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Various reports are mentioned and brief summaries are included in these minutes.  For the full report please see the 

A453 Churches Report Booklet and the Charity Commission Report Booklet both of which are filed with these 

minutes. 

 

1. Opening Prayer 

 

The Rector, Revd Richard Coleman welcomed people and reminded them that there had been a number of 

rule changes to the business of the AGM from last year.  We no longer need to record apologies, approve 

last year’s minutes or vote to accept the accounts. He then opened the meeting in prayer. 

 

2. Appointment of Churchwardens 

Richard thanked the Churchwardens for their hard work which often goes unseen, without which the 

church would not work. He explained that now Churchwardens are appointed for a 6 year term of office 

and, since the current Churchwardens are continuing in post, there was no requirement to appoint this year. 

Churchwardens still need to be admitted each year and Richard has been authorised by the Bishop to admit 

the Churchwardens, which he then proceeded to do. 

He welcomed Erica Turner as new Deputy Churchwarden at Thrumpton.  

Mary Stephens has been appointed as Safeguarding Administrator 

 

3. Electoral Roll:    Electoral Roll Officer: Margaret Heys 

 Barton:  19 

 Gotham: 52 

 Kingston: 11 

 Ratcliffe: 12 

 Thrumpton:   8 

Total:  102 

 

Margaret Heys stepped down as Electoral Roll Officer, and Richard thanked her for her efforts over the 

past couple of years. 

 

4. Deanery Synod 

 

Due to the Covid Pandemic there has only been one Deanery Synod meeting last year which was held via 

Zoom, and it was mainly a time of encouragement and prayer and a sharing of lockdown stories. Parish 

Share continues to be of concern around the whole diocese and Richard reminded us that Parish Share pays 

for the clergy.  If parishes do not pay their way then it will mean that the diocese will have to start letting 

clergy go. This is not something that Bishop Paul wants to happen, but if the money is not forthcoming 

then they are not going to have much choice. 

 

 Deanery Synod Reps who are appointed until 2023 are: 

        Val Hopkins 

        Janet State 

5. PCC 

The PCC report is incorporated into the report for the Charity Commission. 

Richard reminded those present that the purpose of the PCC is to cooperate with the Minister in promoting 

the whole mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelical, social & ecumenical. 

Not a lot has happened this year with most of the decisions that have had to be made have been done via 

Email, though there have been a couple of Zoom meetings. But that doesn't mean that nothing has 

happened as our buildings still need to be maintained and Parish Share still needs to be paid. 



Richard reminded everyone that PCC members are not responsible for their own church but they are all 

jointly responsible for all 5 of our churches.         

The PCC is supposed to have a third of its reps stand down each year but with the pandemic and a late 

AGM the decision was taken to suspend that last year, which has meant that we have more than the usual 

number of openings for members this year. 

Richard thanked those who were standing down this year: 

Bill Harrison, Pat Harrison, Sonya, Bridget, and Debbie Bradley  

For those who have agreed to take their places: 

Carole Edis, Sue Davis, Valerie Brown, Diana Beeby, Peter Hawcock, and Erica Turner. 

 

6. Fabric Report 

 

As with any building the age of ours, the Fabric is a constant issue, as well as concerns as to how to pay for 

all the repairs that keep cropping up as Gotham's recent Quinquennial has revealed. 

 

Barton’s Faculty to remove some pews has been approved and both boilers have had to be repaired. 

 

Kingston’s problem with stone spalling continues to be a problem. Simply keeping the windows open is 

about the best we can do there. Graham has done quite a bit of work in the churchyard clearing away 

vegetation and keeping the place tidy for which he was thanked for all his hard work there. 

 

Thrumpton have ongoing issues with the trees in the churchyard as well as concerns over the state of the 

stained glass windows.  It is hoped grants will cover most of the cost of the latter. 

 

At Ratcliffe, which has had a satisfactory Quinquennial report, the windows are the main problem at the 

moment and hopefully some will be repaired this year. 

 

Gotham have set up a Local Management Group (which reports to the PCC) to deal with the fabric of the 

building and churchyards and anything else that isn't covered by any other group. There is also ongoing 

discussion as to what to do with the Church Hall. 

 

Richard expressed his thanks to all who continue to put in considerable time and effort in keeping our 

buildings in good repair, and tending to the regular maintenance of our various churchyards. 

 

A full report on each church is included in the A453 Church Report booklet. 

 

7. Finance 

 

This year the Treasurer's Report and Accounts are all in the Charity Commission Report booklet. 

Richard thanked the Treasurers for their continued diligence over the Finances, and for the help and 

assistance they continue to give to Graham as Graham perseveres with bringing all of the accounts 

together. 

We hope to have all the accounts transferred over to Graham by the end of the 2021. 

8. Close 

 

 The meeting closed at 1:00pm with the Grace. 

 

 


