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I've been talking to you about this story and in this story, all the Buddhas and all

the  Bodhisattvas  have  gathered  together  with  the  Buddha,  and then  after  they  finish

talking with each other, they all return to their original places.  What this story is really

about, what this koan is really about, is the principle, the natural law, that I have been

talking  to you about;  the principle  of the Origin manifesting  the result  of Ultimately

Large.  That principle is taken up and a drama is created around that principle.

 Buddhism says  that  every single sentient  being is  Buddha.   The Buddha was

someone who thoroughly caught for himself the experience of the Dharma activity; that

Dharma activity that makes the Buddha world, that makes the world of existent things.

He taught after having that experience, that no matter what you look at, whether it be an

ant or a frog or a snake or a dog or anything, you will never find even one thing that is

not the Buddha.  There isn't anything that is not Buddha.  Buddhism emphasizes that

everything has Buddha as its content.

 There is  a root  source of everything and the process that  goes from that  root

source and culminates in the Ultimately Large is the process in which all existent things

are manifest.    

The  very first  Source  must  pass  through,  as  I  have been telling  you,  both  the

activities that separate subject and object and that unify subject and object, in order to

manifest a new Source.    If anyone asks you to give a talk about Buddhism, this is what

you have to give your talk about, this principle.  What you have to understand is that the

Source is an activity.  The Buddha, who actually manifested the wisdom from his direct

experience that knows the Origin, taught that not only is the Origin an activity, but you
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must also understand that it is not just an activity that runs in one direction.  It does not

just  act  in  one  direction.   It  is  comprised  of  two  opposing  forces  acting  together.

Buddhism has always called these two opposing forces tatha-gata and tatha-agata, and

here we use these same two words. The reason why I am repeating this with care is that I

feel some of you are going to be asked to give talks about Buddhism and I don't want you

to make any mistakes in your explanations. 

 When we talk about the tatha-gata, thus going activity, we also describe it simply

as the plus activity or the expanding activity.   Oppositely, the tatha-agata, thus coming

activity, is the minus or contracting activity.   It is by understanding these two forces in

this way, that we investigate the Dharma activity that makes this world.  I am old and I

can no longer speak well, myself.  The reason why I am giving this kind of talk today is

in hopes that someone else can speak.  

Everyone from their own experience knows about the inevitable meeting of two

opposing forces.  We know from our own lives that men and women meet each other.

We know that the living activity will meet the dying activity. Buddhism says that these

two  essential  forces  ,  plus  and  minus,  tatha-gata  and  tatha-agata,  although  they  are

opposite from each other, although they do move in opposite directions, also, unfailingly

they will meet each other. 

The Buddha, the Enlightened One, taught that these two forces of expanding and

contracting although they are doing different activities, the one is expanding and one is

contracting, they are both acting will-lessly.  Living will meet up with dying and men

will  encounter  women, and vice versa.  But that situation of encountering each other

happens without will.  We are human beings living in the human world, and so when we

investigate these fundamentally will-less activities of plus and minus we personify these

activities and call the plus activity the activity that makes man, and the minus activity the

activity that makes woman. In fact, we demand in Tathagata Zen that you find a way to

understand these activities in this way.  These activities are will-less so it just doesn't

happen that the plus activity thinks, " I don't like minus. I think I'll just cancel our date."
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Plus and minus have no will.  There is no thought.  Liking and disliking just doesn't come

into play.  Will-lessly, they inevitably meet. 

 If  there  is  beauty,  there  is  also ugliness.   This  meeting  can be understood in

various  ways,  but  one way to understand this  meeting,  is  the meeting  of  beauty  and

ugliness. The will-less coming together of all beauty and ugliness and that could be said

to be a state that transcends beauty and ugliness.  That's real beauty.  

The Buddha asks everybody to personify this situation of plus and minus meeting

each other and see that it would be perfectly natural for them to talk to each other and for

them to ask each other, "Where have you come from?"  Buddhism further teaches that of

course they have to answer, "I've come from the source of plus."  Minus will have to

answer, "I've come form the source of minus." As for you, in your Zen practice, you will

run into this koan, without fail, if you continue your practice,  "Where have you come

from?"  So it is important to contemplate this in order to come up with your own answer.

Plus and minus are essentially will-less, but we who are trying to practice plus and minus

have personalities, we have will.  Therefore, we need to posit personality onto plus and

minus and be able to answer in this way, the way I have just described.  

In the first meeting of plus and minus, in this meeting that I am now describing,

there is  as yet not a  child  born.   There is  no willful  child  manifest,  yet.   Therefore,

probably there would be no words in this situation, yet.  Buddhism says that it is in fact

after plus and minus have met in this way, tens of thousands of times, that when they

break through each other,  that they then give rise to a child who has the function of

consciousness. According to the teaching of Buddhism, plus and minus both began at

their own origins.  They departed from their own origins and then they came to meet each

other, and then they broke through that meeting, and then they went on to arrive at the

origin of the other activity.  Then they turned around by taking on the form of the other

activity. And by doing the opposite activity, plus returns to his own origin and minus,

doing plus now, returns to minus.   This process of plus and minus coming together,

meeting, breaking through and turning around and returning to their own sources, is the
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separation of subject and object and then the unification of subject and object.   This is

the teaching of Buddhism.   In Tathagata Zen, we take that teaching and do it until the

realization arises, " Yes! That is the way it is."

I've  been  talking  about  these  two  manifestations;  the  manifestation  of  the

separation of subject and object and the manifestation of the unification of subject and

object, over and over and over again.  So, it shouldn't be necessary for me to explain,

once and again, about the breakthrough.  Now that you understand, in at least some way,

the fundamental principle, it is up to you to keep on repeating this teaching to yourself in

zazen,  practicing  it,  appealing  to  your  own  experience,  until  you  truly,  thoroughly

understand it. 

The teaching of Buddhism says that the activity of separating of guest and host,

object and subject can also be called the activity of opening up, of opening. The converse

activity is the activity of unifying guest and host and these two repeat over and over,

innumerable times, until without fail the state manifests in which these two activities do

not need to be done anymore.  That state is called Ultimately Large, the manifestation of

the Ultimately Large, or simply the Universe.  I  have been telling you over and over

about  the  very  first  breakthrough  of  plus  and  minus,  the  process  of  the  first  origin

manifesting the second origin.  When the two break though each other, they both give of

themselves,  a  tiny  amount,  the  ultimately  infinitesimal  amount,  the  smaller  than  the

smallest amount, of themselves.  Those two tiny parts come together and they are the

foundation of the self.  The self, therefore appears as the ultimately infinitesimal, but will

not manifest the Complete Self until it appears as the Ultimately Large.  I think the math

teachers among you will appreciate this.  

Buddhism teaches  that  you will  come to understand that  it  is  only through an

innumerable number of repetitions of separating subject and object and unifying subject

and object,  that the Perfect Self, the Ultimately Large Self, will manifest.   Buddhism

further teaches that it is just as inevitable that the wisdom will arise in you that knows the

state that doesn't have to do separating and unifying guest and host, anymore.  That state
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is the Great Cosmos, itself, that is your true home.  Or we could, equally well call it, the

manifestation  of  the  Perfect  Self.   Yet  another  way  that  Buddhism  describes  this

manifestation  of  the  Perfect  State  of  the  Great  Cosmos,  itself,  is  to  call  it  the

manifestation of Perfect Wisdom.  This Perfect Wisdom, is Complete Wisdom, so if you

have a question such as, "How big is the universe?"  That question will of course be

solved in the manifestation of Perfect Wisdom because Perfect Wisdom is the wisdom

that knows the nature of the self and the nature of universe that is our home.  Isn't this an

amazing thing that Buddhism teaches?

In  the  manifestation  of  the  Perfect  Self,  which  is  the  Great  Cosmos,  which  is

Perfect Wisdom, there are no doubts, there is no need to know anything.  There is no

need to have any emotion. (You have to cancel that previous sentence: emotion.  There

are two words for Kan jo and I said "emotion", but it is really "calculation".) There is no

more need to calculate.  I guess either way is OK.  There is no more need to calculate

your own emotions.  As long as you still need to measure your own emotions, you're not

manifesting your True Self.  Buddhism says that this state, inevitably, will manifest, this

state in which you don't need to measure yourself anymore, in which you don't need to

calculate the nature of your self anymore, or the nature of your emotions, anymore. As I

have been telling you Buddhism further teaches that  this  state of the Perfect  Self,  of

Perfect  Wisdom,  is  also  the  manifestation  of  the  activity  of  True  Love.   Of  course,

Tathagata Zen demands that we actually practice this teaching.  What I really need you to

understand is that True Love is a state in which you don't to be measuring love anymore,

you don't need to be weighing love anymore.   

On the one hand, Buddhism says that everyone is already experiencing this, these

states of not needing to weigh your own love, not needing to measure your love anymore.

But I ask you, " What about yourself?  Do you manifest the love that you don't need to

measure anymore, or not?"  Do zazen and figure it out. Can you measure True Love, or

not?  When you manifest True Love, you are manifesting Perfect Wisdom.  There is no

need to measure anything, anymore.  The moment you think, " I need to measure", your

5



"I am" self has already appeared.  When the Ultimately Large True Love manifests, of all

the  True  Loves,  that  is  when  the  state  has  appeared  where  love  doesn't  need  to  be

manifest anymore. 

 We go out into the garden and we see a beautiful flower and in that moment the

self that manifests is like a dream, like a fantasy.  You can't see it.  We can all have these

experiences in which you just can't say anything.  You can't say it's beautiful or it's not

beautiful.   It's  an  experience  beyond  language.   That  is  the  ultimate  place  of  the

manifestation of the separation and unification of subject and object.  The Root Source

goes through separating subject and object and unifying subject and object and then the

level two Source manifests. The Source, itself, is the Cosmos and therefore you can see in

this process that the Cosmos has manifested a new Cosmos, the level two Cosmos.  The

process by which one Condition of the Origin manifests a new, expanded Condition of

the Origin, is a process in which the expanding activity is leading.  Each Origin isn't

fixated.  Without fail, this process will continue to expand to a new Origin.  Although

plus, expanding is leading, he can't get to the number two Condition of the Origin acting

alone.  In fact, he must be helped by the contracting minus activity in order to arrive at

the level two Source. 

 Separating subject and object and unifying subject and object in this way with the

two  essential  forces  working  together,  it  continues  innumerable  times  until  finally

expanding doesn't have to expand, anymore.  

The state where expanding doesn't need to do expanding, anymore, is the state in

which  plus  and  minus  have  completely  unified.   Plus  and  minus  have  become  one

through  plus  being  helped  by  minus.   In  the  process  from  the  Root  Source  to  the

Ultimately Large, Buddhism teaches an innumerable number of perfect Dharma world's

manifest.  It really sounds ridiculous, doesn't it?  Elementary students probably couldn't

get this.  But as you get older, Jr. High School, High school, little by little, you can come

to understand this.  The level two Source is also the manifestation of the Perfect State.

When level three manifests that is also a manifestation that started at the Root Source,
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which  is  also  the  Cosmos,  itself.   Levels  four,  five,  six  and  so  forth,  are  also

manifestations of the Great Cosmos, also manifestations of the perfect Dharma activity.  

For you who are actually practicing zazen, it is important to manifest the wisdom

that  actually  understands  this  principle  to  the  degree  that  you  can  actually  do  it

yourselves.  You have to understand that level two has the Root Source as its content.

Level five has the four previous worlds as its content.  Level one hundred has all of the

previous  ninety-nine  manifestations  as  its  content.  The  practice  and  the  teaching  of

Tathagata Zen is to say that when the Ultimately Large is manifest, that is the Ultimately

Large.  There is nothing bigger than it, there is nothing outside of it.    It has absolutely

all Dharma worlds as its content, it has all the manifestations of the Perfect Selves as its

content. 

 When looking at any particular existence, every existent being has both plus and

minus as it's content and when those become completely one, that existence manifests its

Perfect  Self.   When  plus  makes  the  minus  world  its  content  that  means  that  plus

experiences minus.  When plus is making minus his content, right at that same moment,

minus is helping in this activity, embracing plus.  When plus is leading in the process,

then always, minus is embracing the plus activity.  It is the role of minus, in this kind of

activity, to make it possible for plus to do plus. 

Let's take up the level one hundred activity that I just mentioned.   In that world

the  plus  activity  has  acted  completely  and  been  completely  embraced  by  the  minus

activity and now they are manifesting unification.  Of course, the Level One hundred

world is a manifestation of True Love.  The manifestation of True Love is a manifestation

in which it is not necessary to love or to hate.  It is not necessary to speak.  Level one

hundred will just not manifest if level ninety-nine is attached to it.  World number ninety-

nine, of course, becomes the content of world one hundred.  Ninety-nine world is also a

perfect world. World number ninety-nine never stops itself, never fixates itself.  It does

the activity of needing to go on to manifest world number one hundred.  Therefore, it

does the activities of separating subject and object and then unifying them again.  The
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Perfect World of level ninety-nine has both plus and minus, as it's content.  It is only

when plus and minus separate from each other that a different kind of world, a no longer

perfect world, manifests.  That is the world of past, present and future.   That manifests

right within the body of the perfect ninety-nine world.  That is when the "I am" self

appears as the distance between plus and minus. 

 The reason I have talked about the principle in this way today is that you folks are

just so smart that you run way ahead and you come to sanzen and give answers which are

answering from some way far ahead that I haven't talked about, yet, part.  When distance

manifests, as I have told you so many times before, it manifests receiving equal parts of

plus and minus.  Now, I know that I have told you it so many times, but I want you to

actually experience this, manifest this, and come and answer from this experience. Past,

present and future appear from the perfect manifestation of world number ninety-nine.

Now a new, more expanded world, number one hundred world manifests.  In fact, at the

moment past,  present and future appear in the separation of subject and object, world

number one hundred also appears.  

The "I am" self, as I always tell you, appears here with both plus and minus as its

content.  It has as its very nature imperfect space.  It has been manifest as a limited part

of the Cosmos, itself.  When all of plus and minus come completely together, that is this

universe  itself,  the  one  that  has  no  second.   It  is  the  activities  of  plus  and  minus,

themselves, totally unifying with each other that form the Great Cosmos, itself.   That

state is something that doesn’t need to know or be known.  That is the manifestation of

True Love. 

 But if you attach to world number ninety-nine, there is no possible way that that

will appear.  You will come to understand how this is exactly speaking about this little

girl who is taking a nap and she just can't wake up.  Why can't she wake up?  Is she

attached to something, so she just can't wake up?   Does she just not need to wake up?

Manjushri goes to a lot of trouble to try to wake her up.  He bangs her on the head, she

still won't wake up!  You have to understand the principle that is trying to be expressed in
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this story.  

It  is said that before Shakyamuni appeared in this world that there were seven

previous Buddhas.  Those seven teachers that appeared before Shakyamuni appeared had

a  teacher,  and who was  that?   Manjushri  was  their  teacher.   And after  Shakyamuni

appeared, Manjushri continued his activity as Shakyamuni's disciple.  This kind of stuff is

good for a bedtime story, but that is not what I want you folks to get in to.  I want you to

know the principle behind this.

  We have world number ninety-nine.  Subject and object separate from that and

past, present and future manifest.  In order for the world of level one hundred to then be

manifest, that world of past, present and future must be beaten to smithereens and melt

completely in to the world of one hundred. In order for a new present moment to be

manifest, according to Buddhism, (in this instance between ninety-nine and one hundred,

I am not sure how to mathematically describe this), we say that if the total amount is one

billion then some thousandth part of one billion is given by both plus and minus and

those come together and form the present.  When that happens, plus gave that part of

himself, so he isn't complete plus anymore.  He is incomplete plus.   Minus is the same.

At the very moment the child appears, incomplete minus appears with the child.  That is

the teaching of Buddhism. 

 The child has equal parts of plus and minus, therefore it is zero.  That is why it is

the child that is closest in nature to the Origin, much closer that either plus or minus.  The

Origin has all of plus and minus as its content and it is also Zero.   The child also has both

plus and minus as it's content in equal amounts, and so the child is also zero.  It doesn't

have all of plus and minus, as it's content, so it is imperfect zero.  The imperfect zero

child always is in relationship with plus and minus, with mother and father.  Father and

mother are acting.   They are acting thinking, "What can we do?   What can we possibly

do to hurry up the development of this child?  And the child is also working.  The child is

also struggling and suffering and thinking, "What can I do to make all of mother and

father my content?  What can I do to get rid of this imperfect self and manifest the Perfect
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Self?"  

If it is an imperfect self who thinks, "I'm fine being an imperfect self."  Here I am

in this world and this world is my home, and this is fine."  Then that kind of self will

never go on to manifest  the number one hundred world of the Perfect Self.  Luckily,

however according to Buddhism, even though the child might think that, the parents don't

think that.   The parents are still  thinking, "What  can we do to help this child  grow?

What can we do to help this imperfect self become the Perfect Self?"  And so the parents

take the initiative and, the father through expanding and the mother through contracting,

give all of themselves to the child.  Here, father and mother both disappear into the child.

This, according to Buddhism, is True Love.  This is the activity of Great Compassion.

When you encounter that kind of motherly and fatherly compassion, through meeting up

with that compassion, everybody will manifest a new self. 

According to Buddhism, as the child grows and develops, then this same process

will happen conversely.  The child will take the initiative.  The child will take the lead in

the activity of making mother and father its content, with will, with consciousness.  The

child will think: "Up until now, I have just been being cared for by mother and father.

They have been giving themselves to me.  I haven't been doing anything.  But from now

on, I have to take the initiative in making mother and father activities my content."  

Either way this process of growth takes place one thing is the same.  None of these

three attach to themselves.  Mother doesn't attach to the mother self.  Father doesn't attach

to the father self. The child does not attach to itself, either.  All three dissolve themselves

in order to manifest new selves.  All three, mother, father and child, do the way of no-

self,  Mu ga do.  That means that none of them attach to themselves.  All three dissolve

themselves.  The result of all three doing the way of no self, is a new unification, a new

Origin, a new manifestation of True Love.  This is the place where no words can come.

No matter what kind of a yardstick you try, no matter what kind of a scale you try, this is

what cannot be measured.

What I am trying to get to is Momyo Bodhisattva and the girl and what they really
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are.  But I haven't really prepared the ground well enough, yet.  But hopefully, you have

gotten at least a little idea of what True Love is.  At least, you can maybe understand that

True Love cannot be measured, cannot be weighed.  The manifestation of your True Self

is  something you don't  need to measure.   Perhaps,  we can say that  mathematics  is  a

philosophical reasoning based on calculation.  But when you reach that place where you

don't have to calculate anymore, then you have reached that place where you don't have

to do math, anymore.  Sounds simple, but it is actually difficult.  

終

The End
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