
Introduction to The Synoptic Gospels 
(Part 2 of 6)

Having stated the purely literary considerations 
of this view, it is now possible to describe each 
of the steps in the formation of the first three 
gospels. This can be done with some degree 
of probability, but not with complete certainty. 

At the heart of the oral preaching of the 
apostles lies the ‘Kerygma’ proclaiming the 
redemptive death and resurrection of the 
Lord. Peter’s discourses in the Acts of the 
Apostles provide us with typical summaries 
of this apostolic preaching which would 
in practice have included more detailed 
narratives: principally the story of the Passion 
which must have assumed its stereotyped 
pattern very early, as the close similarity of 
the four gospel account shows, but also many 
anecdotes taken from the Master’s life, and 
throwing light on his person, his mission and 
his power, or else illustrating his teaching by 
means of some well-remembered episode, 
saying, miracle, pronouncement or parable, 
etc. In addition to the apostles themselves 
there were professional narrators like the 
evangelists (those who enjoyed a special 
charisma not limited to the writers of our four 
gospels; cf. Ac 21:8; Ep 4:11; 2 Tm 4:5), who 
tended to stereotype the anecdotes by constant 
repetition. Before long, and particularly when 

the witnesses who had been in touch with 
the events themselves began to disappear, 
measures would have been taken to commit this 
oral tradition to writing. Episodes originally 
narrated separately and independently of each 
other would naturally be grouped together 
either chronologically (e.g. Mk 1:16-39, the 
Day of Capernaum) or logically (e.g. Mk 
2:1 – 3:6, the Five Disputes); the groupings 
would be small at first, but would later grow 
into more extensive collections. This was 
the stage at which another author intervened 
who, according to tradition, which there is 
no reason to doubt, was Matthew the apostle. 
He was the first to compose a ‘gospel’ which 
drew together Christ’s deeds and words into 
a continuous narrative covering the early 
ministry of Jesus from baptism to resurrection. 
Shortly afterwards a ‘Collection’, of unknown 
authorship, appeared side by side with this early 
gospel; its purpose was to preserve sayings of 
the Lord which were either not contained in 
Matthew Aramaic, or were presented there 
in a different form. This early gospel and this 
Collection, both written in Aramaic, were 
soon put into Greek, and eventually various 
forms of these translations came into exist. 
Now Peter’s preaching of the catechesis (or 
‘instruction’) was probably based on the 
same Palestinian tradition that Matthew had 
committed to writing. Consequently, when 
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Sunset Mass : 5.30pm
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English),
  2.00pm (Cantonese), 4.00pm (English)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am and 5.30pm
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, followed by Mass)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily
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READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year A) Pg 201
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Come, Lord and save us.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK: MON 16 December 2019 - SAT 21 December 2019
MON: NM 24:2-7, 15-17A, MT 21:23-27 TUE: GN 49:2, 8-10, MT 1:1-174 WED: JER 23:5-8, 
MT 1:18-25 THU: JGS 13:2-7, 24-25A, LK 1:5-25 FRI: IS 7:10-14, LK 1:26-38 SAT: 
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15 December 2019 Year AThird Sunday of Advent

SPP Columbarium - To all the niche applicants & other persons concerned. The Parish Building 
is closed to the public for extensive renovation works which will include the columbarium. 
For the safety of the public, the columbarium will be closed. Subsequent niche blessings and 
internment of urns will take place on Saturdays (1.00pm to 3.00pm), on appointment basis 
only. For your safety, a maximum of 2 family members will be allowed to witness the niche 
blessing and internment (with the priest and the niche contractor), and will be required to put 
on personal protection gears when they enter the columbarium. 

My P@rish 150 - The Parish is producing a book that showcases the Church’s space, people, 
and priests to celebrate our 150th Anniversary. We encourage everyone to participate in this 
community project. My P@rish 150 is a book about you, for you, and by you.

There are three themes for the book: space, people and priests. They are open to your 
interpretation and definition.
Here are some prompts to help you in your story-telling:
What is your favourite spot in the church — does it inspire or comfort you?
What is your funniest experience within SPP?
Did a priest leave a deep or even life-changing impression on you?

Be free in the way you would like to share your story! Entries may be submitted in the following 
forms: prose, poems, paintings, photos, illustration, or song. Detailed specifications, more 
information and additional prompts may be found at https://www.spp150.com/1st-project

Please submit all entries to myparishspp150@gmail.com. When submitting your entry, please 
include your name, age, gender, handphone number and your email address. Please also include 
the year in which you started to attend mass in SPP. Please submit your article by 31 Dec 2019.



PARISH NEWS 

150TH  ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
DINNER. An unforgettable gala event 150 
years in the making. 28 June 2020 (Sunday), 
Orchard Hotel Singapore. Tables now open for 
sale $2000 / $3000 / $5000 ENQUIRIES AND 
SALES Thresa  96930178, thresatoy@hotmail.
com Joanna 97536863 sng.joanna@gmail.com

31 DEC 2019 THANKSGIVING DINNER 
7.30pm Grand Banquet Restaurant (opp SPP) 
Ticket price: $550 per table. Tickets can be 
purchased at secretary office.

CATECHISM CLASS 2020 is open for 
registration. Plse obtain a registration form 
from parish office. For Enquiries, plse email: 
sppccdministry@gmail.com

CHRISTMAS: 24 DEC ‘19 - 8.30pm 
Mandarin caroling. 9.00pm mass (Chinese). 
11.00pm English caroling, 12 midnight mass  
25 DEC ‘19 - 8.30am (Chinese), 11.00am 
(English), NO evening mass 

NEW YEAR: 31 DEC ‘19 - 530pm Vespers, 
630pm mass (solemnity of Mary mother 
of God) 1 JAN ‘20: 9.00am mass (NOTE: 
Amendments of date and time)

THANK YOU - Church collections for our 
SPP Society of St Vincent De Paul for the 
months of September and October are $6267.60 
and $5674.15 respectively. Donations for 
October amounted to $454.00 , no donations 
for September. Expenditures for September 
and October are $7159.15 and $7030.00 
respectively. We support 85 Friends-In-Need, 
comprising of elderly poor living alone and 
needy families with young children living in our 
parish (Chinatown, Beach Road, North Bridge 
Road, Queen Street). If you know of families in 
need in the parish, or would like to join us in 

service,  drop us an email at ssvp.spp@gmail.
com. Thank you for your generous support.  

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH

This weekend, there will be a second 
collection for the GIFT (Giving in Faith & 
Thankfulness) campaign to build a more 
vibrant, evangelising and missionary Church. 
GIRO forms, cheques or cash can be sealed 
into GIFT envelopes and dropped into the 
collection bags. Spare GIFT envelopes are 
available in the church pews, and at the parish 
office. Please give generously for the vision 
of the archdiocese. More info is available at 
gift.catholicfoundation.sg

COMMENCEMENT OF SCHOOL YEAR 
MASS, 2020 This year, 7 principals have been 
newly appointed to head our Catholic schools. 
ACCS invites all educators to join us at Mass to 
commemorate the occasion and to pray for all 
our Catholic schools and pre-schools. The event 
will take place at 3.00pm on Sunday, 5 January 
2020 at the Cathedral of the Good Shepherd.  
His Grace, Archbishop William Goh will be 
the main celebrant. As parking is limited on the 
Cathedral grounds, you are advised to park your
vehicle in carparks around the vicinity.

PIETA is a support group for bereaved 
parents who have united in faith to seek God’s 
comfort, wisdom and hope.  The session, run 
by bereaved parents, meets monthly to pray, 
reflect and break open the WORD OF GOD.  
We invite any parent who has lost a child 
(regardless of age and no matter how recent or 
long ago) to unite with us in faith. For the month 
of December, our monthly session is on Tue 17 
December 2019, 7:30pm to 9:00pm at Agape 
Village, Toa Payoh Lorong 8. Our contact 
details are email: pieta.singapore@gmail.com 
and we can also be found on facebook: https://
facebook.com/PietaSingapore

catechesis, it was most natural that he should 
make use of Matthew Aramaic in whatever 
Greek translation was familiar to him. This 
would not have prevented Mark from putting 
into his narratives some of the vivid realism 
that had come to him from the preaching 
of his master Peter, which was itself full of 
that living quality that comes from personal 
experience of events. It is this realism, loaded 
with picturesque and true-to-life detail, which 
endears Mark’s narratives to us in spite of his 
rough Greek style. True to his purpose (of 
which we shall speak later) Mark decided to 
put in very few of the Sayings. He shortened 
or omitted the ones in the early gospel and 
passed over in silence those in the Collection 
of which, presumably, he knew nothing. This 
silence of his was to be remedied by two 
new gospel editions (though which of them 
preceded the other it is difficult to say). An 
anonymous edition, Matthew Greek, decided 
to rewrite the first Aramaic gospel, which was 
known to him in one of its Greek translations. 
This he filled out and made more detailed, 
using for his narrative parts of the work of 
Mark his predecessor, to which he added one 
thing only of importance, i.e. the two chapters 
of the Infancy Narrative. In general Matthew 
Greek corrected and followed Mark’s text, but 
at times he went back to the earlier gospel and 
on these occasions his style, unlike anything 
in Mark, becomes both original and archaic. 
For the Sayings, he referred to the earlier 
gospel in order to record many that Mark 
omitted, adding to them from the wealth of 
Sayings in the Supplementary Collection. 
Hence the impressive blocks of material, each 
built round some central theme, which make 
his gospel the remarkable thing it is. But these 
were not his only sources. The author had 
access to some information not so generally 
available, and this not only for his narratives 
but also for the Sayings: this accounts for the 
material which is peculiarly his own, notably 
in the narrative of the Infancy. By setting out 
to supplement the primitive Aramaic gospel, 
Matthew Greek clearly did not aim at being a 
mere translation of it, but at the same time he 
only developed it according to its own spirit 

and purpose. The Church has recognised that 
his work was inspired by accepting his Greek 
gospel as canonical.

Luke undertook something similar but used 
a completely difference approach. There are 
three points to notice: 1. like Matthew he 
also took from the primitive gospel tradition 
many Sayings that Mark omits, though unlike 
Matthew he preferred to omit Sayings that 
would have little interest for his readers who 
were pagans by birth; moreover, since the 
Sayings in Luke are derived through channels 
independent of Matthew Greek they often 
assume forms in his gospel noticeably different 
from those they assume in Matthew’s. 2. Luke 
is more careful than Matthew to preserve the 
order given by his sources: thus, side by side 
with ‘Marcan’ sections, in which he follows 
the second gospel almost exactly (4:31 – 
6:19; 8:4 – 9:50; 18:15 – 21:38), he places the 
Supplementary Collection which he inserts en 
bloc in a special section that he presents as an 
ascent to Jerusalem (9:51 – 18:14). 3. Luke 
resembles Matthew since, like him, he also 
has drawn on special sources but he has done 
this to a greater extent. These special sources 
of his he discovered by careful enquiry (1:3); 
to them he owes not only his narrative of 
the Infancy but many passages that enrich 
the gospel: the good Samaritan, Martha and 
Mary, the parables of the prodigal son, of the 
Pharisee and the publican, etc., which occur 
for the most part in Luke’s Central Section 
(9:51 – 18:14), and it is not impossible that 
this combination of the Collection with 
the material he has been at pains to find 
for himself was a stage of Luke’s editorial 
activity, independent of, and perhaps prior to, 
his use of Mark.
Source: The Jerusalem Bible, 1966

CHURCH OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL has Purchased a Gift For You!. Enjoy a free 
subscription to formed.org - an incredible online gateway to the best Catholic resources for 
children and adults! It’s EASY and FREE to Register! Go to sppchurch.formed.org. See that the 
name of Church is stated there. Click “Next”. Enter your name, email address and click “Sign Up”. 
You’re are ready to enjoy You’re ready to enjoy the inspiring and engaging content on FORMED! 
FORMED app is also available for download from Google Play or Apple App Store!

NOTES FROM TALK ON PLENARY 
INDULGENCE by Fr. Edward Lim, OCD 
on 27 July 2019 is now available at the SPP 
150th Anniversary microsite. Please visit 
https://www.spp150.com/formation


