
“A Confessing Community: Studies in the Sola 5 Confession of Faith” 

Lesson 44: The Sola 5 Confession of Faith 10.3–10.4 

After the general resurrection there will be a day on which God will judge the world in righteousness by 
Jesus Christ (John 5:26–30; Acts 17:31). All people who have ever lived upon earth will be judged in perfect 

righteousness, according to what they have done (Romans 2:5–10; Revelation 20:12–13). The righteous 
will receive the reward of eternal joy, everlasting life and imperishable glory in the presence of the Lord; 
the wicked, who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, will be cast aside 

into everlasting torments, punished with everlasting destruction, and shut out from the gracious presence 
of the Lord and the majesty of his power (Matthew 25:31–46; Romans 2:6–10; 2 Thessalonians 1:9–10). 

Although the final judgement is according to works, it is not as though the righteous earn or deserve the 
eternal life which they will receive (Romans 6:23; Ephesians 2:9–10). Their good works are merely the 

evidence of God’s gifts of regeneration, faith, justification and union with Christ, for whose sake alone they 
are given their eternal inheritance (Romans 5:1–2, 9–10; 6:23). On the other hand, those who will be 

condemned will be fully deserving of their punishment, since their works arise from a heart at enmity with 
God and find expression in the rejection of God’s kindness, righteous claims and holy law (Romans 1:18–
21; 2:1–5; 3:9–20). Thus, the day of judgement will glorify God: by the display of his mercy and grace in 

the salvation of believers, and by the manifestation of his justice in the condemnation of unbelievers 
(Romans 9:22–23; 2 Thessalonians 1:10; Revelation 15:3–4). 

(Sola 5 Confession 10.3–10.4) 

Last week, we considered the fact that our Christian hope is rooted in the resurrection, not in the 
intermediate state. While there may be some ambiguity in the New Testament about the nature of the 
intermediate state, there is no ambiguity about the general resurrection. 

Confession 10.3–10.4 addresses the final judgement, which follows the second coming and the general 
resurrection. 

The Confession begins: After the general resurrection there will be a day on which God will judge the world 
in righteousness by Jesus Christ. All people who have ever lived upon earth will be judged in perfect 
righteousness, according to what they have done. 

John 5:25–30 and Acts 17:30–31 are supplied as proof texts for the first sentence above. Read these two 
texts in their context and note the audience that that the speaker was addressing in each instant. 

John 5:25–30:    

    

Acts 17:30–31:    

    

Do you think there is anything significant in the fact that Jesus and Paul warned these particular hearers of 
this truth of resurrection and judgement?    

    

Romans 2:5–10 and Revelation 20:12–13 are offered as support for the Confession’s claim of universal final 
judgement. Each of these texts places people into categories and teaches that all categories will face divine 
final judgement. Read the supplied texts and note what categories of people are highlighted. 

Romans 2:5–10:    

    

    

Revelation 20:12–13:    

    

    



“A Confessing Community: Studies in the Sola 5 Confession of Faith” 

Lesson 44: The Sola 5 Confession of Faith 10.3–10.4 

The Confession continues: The righteous will receive the reward of eternal joy, everlasting life and 
imperishable glory in the presence of the Lord; the wicked, who do not know God and do not obey the 
gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, will be cast aside into everlasting torments, punished with everlasting 
destruction, and shut out from the gracious presence of the Lord and the majesty of his power. 

The Confession uses the language of eternal joy, everlasting life, and imperishable glory to describe the 
reward of the righteous. Similarly, it uses the language of everlasting torments, everlasting destruction, 
and shut out from the gracious presence of the Lord and the majesty of his power to describe the 
punishment of the wicked. Read the supplied proof texts and note where they do (or don’t) support the 
language of the Confession. 

Matthew 25:31–46:    

    

    

Romans 2:6–10:    

    

    

2 Thessalonians 1:9–10:    

    

    

The Confession goes on to say that, although the final judgement is according to works, it is not as though 
the righteous earn or deserve the eternal life which they will receive (Romans 6:23; Ephesians 2:9–10). 
Their good works are merely the evidence of God’s gifts of regeneration, faith, justification and union with 
Christ, for whose sake alone they are given their eternal inheritance (Romans 5:1–2, 9–10; 6:23). Why is it 
important to recognise that works don’t earn eternal life but rather adorn the eternal life we receive in 
Christ?    

    

What role, then, do works play in our final judgement?    

    

    

The Confession adds: On the other hand, those who will be condemned will be fully deserving of their 
punishment, since their works arise from a heart at enmity with God and find expression in the rejection 
of God’s kindness, righteous claims and holy law (Romans 1:18–21; 2:1–5; 3:9–20). It is careful to note that 
the root of evil works is a heart at enmity with God and that the expression of this heart is the rejection of 
God’s kindness, righteous claims and holy law. Why is this distinction between the root and the expression 
important?    

    

    

The Confession concludes: Thus, the day of judgement will glorify God: by the display of his mercy and 
grace in the salvation of believers, and by the manifestation of his justice in the condemnation of 
unbelievers (Romans 9:22–23; 2 Thessalonians 1:10; Revelation 15:3–4). We are quick to praise God for his 
grace, but what should be our attitude as we think of his sure judgement of sinners?   

    

    


