prophet
has risen up among us, and God has visited His people”
(Lk 7:16). The inaugural Scripture reading by Jesus for
His ministry was Luke 4:18,19, “The Spirit of the Lord is
upon Me, because He has anointed Me to preach the Gospel
to the poor.” He pointed this to the disciples of John as the
attesting sign of His Messianic ministry: “The poor have
the Gospel preached to them” (Lk 7:22). In His Sermon on
the Mount, He sternly warned against hoarding of money
(Mt 6:19-21). Jesus came as the “Wonderful Counselor” in
response to God the Father’s plea, “I looked, and there was
no man; I looked among them, but there was no counselor,
who, when I asked them could answer a word” (Isa 41:28).
A rich young man was seeking counsel to inherit eternal
life and become perfect. Instead of beating around the bush,
Jesus pointedly counselled him, “Go, sell what you have
and give it to the poor, and you will have treasure in Heaven”
(Mt 19:16-22). Oh, for such prophetic counsellors! Today’s
so-called Prophets are afraid of the rich and they offer them
front seats (Js 2:1-4). But God addressed a millionaire,
“You fool!” (Lk 12:16-21). Paul was a Prophet (Acts 13:1-3).
He warned that the love of money is a “foolish lust,” and
he commanded the rich to be rich in CHARITY (1 Tim
6:9,17,18).

 The early Church was a “prophetic” community. They
understood Joel’s Pentecostal prophecy rightly: “It shall
come to pass in the last days, says God, that I will pour out
of My Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters
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shall prophecy ... And on My menservants and on My
maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days; and
they shall prophesy” (Acts 2:16-18). The first manifestation
of the spirit of prophecy on them was sharing of their
material blessings with the havenots (vv44,45; 4:32-35).
Unfortunately we are stuck with Acts 2:4 without moving
on to 2:44! Earlier I pointed out how over 50% of the
Country’s wealth is held by just 1% of its population. The
picture is not much different in the Church. A spiritual
awakening to address this sinful imbalance is the urgent
need of the hour (2 Cor 8:12-15). God is dead against the
rich becoming richer and the poor becoming poorer (Isa
5:8; Js 5:1-3). The healing of the Nation depends on the
repentance of the Church (2 Chr 7:14). Anything must start
with the Church. As the Church goes, so goes the world!
We need Prophets like Amos who would chide the luxury-
loving Zionists for “not grieving for the affliction of (their
brother) Joseph” (Am 6:1,3-6). We need Prophets like Micah,
“full of power by the Spirit,” to rebuke those Church leaders
who can be influenced by money (Mic 3:8-11). Judgment
must begin at the House of God (1 Pet 4:17).  James was
the Lord’s brother (Mt 13:55). His definition of “pure and
undefiled religion” cannot be improved upon. It is this: “To
visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep
oneself unspotted from the world” (Js 1:27). Do you notice
that charity comes first? Whenever there’s a national or
global calamity, the Church must be the first to swing into
action. When there came a worldwide famine during the
reign of Claudius Caesar, according to the prediction of
Prophet Agabus, each believer contributed to the relief fund

liberally and cheerfully (Acts 11:27-30). I request all Pastors
and Church Leaders to channelise the offerings of March
and April this year towards the relief and rehabilitation of
the poor who suffer(ed) from COVID-19. The individual
Christians can themselves distribute the money to the
deserving in their vicinity.

 We read in John 3:16 that “God so loved the world ...”
He still loves the world. But He is angry. The wrath of God
is an integral subject in the Bible. Get hold of a Bible
Concordance and see the innumerable references to it.
Undoubtedly God has struck the world in His anger through
Coronavirus as He has done in the past through “crawling
locusts, consuming locusts and chewing locusts” (Joel 2:25).
But He is rich in mercy and forgiveness. His servants as
well as His people must fall flat before Him for His gracious
intervention and withdrawal of this plague. A fresh
commitment to charity  will speed up our healing (Psa
41:1-3; Isa 58:8; Acts 9:36-43). The national lockdown gives
an opportunity for repairing the prayer altars of individuals.
Prophet Elijah rebuilt the altar with twelve stones
representing each tribe (1 Ki 18:30,31). Each family in the
Church must decide “not to falter between two opinions”
any longer, but walk before God in total obedience and
undivided allegiance (v21). “God’s anger is but for a moment,
His favour is for life; weeping may endure for a night, but
joy comes in the morning” (Psa 30:5).

 As we give ourselves to prayer in this hour of crisis, we
must not forget the two Divine Intercessors committed to
plead for us before God the Father, 24 hours a day, everyday.
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One is Christ Jesus the First Comforter who ever lives to
make intercession for us in Heaven from the right hand of
God (Rom 8:34). The other is the Holy Spirit the Second
Comforter who makes intercession for us to the Father from
our hearts (v26). It’s because of these two Intercessors,
God blesses us “above all that we ask or think” (Eph 3:20).
There’s another vital truth that we must keep in mind: “The
whole creation groans and labours with birth pangs together
until now... We also groan within ourselves eagerly waiting
for the adoption of our body” which will take place at the
Return of Christ (Rom 8:22,23). Come, Lord Jesus, come
soon!

9

As I sit down to write this article on 3 May 2020, the
number of people infected by COVID-19 worldwide is about
35,00,000, and nearly 2,50,000 have died. Roughly one
third of the infected cases is in an advanced nation like the
USA. Fear due to this pandemic has gripped the hearts of
us all, at least to some extent, about ourselves and our
dear ones. Tomorrow is bleak. In this context, I share here
some of the relevant Biblical thoughts we must bear in
mind so we may properly handle this situation, and perhaps
a similar  or worse situation in future. Most of what I write
here is what I have understood through personal experience
and observation.

(1) The first and the foremost assurance we must have
is that our times are in God’s hand (Psa 31:15a). With this
assurance, David confesses, “I trust in You, O Lord; I say,
‘You are my God’ ” (v14). Thank God for the eminent doctors
He has blessed us with; but our times are not in their hands.
You will not die one minute before or after God’s appointed
time. Let’s be confident that He would complete the good
work He has begun in us until the day of our death or the
Day of Christ whichever comes first (Phil 1:6). Without His
permission, not a single hair will fall from our head (Lk
12:7; 21:18). We are alive because of the breath of life “He”

If we get sick ...

3 May 2020
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breathed in our nostrils (Gen 2:7). It is “He” who holds our
breath in His hand (Job 12:10; Dan 5:23d; Acts 17:25).
“He” alone has the power to stop your breath, whether or
not you are on a ventilator!

(2) Though we have not witnessed a pandemic of this
magnitude and severity, each of us has gone through so
many crises in our own life. The God of yesterday is the
God of today. The God of today will be the God of tomorrow.
In the context of a threat for life, Apostle Paul declared,
“God who delivered us from so great a death does deliver
us; in whom we trust that He will still deliver us” (2 Cor
1:9,10). Like the people of Israel we tend to soon forget
God’s miracles of the past (Psa 78:11). Instead of asserting,
“God can!”, they asked, “Can God?” (vv19,20). Even in the
very company of Jesus, His disciples quickly forgot His
works of the past. He had to remind them of the “twelve
baskets” and the “seven baskets” (Mk 8:19,20).

I am guilty of this kind of forgetfulness leading to unbelief
over God’s healing power on my body. Physically I’m a
weakling. My drill-master in school called me a drumstick
(vegetable)! I have suffered from Typhoid, Malaria, Jaundice,
Piles, Vertigo, Renal Colic, Hyperacidity, Sinusitis and so
on. I had an open-heart surgery in 1996, my 50th year,
and a spinal surgery in 2007. I’m preaching against medical
advice as my vocal cords are weak. My pain threshold is
extremely low, and physical stamina poor. God anoints me
on the pulpit just for that hour and uses me. Folks mistake
me for a strong person. I often repeat to myself, “Bless the
Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits: who forgives

all your iniquities, who heals all your diseases, who redeems
your life from destruction, who crowns you with loving-
kindness and tender mercies, who satisfies your mouth
with good things, so that your youth is renewed like the
eagle’s” (Psa 103:1-5). Each of us must frequently remind
ourselves of this.

(3)  Let us boost up our faith by looking at the healing
promises of God afresh. Ex 15:26c, “I am the Lord who
heals you!” This was in contrast to the plagues God brought
on the Egyptians. Psa 139:13,14 speak of God’s intrinsic
design of our body and how He cares for it: “O Lord, You
have formed my inward parts; You have covered me in my
mother’s womb. I will praise You, for I am fearfully and
wonderfully made; marvellous are Your works, and that
my soul knows very well.” The prophecy concerning the
healing ministry of the Suffering  Saviour was fulfilled in
the earthly ministry of Christ: Isa 53:4,5; Mt 8:16,17, “He
Himself took our infirmities and bore our sicknesses.”
Healing to the people of God in answer to prayer was
promised in Jeremiah 33:3,6, “Call to Me, and I will answer
you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do
not know ... Behold, I will bring it health and healing; I will
heal them and reveal to them the abundance of peace and
truth.” Here’s the apostolic teaching: “The prayer of faith
will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up” (Js 5:15).
As we pass through impossible situations, let’s remember
the challenge God throws on us: “Behold, I am the Lord,
the God of all flesh. Is there anything too hard for Me?” (Jer
32:27; Gen 18:14a; Lk 1:37).
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(4) The above promises however do not guarantee
sickness-free life on earth. Let me explain this. Christ bore
our sins on the cross (Isa 53:4,5; Jn 1:29; 1 Pet 2:24). But
even after believing on Him and becoming God’s children,
we cannot say we have no sin (1 Jn 1:8; Rom 7:17). In the
same way, no doubt Christ bore our sicknesses on the cross
(Isa 53:4;  Mt 8:17). But we cannot say that we are absolutely
free from any health setback. Now we are enjoying only the
“firstfruits” of salvation and healing (Rom 8:23a). Only in
the Second Advent of Christ, we will enter a life that’s sin-
free, sickness-free, sorrow-free and death-free (Heb 9:28;
Rev 21:4). This is after the full redemption of our body
which we await (Rom 8:23). Then our corruptible body will
put on incorruption, and the mortal body will put on
immortality (1 Cor 15:50-54). Only after that,  death will be
swallowed up in victory; and we can challenge, “O Death,
where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory?”
(vv54b,55). We are now saved only from the “Curse of the
Law” and not yet from the “Curse of the Fall” (Gal 3:13,14;
Gen 3:16,17; Rom 8:22,23). Dear Brothers and Sisters, if
you don’t understand this truth properly, you will become
susceptible to all kinds of false teaching.

(5) False doctrines are mostly due to loss of balance in
interpreting the Bible. Excessive emphasis of any one truth
at the cost of the other leads to eccentricity. Eccentricity
leads to extremism. The God of the Bible is known for
balance. He is not only Jehovah-Rapha, the One who heals,
but also Jehovah-Makkeh, the One who strikes (Ex 15:26;
Ezek 7:9). He kills and He resurrects; He wounds and He
heals (Dt 32:39; Job 5:18; Hos 6:1). He makes “everything

beautiful in its time,” by dividing it as a time to be born
and a time to die, a time to laugh and a time to weep, a
time to gain and a time to lose, and so on (Eccl 3:1-11). He
appoints the “day of prosperity” as well as the “day of
adversity” for our lives so we cannot be cocksure about
tomorrow (7:14). Prophet Jeremiah asks, “Is it not from the
mouth of the Most High that woe and wellbeing proceed?”
(Lam 3:38). Let’s go to two outstanding Bible characters:
One is Moses the humblest man on earth, and the other is
Job from whom we are to learn patience (Num 12:3; Js
5:11). See how both of them balanced prosperity and
adversity: Moses prayed, “Lord, make us glad according to
the days in which You have afflicted us, and the years in
which we have seen evil” (Psa 90:15). Job challenged his
wife, “Shall we indeed accept good from God, and shall we
not accept adversity?” (Job 2:10). Today there is both day
and night; only in the New Heaven and New Earth, there
will be no night (Gen 8:22; Rev 21:25; 22:5). Do not forget
that the first day of creation started with night (Gen 1:5)!
The prosperity doctrine thrives on the soil of our ignorance
of this Biblical truth of balance. I am aware that I may be
accused of injecting negativism into the minds of God’s
people. I think that the words “positive” and “negative” are
electrical terms, not spiritual or Scriptural!

(6) The first thing we are admonished to do if we get sick
is to “pray” (Js 5:13-16). First the sufferer must pray; then
the Church elders must pray for him; and finally the sufferer
and fellow-believers should pray for one another. This triple
prayer exercise is like a “threefold cord!” (Eccl 4:12). Prayer
by self, prayer by shepherds, and prayer by saints! When
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God calls us to pray, it only means that He desires to answer
our prayers. David addresses God as the “One who hears
prayer” (Psa 65:2). God is moved by our tears. When King
Hezekiah cried unto Him in his sickbed, He sent him the
message, “I have heard your prayer, I have seen your tears”
(Isa 38:1-5). God respects our prayers and records them in
His book; He collects our tears in His bottle (Psa 56:8). In
the Book of Psalms, only 26 are Psalms of Worship, but 51
are Psalms of Lamentation! What a comforting observation!
Do not be discouraged if the answer is not instant. Keep
seeking God’s face as Apostle Paul did. God would either
remove the thorn from your body or release sufficient grace
and extra strength to take care of your weaknesses (2 Cor
12:7-10). Any unsolved problem will help character
development (Rom 5:3,4; Js 1:2-4). Even though you may
be feeding on the “bread of adversity” and the “water of
affliction,” God would be teaching you His truths as never
before (Isa 30:20; Psa 119:71).

(7) We often sing that Jesus the Healer is the same
yesterday, today and forever. The two outstanding titles by
which He is known in the Gospels are “Son of God” and
“Son of Man.” As the Son of God, He manifests to us the
power of God. As the Son of Man, He presents our pains
before God. I request my theologian friends to be patient
with my interpretation here, please! According to my count,
the title, “Son of God,” occurs 44 times in the New
Testament, and the title “Son of Man,” 88 times! Glory! I
feel like jumping to the roof! No wonder He is called the
First Comforter! In all our afflictions He is also afflicted
(Isa 63:9). The author of Hebrews has put it rightly: “We do

not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our
weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet
without sin. Let us therefore come boldly to the Throne of
Grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in
time of need” (Heb 4:15,16). Jesus never fell sick, but He
did experience physical pain when He sweated blood in
Gethsemane and shed blood in Golgotha!

What a Friend we have in Jesus,
All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry,
Everything to God in prayer!

Can we find a Friend so faithful,
Who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness;
Take it to the Lord in prayer!

(8) You can spend the days or weeks in your sickbed
profitably. Self-examine yourself to find out if there’s any
unconfessed sin (Lam 3:28,40). Set matters  right with God.
There’s a striking promise in this passage: vv32,33, “Though
the Lord causes grief, yet He will show compassion according
to the multitude of His mercies. For He does not afflict
willingly, nor grieve the children of men!” When sin is
covered up, it affects our “bones” and “vitality” (Psa 32:3,4).
Spiritual health and physical wellbeing are interrelated (Psa
38:3b; Prov 14:30; Jn 5:14; 3 Jn 2). Think of those against
whom you harbour bitterness. Forgive everyone freely and
fully. Decide that you would reconcile with the wronged
when you get well (1 Pet 3:8-11; Js 5:16). You can perhaps
make calls now. Pray for even those who had not been
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helpful enough in your crises (Job 42:10). Make decisions
to reprioritise your life for seeking first God’s Kingdom (Mt
6:25,33). Plan to set aside a substantial amount, may be
another tithe, to bless the poor. Here’s David’s observation:
“Blessed is he who considers the poor ... the Lord will
strengthen him on his bed of illness; He will restore him on
his sickbed” (Psa 41:1-3).  Read also Isaiah 58:6-9.

(9) Praying for those in the medical profession should
be a regular item in our list. They are the Good Samaritans
who pour oil and wine on the wounds (Lk 10:33,34). I revere
the confession of the French Surgeon, Dr. Ambrose Pare
(1510-1590): “I bandage, God heals!” Whenever and
wherever possible, we must thank those who treated us.
Apostle Paul was respectful of Dr. Luke who obviously
attended to the medical needs of the missionary team. Paul
calls him as Luke the “beloved” physician (Col 4:14a). It’s
now 24 years (1996) since I had my 6-hour heart surgery
in CMC, Vellore. Every year on the surgery day, 23 April, I
have remembered to thank my Cardiologist, Dr. Jacob Jose,
and my Surgeon, Dr. Roy Korulla, and my blood donors.
How much the Health and Sanitary Workers risk their lives
in treating the COVID-19 patients! Decide to form a small
team for visitation ministries to Hospitals, Leprosariums,
Homes for the Differently Abled, Old Age Homes and the
like. Identify with the suffering in whatever way possible
(Psa 35:13,14). You will earn the smile of the Saviour! Over
2/3 of the Mission Hospitals in the Northern States have
already been closed due to understaffing and lack of funds.
The situation has become worse now. Will we the Churches,
Fellowships and Christian families in the South take up

this challenge and send our young doctors and paramedicals
to needy areas as Medical Missionaries? Medical
Missionaries report that even simple treatment heals
acute cases. Yes, God’s miracle-working power will have
a greater manifestation on those who live where there’s
little medical facility.

(10)  Health is more important than healing. The secular
world publishes lots of health tips. Follow whichever appeals
to you. Be regular with physical exercises. Yoga is
questionable for a Christian. Regulation of food habits is
extremely important. Do not overeat! (Lk 21:34). Eat
balanced food. Avoid fatty foods (Prov 23:1-3). Fat and sweet
were only for celebrations (Neh 8:10). For us the New
Testament Christians, there’s no meat that’s unclean (Rom
14:14). But whatever was forbidden under the Law of the
Old Covenant has medical reasons (Dan 1:8). Be moderate
in everything, even if it’s honey (Prov 25:16). Too much of
eating out is undoubtedly injurious to health. Lessen your
consumption of synthetic and junk food. Away with
addictions (1 Cor 6:12,13). Do not overwork! (Prov 23:4).
God did not rest on the seventh day because He became
tired, no! (Isa 40:28). He has taught us the principle of
periodic rest. He prescribed rest even for the land (Lev
26:34,35). Do not oversleep! (Prov 6:9,10). Follow the golden
rule: “Early to bed, Early to rise!” Do not overindulge in
pleasures! (1 Cor 7:29-31). Have periodic medical check-
up. Stick to medical advice. Prevention is better than cure.
Cleanliness is next to godliness (Eccl 9:8). Stay smart even
while fasting (Mt 6:17). Be brisk (Prov 6:6; Job 12:7,8).



 This article will be incomplete without a reference to
our glorious future. I will call the Apostles themselves to
speak to us directly. Here’s Paul: 2 Cor 4:16-18, “We do
not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing,
yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. For, our
light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for
us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while
we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the
things which are not seen. For the things which are seen
are temporary, but the things which are not seen are
eternal.” Next comes Peter: 1 Pet 1:6,7, “In this you greatly
rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have
been distressed by various trials, that the genuineness of
your faith, being much more precious than gold that
perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise,
honour, and glory at the Revelation of Jesus Christ.” John,
who wiped the tears of Jesus’ mummy, comes next with
his revelation of the Glory Land: Rev 7:17b; 21:4a, “God
will wipe away EVERY tear from our eyes!”

10

The cancellation of the Sunday Services and the other
congregational gatherings of the Christian Churches all over
India, following the Prime Minister’s address to the Nation
on 19 March 2020 regarding the Coronavirus, specifically
to observe Sunday the 22nd March 2020 as the People’s
Curfew Day from 7 am to 9 pm, has upset many Christians.
With my understanding of the Bible history and the Church
history, I welcome the PM’s proposals. I remember Cyrus
the Great, the Persian King of the sixth century, whom
God used to help the Jews “rebuild” the Temple in Jerusalem
(Isa 44:28). God even called him His “anointed” (45:1). I
believe that the decree from our PM will pave way to “restore”
the formation and the functioning of “House Churches” after
the pattern of the Early Church.

There were House Churches in Jerusalem where there
was not only worship and breadbreaking but also teaching
and preaching (Acts 2:46; 5:42). In order to play havoc in
the Church in Jerusalem, Saul had to enter the “houses”
(8:3). The Church was praying in the “house” of Mary for
the release of Peter from prison (12:5,12). There was a live
Church in the “house” of the couple, Priscilla and Aquila
(Rom 16:3-5; 1 Cor 16:19).  This was one of the several
House Churches in Rome. There was a Church in the

House Churches
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“house” of Philemon (Phile 1,2). A Church gathered in the
“house” of Nympha (Col 4:15). All the House Churches in
any one city had spiritual link with one another under the
leadership of “elders” (Acts 20:17; Tit 1:5).  We read about
the Church in Corinth, Church in Ephesus, Church in
Philadelphia and so on.

The restoration of House Churches will have the following
benefits —

(1) The believers, instead of being a mere audience, will be
able to minister “to one another” through Psalms, Hymns
and Spiritual Songs (Eph 5:19; Col 3:16). This they would
do with their hearts filled with the Holy Spirit and the Holy
Scriptures (Eph 5:18; Col 3:16). This horizontal dimension
is practically absent in our Church services. Is not
considering “one another” and exhorting “one another” to
do good works the primary purpose of Church gathering?
(Heb 10:24,25; Mal 3:16). This should be more than a formal
greeting and a handshake.

(2) Each believer is gifted by the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 12:7-11;
Rom 12:4-8; 1 Pet 4:10,11). There’s no non-gifted member
in the Body of Christ. Individuals cannot operate the gifts
freely and fully in large gatherings. House Churches will be
an ideal platform for each believer to exercise his/her gift
and attain operational maturity (1 Cor 14:26; 13:11).
Because there’s no law of Sabbath for New Testament
believers, the gathering as a House Church can be on any
day of the week and as often as possible (Rom 14:5,6; Col
2:16,17; Acts 2:46,47).

(3) Several new leaders would emerge in the House Church
settings. The Priesthood of all Believers is a fundamental
doctrine of the New Testament (1 Pet 2:4-5, 9-10; Rev 1:6;
5:9-10). This is more on paper than in practice. This is one
of the truths of the Protestant Reformation of the 16th
century which is not restored fully. The clergy-laity divide
is detrimental to Church health. There is no place for
religious hierarchy in the Church of Jesus Christ. He as
the Head is always present wherever the members of His
Body gather in His Name (Mt 18:20; Jn 4:20-24).
Ceremonialism and ritualism are Old Testamental. They
are gone with the Cross (Col 2:14-17). New Wine must be
kept in new wineskins (Mt 9:17).

(4) The secret of the daily phenomenal growth of the early
Church was their influence in their neighbourhood by the
House Churches (Acts 2:46,47). Non-Christians who would
hesitate to enter a Church building won’t mind joining a
meeting in their neighbour’s house. Such a possibility is
hinted in 1 Corinthians 14:24 and Acts 17:5-9. The explosive
Church growth in Communistic countries could not be
stopped because of the “House Church” phenomenon.

(5) Interactive Bible Study is best done in House Church
gatherings. The believers in Berea are a classic example
(Acts 17:11). This can attract even prominent men and
women of the locality to become the disciples of Christ (v12).
When a few Christian families in a given locality come
together for Worship, Word-study and Witnessing, that
becomes a House Church which breaks down deno-
minational barriers. The blessings of Psalm 133 will be
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theirs! Online Church Services may only further paralyse
Christians, not allowing them to move from being listeners
and spectators to participants.

(6) Persecution of Christians and damaging of Church
buildings are on the increase in India. It’s easier for the
enemies of the Gospel to destroy one Church building than
to disrupt the functioning of numerous House Churches
which would mostly enjoy the good will of the neighbours
(Acts 2:46,47). The name “Home Cell” is not a better
substitute for “House Church.” I am not against Church
buildings, but in a country like India it’s safer to have 10
buildings which can hold 500 members each than a single
building to accommodate 5000. This also gives an
opportunity for atleast 10 leaders with Pastoral and
Teaching gifts to emerge. One Church Historian observes,
“It’s bricks which killed us!”

(7) It’s of course difficult to accept changes in what we are
accustomed to, but I am deeply convinced that the
restoration of the House Churches will pave way for “Another
Revival” which we desperately need (Psa 85:6).That would
be our ultimate preparation for the Return of Christ (Acts
3:19-21). “Amen! Come, Lord Jesus!”

11

Changes in Churches

The Indian Government has ordered the reopening of
worship places from today the 8th June 2020. The closure
of Churches from the third week of March, the Lenten
Season, when Christians were preparing for Palm Sunday,
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday, was
distressingly painful. Since then the Christian community
has lost over 10 Sunday Services besides several midweek
and weekend meetings. Though these programmes were
conducted online, it was not a satisfactory substitute.

As Christians, what are we to understand from what
God has permitted for our Church life during this Corona
outbreak? Whenever there was persecution, political
turmoil, outbreak of plagues or natural disasters, there was
always a change for the better both in the individual and
the corporate life of Christians. This is consistently observed
in world history and Church history. God never allows
anything in the lives of His children without an educative
purpose (Psa 119:71; Rom 8:28). The enduring guide-rule
of transformative change is that things must get worse to
get better. This is what’s observed globally down through
the ages. Crisis is a feel-good factor, for it compels change!

The first pulpit God gave me was in May 1963 when I
was a 6-month old spiritual baby. It was in a Sunday Service
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of St. John’s CSI Church, Virudhunagar, Tamilnadu. The
variety of pulpits I climbed on during the last 55+ years in
India and overseas has been amply wide though I am a
non-Seminarian. I am a sinner by birth, a Christian by
rebirth, Anglican by background, Pentecostal by experience,
and Biblical by doctrine. My interdenominational and
transdenominational stand opened doors for me in mainline
as well as free Churches, evangelical and liberal, Pentecostal
and non-Pentecostal, and even among Roman Catholics.
This gave me splendid opportunity to interact with
numerous leaders of denominations, Churches and
Missions, among Whites, Blacks, Browns and Yellows.
Honestly, I have never adulterated the Word of God on the
pulpit expecting a second invitation.

During the past 75 days of national lockdown due to the
pandemic, I was closely watching how various Churches
responded to it and what course they took. As usual I
analysed  the happenings objectively. I am neither a prophet
nor the son of a prophet, but I predict that the once-in-a-
century crisis like this is only a prelude. The worst is yet to
be (Mt 24:8). The lockdown has made apparent the failures
of the Churches. If we don’t learn from failures, we only
learn to fail. This article, titled, “Changes in Churches,”
tells us where we must change so we may face the future
in the Bible way. I request all Christians, especially the
leaders, to read through this write-up with an open mind
and an open Bible.

1. Biblical Illiteracy
Our Churches must be centres of learning God’s Word.

The 12-year old Boy Jesus spent three days in the temple

with Bible teachers to learn the Scriptures (Lk 2:46).
Towards the end of His life, He testified, “I sat daily with
you, teaching in the temple” (Mt 26:55b; Lk 19:47a).
Preaching and teaching of the Word of God must take
precedence over all other activities of the Church. To speak
more practically, at least 50% of time in the weekly main
Service must be allotted to Bible teaching (Neh 9:3). The
20-minute sermon, which includes a story also, will only
leave the members starving throughout the week. Too much
of time now goes to announcements. Stop the dirty habit of
reading the accounts and the names of the contributors.
This can be presented in the Church committee for
accountability and transparency. Apostle Paul did not want
even collections be made during  his visit to the
congregations with messages from God (1 Cor 16:1,2).
Fill the hearts and minds of the Church members with as
much Biblical knowledge as possible. The seven years of
plenty in Joseph’s time were a preparation for the seven
years of famine (Gen 41:29,30).

Occasionally I turned on the TV on Sunday forenoons
during the lockdown to watch the Church Services of various
denominations online. I’m pained that not a single Pastor
taught the viewers how to study and interpret the Bible
themselves, individually or as a family. This is the time
when various Study Bibles and Bible Study Aids could have
been introduced. Most of them are available on google.
Unless we teach our congregations the self-study techniques
of the Scriptures, we are not effectually preparing them for
possibly another total and longer lockdown. Most of the
Christians don’t do any home Bible study because they
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simply don’t know how. Dear Pastors, make all your
believers like Bereans! (Acts 17:10,11). Promote them from
schools to colleges.

I hear someone telling me that congregational members
don’t turn up in large numbers for the midweek Bible Study.
What’s the solution then? Catch them when the gathering
is the largest, that is the Sunday Service, and give them
solid food. This I think is simple logic.

I thank God for the custom of Bible reading, as two or
three lessons, one from the Old Testament and the other
from the New, in the mainline Churches. Unfortunately and
sadly the free Churches and Pentecostal assemblies have
totally abandoned this time-honoured practice (Neh 8:1-
3). You have thrown away the baby with the bathwater! I
urge you to restore this practice in the Sunday Service. Let
our young people learn how to read the Bible aloud (Lk
4:16,20; 1 Tim 4:13). Faith comes by hearing and hearing
the Word of God (Rom 10:17). Responsive reading of one or
two Psalms enhances worship.

2. Congregational Infightings
What Christ and the Cross could not do, the Coronavirus

has done! It has shut out all of us together from the Church
buildings. It has brought all of us under the same fear and
caution. Praise God for closing the battleground of the
committee members! Stirring with anger at the fellow-
members of the congregation is thankfully absent for over
two months! No place for proud looks! The rich-poor
divide is gone at least for now (Js 2:1-4). No fashion
parading! Even if you go to Church next Sunday, the social

distancing gives no room for gossipy whispers! Foul mouths
muzzled by facemasks! (Psa 39:1). No hypocritical
handshake or superficial smile (Jer 9:8). There’s nothing
that brings people together like a calamity or a crisis.

Friends, nothing saddens the heart of God like disunity
among His people, and nothing gladdens Him like their
oneness. Jesus unloaded this burden before His Father in
His High Priestly prayer (Jn 17:20,21). We are yet to properly
understand that the “One God” we worship is also the
“Father” of us all (1 Cor 8:6; Eph 4:6). By our unloving
attitude towards the fellow-Christians, we treat them as
step brothers and step sisters. There are simply too many
passages connecting the words “God” and “Father” (Jn 6:27;
8:41; Rom 15:6; Gal 1:1,4; Eph 1:2; 1 Thess 1:1; 2 Tim
1:2; etc.). Abraham settled a strife between him and Lot by
the simple and sublime words: “We are brothers!” (Gen
13:8). America is burning with racism. Let South Indian
Churches bury casteism to bring back the smile of God.

Hoping that we would have our first Sunday Service after
lockdown on 14 June, I advise the Pastors to call for a
Reconciliation Meet on Saturday with the members of the
ruling party and the opposition party in the presence of
God. It is not for discussion or sorting out of issues. Rather,
it must be a time of prayer when each member would confess
before God, silently or openly, the bitterness and hatred he
or she has with others. Differences of opinion can be there,
but they need not lead to disunity. “Agree-to-Disagree” is
the noble formula for unity in Church leadership. Pastors
must repent of taking sides with warring groups. The
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Government has ordered handwash and footwashing before
entering the Church. Let’s wash our hands blood-stained
by hatred (Isa 1:15; 1 Jn 3:15). And our feet which went
house to house belittling others before Church election (Prov
6:18; Isa 59:7).

A word to the womenfolk in the congregation: You are
sage enough to build a Church, and at the same time you
are strong enough to break it (Prov 14:1). Apostle Peter
calls you as “weak vessels” (1 Pet 3:7). But you are shrewd
enough to badly influence men (Gen 3:6,12). The strife
between Euodia and Syntyche cannot be settled at times
without a third party intervention (Phil 4:2,3). Wanted
mature and godly women like Priscilla, Tryphena and Persis
to function as peacemakers in our Churches (Rom 16:3,12).
Several nations that have women at the helm have done
better at controlling the virus and have lifted lockdowns
sooner, thereby hastening economic recovery. Among them
are Sanna Marin (34) of Finland, Angela Merkel of
Germany, Katrin Jakobsdott ir  of Iceland, Mette
Frederiksen of Denmark, Jacinda Andern of New Zealand
and Tsai Ing-wen of Taiwan.

3. Leadership Challenges
I’m sure the lockdown period has given Pastors ample

time for self-examination, unhurried Bible meditation, holy
intercession and relaxed family fellowship. God has given
us sufficient rest for physical, mental and spiritual renewal.
We are now revitalised to minister to our congregations
with fresh energy and enthusiasm (Isa 40:31). Most of us
were at the verge of burn-out but God mercifully saved us

through this lockdown. It was a blessing in disguise. The
future would be more challenging than ever for Pastors.
Here are a few things I would urge you to do —

(a) Stay in the presence of God in your prayer closet
UNTIL you hear from Him (Mt 10:27). Climbing on the pulpit
without a definite Word from the Lord is a crime. Casualness
in sermon preparation is nothing but disrespecting the
congregation. Do not show administrative responsibilities
as an excuse. The care of widows is a fundamental Christian
obligation. When there was partiality reported in food
distribution between Hebrew and Greek widows, the
apostles did not at once jump into the arena. They prudently
appointed seven honest men for this job so they might “give
themselves to prayer and to the ministry of the Word” (Acts
6:1-4). Are we wiser than the Apostles? Elders and senior
members of the congregation have the responsibility to alert
you if your sermons become anaemic and repetitive. Have
a periodic health check-up with the Self-testing Kit in
Chapter 7.

(b) Pray regularly for your congregational members by
mentioning the name of each family. If that will be too much
for you, share the list with your associate Pastors. A
shepherd who does not know the sheep is not a “good
shepherd” (Jn 10:14). He is only a “hireling” (vv12,13).
Memorize the prayers Apostle Paul offered for the Churches
and use them regularly on your knees with tears (Eph 1:15-
23; Col 1:9-12). Praying Pastors beget praying people. Have
fixed times for prayer when no family member or Church
member can contact you. Do not carry your mobilephone
into the prayer room (Mt 6:6). You must be known for your
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spiritual glow. Do not give time for all functions. Be selective.
Do not come down from your calling to go house to house
with fund-raising teams.

(c) Relate to the other Pastors in your town through
friendly chats. We need each other very badly in the coming
days. The present Government is watching us closely. Let’s
learn from one another and pray for one another. Our enemy
is not other denominations. Satan is our common enemy.
Each Church or denomination has its strengths and
weaknesses. Joab’s mutual understanding with Abishai his
brother is one of the best examples to follow in these days
of warfare in all fronts (1 Chr 19:12). The warmth of
fellowship with other Pastors will help you maintain spiritual
fitness lest you grow weary. Be regular in joining the monthly
Pastors’ Fellowship meetings in your city. Quality time with
your family is a must.

(d) The post-lockdown restrictions include the non-entry
of those above 65 and below 10 into the worship places. In
Parishes where resident Pastors or Vicars are unable to
lead Services due to age limitation, alternative arrangements
must be made. I wonder whether these regulations are
Heaven-sent! It’s the time that aged Pastors bring the
nextliners and youngsters to the front. If you are a Pastor
of a free or an independent Assembly, don’t immediately
think of your son bypassing other mature and experienced
men with longstanding involvement in the Church affairs.
Dynasty is not the New Testament model. Timothy and Titus
were not Paul’s blood-relatives. Paul was a pure-blooded
Jew. Timothy was only a half-Jew, with Jewish mother but
Greek father (Acts 16:1). Titus was totally a non-Jew (Gal
2:3). Both these youngsters were only sons “in faith” for

Paul the “aged” (1 Tim 1:2; Tit 1:4; Phile 9). We have simply
too much of dead material in our Churches. Wanted
youngsters to clear them (Acts 5:6,9,10). They act fast!
Moses gracefully accepted God’s verdict that he would not
enter Canaan. He immediately “prayed” for the next leader
(Num 27:15-17). The instant answer from God was Joshua
the “young man” (v18; Ex 33:11). Moses was of the tribe of
Levi, but Joshua of Ephraim (Ex 2:1,2; 6:19,20; Num 13:8).

There are still several other leadership reforms to be
initiated, but that would go beyond the scope of this article.

4. Empty Ritualism
Following the closure of the Churches, the TV Pastors,

besides conducting online services, encouraged their
parishioners to have extended family worship, family prayer
and family Bible meditation. Wonderful! Why didn’t they
recommend “family breadbreaking” also? What were they
afraid of? Losing grip on people? Was not breadbreaking
done “house to house” in the early Church? (Acts 2:46).
Would it have been possible for just 12 apostles to conduct
Communion Service for 3000 converts? (v41). Which house
would have had halls for 250 Christians to congregate?
When did we forsake this New Testament simplicity? If you
did not encourage family breadbreaking during the
lockdown, you are guilty of depriving God’s children in your
congregation of this blessed tangible act of “remembering”
their Lord “as often as” they wanted “to proclaim His death
till He returns” (1 Cor 11:24-26). “Breadbreaking” is as
important as “Bible meditation, fellowship and prayers.”
We must “continue steadfastly” in all these four exercises
(Acts 2:42).
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“Giving” and “receiving” is not the New Testament pattern
for Breadbreaking. Jesus “gave” the bread and the cup
because those were emblems of His “own” body and His
“own” blood (Mt 26:26-28; 1 Cor 11:23-25). No Pastor can
take this place unless he is crucified for his congregation
(1 Cor 1:13). It is the bread which “we” break, and the cup
which “we” bless (10:16,17). Even when Jesus gave the
cup to His disciples, He told them, “Take this and divide it
among yourselves” (Lk 22:17). I remember a Tamil proverb:
“Even if the Deity bestows a gift, the Priest would not pass
it on!”  Also, we are not to have any “altar,” but only a
“table” (Lk 22:21,30; 1 Cor 10:21). Jesus observed Passover
in an unnamed man’s “house” and instituted the “Lord’s
Supper” (Mt 26:18-20; Mk 14:13-17). He deliberately
resorted to this ordinariness just in order that there should
be no ritualistic flavour in this observance. By writing these
lines, I’m taking the risk of poking the hornet’s nest! I will
lose friends and earn enemies (Gal 4:16).

There may be hundred and one questions relating to the
Lord’s Supper. Bread first or cup first? (Lk 22:17-19; 1 Cor
10:16). Wheat bread or rice cake? Grape juice or mango
juice? Observance daily or weekly or monthly? (Acts 2:46;
20:7). The Lord’s “Supper” in the morning or at lunchtime
or dinnertime? And so on. I would discuss these issues in
an exclusive article, “Biblical Breadbreaking.” But for now,
some simple procedures. The Government has advised
Christians refrain from Holy Communion. Until the
lockdown is totally lifted, Christians can break bread at
home as a family or a group of families like a “House
Church.” Make sure that the participants are born again.

(Read the previous chapter, “House Churches.”) After
blessing the bread and the cup, just share them among
yourselves. When the celebration of the Lord’s Supper is
restarted in the Churches, the Pastor may bless these
emblems and pass them on to the pews through elders.
After each member takes a bit and receives the tiny wine
cup, the Pastor may say, “Let’s all now eat and drink together
in remembrance of the Lord!” The entire exercise would be
over in just about ten minutes, even if it’s a 1000-member
congregation. Including the Pastor, all believers are fellow-
priests (1 Pet 2:5,9; Ex 19:6; Rev 1:6; 5:10). Read my 56-
page booklet, “Here I stand!”, released in March 2017 at
the 500th Anniversary of Protestant Reformation.

There are so many burdensome rituals the Church of
Jesus Christ has to get rid of. Rituals do not make us more
reverential before God, or bring us to a closer relationship
with Him. Rather, they simply make us religious.
Christianity is not a religion. The weakness of the Church
is that it has become more ceremonial than spiritual. Even
after salt loses its saltiness, it would still remain white and
retain its crystalline structure. That’s our deceptive
condition.

5. Deadened Charity

The worst affected in the economic collapse due to the
pandemic is the poorer sections of the society. This is always
the case in any calamity. The Government and NGOs are
appealing for contributions for uplifting the severely hit.
Millionaires, Industrialists, Landlords, Businessmen, Actors
and such affluent people are making fat donations. Thank
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God for this gesture. The Church must take the lead in
charity, because “ours” is the God of the poor. Each Church
has some charitable activity or the other. But we are far
below God’s expectation as taught in the Bible.

Charity must be the first item in the Church budget.
John the Baptist spoke of giving away 50% to the poor (Lk
3:10,11). Jesus Christ was happy when Zacchaeus
promised to give away 50% of all his wealth to the poor
(19:8,9). Jesus commanded the rich young ruler to
distribute 100% of his wealth to the poor (18:22). The first
generation Christians sold their possessions and goods,
and brought 100% of the sale proceeds to be divided among
the needy. This was the evidence of the Holy Spirit baptism
(Acts 2:4,45). Apostle Paul commended the Macedonian
Churches who “abounded in liberality” though in “deep
poverty,” and gave “beyond their ability” (2 Cor 8:1-3). On
the face of these Scriptural exhortations and examples, we
are doing only a minimum if each Church allocates 50% of
its total funds to bless the poor. Christ will weep over a
congregation which does not incorporate this change in its
spending pattern even after He has chastened us with
COVID-19 outbreak.

America or Germany need not support our orphanages.
If each Indian Christian family sponsors an orphan, we
will not have enough orphans for sponsorship! The same
principle can be applied to the Homes of the Destitute,
Retarded, Differently Abled, etc., etc. We from India can
even send help to nations much poorer than ours. “It is
more blessed to give than to receive!” (Acts 20:35b). Give a

wholesome lunch to the beggars at your Church gate after
every Sunday Service. Give them the Gospel and send them
happy. Let the beggars and platform-dwellers eat first in
our special Church dinners. The congregational members
can share the remaining food among themselves. Our
cholesterol and sugar levels will come down! If I sound too
radical, read what Jesus told a host who invited Him for a
feast (Lk 14:12-14).

It’s sickening to watch Pastors in the online Church
Services talking about tithes and offerings even before
turning to the first Bible reference of their sermon! When
did Christianity backslide  so much and become
commercial? Tithing is not taught in the New Testament as
an obligation, though it’s a healthy practice (2 Cor 9:5,7).
As such, there’s no instruction as to “where” the tithe should
go. The oft-quoted text for tithing is Malachi 3:10, “Bring
all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in
My house.” The “food” is for the “foodless” like the “landless
Levites, strangers, orphans and widows,” who do not have
regular source of income (Dt 14:28,29). What’s given to the
poor is lent to the Lord (Prov 19:17). If an OT Jew gave a
tenth of his income to God, the NT Christian must excel
him because he is under a “better” covenant (Heb 7:22;
8:6). After supporting your local Church, you may distribute
the money to the poor and various ministries of your choice.
“God loves a cheerful giver!” — The context of this statement
by Apostle Paul is charity (2 Cor 9:1,7,9). But we use this
text primarily for raising funds for curtaining our altars,
carpeting our floors, cushioning our pews, colouring our
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walls and conditioning our halls instead of covering the
roofless or clothing the clotheless! I urge Pastors to preach
on charity atleast in one of the four Sunday Services of the
month. Call for a Consultation Meet with your fellow-elders
and senior brothers and sisters to plan positive actions.
Christians need not route all their charity through the
Church. The Lazarus at your doorstep is your personal and
primary responsibility (Lk 16:20). Involve yourself directly
as the good Samaritan to help the wounded, the weak
and the wretched (10:30-35). Be a Dorcas who stitched
and gifted dresses to poor widows in her personal
capacity; it was not a Church project (Acts 9:36,39).

6. Wasteful Investments
Overinvestment in immovable properties sidetracks us

from God-given vision. Buildings are necessary, but they
can become stumbling blocks for missionary “movement.”
It’s a worrisome observation that the Babel spirit is returning
to Christendom. But the early Christians guarded
themselves against this trend. If 3000 or 5000 believers
contributed just “one-tenth,” the collection would have been
enormous. So many thousands gave “ten-tenths!” The early
Church had so much, but they didn’t think of erecting a
mega-Church building to house the swelling crowd of
believers (Acts 2:41; 4:4; 2:45; 4:32). Didn’t they have land
space? Didn’t they have builders? The secret of their non-
stop growth was “mobile” pulpits! A Church historian rightly
said, “It was bricks which killed us!”

I have been saying all along, “In a country like India, it is
safer to have five Church buildings to hold 1000 members

each rather than a single building with a capacity of 5000!
Destroying five buildings is more difficult than bombing
just one. Four more new leaders would emerge.” Having
come to the end of the age, more and more of our resources
must be invested on people rather than on properties. Let’s
be content with simple structures. (I’m a Building Engineer!)
I beg Pastors and Preachers of Tamilnadu, Kerala and
Andhra to invest their monies in mission fields in Northern
States to build Churches, Schools, Clinics and the like. I
will be happy to put you in touch with reliable Mission
leaders.

7. Doctrinal Deviations
No other generation witnessed the surging of so many

novel doctrines. This is of course in accordance with the
prediction of the apostles (1 Tim 4:1; 2 Tim 4:2-4; 2 Pet
2:1-3; 3:1-4; Jude 17,18). The prosperity doctrine has
caused greater damage than any other to the pure Gospel.
It’s appealing even to idol-worshippers who have various
gods and goddesses for wealth, wisdom and physical
wellbeing. When we named the organisation I founded in
1971 as “Blessing” Youth Mission, we had God’s promise
to Abraham in mind, how God would bless him in order to
make him a “blessing” to all the “families, peoples and
nations” (Gen 12:1-3). And the promise of Ezekiel 34:26
was to make “the places all around” God’s people a
“blessing.” But every other Christian programme today has
the word “blessing” attached to its name, forgetting the
missionary purpose in these two passages. The sugar-coated
pills don’t heal people’s spiritual ills. Deplorably several
Pastors have set aside the solid edification messages and
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preach this Gospel according to Lucifer even in the Sunday
Services. Exhilarating music and exciting worship cover
up this malady. Dear Pastor friend, never adopt any crowd-
pulling technique. “Preach the Word!” (2 Tim 4:2a). This
means strong teaching which “convinces, rebukes and
exhorts” (v2b).

Satan usually pours out false doctrines from his lying
mouth as a “flood” (Isa 59:19). Our people are sheepish;
they can be easily swayed along. Raise a flag against any
questionable teaching, with the help of the Holy Spirit, the
Spirit of Truth. Check the doctrine at the initial stage itself
by organizing a Consultation Meet with fellow-Pastors and
Bible Teachers similar to the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15:6).
The outcome as a Declaration should be widely circulated
in all denominations (v23). The apparent absence of such
an exercise gives the enemy a free hand who causes
irreparable damage to “the faith which was once for all
delivered to the saints” (Jude 3).

I urge you Pastors to have sufficient doctrinal content in
each of your sermons (2 Tim 3:15; Tit 2:1). Take the believers
from milk-stage to meat-stage (Heb 5:13,14). Away with
extempore preaching! Do not climb the pulpit without well-
outlined sermon notes prepared in your prayer closet and
study. Teach the congregation, “How to Meditate the Bible”
as well as “How not to Meditate.” The ministry of every
minister is to make every believer a minister (Eph 4:11-
13). You are a Pastor-Teacher; get also Apostolic vision,
Prophetic insight and Evangelistic zeal into your
congregation by inviting these ministers to your Church or

connecting your believers to them in whatever way possible.
Only then you can provide pasture to your sheep “in and
out” (Jn 10:3,9). The Church must not become a clutch!
Your labour to present every man perfect in Christ Jesus
would be richly rewarded when the Chief Shepherd appears
(Col 1:28,29; 1 Pet 5:2-4). Both in Greek and Latin, “Corona”
means “Crown!” It’s a crown of thorns! But what the Chief
Shepherd would give you is a “Crown of Glory!” (1 Pet 5:4).

Closing Lines
The Church that is, is not the Church that was. And the

Church that is, is not the Church that should be. Our
Churches need many more changes than which are pointed
out in this article. But these seven call for immediate action.
The city of Chennai is the Jerusalem of India with maximum
number of Churches, Denominations, Missions, Ministries,
Programmes and Preachers. The uncontrollable rise of
COVID-19 cases here makes us ask, “Is God angry with
this city or weeping over it?” (Lk 19:41,42). In my opinion,
Chennai Christianity has drifted away more than Indian
Christianity from Biblical pattern. I beseech Pastors and
Church leaders to have self-testing with this write-up for
themselves and their flocks. Don’t be a status-quoist. Let’s
arise and move forward! I request my dear readers to pray
much for me as I am working on a treatise, “Bible Church,”
since April 2018. The progress is slow but steady. You know
it’s a difficult and delicate subject. Arrows of discouragement
keep piercing me. But under God I am at it. We have God’s
promise: “The glory of the latter temple shall be greater
than the former!” (Hagg 2:9a).

123 124



125 126

12

To Mission Supporters ...

Dear Supporters of Indian Missions,

 Greetings in the Name of the Lord of the Harvest! May
God Almighty protect you and yours during this global
calamity!

This is an Emergency Letter on behalf of the indigenous
Missionary Organisations in India. These are critical times
for everyone, especially for Missionaries who have forsaken
the comforts of life and risked their lives to reach and bless
those in regions beyond. Besides the health condition, the
economic crisis is looming large in all sectors. One of the
worst affected is the world of Missions. Already several of
our Missions are going through financial crisis. The spread
of Coronavirus has made it acute. I write the following lines
with firsthand knowledge of the ground reality. As most of
you know, under God, I led the Blessing Youth Mission as
its Founder-leader for 33 years from 1971. May God speak
to you and your family members as you read this letter.

Most of the Indian Missions do not have a big reserve. It
is hand-to-mouth situation. Recently a very leading Mission
paid its Staff on the 10th of that month only. The monthly
income largely depends on the volunteers who visit Christian
homes to collect missionary offerings. The national

Lockdown has paralyzed these fund-mobilizers. The Mission
leaders are wondering how they would find funds for the
Staff salary of April 2020. Did not the brook of Prophet
Elijah dry up? I wonder how “crows” brought “mutton
sandwich” to Elijah in the days of famine without devouring
it! (1 Ki 17:5-7). I can imagine a “dove” bringing a piece of
meat, not a non-vegetarian crow! Dear friends, God is calling
you to be God’s crows for the Missionaries in times like
these. The brook is  drying up fast. The Elijah-like travelling
Missionaries need your “cup of cold water” (Mt 10:41,42).
Even if you are a widow, God counts on you to support His
servants (1 Ki 17:8,9). You may not have enough for your
own needs. Don’t worry, give the “first cake” to God’s
servants and see God’s miracle provision for you (vv10-16).

 The frontline Missionaries solely depend on the monthly
allowances sent by their organisations. Help cannot be
expected from the families of many of them. Their field
congregations are mainly of pagan background. Most of
them are the poorest of the poor, unlike the urban Churches
with rich Christians. Apostle John’s advice to Gaius is
appropriate here: “Beloved, if you send them forward on
their journey in a manner worthy of God, you will do well,
because they went for His Name’s sake, taking nothing from
the Gentiles. We therefore ought to support such, that we
may become fellow-workers for the truth” (3 Jn 5-8). Several
Missionaries are in heavy debts because of the huge
advances they have drawn from their organisations for the
education and marriage of their sons and daughters. The
escalation of the cost of commodities has made the situation
worse.
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Many of Indian Missions are of Southern origin. They
very much count on their Annual Camps in May for raising
new supporters and presenting major field projects. In the
present situation, it is highly improbable that any Mission
can hold its annual programme successfully. Due to the
hurdles in printing and despatch, several Missions have
not been able to send the April issue of their magazines
which serve as a promotional material.

The vast majority of Mission Supporters is of the middle
income group, most of whom depend on weekly or fortnightly
wages. The families of this working class are under stress.
The business community, which plays a significant role in
Mission support, is also going through a tough time.
However, the Macedonian Christians stand before us who
in their “deep poverty” abounded in the “riches of their
liberality” (2 Cor  8:1-3).

May I urge my fellow-Christians to seriously consider
my exhortations listed below —

(1) Do not wait for an appeal from the Missions for
financial help. Send them by online bank transfer at least
50% more than your usual contribution. Don’t hesitate to
withdraw from your savings. You may close one Fixed
Deposit. What is money for but to support those who carry
the Gospel to the unreached and the unchurched? The
Church is the only society on earth that is to function
primarily for its non-members!

(2) If you don't have ready cash, sell one of your jewels
for the Missionary cause. Why not?  As per today’s market
rate, you will get a good price also. This is how you can

store wealth in Heaven (Mt 6:19-21; Lk 12:33,34). Dear
sisters, be a Joanna or a Susanna who provided for Jesus
from their “possessions” (Lk 8:3). Do not carry heavy chains
around your neck, but give them away to support those
who risk their own necks in the frontline (Rom 16:3,4).
Influence your husband to stand with you in the missionary
cause as Aquila stood with Priscilla.

(3) Thank God for the Churches which are sponsoring
Missionaries. Don’t be satisfied. Slice a large portion from
your funds and send it to support Missions. Use for them
the huge sums you have accumulated for mega building
projects. As I have been repeatedly saying, there’s no big
scope or safety for mega structures in future in a country
like India. Christ is returning soon. Do not leave your monies
for the Antichrist! The only two Churches not rebuked by
Christ the Head were missionary-minded (Rev 2:8-11; 3:7-
13). Be a Philippian Church, the only Church which
supported Missionary Paul consistently, especially in his
“distress” (Phil  4:14-18). It is to this Church the Apostle
gave the promise, “My God shall supply all your need” (v19).
This is a conditional promise. When you take care of the
“necessities” of the Missionaries, God will supply your
“need” (vv16,19).

(4) If you have never been a supporter of Missions, get
the bank details of the Missions your  Christian friends are
supporting, and enroll yourself as a regular supporter.

If you follow what I have written in this letter, as an
elder brother (74), you would thank me when we meet in
Heaven (Phil 4:3).
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Missionaries & Corona

Dear Missionary Friends,

Greetings with love in the Name of the Lord who has
pleasure in the prosperity of His servants! Let Him be
magnified! (Psa 35:27).

I’m sure you are receiving periodic letters from the
leaders of your respective Missions, with a word from the
Lord, to uplift your sagging spirits in these depressing days.
This letter is common to the nearly 60,000 workers of the
Indian Missions stationed all over the country to bless
people with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Having had the
privilege of leading the Blessing Youth Mission (BYM), as
its Founder, for 33 years (1971-2003), which include 7
years of stay in the mission fields of varoius States, I would
like to highlight a few of your concerns in this letter,
identifying myself with you. I’ve met with many of you as
the Guest Speaker in several of your National Staff Retreats.

(1) There’s no one in the entire world who is not worried
about his health at this hour. Your worries are manifold
as you are in areas where immediate and nearby medical
help is not available. Our prayers are with you no doubt,
but I would like to encourage you with God’s promises of

healing and protection (Psa 91:5,6; Ex 15:26b; Psa 103:3;
Isa 53:4; Lk 4:38,39; Js 5:14-16; Psa 41:1,3). Please read
these verses as often as possible, to yourself and to your
family members. Your faith will be built up for these
challenging times (Rom 10:17). You are in God’s hands,
and nothing will happen to you without His knowledge and
permission (Jn 10:28,29).

(2) You will have many questions about your financial
needs. It is obvious that the income through offerings has
drastically fallen for almost all the Missions and
Evangelistic Agencies. Even with the regular inflow of funds,
the situation in many of our organisations has been hand-
to-mouth only. Your uncertainty about your April salary is
understandable. The extension of the National Lockdown
till 3rd May has made the prospects bleak. Not all Missions
have a substantial reserve for a rainy day. I would like to
remind you that it’s God who called you, and the
organisation is only the means through which you serve
Him. He is the Source. It’s the Shepherd’s responsibility to
feed the sheep. It’s the Captain’s responsibility to provide
for the soldiers. It’s the Father’s responsibility to take care
of the children. The Lord’s Prayer is strictly a Missionary
Prayer. The request for “daily bread” is the central one of
the seven (Mt 6:9-13). Here again, let’s remind ourselves
of God’s promises for the needs of our body (Mt 6:25-34; 1
Tim 5:18; Psa 33:18,19; 37:18,19,25; Isa 33:16). The dear
Mission supporters have understood the gravity of the
situation and they are doing their best to help the
organisations in this crisis. I am happy that my letter
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“To Mission Supporters ...” (Chapter 12) has stirred up many
to increase their giving. The God who fed His people for 40
years in the barren desert is still the same!

(3) Those of you having children in schools or colleges
go through emotional stress. Some of your kids have not
been able to come home for vacation from boarding schools
due to travel restrictions. How much you would have been
waiting for their days with you in the field stations! Your
pain is understandable. God will reward you for all these
enormous sacrifices you are making for His Kingdom’s sake.
Some of you were counting on their summer vacation for
their preparation for NEET and other competitive exams.
Suddenly everything has become uncertain. May be you
are not able to be with your daughters during their
confinement. The concerns of  Missionary children are thus
numerous. I can only think of how God blessed Isaac
because of his Missionary Dad, Abraham (Gen 12:1; 25:11;
26:12,13). God is not unjust to forget your work and labour
of love which you have shown toward His Name (Heb 6:10).

(4) Your next concern is about the new believers and
congregations in the field. You are not able to visit them or
gather them for worship and teaching. Most of them are
illiterate or they have no Bibles in their languages for
personal meditation. They have been solely depending on
your weekly feeding. I know the labour pain you have
undergone to birth one soul into the Kingdom. This is the
burden Missionary Paul shares in 2 Corinthians 11:28,29,
“Besides the other things, what comes upon me daily: my
deep concern for all the Churches. Who is weak, and I am

not weak? Who is made to stumble, and I do not burn with
indignation?” It’s usually when the Missionary-Shepherds
are not with the sheep, the ravenous wolves play havoc.
The enemy becomes active in sowing tares in our fields. In
such helpless situations, you have to simply “commend
them to God and to the Word of His grace, which is able to
build them up” (Acts 20:29,32). Remember, Jesus has
prayed for those whom we lead to Him (Jn 17:20).

(5) Thoughts about your old parents keep biting your
heart. It’s so disturbing that the elders are very susceptible
to Corona. You even wonder whether you would be able to
travel home if something happens during these days of
restrictions. May be some of you have already gone through
such a situation. Sorry, I don’t have enough words to
comfort you except to remind you of the words of Jesus in
Matthew 19:27-29. Many of our forefathers became
Christians because of the sacrificial labour of European
and Western Missionaries who never once returned home!
Let us thank God that we atleast have mobilephones to
keep in touch with our folks. Distance is no matter for our
God (Jer 23:23).

(6) Let’s use these days for our spiritual renewal. In our
busy schedule, we would not have found time to spend
unhurriedly in God’s presence with His Word. Missionary
Paul concentrated on reading and writing while impri-
soned (2 Tim 4:13; Phil 1:1,7,12-14). Dust would have
accumulated on our feet which need washing (Jn 13:8-
10). A period of self-examination will be rewarding (Psa
139:23,24). None of us has outgrown the need for this



exercise (Prov 20:9; 1 Jn 1:8). Relationship problems
abound among Missionaries. Holding bitterness or grudge
is to our own disadvantage (Gal 5:14,15).  This is the golden
opportunity to bury our unpleasant past as God has done
with our own sins (Mic 7:19). Stop backbiting and
scandalising (Num 12; Gen 9:20-25; 2 Sam 1:17-20). We
cannot afford to be divided in a country like India where
our enemies are not divided (Mt 12:26). Just to oppose
and persecute us, even archenemies and lifelong rivals like
Pilate and Herod become friends (Lk 23:12). Make calls to
the Missionaries of your own organisation and those known
to you in other Missions, and make loving enquiries. We
need each other. Use the “Fruit of the Spirit” Prayer of
Chapter 3. Flush away whatever bitterness you have against
the administration. Leave the matter with God if any
injustice has been done to you (1 Pet 2:23). Pray for your
leaders. They have their own struggles and shortcomings.
Let the peace of God “rule” our hearts (Col 3:15).

(7) Finally, a word to the Retired Missionaries. Days are
more difficult for you than for the youngsters active in
service. You are already struggling with the drastic cut in
your monthly income. Old-age problems add to the misery.
Susceptibility of senior citizens to the Coronavirus is
threatening. As one among you, at 74, I suggest that we
make Psalm 71:17,18 as our daily prayer: “O God, You
have taught me from my youth; and to this day I declare
Your wonderful works. Now also when I am old and gray-
headed, oh God, do not forsake me, until I declare Your

strength to this generation, Your power to everyone who is
to come!”

History tells us of so many Revivals which broke out
following national and global disasters. After promising
restoration from the damage caused by locusts, God
assures us of an outpouring of His Spirit resulting in a
huge ingathering of souls (Joel 2:25,28,29,32a). The healing
of the Nation begins with the humbling of ourselves (2 Chr
7:14). Read in Chapter 6 the Article, “If My people humble
themselves ...” The future prospects are as bright as the
promises of God. Stay safe! Stay blessed!

Your friend,

R. Stanley
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Indian Missions Tomorrow

God be praised for the hundreds of indigenous Missions
He has raised in India following the steady exit of foreign
Missionaries due to political and other reasons. What He
has done through these organisations over the years is
marvellous in our eyes (Psa 118:23). Heaven rejoices over
the thousands and thousands of lost sheep brought into
the fold (Lk 15:7). The best is yet to be! (Jn 1:50b). It’s the
responsibility of  each Christian to uphold these ministries
with sincere prayers, sustained involvement and sacrificial
offerings to enable them fulfil their calling.

On the negative side, the deteriorating health of many of
these para-Church organisations is a matter of grave
concern. The reasons are numerous. The spiritual emphasis
is insufficient. Biblical principles are ignored. Satan’s
targeted attacks are incessant. Original vision is blurred.
The collapsing global economy is a major blow. Even before
the Corona outbreak, it was only a hand-to-mouth condition
in most of the Missions. With the Indian economy shrunk
by over 30% due to COVID-19, the future of our ministries
is gloomy, especially relating to our financial needs. We do
not need to lose heart and turn pessimistic, because God
who has called us is faithful and He would fulfil His
purposes without fail (1 Thess 5:24).

It has been a growing burden in my heart for quite some
years to address certain key issues relating to Indian
Missions both for enlightenment and encouragement.
Annan J.J. Ratnakumar’s recent 16-point letter of 28 May
2020 to the General Secretary of the India Missions
Association (IMA), the umbrella body for about 280 Indian
Missions with a total staff strength of 60,000, is timely. He
has requested the IMA leadership to organise a National
Consultation of the leaders of Indian Missions, NGOs,
Churches and key-supporters to get helpful input for the
post COVID-19 scenario. This is definitely the need of the
hour in the Mission context.

Following my retirement from the Blessing Youth Mission
(BYM) as its Founder-leader in 2003, after giving leadership
to it for 33 years from 1971, I have had the privilege of
interacting with various Missions in India which included
addressing their National Staff Retreats and visiting their
fields. As one of the founding members of IMA, representing
BYM in the 1970s, I cannot forget the glorious years of
fellowship with men of God like Dr. John D. Richard (1923-
2018), Rev. Theodore Williams (1935-2009), Rev. G. S.
Mohan (1931-2003) and Rev. J. C. Bose Meiyappan (1938-
2001). Meeting with most of the Indian Mission leaders in
the Annual Conferences of IMA was unforgettable. I was
the first Treasurer of IMA, starting with no money of course!
The first logo of IMA was my design! Besides leading BYM
from the central office, my wife and I have lived with the
field missionaries in several non-Tamil States of India for
seven years, which blessed us with educative experiences.

31 May 2020



137 138

With this background I sit to write this Article. Several
points raised by Annan Ratnakumar in the said letter might
be reflected here. The contents of this Article may help the
proposed Online Consultation in some way. Because my
views are quite radical, I abstain from Consultations these
days. In this letter I may sound critical, though, honestly,
my intention is to be analytical. Mine is missionary blood!
My blood-group is “M positive.” After the Corona outbreak,
I wrote an Article, titled, “To Mission Supporters ...” on 7
April (Chapter 12), and another, titled, “Missionaries &
Corona” on 16 April (Chapter 13).

Para-Church organisations, as we know them today, were
not there in the New Testament days. In a limited sense,
our “Missionaries” are comparable to the “Apostles” who
were pioneer workers. They were going to regions where
Christ had not been named (Rom 15:20,21). It was after
Jesus “sent forth” His disciples, they were called “Apostles”
(Lk 9:1,2,10; 6:13; Mt 10:1,2). Similarly, it was after Paul
and Barnabas were released from the local ministry team
in the Church at Antioch and “sent forth,” they were called
“Apostles” (Acts 13:1-4; 14:14). These Apostles were
primarily Church planters (1 Cor 3:6). Local Churches were
integrated with their mobile ministries (Acts 14:23,27,28).
But our Missionaries and the Missions of today are not
functionally thus linked to the sending Churches, though
that would be ideal. As such we can only draw suitable
lessons from the practices and teachings of the Apostles as
seen in the Acts of the Apostles and the Epistles.

(1) The future of Indian Missions primarily depends on
the leadership. The generation of founding leaders of several
of our organisations is either not alive or not active. They
have passed on the “baton” to the nextliners. Sadly the
“mantle” has not fallen on many of them (Dt 31:14,15; 1 Ki
19:16,19-21; 2 Ki 2:9-13). The new leaders will be successful
only to the extent they wait on God, hear Him, and follow
His Word (Prov 8:34; Dt 33:3). The forgotten spirit of sacrifice
of their forebears must be restored. They must be ready to
burn themselves and melt like a candle to brighten up and
bless their ministry (Jn 5:35; 2 Cor 12:15). Mere
management techniques and administrative skills won’t be
sufficient to face the future challenges we would encounter
in India. Leaders must be “strong in the Lord and in the
power of His might” (Eph 6:10). Any blessing to a Mission
has to flow from the head (Psa 133:2,3). The leaders must
be humble enough, honest enough and holy enough if they
expect their ministries to be healthy enough (Prov 15:33; 2
Cor 7:2; Josh 3:5).

Not all Missions are started with a genuine God-given
vision. Reaction, Overseas promises, Splits and Lust for
leadership are among the impure motives. God does not
honour such ministries in the longer run. Earlier we close
down these petty shops the better for His Kingdom.

(2) Winds of adversity are blowing vehemently in India
against Christian ministries, especially the missionary
organisations. Each Mission is comparable to a battalion.
Each Missionary is a soldier (2 Tim 2:3). Irrespective of his
rank, each soldier must be strong enough to fight the enemy.
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Equipping each Missionary for the battlefront is the supreme
responsibility of the Mission and its leadership. The spiritual
wellbeing of each Missionary must be the top priority.
Shepherds also need shepherding care (1 Pet 5:1-4; Lk
22:32). When leaders visit mission fields, it must not
primarily be for inspection but impartation (Rom 1:11). The
visiting leaders must have a definite word from the Lord for
each field staff. A father’s heart worries over his son’s health
setback (1 Tim 5:23). Visits should be long enough to
understand the field problems and struggles. The strength
of a chain is measured by its weakest link. Several field
Missionaries are spiritually drained, physically exhausted,
and mentally depressed. Invite them to places where they
can “rest awhile” and restore their energy (Mk 6:31; Isa
40:30,31). The Missionary Rest Houses of the Blessing
Youth Mission are a positive step in this direction. I salute
the Missionaries Upholders Trust (MUT) which addresses
the various unmet needs of the Missionaries. The secular
employer-employee concept which has subtly infected
Christian Missions is blood cancer. The relationship
between the Leaders and the Missionaries must be like the
Paul-Epaphroditus model (Phil 2:25).

(3) The field staff of Indian Missions are generally divided
into “Missionaries” and “Native Workers.” The latter by
and large are treated like second class citizens. It was during
the period of “foreign” Missionaries, their Indian coworkers
were called “native” workers. This designation should now
be abolished. For administrative convenience, if necessary,
they can be called as Associate Missionaries. Otherwise
the anti-Christian authorities of respective States may

sometimes challenge us. I will not be surprised if some day
the interstate evangelistic activities would be banned. Any
day, these “Native Workers,” so-called, would have to man
the situation. Even a senior Apostle like Peter called himself
an “Elder” while addressing “Elders” (1 Pet 5:1). The Apostles
appointed “Elders” for each new Church they planted (Acts
14:23; Tit 1:5; Js 5:14). The other names for “Elders” are
“Pastors” and “Bishops” or “Overseers” (Acts 20:17,28; 1
Tim 3:1; Tit 1:7; 1 Pet 5:1,2). A paradigm shift is a must
here for the new Churches to survive future storms. The
glaring disparity in the salary structure and in the
distribution of Christmas allowances and the like between
the Missionaries and the Native Workers should also go at
the earliest if we are to return to the New Testamental model.
Any practice followed by the early leaders, if found
unscriptural as we grow, must be unhesitantly abandoned
(1 Cor 13:11; 1 Pet 1:18b). Let’s not wait for a movement
like “Quit India” to explode in our fields.

Thank God for all Missiological studies. However, we
must keep in mind that the Biblical pattern cannot be
improved upon. No updating is necessary for a Book that’s
already and always up-to-date. Everything that can be
shaken must be shaken so that only that which cannot be
shaken may remain (Heb 12:27).

(4) Social service has taken the backseat in most of our
missionary endeavours. Our forefathers embraced
Christianity when they were wooed by the love in action
shown by the European and Western Missionaries. The
Schools, Colleges, Hospitals and the like they established
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played a vital role in Church growth. The slogan of William
Booth (1829-1912), the founder of Salvation Army, was
“Soap, Soup, Salvation.” If we think that this order is not
right, we can change it as “Salvation, Soap, Soup!” We
project field missionaries as working among the
downtrodden, the underprivileged and the marginalised.
This is the picture our promotional films present before
the supporters. We are not justified if atleast 50% of the
field expenses does not go to social service. Let’s not
spiritualize the Messianic Manifesto (Lk 4:18,19).

Each Missionary must get a field training from relief
organisations like World Vision. Because of the Corona
outbreak and the return of the migrant labourers to their
respective home States, the medical needs of the people in
the mission fields will be enormous. Experienced doctors,
unemployed medical graduates, nurses and such health
workers must be placed in the fields atleast for short terms
to minister to the sick. Pay them decently, otherwise they
won’t come. Christian Missions are under the Government
scanner. The only project for which Apostle Paul and his
missionary team raised money was for relief (Acts 11:29,30;
1 Cor 16:1-4; 2 Cor 9:7-9). As usual we quote these texts
mostly for anything but charity! Missions can partner with
NGOs wherever possible for social services. Evangelism need
not always be linked to social work (Mt 5:45).

(5) Praise the Lord of the Harvest for the souls added to
His Kingdom and the Churches planted. From day one, the
Missionaries must be looking for potential candidates for
future leadership of the new congregations. Jesus

recruited disciples not at the end of His three years of
ministry, but right from the start (Mt 4:19-22; Jn 1:43).
Missionaries must function as Pastors for a few years only.
They are supposed to be mobile ministers. They should
leave the new congregation under the care of a couple of
Elders. Unless such autonomy is granted to the
congregations, the locals would not “own” the ministry, and
stand “united” on the face of local threats. Did not the foreign
Missionaries leave the congregations and huge Church
buildings with Indian leadership, though our standards
were far below theirs? People grow when they are trusted.
It’s always safer to transfer the ownership of our immovable
properties to the local tribal congregations. The defects of
the disciples were simply too many when Jesus left them
with the Great Commission (Mt 28:17-20; Mk 16:11-15;
Lk 24:25,48). Even in a city like Crete, which was full of
liars, beastly men and lazy gluttons, Titus was able to
appoint Elders for leadership (Tit 1:5,12). Away with
colonialism in our independent Motherland! The
Missionaries who planted these Churches can visit them
periodically for encouragement and guidance (Acts
14:21,22; 15:36). Missionary Paul sent letters to the
Churches which he could not visit personally due to
wearisome journeys or frequent imprisonment.

The Southerners’ dominance on the North Indian field
Churches due to financial supremacy is not relished. (I am
an Indian Christian from Tamilnadu). With the registration
of several Indian Missions in the Southern States, if the
Government insists on local registration for the functioning
of the new Churches, we will be in trouble. God can use



even a non-Christian government to drive us to follow
Biblical pattern! The national approval rating today for Prime
Minister Modi is near 70%. The central control of field
Churches is unscriptural. We need not repeat the mistakes
of our first generation leaders. Church growth will be faster
when the believers themselves of the new congregations
start evangelising their kith and kin and communities (1
Thess 1:8-10). The Church that grows by “additions” will
start growing by “multiplication” when each one reaches
one (Acts 9:31; 12:24; 19:20). Sheep, not Shepherds, litter!
I never grow tired of quoting Missionary Evangelist T.L.
Osborn (1923-2013): “The laymen will write the last chapter
of Church history!”

(6) Thanks to the one who coined the words,
“Tentmaking Missionaries.” By this we understand the
voluntary movement of Spirit-filled believers in secular jobs
from the reasonably well-evangelised regions to least-
evangelised areas on request transfer or for new jobs. Such
State-to-State migration with families, when both the
spouses are career-people, is more easily said than done,
unless circumstances place them in Egypt like Joseph or
in Babylon like Daniel. The ultimate answer would be in a
Heaven-sent revival in the existing Churches which would
propel each member to personal soulwinning and
neighbourhood evangelism. To realise this, the preachers
in States like Tamilnadu, Andhra and Kerala must cut short
their itinerant programmes in these States and invest their
time in the Northern Churches to labour for a spiritual
awakening. These three States at present are somewhat

overcrowded with pulpiteers. Kingdom-builders, and not
personal empire-builders, would heed this call to brighten
up Bharat!

The South-India-based Missions can consider shifting
their headquarters to the Hindi belt to create a wider sphere
of influence and give their entire organisations a national
flavour. The hq of Gospel Echoing Missionary Society
(GEMS) is in Bihar, the graveyard of missionaries, and that
of Maharashtra Village Ministries (MVM) is in Nagpur, the
hq of RSS. The Tamil Brothers, Augustine Jebakumar and
Kulothungan, the leaders of these two Missions, can advise
us if we think of such a move. Let us bury our ego and
learn from others. No organisation is complete in itself.

(7) During the current crisis the economy has tripped
from slowdown to shutdown. The worst affected is the lower
income group. The Indian Missionaries belong to this
category. It is questionable whether even the Minimum
Wages Act is followed in Indian Missions. Churches boast
of sending to the Missions an amount of Rs. 5000/- or a
little more per month for sponsoring one Missionary. Is
this the average monthly income of the Church members?
No wonder there’s a slump in the number of Missionary
applicants. With the skyrocketing prices of essential
commodities, the salaries of Missionaries must be
substantially increased, even doubled. Already most of them
are in heavy debts. They have either drawn huge sums as
advance from their Missions or borrowed from outsiders to
meet the educational and marriage expenses of their sons
and daughters. There are those who receive practically
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nothing from the Mission when they retire because of
deductions for the advances. Widows undergo untold
suffering with their salaries cut into half following the death
of their spouses. The so-called pension to the retired
Missionaries is not sufficient even to pay the house rent.
Old-age health problems add to the misery. I’m reserving
the other points for a future article, to be titled, “Sufferings
of Indian Missionaries.”

I have been advising Missions for quite many years not
to go on increasing the staff strength but limit it to 300 to
500. Let there be two or three Missions with 300 staff each
instead of the one with 1000. My words fell on deaf ears.
Folks thought I was lacking faith. We must not mistake
presumption for faith (Lk 14:28-33). Mismanagement has
become the badge of several of our organisations. Any
Mission that doesn’t have a rainy-day reserve for atleast
two or three months, for staff salaries and other regular
expenses, is oversized. Do not quote the “daily bread” prayer
against me. I need more space to prove my point. I believe
in family planning. Don’t you? If you have already grown
too large, breaking it into two or three manageable units is
not a bad idea. It will pave way for several new leaders to
emerge. It is not easy to mobilize huge funds after the
challenging voices of the charismatic founding leaders die
out. Who can say that God’s hand was not behind the
Government in banning foreign contributions? (Job 12:9).
I appeal to all Mission leaders to have in-house
brainstorming sessions with their senior staff and key
supporters to take appropriate steps lest we plunge into
irreversible situations. May God bless you with prophetic

voices when you gather for discussions (Acts 15:13-17). Be
open to any change for the better. Blessed are the flexible;
for they shall not be broken!

(8) The Church-Missions relationship is still strained.
The fault is primarily on the Missions. To start with, we
said that we are not a “substitute” but only a “supplement”
to the Church. Do our present activities prove this? Do the
Mission leaders approach Pastors for concurrence before
appointing one of their congregational members as a Prayer
Group Leader or a Fund Mobilizer or a District/Regional
Coordinator of the Mission? Don’t we get upset when one
of the keypersons of our Mission gets involved in another
ministry also? Do we volunteer to train the youngsters of
local congregations for neighbourhood evangelism? If your
pastor is not missionary-minded, it’s “your” responsibility
as a Mission-mobilizer to make him so. Missionary-
mindedness is more than financial contribution. Back-door
entrance does not please our Chief Shepherd (Jn 10:1). An
open dialogue of Mission leaders with Church authorities
would help ease the tension. The Government looks at both
the Churches and Para-Church organisations as a single
group. It may tighten up rules in the coming days. Churches
and Missions would badly need each other in the
forthcoming difficult days. Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 is applicable
not only to individuals but also to institutions, more so for
Churches and Missions. Though a Mission-person, I would
unhesitantly say, “Churches don’t exist for Missions, but
Missions are for Churches!” The Church is the building,
whereas the Missions are a scaffolding. The closer we get
to this understanding, the better it would be for both.
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Missions must labour for revival in the Churches. Our
Periodicals must not simply be a promotional material. They
should serve solid meat to any reader.

It’s encouraging that Pastors’ Fellowships and Missions’
Fellowships are functioning in several cities and towns,
though the attendance in these gatherings is poor. Besides
these separate gatherings, there can be common gatherings
of Church representatives and Mission representatives,
atleast once in two months. Paul needs Peter, and Peter
needs Paul. Mutual appreciation is a mark of maturity (2
Pet 3:14-16; Gal 2:7-9). I recall Annan Emil Jebasingh’s
Tamil song: “Dark days are ahead; the level of unity among
us will decide our victory or defeat!” Just before his Homecall
in 2013 at the age of 72, while in the CMC Hospital, Vellore,
he whispered to me his growing burden to gather about
twenty senior servants of God in India to wait before Him,
without any agenda, to understand His mind for the future
years of His work in this Nation (Acts 13:1,2). I wish this
happens!
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What next?

What next? Are we marching towards the end of the
world? Would things get better or worse? These and many
such questions bombard our minds during these months
of chaos caused by Coronavirus. I dare to write this article
under this title because I have an old Bible in my hand!

I belong to the minority which believes that the Bible is
the Word of God. It’s a volume of 66 books, 1189 chapters,
and over 30,000 verses. Over 8000 of these verses contain
predictive prophecy. This means, approximately 25% of the
Bible foretells future events. That’s why the Bible is also
called the “Word of Prophecy” (2 Pet 1:19-21) or the
“Prophetic Scriptures” (Rom 16:26).

We come across so many references to plagues in the
Bible. The first one was what God sent to King Pharaoh
and his family when he took Abraham’s wife because of
her beauty (Gen 12:14-17). Then we read about the ten
plagues God sent upon Egypt when King Pharaoh hardened
his heart and would not release the Hebrew people from
bondage (Ex 7-12; Josh 24:5). God struck the people of
Israel with a very great plague when they were not satisfied
with His miraculous provision in the desert but turned in
their hearts to Egypt (Num 11:33; Acts 7:39). There were
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plagues in the times of kings and prophets. King Solomon
refers to plagues in his prayer of dedication of the temple
(2 Chr 6:28). The famous 91st Psalm promises protection
from any plague for the one who trusts in the Lord God as
his refuge and fortress (vv1,2,10). Finally the Book of
Revelation speaks of so many plagues to be sent on earth
as expressions of God’s wrath (Rev 6:17; 16:1; 19:15).

The Biblical history presents plagues as an expression
of God’s fierce displeasure (Lev 26:25; Num 25:8,9; Dt
28:15,20-22; Jer 29:18,19; 34:17; Ezek 5:11,12). The
prophets announced plagues as God’s judgment. They were
withdrawn in answer to repentance and prayer (Ex 8:12,13;
Num 16:46-48; 2 Sam 24:25; Psa 106:28-31). Plagues are
powerful attention-getters! C. S. Lewis (1898-1963), a
Christian thinker, writes, “God whispers to us in our
pleasure, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pain;
it is His megaphone to rouse a deaf world!”

When the disciples asked Jesus, “What will be the sign
of Your coming, and of the end of the age?”, one of the
signs He listed was “pestilences” along with wars and
famines (Mt 24:3,7). So many plagues erupted beginning
with AD 165. Here are some of them: Antonine Plague of
AD 165-180 in which 50,00,000 people died; Justinian
Plague, AD 541-542, 10,00,00,000; Japanese Smallpox,
AD 735-737, 10,00,000; Black Death, AD 1331-1352,
20,00,00,000; Cholera, AD 1846-1860, 10,000; Russian
Flu, 1889-1894, 10,00,000; Spanish Flu, AD 1918,
10,00,00,000;  Ebola, AD 2014-2016, 11,000; and so on.
These figures gathered from various sources may not be

accurate, but the devastation is appalling. Now we have
Coronavirus (COVID-19) which is sweeping the nations.
The figures are already alarming. Will this be the last
pandemic? I wish it is, but very unlikely! The worst is yet
to be, perhaps!

Christians in each of the above periods of various plagues
would have thought that they had come to the end of the
world. But the words of Jesus are clear when He was
predicting famines, wars and pestilences: Mt 24:6,8, “The
end is not yet ... All these are the beginning of sorrows!”
Are we not then living in the last days? These are definitely
the last days, but we must understand when the “last days”
began. It’s Jesus who inaugurated the last days by His
first coming: Heb 1:1,2, “God, who at various times and in
different ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the
prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son.”
Read also Galatians 4:4,5 and 1 Peter 1:20,21. When the
Holy Spirit descended on the early disciples, Apostle Peter
pointed out that it was “last days,” quoting Prophet Joel
(Acts 2:17,18; Joel 2:28,29). If those were the “last days”
according to Peter, we are living at the end of the last days.
Yes, the Gospel era is the last days. This is the age of Grace.
These are the days of opportunity for unbelievers to believe
the Gospel; and the days of responsibility for believers to
proclaim the Gospel. The climax of the last days will be the
“Day of the Lord” or simply “The Day” or the “Day of God”
(1 Thess 5:2; 1 Cor 3:13-15; Rom 13:11,12; 2 Pet 3:11-
13). This is also referred to as the “Day of our Lord Jesus
Christ” (1 Cor 1:8; 5:5; 2 Cor 1:14; Phil 1:10; 2:16).
According to the Old Testament usage, the “Day of the Lord”
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refers to the final judgment (Joel 2:1-11; 3:14-21; Mal 4:5).
According to Apostle John, we are in the “last hour” (1 Jn
2:18). Prophet Leonard Ravenhill (1907-1994) writes that
we are living in the “last minutes!”

The question of the disciples to Jesus had three parts
(Mt 24:3): (1) “When will these things be?” (2) “What will be
the sign of Your coming?” (3) “What will be the sign of the
end of the age?” We, who are living after over twenty
centuries since these questions were asked, combine all
the three questions as one, “What next?” The answer of
Jesus to the disciples is pretty long. It is given in two long
chapters with totally about 100 verses (Mt 24 & 25). Dear
friends, do take time to read through these two all-important
chapters a couple of times to understand what Jesus wants
us to know about the endtime. Various interpretations have
been given by Bible scholars and commentators some of
which are diametrically opposite to each other. I for one
who would like to get the spirit of the passages instead of
dwelling on the disputes and differences over the details.
Jesus has not neatly tabulated His answer to these three
questions in serial order. There are certainly some mixing-
up and overlapping. It was not a presentation in a lecture
hall but a conversational answer on a mountain (24:1).

 The first sentence of Jesus in His 100-verse long
answer is, “Take heed that no one deceives you” (Mt 24:4).
So many things would happen, some of which are
understandable and others ununderstandable. But the
most important thing is that we must escape DECEPTION.
Jesus predicted that there would be “many” false Christs

and “many” false prophets (vv5,11). They would show
“great” signs and wonders (v24). And “many” would be
deceived (vv5,11). This would include “even the elect” (v24).
Words cannot be stronger and warnings severer.

Doctrinal deception has been there in Christendom in
every generation, but it has reached heights in our times.
This endtime apostasy was predicted pointedly by the
Apostles. Paul wrote, “Now the Spirit explicitly says that in
latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to
deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons” (1 Tim 4:1). “The
time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine,
but according to their own desires, because they have
itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers;
and they will turn their ears from the truth, and be turned
aside to fables” (2 Tim 4:3,4). Read 2 Peter 2 & 3 for Peter’s
warnings, and 1 John 2:18-27; 2 John 7-11 for John’s
warnings. The only way to safeguard ourselves from the
endtime doctrinal deception is to stick to the Scriptures.
While bothered by so many voices from so-called prophets
disturbing our equilibrium, we have Apostle Peter here to
whom Jesus gave the keys of the Kingdom and upon whose
rocky foundation of revelation Jesus builds His Church:
“We also have the prophetic Word made more sure, which
you do well to heed as a light that shines in a dark place,
until the Day dawns and the Morning Star rises in your
hearts ... prophecy of Scripture” (2 Pet 1:19-21).

Deception starts where and when personal meditation
of the Bible and pulpit Bible teaching are not placed first
among spiritual activities. For example, we have so many
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6-hour, 8-hour or even 24-hour prayer programmes.
Wonderful, but do we have such lengthy sessions for solid
Bible study and Bible teaching? This is a dangerous
imbalance. During the days of revival, rebuilding and
reformation, under the ministry of Ezra and Nehemiah,
the reading and exposition of God’s Book were for six hours,
and confession and worship for the next six hours (Neh
9:3). We have all-night prayers, but the early Church had
all-night Bible-study (Acts 20:7-11). The  four secrets of
the exceptional strength and the exponential growth of the
early Church are listed in Acts 2:42: “Teaching, Fellowship,
Breadbreaking, Prayers.” Do you notice which comes first?
“Teaching!” Those who sat under an year-long Bible
teaching were the ones first called Christians (11:26). Dear
Christian friends, do not attend too many meetings. In your
hectic weekly schedule, just one Sunday morning service
would do. Spend Sunday afternoons for Bible study, if
possible with Study Bibles. Cut short watching Christian
TV programmes. Too much of  unscriptural stuff! In your
private devotional hour(s) also, divide the time equally
between Bible meditation and prayer. Let “your” words be
few in God’s presence; hear more and speak less (Eccl
5:1,2). Take this as an endtime exhortation for your own
safety. Prayerless study will be dry; studyless prayer is
dangerous.

Several Preachers or Prophets will come to you claiming
that God has revealed to them new mysteries. Shut the
door on their faces even if they appear angelic (Gal 1:8).
There is no mystery that has not already been revealed to
the Apostles and recorded in the Scriptures. (1) The

“Mystery of the Church” is that both is the Jews and non
Jews would be baptised into one Body, the Church (Eph
3:1-6,9). (2) The “Mystery of Second Coming” is about how
our mortal bodies would put on immortality at the Return
of Christ (1 Cor 15:51-54). (3) The “Mystery of Iniquity” is
about the full development of Satanic plan that’s already
at work (2 Thess 2:7-10). (4) The “Mystery of Israel” is about
their final restoration (Rom 11:25-27). (5) The “Mysteries
of the Kingdom” are outlined in the seven Parables of Jesus
in Matthew 13. They cover the period of time between
Christ’s first Advent and the second Advent. (6) The
“Mystery of the Faith” refers to the Church age doctrine
taught by the Apostles in the New Testament especially by
Paul who had abundance of revelations (1 Tim 3:9; 2 Cor
12:1,7).  (7) The “Mystery of Godliness” is about the life of
Christ, from birth to ascension, that must be manifest in
and through His Church (1 Tim 3:14-16). We don’t need
anything more than these. Stop where the Bible stops. Be
silent where the Bible is silent. Don’t even think beyond
“what is written” (1 Cor 4:6). Secret things belong to God,
not to us (Dt 29:29). Do not add anything, alter anything,
or avoid anything (Rev 22:18,19). The “Amen” of the Book
of Revelation ends Biblical revelations which only we are
obliged to believe (Rev 22:21). Stay within the Biblical
boundary; otherwise the Old Serpent will bite you (Eccl
10:8b). Even the created heavens and earth will pass away,
but not the Word of God. This is a statement in the answer
of Jesus to His disciples (Mt 24:35). See also 2 Peter 3:10.

The chief purpose of prophetic gift today is to interpret
the Bible relevantly and present it forthrightly to men for
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“edification, exhortation and comfort” (1 Cor 14:3; Acts
15:32). If God reveals to any of His servants specifically a
forthcoming catastrophe, he must communicate it to the
national and global and Church leaders accordingly, and
publicize the prediction through public media for readiness
and preparedness to handle the crisis (Gen 41:25-40; Jer
19:1-3; Jonah 3; Acts 11:27-30; Mt 10:27). Otherwise God’s
revelation to that person is wasted.

 While dwelling on the question, “What next?”, we
cannot ignore the role of Israel in God’s prophetic calendar.
Romans 9,10 & 11 are the Chapters in the New Testament
which deal with the future of Israel. Read it leisurely. Here
in a nutshell is what we Christians are supposed to know
about Israel. The Israelites, His own people, rejected Jesus
and crucified Him (Jn 1:11; Acts 2:22,23). The Apostles
turned to the non-Jews when the Jews rejected the Gospel
(Acts 13:46,47). The Jews have religious zeal but not
according to God’s revelation (Rom 10:1-3). Nevertheless
there were always “some” Jews who believed (Acts 2:36,37;
13:43,45). The same is the case today (Rom 11:4,5). The
Bible speaks of all Israel turning to Christ at the national
level (11:25-27). This is to fulfill the Abrahamic covenant
(vv28-36). This is God’s wisdom that cannot be fathomed
(v33). This return of Jews to Jerusalem has already started;
but the return to Jesus at the national level is yet to happen.
Our responsibility is to pray for Israel like Moses (Ex 32:32),
like Jesus (Lk 19:41), and like Paul (Rom 9:1-3). The peace
of Jerusalem should be one of our prayer points (Psa
122:6-8). But beloved, don’t be overoccupied with the
matters of Israel. God’s main focus today is not Israel but

the Church. Overenthusiasm in pilgrimage to Israel, putting
up Christian buildings in Jerusalem, and such activities
can sidetrack us from God’s chief purpose on earth.

 In His answer to the disciples concerning endtimes,
Jesus dwelt at length on Tribulation and His Return (Mt
24:15-44). This passage has 30 verses! The number of
prophecies in the Bible about Christ’s First Coming is a
little over 100, whereas there are about 300 prophecies
about His Second Coming. Christians differ widely in their
understanding of the the chronology (order) as well as the
character (nature) of the the events connected with the
Second Advent like Tribulation, Millennium, Judgment, etc.
There are sincere and faithful Bible Teachers strongly
differing in their positions regarding the sequence of these
events. There are Bible texts which can be interpreted to
suit each of these positions. This has divided Christians
like no other doctrine! I believe that the certainity of Christ’s
Return is more important than the chronology or the
character of various events connected with it. Christ is
coming “surely” and “quickly” (Rev 22:20). We have no
control whatsoever over the order as well as the nature of
these endtime (eschatological) events. That’s God’s
prerogative. What’s required of us is that we prepare
ourselves today for tomorrow. Here are some specific areas
of preparation —

(a) “Without holiness, no one can see the Lord” (Heb
12:14). The earth will be destroyed by fire when “the Lord
will come as a thief in the night” (2 Pet 3:10).  After foretelling
this global holocaust, Apostle Peter challenges us, “Since
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all these things will be destroyed, what manner of persons
you must be in holy conduct and godliness!” (v11). When
we meet the Lord, we shall be changed into His very
likeness. Everyone who has this hope in Him must purify
himself, just as He is pure (1 Jn 3:2,3).

(b) While listing out the signs of His coming and the end
of the age, Jesus foretold, “Because lawlessness will
abound, the love of many will grow cold” (Mt 24:12). Apostle
Paul added “In the last days perilous times will come: for
men will be ... unloving, unforgiving ...” (2 Tim 3:1-5).
Apostle James has admonished us, “Do not grumble against
one another, Brothers, lest you be condemned. Behold,
the Judge is standing at the door” (Js 5:9). The question,
whether or not there would be a Rapture, has ruptured
the relationship among believers! Sad!

(c) Jesus predicted that love of money and love of
pleasure would characterize the endtime: Lk 17:26-30, “As
it was in the days of Noah, so it will be also in the day of
the Son of Man: They ate, they drank, they married wives,
they were given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered
the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them. Likewise
as it was also in the days of Lot: They ate, they drank, they
bought, they sold, they planted, they built; but on the day
that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire ... and destroyed
them all. Even so will it be in the day when the Son of Man
is revealed.” What an exact picture of our world of today!
Night life, Parties, Bars, Restaurants, Malls, Skyscrapers,
Fashion Industries, and so on. Overenjoyment of even
legitimate pleasures should be out because “the time is

short” (1 Cor 7:29-31). The Prosperity Message is the Gospel
according to Lucifer which counteracts the teaching of
Christ and the Apostles. We are warned against hoarding
of wealth in the last days (Js 5:3).

(d) Jesus emphasized faithfulness in stewardship in His
Olivet Discourse. He illustrated it by the Parable of the
Servants (Mt 24:45-51), and the Parable of Talents (25:14-
30). Whether it is secular work or spiritual ministry, God
expects us to be hardworking and faithful. Laziness and
sluggishness should be out from those who look forward
to Christ’s coming. Because of Paul’s repeated emphasis
on the Return of  Christ in his First Letter to the
Thessalonian Church (1:9,10; 2:19; 3:12,13; 4:13-17; 5:23),
some believers became careless and casual in their work.
He rebuked them sharply in his Second Letter, saying, “If
anyone will not work, neither shall he eat” (3:6-12). In the
Parable of Talents, everyone was given at least one talent.
If we don’t pour ourselves into whatever task God has
assigned to us, we are “wicked and lazy,” fit only for hell
(Mt 25:14-30).

(e) There’s no one without suffering in this world. The
present crisis created by Coronavirus has shown no
partiality between the rich and the poor, the educated and
the illiterate, the civilized and the primitive. It has not
differentiated between advanced nations or backward
countries either. According to Apostle Paul, “The whole
creation groans and labours with birthpangs together until
now” (Rom 8:22). Even the Spirit-filled believers are not an
exception (v23). God is our Father, and we as His children
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can go to Him anytime for help in any suffering. But we
must remember that the sufferings of this present time
are not worthy to be compared with the future glory (v18).
Jesus is preparing a place for us in His Father’s house
where there are many mansions. He will soon come back
to take us home to the Heavenly Abode (Jn 14:1-3). Let’s
therefore cheer up!

(f) Christ gave the Great Commission in the first century
to preach the Gospel to every man and every woman (Mt
28:18-20). The early disciples did their best to evangelize
their generation. Down through the centuries, Missionaries
have gone all over the world carrying the Gospel and planted
Churches in every nation. We are at the final phase of world
evangelisation. The harvest is still plenty. The labourers
are not sufficient. “Now is the accepted time! Now is the
day of salvation!” (2 Cor 6:2). Christ is delaying His return
just in order that everyone may be given sufficient time to
repent of his sins and believe on Him for eternal salvation
(2 Pet 3:9). Let’s pray more, give more, sacrifice more and
labour more to reach the unreached and the unchurched
of our generation. In the Olivet Discourse, Jesus assuredly
said, “This Gospel of the Kingdom will be preached in all
the world... and then the end will come” (Mt 24:14).

(g) The only Prophet whom Jesus referred to in His Olivet
Discourse, that too by designation, was Daniel (Mt 24:15;
Mk 13:14; Lk 21:20). Bible scholars encourage us to study
the Book of Daniel and the Book of Revelation together.
According to Daniel, one of the chief signs of the endtime
is the knowledge explosion: Dan 12:4b, “Many shall run

to and fro, and knowledge shall increase.” God is not against
knowledge. As the Omniscient God, He is the source of all
knowledge and wisdom (Js 1:5). But any knowledge that
excludes Him is perverted (Prov 1:7). There is an indirect
reference to the fall of Lucifer in God’s message to the Prince
of Tyre: Ezek 28:17, “Your heart was proud because of
your beauty; you corrupted your wisdom for the sake of
your splendor; I cast you to the ground.” God told him that
he was even “wiser than Daniel!” (vv3-5). Thank God for
science and technology. But when man begins to worship
them, the Creator God’s anger is stirred, and He will make
him realize his nothingness. This is what the Coronavirus
has taught us! Prophet Jeremiah warns us of three things
we must not boast of: “Wisdom, Strength, Riches” (Jer
9:23,24). The first one is wisdom! We are getting close to
“that day” when the proud looks and haughtiness of men
shall be humbled and bowed down so “the Lord alone be
exalted” (Isa 2:11,17). What are super-powers before the
Supra-power?

(h) The Parable of the Ten Virgins finds ample space in
Jesus’ answer to the question, “What next?” (Mt 25:1-13).
Various interpretations have been given to this Parable,
and each has its merit. My simple understanding is based
on the moral Jesus taught through the Parable: “Watch
therefore: for you know neither the day nor the hour in
which the Son of Man is Coming” (v13). Not just five but all
the ten virgins slumbered and slept while the Bridegroom
was delayed (v5). This is more or less the condition of all
the Churches. Some are slumbering, some are sleeping,
and some are snoring! I understand the “midnight cry” to
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the virgins as the final Revival (vv6,7). To the first of the
seven Churches in the Book of Revelation, Jesus introduced
Himself as the One walking in the midst of the seven
Churches (Rev 2:1). When we come to the seventh Church,
He is standing outside knocking for an entrance (3:20).
Here’s a picture of the backsliding of the Church from the
first century to the present time. But the good news is that
Christ has not given up on any of the Churches, under
whatever denominational label they may function. The
wake-up call is to every Church including the spiritual
Ephesian Church: “Awake, you who sleep, arise from the
dead, and Christ will give you light” (Eph 5:14). I believe
that, before the Return of Christ, God will send us “Another
Revival” with an unprecedented outpouring of the Spirit
resulting in an unusual ingathering of souls (Acts 2:16-21).
Say, Amen!

(i) Jesus ends His long answer with the subject of charity
(Mt 25:31-46). He calls Himself as the “King” on the Throne
(vv31,34,40). He divides the people as sheep and goats.
The sheep are those who fed the hungry, quenched the
thirsty, accomodated the homeless, clothed the clotheless,
visited the sick and the imprisoned. The goats are those
who did none of these things though they saw all these
poor and needy people. The sheep inherit eternal life, but
the goats rush to hell. Without commenting on this passage,
I want to close this Chapter asking myself, “Am I a sheep
or a goat?”
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