
 

 

August     … spent in 
sunny Queensland by 
some!! Ed. 

 

 

 

 

 

August 2018 

Third Thoughts 

Digital Photography, June Theme. 

Greg Pridmore, winning print: Middle 

Park Beach  

Digital Photography, June Theme. 

Mick Evans, winning digital print:  Bells 

Beach  

Jill and Jo
hn Brenna

n ‘Up nort
h and acr
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top’ Read
 more in Arm

chair Trav
el Page 4!

  

More in ‘Bits & Pieces’ Page 5 



 

 

2 

on 0407 346 334 for further information. 

Once again thank you to all the volunteers from 

within our membership in all the many ways you 

contribute to the ongoing success of U3A         

Castlemaine. 

Keep warm, still a while to go before the winter 

woollies can be put away. 

Elizabeth Brown (for U3A Inc. Committee of Management) 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday Coffee Morning                   
… always held on the first Friday of  

     each month 

 

   When:     Friday, 3 August 

   Time:       10.00 am 

   Where:    Church of Christ, 

                   66 Blakeley Road 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

August Speaker: Alan Harris (U3A Treasurer), will 

be speaking on his experiences working in                  

Aboriginal communities in the Northern Territory. 

August Caterers: Exploring Popular Music, Wine 

Appreciation 

 

September Speaker: Stewart Campbell, the 

Shire Council’s Coordinator Parks and              

Gardens. He will be speaking on the planting 

and caring of trees in the Castlemaine Botanic 

Gardens and in the Shire generally. 

 
 

KITCHEN ROSTER:  

September 7th: Bird Watching 

October 5th: Founders’ Day: (Events WG), Non-

Book Club, Music in the Lounge Room 

November 2nd: AGM: Line Dancing 2 

December 7th: Christmas Lunch: as per lists 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Committ__ of M[n[g_m_nt R_portCommitt__ of M[n[g_m_nt R_portCommitt__ of M[n[g_m_nt R_portCommitt__ of M[n[g_m_nt R_port    
Welcome to U3A Castlemaine’s August         

Newsletter. As I write this report, seated in front 

of a warm fire, I soak up the scene outside of 

the late winter garden bathed in weak                 

sunshine with a cool, gentle breeze blowing. 

The stark, bare branches of the deciduous 

trees, often adorned in jewel like droplets,           

allow the full view of the many flowers which 

come into bloom at this time of the year. The 

days are getting longer and early morning 

starts will become less of a burden. 

Our U3A classes continue to engage us in a 

variety of ways, physically, mentally and           

socially. With the wonderful range, generously 

offered by our dedicated and talented             

volunteer tutors, we are spoilt for choice. New 

short courses are starting up, with some          

vacancies remaining. You can enrol in these or 

in other courses with vacancies by going 

online, calling in at the Office or by contacting 

our esteemed Courses Coordinator, Russell           

Annear, who is ready and willing to help. 

Annie Batten and Ellie Rawles are retiring from 

their roles as Office Coordinators, as of the 

AGM. Their contributions have been many and 

excellent, and very much valued and                    

appreciated. Many thanks Annie and Ellie. 

Anet McDonald has retired as our Assistant 

Treasurer, a position to which she has shown 

great diligence and attention to detail. Thank 

you for your hard work and great contributions 

Anet. We are pleased to welcome Sue Murphy 

to the position vacated by Anet. Many thanks 

Sue. 

Without such volunteers U3A would cease to 

function. There are MANY opportunities in U3A 

Castlemaine to volunteer. If you are unsure if a 

position is right for you or you do not know 

what is involved, please feel free to talk to a 

member already volunteering in the area or to 

a member of the Committee. We would LOVE 

to hear from you. With our AGM in October 

looming large, now is the time to find out what 

role suits you. 

Application forms to run U3A Castlemaine 

courses for 2019 are now available on the 

website for electronic application. Paper forms 

will also be available at the Office from the 

start of August. If you are continuing to run a 

course or if you would like to embark on a new 

course, now is your chance. Early return of 

forms means the task of timetabling and              

preparing the Course Prospectus, both          

involving many weeks of work, can get                    

underway. 

Russell Annear is the go-to person for any     

questions you may have. Please contact him 

 

CUTCUTCUTCUT----OFF DATE FOR NEWSLETTER  OFF DATE FOR NEWSLETTER  OFF DATE FOR NEWSLETTER  OFF DATE FOR NEWSLETTER  

SUBMISSIONS SUBMISSIONS SUBMISSIONS SUBMISSIONS :29 August 



 

 

 
 

COURSES FOR COURSES FOR COURSES FOR COURSES FOR 2019201920192019    

U3A Castlemaine is now                   U3A Castlemaine is now                   U3A Castlemaine is now                   U3A Castlemaine is now                   
accepting new course proposals accepting new course proposals accepting new course proposals accepting new course proposals 
for 2019 and al l  ideas                     for 2019 and al l  ideas                     for 2019 and al l  ideas                     for 2019 and al l  ideas                     
are welcome.are welcome.are welcome.are welcome.    
So …. if you've been thinking about 

this, now is the time! 
It could be a year-long course, a short course of 

several weeks or a one-off one day course.               

This variety of courses allows members to                  

partake in many varied learning experiences. 
 

For more information about how we can help 

and support delivery of new courses, contact           

Course Co-ordinator Russell Annear at 

u3acm.courses@gmail.com. 
 

To access the Course Application Form: 
1. U3A Castlemaine website under ‘Documents/    

Course Leaders/Application to Run a Course in 

2019’ 

2. Click on: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/

J5KK68V 

3. Paper Applications Forms available at the  

Office (Octopus) 9.30-11.30am Monday to   

Thursday 

Deadline for Course ApplicationsDeadline for Course ApplicationsDeadline for Course ApplicationsDeadline for Course Applications:                     
30th September 2018 
 

NEW COURSESNEW COURSESNEW COURSESNEW COURSES    
 

Northern Tasmania Garden Tour 
Thirty keen U3A gardeners are eager to get 

their green thumbs into the fertile soil of 

northern Tasmania, and experience the           

delights of some of the state’s best gardens, 

at the peak time of year. 
The tour ,  to  be                      

conducted over 5 

day s  i n  ea r l y                     

N o v embe r ,  w i l l                  

feature not only some of                  

Tasmania’s best known gardens – Wychwood, 

Villarett, Old Wesleydale, Woolmers, Entally 

House, etc – but some small private gardens, 

not normally open to the public. The former will 

delight and inspire, while the latter will highlight 

what can be achieved on a normal house 

block with planning, enthusiasm, hard work,               

and time. 

We are delighted also to offer an illustrated talk 

by the Tasmanian Chairperson of the Australian 

Garden History Society on the restoration of the 

garden of Tasmania’s only Prime Minister,               

Joseph Lyons and his wife Dame Enid. 

The cost of $750 per person (plus $200 single              

person supplement) wi l l  cover a l l                                   

accommodation, land travel, meals, and entry 

to gardens. Airfares will be extra. 

If anyone is still interested in joining this wonderful 

program, there may still be a place or two                

available. See Tom Comerford for more details. 
 

We are excited to bring this unique opportunity 

to our dear former colleagues at U3A                         

Castlemaine, and share our new found passion 

for gardening in Tasmania. 

Dick Mack & Rosalie Young 
 

Reigning Empresses' of the                 

Nineteenth Century 
This course will feature Empress Carlotta of      

Mexico, Empress Eugenie of France. Empress              

Elizabeth of Austria, Empress Alexander of Russia, 

Empress Cixi of China and Empress Victoria of  

India. 

Course Leader:  Tom Comerford P: 5470 6230 

Sessions: Wednesday 3.30 - 5.00 pm 

Venue: Uniting Church Manse Room 

Class Dates:10/10;17/10; 24/10; 31/10; 7/11;14/11 
 

Chess Group … with our New Leader 
Come along to learn how to play                         

o r  h o n e  y o u r  s k i l l s . 
Tuition is available - learn about positional play, 

opening and end games and the deadly tactics 

( p i n s ,  s k e w e r s  a n d  f o r k s ) . 

There will also be demonstration games and 

chess puzzles for those who are interested. 

N o  e x p e r i e n c e  n e c e s s a r y . 

Chess sets available or bring your own. 

Course Leader: Ron Moore 

M: 0418 315 004 / 5470 5582 

Venue: Goldfields Library Rm 1 
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WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING…WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING…WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING…WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING…    
    

 

@RMCH@IR TR@VEL@RMCH@IR TR@VEL@RMCH@IR TR@VEL@RMCH@IR TR@VEL        
For our July class, Jill and John Brennan took us 

on a scenic trip "up north and across the  Top".  

Our 2 Tour Guides took it in turns to tell us all 

about their wonderful visit to the Kimberley, a 

destination that had always been on John's 

"Bucket List" of must see places. 

Travelling with Intrepid Tours and Kimberley Wild 

Tours, Jill and John did everything - they slept in 

swags, saw crocodiles and other wildlife, swam 

in pools and under waterfalls, trekked into                          

picturesque gorges, visited sacred cave   

painting sites, travelled thousands of kms in a 

purpose built trek vehicle, rubbed shoulders 

with the hoi polloi at El Questro Homestead, 

ate gourmet campfire meals, snoozed as they  

travelled, learned lots about the areas they 

passed through, met indigenous locals along 

the way and generally took sensational                         

photographs of these experiences and sights. 

The class loved every minute of the                      

presentation and there were quite a few of us 

adding the Kimberley's and Broome to our own 

Travel Wish Lists. Thank you, John and Jill. 

On Monday 27th August, Tom Comerford will 

explain the "experience" of Travelling with              

Children as he takes us on a 6 month trip to  

Europe and Behind the Iron Curtain. It promises 

to be another very informative and enjoyable 

session. 
Beverley Orgill, "Chief Tour Organiser" 0459 324 455 
 

Choir 
The biggest news for us is that we have 

changed the time for our class. We now meet 

at 3pm instead of 3.30pm on Tuesdays and              

finish at 5pm instead of 5.30pm. This suits most 

people and means it isn’t so cold and dark to 

drive home in the colder months. Even with the 

change, since our break for school holidays our 

numbers have been quite low due to illness, 

people escaping to warmer climes, and just 

awful weather. 

Last Tuesday the male singers actually               

outnumbered the female singers! Meanwhile 

we are still singing and trying out songs for the 

Choir Extravaganza at the Castlemaine Town 

Hall in October. 
 

Digit[l Photogr[phyDigit[l Photogr[phyDigit[l Photogr[phyDigit[l Photogr[phy    
Winners of the "Beach" theme of the group's 

votes can be seen on the front page: 

∗ Greg Pridmore won the vote for the best 

print with his Middle Park Beach entry 

∗ Mick Evans claimed the prize for his Bells 

Beach electronic entry 

It was a difficult subject for the June theme,     

being set in the middle of winter. Some of us 

managed to get to the beach but there were 

entries for the more broader interpretation of 

"Associations of the Beach" such as the lakes at 

Malmsbury and Cairn Curran and even the 

beach at the Jim Crow Creek near Franklinford. 
 

F@BULOUS FRID@Y FLICKSF@BULOUS FRID@Y FLICKSF@BULOUS FRID@Y FLICKSF@BULOUS FRID@Y FLICKS    
In July we saw two terrific, 

very different independent 

films as we continued on with 

the quirky, tragic-comedic 

independent themes set by 

the Aki Kaurismaki Finnish films 

of June. 

The first movie was "Bagdad 

Cafe" : Percy Adlon's 1987 German - US classic, 

"Bagdad Cafe", starring Marianne Sagebrecht, 

CCH Pounder and Jack Palance. A captivating 

cast of eccentric characters and situations and 

a haunting musical soundtrack guaranteed that 

an enjoyable time was had by all. An oldie but 

a goodie that stands up well after all these 

years. 

The second film was "Big Night". Stanley Tucci co

-wrote, directed and starred this indie film from 

1996. Two brothers, recent immigrants from Italy, 

attempt to run an Italian restaurant in New Jer-

sey in 1950s America. Beset with a failing    busi-

ness and a dearth of paying customers, they pin 

their hopes on one final attempt to make it big; 

to cater a feast for visiting world renowned Louis 

Prima and his Band. Along the way, in this 

award winning film, we are treated to a               

wonderful array of Italian pop music to tap and 

dance along to, PLUS a mouth watering feast of 

Italian dishes. Ian Holm, Tony Shaloub and                  

Isabelli Rosellini also star in this feel good film. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: In August, there will be NO classes 

for Fab Friday Flicks for the whole month. 

Our next class together will be Friday 14th                

September at 9.30 am at the Castlemaine                

Hospital Auditorium. Beverley Orgill 0459 324 455 
 

Ov_r Eighti_s Lun]h 
When: Thursday August 9th @ 12.30 pm 

Where: Togs Cafe on Lyttleton St, Castlemaine 

Please advise Eileen Park on 0478 228 765 ,if not               

attending. 
 

Solos Group 
Next get-together : Please contact Eva 

BYO Lunch. Warm welcome guaranteed 

Queries: Eva 5472 3391 
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U3A-ORGANISED EVENTS 
 

130 YEARS OF MODERN 

 & CONTEMPORARY ART 

Lecture & Exhibition, July 30 
 

 

 

Expressions of Interest sought, to 

visit the Elmore Field Day 2018 
In 2017 U3A Castlemaine took a mini-bus group 

of people to the Elmore Field day so they could 

cross it OFF their bucket list.  

The bus has been booked again, and we need 

to know if we have 10 people wanting to          

attend. 

When: Wednesday 3rd October 2018 

Cost:   $15.00 for the bus transport, $20.00 entry 

to the Field Day paid at the gate 

PLUS refreshments or goodies you might buy 
 

Please indicate that you would be interested in 

attending BY : Coffee Morning 7th September 

If we get the necessary numbers to cover costs, 

CUT-OFF DATE TO PAY: 14th September so we 

can pay the Baringhup/Maldon bus fee, prior 

to travelling. 

To express your interest please RING OR EMAIL  

Maxwell Clarke: 

 P: 5475 1220 / E: mnc3463@gmail.com 
 

Last Chance to go to this                

delightful event! Tickets must be 

booked and paid for by August 14 

NO late bookings or refunds can be accepted. 

MOSTLY MOZ@RT 4: MOSTLY MOZ@RT 4: MOSTLY MOZ@RT 4: MOSTLY MOZ@RT 4: OPER@TIC MOZ@RTOPER@TIC MOZ@RTOPER@TIC MOZ@RTOPER@TIC MOZ@RT    

An hour of classical masterpieces performed 

by the ANAM Musicians and guest artists. 

Complimentary morning tea served from       

10am in the Melbourne Recital Centre Ground 

Floor Foyer 

∗ D@TE : Friday 14 September 2018  

∗ PERFORM@NCE TIME : 11am, for 1 hour 

∗ TR@VEL:  8.06 am train from Castlemaine 
to Melbourne. Then, on to Flinders Street 
station.  

∗ VENUE: The Recital Centre is about a          
10 minute walk. 

Performance time is 11am; the concert will last 

approximately one hour. Thereafter, everyone 

is free to enjoy a Melbourne day, and travel 

home at their leisure. 
 

COST: $45.00 per head 
Tickets must be booked and paid for by           

August 14 . NO late bookings or refunds can           

be accepted. 

Enquiri_s? Babs McMillan                                               

M: 0422 986 777 / E: cybasy@gmail.com 

Bits and Pieces!! 
FRIENDS OF CASTLEMAINE LIBRARY 
MUSIC PROGRAM AT TARRENGOWER 

The Regional Arts Victoria grant has enabled a 

guitar teaching program to be offered to 
inmates at Tarrengower prison. Andrew               
Robison, offered 12 guitars for these lessons. 
James Rigby will be teaching guitar and                
singing with assistance from Judith Tregear             
because the singing program proved to be 
very popular at Tarrengower. 
 

JOIN FOCAL : Membership entitles you to             
receive the Newsletter and invitations to                 
FOCAL events. Ask Library staff for a form. 
Single $5.00 Family $8.00 
Enquiries to: focalcas@gmail.com 
 

ABC Radio National’s ‘Earshot ‘ program                
recently aired a program about FOCAL’s READ
-Along Dads’ (RAD) program. It included                    
in-depth interviews with a prisoner and his 
three daughters and really showed how RAD 
can help change lives. This man has learnt to 
read well from a fairly low base and his   
daughters love to receive the audio books he 
sends them. Lisa D’Onofrio who runs the              
program for us was also interviewed. She has 
been involved since the beginning (six years 
ago) and has provided wonderful inspiration 
and continuity for the prisoners and their                   
children. 
http://www.abc.net.au./radionational/ 
programs/earshot/bedtime-stories-from-prison/ 
! 9791734 
 
 

 
 

Many of the Regional Centre for Culture 2018 
events have been recorded on video - from 
the water acrobatics and laughter of Water 
Hole in Newstead to conversations with artists 
Aunty Marilyne Nicholls and Emma Jimson. 
Watch videos HERE 
 

IN CELEBRATION OF THE PUDDING: 
100 years of The Magic Pudding 
 

What's not to love about 
a n  e x h i b i t i o n                    
dedicated to this classic 
of Australian children's                  
literature?  
 

S e e  t h e  o r i g i n a l                        
i l l u s t ra t ion s  re la ted              
a r tefacts ,  such as                  
vintage toys, in the               
historic Creswick Museum. 

 
 July 14  - October 14 
 Children’s Festival Sept 28-30 5 



 

 

Flora of Castlemaine and Surrounds  
On 1st August 2017, the online edition of the 
Wild Plants of the Castlemaine District was             
formally launched. This comprehensive guide             
contains details on the identification, locations, 
preferred habitats and history of hundreds of  
native and introduced plant species found in 
Castlemaine and surrounding areas. It can be 
viewed at the following stand-alone website   
location – https://www.castlemaineflora.org.au. 
 

BirdLife Castlemaine District launch and                    
Swift Parrot Conservation 

Many excited faces gathered at 
the  Castlemaine Botanic Gardens 
Tearooms on  Saturday 7 July 2018, 
as we celebrated the launch of 
BirdLife Australia’s newest branch – 

BirdLife Castlemaine and District. 
The Swift Parrot is Critically Endangered and 
numbers are still declining due to  serious loop-
holes in current environmental laws. The current 
laws are up for a twenty year review, so now is 
an ideal time to act. To get involved, head on 
over to www.actforbirds.org  

 

Local Author Book Launch 
The Illustrator is based on U3A member               

Jill Barclay’s real grandmother, a woman 

who just disappears. 

All her life Eileen is sure of one thing – her love of 

drawing and the desire to be a commercial            

artist. In the 1920s, Eileen’s talents are well               

recognised in the Goulburn Valley where she is 

a farmer’s daughter, but this is a place and time 

when women can only be wives, mothers and 

homemakers. A woman choosing a career over 

her husband and baby is unheard of. 
 

‘Written with an acute eye for the period and a 

sympathy for the distressing choices a woman 

might be forced to make The Illustrator offers an 

alternative history for being female and not           

ordinary in the first half of last century.' Helen  

Elliot 

The Illustrator is available for purchase 

from https://jillbarclaybooks 

 

HAS IT COME TO THIS?! 
 

Caller: Is this Gordon’s Pizza? 

Facebook: No Sir, its Facebook Pizza 

Caller: I must’ve dialled a wrong number. Sorry 

Facebook: No sir, Facebook bought Gordon’s 

Pizza last month 

Caller: OK I would like to order a pizza 

Facebook: Do you want your usual sir? 

Caller: My usual? You know me? 

Facebook: According to our ID caller data 

sheet the last 12 times you called you ordered 

an extra large pizza with 3 cheeses, sausage, 

pepperoni, mushrooms and meatballs on a 

thick crust 

Caller: OK, that’s what I want 

Facebook: May I suggest that this time you               

order a pizza with ricotta, arugula, sun-dried                       

tomatoes and olives on a whole-wheat gluten 

free thin crust 

Caller: What? I detest vegetables 

Facebook: Your cholesterol is not good sir 

Caller: How the hell do you know? 

Facebook: Well, we cross-referenced your 

home phone number with your medical                     

records. We have the results of your blood tests 

for the last 7 years 

Caller: OK, but I do not want your rotten                 

vegetable pizza. I already take medication for 

my cholesterol 

Facebook: Excuse me sir, but you have not                        

taken your medication regularly, According to 

our records you only purchased a box of 30 

cholesterol tablets once at Chemist Warehouse 

4 months ago 

Caller: I bought more from another pharmacy 

Facebook: That doesn't show on your credit 

card statement 

Caller: I paid in cash 

Facebook: But, you did not withdraw enough 

cash according to your bank statement 

Caller: I have other sources of cash 

Facebook: That doesn’t show on your last tax 

return unless you bought them using an                  

undisclosed source of income which is against 

the law 

Caller: WHAT THE HELL? 

Facebook: I’m sorry Sir, we only use such                  

information with the sole intention of helping 

you 

Caller: Enough already! I’m sick of Facebook, 

Google, Twitter, WhatsApp and all the others. 

I’m going to an island without internet, cable TV 

where there is no cell phone service and no one 

to watch me or spy on me. 

Facebook: I understand sir, but you need to           

renew your passport first. It expired 8 weeks ago. 
 

Such is life in the 21st century! 
Courtesy Christobel Comerford 
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President  Vacant   

Vice President Vacant   

Secretary Terry Murphy 0425 712 362 u3acm.secretary@gmail.com 

Treasurer Alan Harris 0417 816 252  u3acm.treas@gmail.com 

Immediate Past               Vacant   

Courses Coordinator  Russell Annear  0407 346 334  u3acm.courses@gmail.com 

Venues Coordinator  Elizabeth Brown  0433 548 777  u3acmvenues17@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor Hilary Becke$  0418 287 065 u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com 

General Committee  Phil Fletcher 0409 750 947  wombat.fletch@gmail.com  

General Committee  John Waldie  0400 858 581 papajohn3002@gmail.com 

General Committee  Monique Thomson  5474 2290  mokethom@gmail.com  

Events Coordinator Joe Scoglio  5472 2396  u3a.events@gmail.com 

Publicity Officer Vacant   

Office Coordinators: Annie Ba$en 

Ellie Rawles  

0404 348 814  u3acm.office@gmail.com 

Assistant Treasurer  Anet McDonald  5470 6497  u3acm.asstreas@gmail.com  

Accounts Payable Ann Roman 5472 5262  gabeandann@bigpond.com  

Membership Officer  Tami McVicar  0400 606 856  tamimcv@mmnet.com.au 

Membership Assistant  Pam France  0467 640 796 pamelafrance@hotmail.com 

ICT Working Group Sue Tomkinson 0411 806 339 ninoum48@gmail.com 

Website - 
Event Submissions 

Brier Johnson  u3acm.wrt@gmail.com  

Network Vic Rep.  John Waldie  0400 858 581  papajohn3002@gmail.com 

Property  Jim Blain  5472 4230  jim.blain@bigpond.com 

IT Support  David Sime  0418 242 977  u3acm.it@gmail.com  

Website Management Website Review Team    u3acm.wrt@gmail.com  

Cake Roster/Raffle  Beryl Leavesley  5472 3182  berylleavesley@hotmail.com 

Kitchen 

Kitchen Backup  

Marie Twyford 
 

Veronica Hurley  

5472 5450 

5472 1383 

mltwyford@gmail.com 

Celebrations/Tributes  Barbara Bunton  5472 3186  bunwilbar@gmail.com   

MYU3A Support/Help    myu3ahelp@gmail.com  

 


