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INTRODUCTION

One good thing about the latest homosexual marriage legislation is….  We can now put 
away politics and get on with Evangelism.  The homosexual contingent of society has been 
pushed into a ghetto around which we have wanted to build a fence, and all of our 
engagement with them is one of militant legislation and a media shouting match.  This has 
hindered the gospel to an extremely broken and needy people group.  I am not happy about
the legalization of homosexual marriage, it is my duty as a Christian to be a prophetic voice 
that tells the world of God’s norm for humanity and to call them to repentance and salvation
in Christ.  The trouble is that the church has gotten very hung up on being the prophetic 
voice and has not moved to the gospel call.  The church has picked up their pickets and 
taken to the streets in angry protest projecting an attitude of hatred and not compassion.  

I am feeling this tension within myself.  I am of a generation and culture that has been very 
sheltered against these things.  I have grown up in Christianized cultures that have 
characterised homosexuality as a mental illness, and a thing that only happens to bad 
people who have done bad things to deserve those desires.  Not applying my belief in total 
depravity of all people I have allowed for a category of us and them not recognizing 
homosexuality as just another form of sexual sin.  All sin is unnatural in that it breaks God’s 
law, homosexuality also violates natural law, but so does divorce, child abuse, bestiality, 
adultery, etc.  I don’t know about you but I have felt a definite shift in gear.  Homosexuality 
is no longer something out there that is neatly categorized that I no longer need to engage 
with as I happily allow all sorts of misconceptions, stereotypes, and pharisaic attitudes.  Our 
government have failed and we are now going to see more and more homosexuals in the 
home, work place and church.  Sadly many Christians are not equipped to engage with 
them, if they ever have an opportunity to meet someone who is homosexual they will feel 
tempted to wave their pickets resorting to pre-legalization, reactionary protestations.  If we 
fail to see them as the bible describes them then we will continue to perpetuate many 
mistakes and fail to seize a gospel opportunity.  It is time for a paradigm shift, if we fail to 
think biblically we will feel the desire to withdraw into our own ghettos in fear leaving 
ourselves, our children and our churches incapable of engaging with the issues.  It is time to
snap out of a political mindset into an evangelistic one, it is time to speak the truth in love.

Today I would like us to consider John 4 where Christ engages with the Samaritan woman 
as a model of compassionate engagement as we speak the truth in love.



Compassion

The Samaritans were hated by the orthodox Jew.  The Samaritans were the 10 Northern 
tribes mixed with other Gentile nations.  They had their own twisted religion based on the 
first five books of the bible and a rival place of worship to the Temple.  They were 
considered unclean and to be avoided.  The fact that Jesus was willing to go through 
Samaria, speak to a Samarian woman in a life of sin, and to even receive a drink from her 
put Him at odds with the ordinary Pharisaic practice of separation.  The racial tension behind
this story fits well with the issues that we face as we seek to minister to those trapped in 
homosexuality.  The prevailing legalistic atmosphere in first century Judaism, its attitudes of 
disgust, hatred hiding behind apparent holiness, separation in order to preserve holiness and
institutionalised bigotry are helpful for us.  The prayers of hatred against Samaritans in the 
synagogue cursing them, sound just like some legalistic Christians who are happy gay 
people are going to hell, thinking that they are somehow better than they are.  We are all 
Pharisees at heart and we are all prone to hide our hypocritical revulsion (for we all do 
things we find disgusting) and prejudice behind religious facades.  We are all graceless 
animals who forget that all sinners are equally undeserving and segregate against those we 
perceive to be less deserving and worse than ourselves.  In Evangelical Christianity we have 
political aggression as a first line of attack, an ‘us and them’ view of sin, and a prosperity 
gospel type of triumphalism that promises quick cures for sexual desires.  

John chapter 4 is very interesting.  When taken together with chapter 3 we see two sinners, 
Nicodemus the Pharisee and the woman at the well.  They both think they are ok spiritually 
and they both misunderstand the issues upon first engagement, they have a type of 
literalism which obscures the truth.  Nicodemus fixates on being born literally and the 
woman upon actual water not eternal life.  Putting these two very different people side by 
side and showing that they are both unsaved is a very important foundation for our 
discussion.  The very religious as well as the lifestyle sinner are both in need of grace and 
salvation.  None have within themselves the ability to save themselves.  Both are under 
judgement, and if any are saved, we are all saved by grace not because we are any better.  
Homosexuals are not less deserving of salvation than you!  But you might say to me ‘Nick, 
isn’t homosexual sin more serious the other sins based on Romans 1:24-27 and other 
verses?’  On a social level there may be stronger consequences for homosexuality but when 
Paul describes homosexual practices in Romans 1 it is the first of many other sins listed 
which flow from a debased mind (1:28-29).  Paul goes on to list another 22 sins that are the
result of a debased mind including sins like envy, being haughty, gossiping and being 
disobedient to parents.  All sin is unnatural in that is violates God’s law.  In fact we see that 
Jesus in fact makes the sin of Sodom less than the religious sins of the Jews who rejected 
Christ.  Matthew 11:23-24, ‘And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? You will be 
brought down to Hades. For if the mighty works done in you had been done in Sodom, it 
would have remained until this day. 24 But I tell you that it will be more tolerable on the day
of judgment for the land of Sodom than for you."  It is serious to reject the truth of God 
found in nature, but Christ says it is more serious to reject Christ.  We must allow these 
other thoughts break down the prejudice that we have developed from many years of being 
insulated from these needy people.



Someone might want to ask next, ‘But, Nick isn’t homosexual desire the result of a 
judgement from God, and only the bad people are cursed with it?’  Yes and no!  this 
question is the same as the question about suffering and sin and we need to be careful.  
Just as suffering can be the direct result of our won sin it can also be the result of others 
sins and part of our fallen condition.  Likewise homosexual desire may be for some the 
consequences of some of their own actions, but there are others who experience the sinful 
desires unbidden.  We need to be careful to recognise that not all who suffer these desires 
are reaping what they have sown but are simply wrestling with one expression of the 
depravity that lives within us all.  Remember the man born blind in John 9:2-3, ‘And his 
disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" 3 
Jesus answered, "It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God 
might be displayed in him.’  To try and be the prophet who can always make the direct 
connection between a person’s sins and its consequences is a legalistic tendency we must 
avoid and not allow it to cause us to shun people as if criminals.    

The compassion of Christ is seen in many aspects of this story.  Firstly, Jesus does not avoid 
the place that sinners live.  The Jews would ordinarily take a long route around Samaria in 
order to avoid it; Jesus does not avoid the country of Samaria.  If you see a homosexual 
person must you walk on the other side of the street, or leave the shop, or change jobs?  
No!  Proximity to sinners does not make a person unclean.  Jesus teaches us this in Mark 
7:14-23, and just to make the point, Jesus after having stated this travels to Tyre and Sidon 
in Phoenicia and there healed the Syrophoenician’s daughter.  

Secondly, Jesus reached out to the sinner.  The woman came to the well at midday; this is 
significant because ordinarily you would get water in the cool of the day.  You would only 
come when it was hottest if you wanted to avoid meeting any other women at the well.  
This woman was a lifestyle sinner, she had been with five men, and was cohabiting with a 
sixth.  She was a broken woman who had a life of abuse and pain, she was empty and 
needy.  Jesus knew all this; it is revealed in v17-18 that He had intimate knowledge of her 
situation.  Jesus would have been dressed as a Jew and He was a man, for this reason the 
woman is silent and Jesus begins the conversation with a politically incorrect request, v7-9, 
‘A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give me a drink." 8 (For his 
disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, 
"How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?" (For Jews have 
no dealings with Samaritans.)’  
Rosaria Butterfield was once a lesbian English professor.  She wrote an article against the 
Christian parachurch group Promise keepers.  She received a lot of mail in response; she 
divided it into two groups.  Hate mail from Christians who insulted her, called down 
judgement upon her, and ranted at her; as well as fan mail from those who praised her 
article.  But in all the mail there was one letter from a Reformed pastor, Ken Smith.  He 
wrote out of concern and asked a lot of questions that she had never asked herself before 
about worldview and assumptions.  The tone of the letter was gentle and invited her to 
contact him if she would be willing.  She did not know what to do with the letter because it 
did not fit into the category of hate mail and so she had it on her desk for a whole week not



knowing what to do with it, sometimes throwing it away and them retrieving it from the 
trash.  Finally she called him and accepted an invitation to have a meal with he and his wife,
Floy.  To cut a long story short after 2 years Rosaria was converted and is now a 
homeschooling, pastor’s wife who adopts and fosters kids.  The point is that this very 
different approach of reaching out to her set Ken’s response apart from the typical religious 
responses and made a bridge for her to come to salvation.  Christ is building this bridge with
the woman from Samaria.  The Pharisee would have made his indignation felt, Christ treated
her like a person not a leper.  

V10 is a startling verse, perhaps the most startling in this whole passage in its relevance to 
engaging with homosexuals, ‘Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is
that is saying to you, 'Give me a drink,' you would have asked him, and he would have given
you living water."’  At this point she is not seeing clearly but we can.  And what we need to 
see is not only the offer of eternal life, but the Holy King before whom angels fall and cover 
their eyes offering to serve a sinner.  Can you see His willingness to serve sinners, we can 
see it clearly in His willingness to become flesh and serve unto death, and we see it here as 
He offers to serve this social outcast.  Will you breakdown the walls of separation that have 
prevented you from serving homosexuals.  Christ is willing to reach out to them, to serve 
them, to speak to them, to save them, are you?  The anger and the fear which ordinarily 
drives our engagement must be replaced with this Christlike willingness.

Truth

Having reached out to the woman Christ now speaks to her emptiness, her sin and her bad 
theology.  In our anger and fear we usually get it the other way around; we normally lead 
with shouting the truth.  In v11-12 we see the woman raising her objections, ‘The woman 
said to him, "Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you 
get that living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and 
drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock."’  As with many spiritual discussions 
in our day the woman get caught up on the material, she focuses on the physical aspects of 
drawing water and how deep the well is.  You can imagine someone protesting the truth of 
Christianity by saying things like, ‘The bible is written by men;’ ‘Jesus was just a man;’ etc.  
Then her second objection is to think that the water she has from Jacob is better than what 
Christ is offering.  This is akin to people today saying, ‘I am happy and have a good life, I 
don’t need Christ, He is for people who need a crutch.’  So accustomed to her own 
experience she cannot conceive of something greater.  

Jesus clarifies what He meant by living water, v13-14, ‘Jesus said to her, "Everyone who 
drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give 
him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of 
water welling up to eternal life."’  Jesus speaks about offering something which she herself 
would have seen as out of her reach, eternal life.  She was a sinner, she was far from God, 
cut off even by society but Christ holds out the offer of life to her.  This is just like Is. 55:1-3
"Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, buy 
and eat!  Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.  Why do you spend 



your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy?  
Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food.  Incline 
your ear, and come to me; hear, that your soul may live; and I will make with you an 
everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David.’  Christ offers to quench the spiritual
thirst and hunger of an impoverished sinner for free.  It is an offer of grace extended to all.  

Christ knows of her deep need.  He knows of her emptiness.  And He offers the greatest gift
on offer, the transformation of a house of sin and emptiness into a temple where the Holy 
Spirit dwells.  A life of fullness of joy not the empty and hollow pleasures that enslave and to
which she has repeatedly fallen prey and is now a slave with no escape.  I have a very good
friend who has been a practising homosexual for many years and has a large community of 
friends still actively involved.  When he became a Christian they said to him, ‘You broke free,
well done.  You got out.’  They admit that their lives are empty, that they are enslaved, they 
recognise their need, and to them Christ offers life that is full, that overflows.  A Pharisee 
cannot see past their sin to their need; and cannot get past rejecting to invite.      

The woman is not yet clear, v15, ‘The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water, so that I 
will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water."’  She does not yet see what is being
offered and is still dwelling on the superficial plain of the discomfort of heat and physical 
thirst.  Jesus brings the conversation to a head by drawing attention to her sin that she 
might see what need He is in fact talking about, v16-18, ‘Jesus said to her, "Go, call your 
husband, and come here." 17 The woman answered him, "I have no husband." Jesus said to
her, "You are right in saying, 'I have no husband'; 18 for you have had five husbands, and 
the one you now have is not your husband. What you have said is true."’  Christ has been 
very compassionate and as He did with the rich young ruler His love leads Him to point out 
the sin in this woman’s life.  Jesus tells her to go get her husband, but she gives a half-truth
answer that she has no husband.  Jesus then presses her prophetically revealing her true 
track record and marital status laying her whole life of moral failure bare.  We know that 
Christ is not being lurid, nor is He being vindictive or triumphant.  Christ is being merciful 
and bringing her to see her true need of eternal life because her sin alienates her from God. 
He is not rubbing her nose in her sin trying to wring out the shame which controls her to 
isolate herself from ‘good’ people.  He is applying the truth of her condition faithfully and 
calling a spade a spade.  In being compassionate He does not withhold the truth about her 
sin to spare her feelings.  

She deflects from her sin with a theological argument about worship, v19-20, ‘The woman 
said to him, "Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 20 Our fathers worshiped on this 
mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship."’  She 
tries to withdraw from the exposure into the bunker of the racial divide.  In evangelising 
homosexuals you might encounter theological objections on their lips.  Today there are 
many books written to try and argue theology that homosexuality is part of God’s design, 
that is must be fine because God is love, or the OT is no longer the law by which we live.  
They may try to drag up the Liberal versus Evangelical interpretations to cloud the issue and
argue for legitimacy.  Jesus puts the matter straight about worship, v21-24, ‘Jesus said to 
her, "Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in 



Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22 You worship what you do not know; we worship 
what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, 
when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking
such people to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in 
spirit and truth."’  He tells the woman outright that she is wrong, that her interpretation of 
Scripture is wrong, and that the Jews have it right.  He also points her forward to the 
profound NT reality that His death will accomplish where earthly temples will be superseded 
by God dwelling in people and we all worshipping Him by the Spirit.  The discussion ends 
with Christ revealing His identity and this leads to salvation coming to many in the town 
where Jesus stayed another two days, v27-42.

We can distil Christ’s actions into two types compassion and truth.  In compassion He did 
not recoil but went into Samaria.  He did not remain silent but spoke about normal things to 
begin a conversation.  He refused to take offense as He was cast into stereotypical roles.  
He did not retort to the reverse racism thrown in His face.  He showed tact in drawing her 
into a conversation even when she did not seem interested in talking.  
Some have suggested that you should use questions to advance the discussion.  For 
example, if the comment is made that some people are just born gay.  You can say 
something like, ‘I am curious to hear more, do you think if something is genetic that it must 
be right?’  Or, ‘is all moral behaviour justifiable if it has a genetic link?’  This puts the burden 
of proof back on those on the attack.  This is not a mere tactic to manipulate the 
conversation it is a way to help the discussion forward to the most crucial differences 
between your two views. We must give common courtesy and perhaps the conversation will 
be over a number of conversations or even a period of two years as was the case with 
Rosaria Butterfield.  Whatever the length we must be available to minister and not scuttle 
the opportunity to minister in anger or fear.  
However, it is not only mere friendship evangelism where we try and win someone with 
actions.  They must hear in order to believe and their maybe wrong world views the need 
challenging and dismantling.  This means that you need to know your facts about what the 
bible teaches.  You may need a basic knowledge of the wrong ways people have tried to 
argue for it.  Rosaria Butterfield is particularly helpful in exposing the underlying 
assumptions in our language and thinking about homosexuality.  For example, Sigmund 
Freud is the root to define humanity in terms of sexual orientation.  This is a false definition 
of humanity for both are made in the image of God and in heaven we have no sexual 
relations, and this is when we are fully human.  Freud was also a child of German 
Romanticism and the underlying philosophy of this movement is that experience is the most 
reliable way to know the truth.  And so following Freud sexual identity is an amorphous 
thing that is finally shaped and determined by who we lust after.  And if we experience it, it 
must be real.  We must meet these lies head on, this view of the world assumes that we are
not men and women and that we are not sinners but that we are blank slates for the writing
on.  We likewise reject fatalistic model which see people as the sum total of nature or 
nurture or a combination of both.  We are created by God as men and woman, who also 
have sin that distorts the integrity of what we are but cannot erase what we are.  And just 
as Christ spoke about the emptiness of sin, the nature of sin as the breaking of God’s law 



and brought the truth to bear upon false conceptions of God, we too must speak the truth.  
For the truth sets one free.         
          

   
      


