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Nicodemas, the Pharisees & Righteousness

The morning reading was Isaiah 45 v 14-25

We are continuing with our sermons series in John.  Turn to the Gospel of John Chapter 3.
I want us to read from verse 1 to 21 and follow with me if you don’t mind.

John 3:1-12 (ESV)

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.
2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is
with him."  3 Jesus answered him,  “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born
again he cannot see the kingdom of God."  4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a
man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb
and be born?” 5  Jesus answered,  “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.  6 That which is born of
the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  7 Do not marvel that
I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’  8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you
hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes.  So it is
with everyone who is born of the Spirit."
9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are
you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11  Truly,
truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have
seen, but you do not receive our testimony.  12 If I have told you earthly things and
you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13 No one has
ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.  14

And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be
lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.  
16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in
him should not perish but have eternal life.  17  For God did not send his Son into
the  world  to  condemn the  world,  but  in  order  that  the  world  might  be  saved
through him.  18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not
believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only
Son of God.  19  And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and
people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil.  
20  For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the
light, lest his works should be exposed.  21 But whoever does what is true comes to
the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in
God.”

Sermon

When we get to Chapter 3 in the gospel of John there is a lot of important things that you and
I need to understand.  This is an important chapter in the gospel.

J C Ryle said about this chapter he said, ‘The conversation between Christ and
Nicodemus, which begins with these verses, is one of the most important passages
in the whole bible.  Nowhere else do we find the strongest statements about those
two mighty subjects: the new birth and salvation by faith in the Son of God.  The
servant of  Christ  will  do well  to make himself  thoroughly  acquainted with this
chapter.  A man may be ignorant of many things in religion and yet be saved.  But
to be ignorant of the matters handled in this chapter is to be on the broad-way
which leads to destruction."  
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So this is an important chapter.  I think if you have followed with me as we read this, there
are so many verses that resonate with us because they are so familiar verses that we quote
very often and verses that we understand.
Now let us go into the context in which these things are happening.  After the verses that
Jesus turns the tables in the temple and he told the Jews that the sign they are looking for,
would be him rebuilding the temple in three days, John now adds this little commentary at the
end of John 2 and it is a troubling commentary.  Now remember Jesus was in the temple, he
turned the tables on those who were selling things, it became a market place and the Jews
asked for the sign in Jesus and Jesus said, “The sign which we now know in looking back,
would be His resurrection on the third day.  But many things are happening in the temple and
around the temple in the life of Jesus.  We find this at the end of chapter 2 verses 23-25: 

Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his name
when they saw the signs that he was doing.  But Jesus on his part did not entrust
himself to them, because he knew all people 25 and needed no one to bear witness
about man, for he himself knew what was in man.

This shows us that then believing in his name when they saw the signs that he was doing, that
is does not mean that those people were actually saved.  They did not become part of God’s
kingdom.  That was not the kind of faith that saves.  Now this is true today.  Many claim
miracles In the name of Jesus and then gullible, desperate people would flock to them and
they would profess that they believe in Jesus’ name as the result of these miracles.  But they
may not be saved at all.  And those are false miracles.  many of these things that we  hear
about and see are false doctrines; these re scams and deceitful practices that are nothing
more than Satan,  pretending  himself  to  be an angel  of  light  to  keep men and women in
darkness.  And if you think I am being harsh or judgemental here, wait until you  read the text
before us again.  Because the text we just read, it says even if  the miracles were done by the
LORD Jesus Christ Himself, believing in His name on account of the miracles, are still not the
basis of faith, of true saving faith.  

John MacArthur on his commentary says there is an old gospel  song that has the
line that everybody talking about heaven  and going there and he says that this
line accurately describes many in the church: outwardly they identify with Christ
but inwardly they have never been genuinely  converted because the cling to a
false profession.  They fool themselves into thinking they are on the narrow path
leading to life, when in reality they are on the broad road that leads to destruction.
To make matters worse, their self-deception is being reinforced by well meaning,
but undiscerning Christians who naively embrace them as true believers.  Such
confusion stems from the watered down pseudo gospel  s that are promulgated
from far too many pulpits.  Cheap grace, marked driven ministries, emotionism,
subjectivism,  and  indiscriminate  inclusivism  have  infiltrated  the  church  with
devastating consequences.  As a result, almost any profession of faith is affirmed
as genuine, even from those whose lives manifest no sign of true faith.  For many,
no  one’s  faith  is  to  be  questioned.   Meanwhile  key  New Testament  passages
regarding the danger of false faith and a need for self-examination go unheeded.

Is this true of the church in general today? I would say sadly, It is.  We are afraid to call out
sin, we are afraid to call out false doctrine.  We have lost the purity of the church because we
are so concerned about not offending anyone.  And meanwhile people’s souls are at stake.

Eternity is on the line.  Maybe you are impressed with Jesus’ teaching this morning or you
may be taking out by his miracles, you may enjoy the community of God’s people, the love and
care you find in a church or whatever else you claim for faith, but this passage will teach us
that, that is not faith.

You see it is easy to find something about Jesus to believe; it is not difficult.  It maybe His
Love: what a loving saviour.  It might be his teaching: he was a teacher who taught with
authority; or it might be even miracles that Jesus performed as we read in this passage.  But
to truly believe, to really be a child of God, to have part of the kingdom of God, something far
beyond our control needs to take place: and that should be the yearning of every sinners
heart.  We should cry out, “Lord, Save Me!” It is only when we realise our utter hopeless state
that we can come and bring ourselves to understand that salvation belongs to the LORD.  That
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real and crucial need in our hearts to be rights with God, can only be met by God’s grace and
that comes from above.  You just don’t have it in you to rightly believe.
The problem is that you and I can so easily deceive ourselves.  It is as if my only reference
point  is my only little world.  What I am, what I have done, what I can do, How I compare
with others who are less sinful than me.  And even how close I am to the things of God and we
put that all in the basket and we bring it and we say, “Look, I am a Christian.  I have part of
the kingdom of God”.  But this chapter in John’s Gospel, should crush all those pillars on
which we build.  They are nothing but sandcastles because what you need, when you and I
and only way to enter the kingdom of God is to be born again.  
I pray therefore that this chapter we’ll be looking at in the next few weeks would settle deep
into your heart.  Because if you are concerned for your soul, and if you are serious about
where you stand with God, this passage should be very convicting and at the same time,
comforting to you.  

Well let’s get into the actual passage.  Its starts with the introduction of a man, a man called
Nicodemus.  He is a Pharisee, a ruler of the Jews.  How do we know that? Well it is written
down for us in the first verse.  

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.

Easy enough.  Now Nicodemus was a common name in those days.  Even though he was a
devout Jew,  I mean he was a Pharisee, a ruler of the Jews, he has a Greek name.  His name
actually  means  ‘Conqueror  of  the  people”  and  if  you  are  a  keen  sportsman,  you  would
recognise part of his name written down  on your shoes or on your clothes.  It’s Nike.  He was
a powerful man, a ruler, meaning that he must have served as one of the seventy men in the
Sanhedrin with a highest position of the Sanhedrin occupied by the high priest, making the
high priest the 71st member of the Sanhedrin.  So Nicodemus served as a ruler over Israel in
the  highest  legal  legislative  and  judicial  body  among  the  Jews.   He  was  an  extremely
important  man.   All  in  all  Nicodemus  was  an  outstanding  man,  with  high  moral  values,
powerful and yet, we see, his heart is troubled.  John 3 v 2, 

This man came to Jesus by night and he said to him, “Rabbi, we know you are a
teacher  from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with
him."

He addresses Jesus as ‘Rabbi’, which was a very noble and respectable title in those days.
There is some evidence that this title is almost equal to what we have today as an ordained
minister; some call their pastors ‘Reverend’, a word that I am not very comfortable with, but
‘Reverend’ is  that he is  an ordained minister.   Well  the word “Rabbi’”  is that he was an
ordained teacher; He had authority to teach.  So when Nicodemus addressed Jesus as Rabbi,
he was confirming that Jesus was a recognised and an authoritative teacher among God’s
people.  And that he got that authority from God.  I believe that Nicodemus probably meant
this sincerely.  But we shall see later that this title Rabbi was also used in a mocking sense by
the Pharisees when they looked at him and said in an almost mocking voice, “Oh Rabbi!”
meaning they are the true Rabbi’s; they were the true teachers of Israel.

Now you can probably relate to what’s happening here.  Because at this point,  Jesus is a
strangely  attractive  phenomenon  among  the  people.   He  teaches  with  authority,  with
conviction, and alongside the teaching Jesus is doing all these miracles.  So the Pharisees are
all trying to figure Him out.  Who is this man? Who gave Him the authority to do so? What
about all these miracles? That’s why we saw in the previous chapter that some people started
believing in Him.  It is therefore no surprise that Nicodemus says Rabbi and looking at the
plural pronoun there, we know that you are a teacher from God.  We know, We the Pharisees,
the scribes and the members of the Sanhedrin, we know that there is something about you
that we just cannot deny.  And it is obvious to us  for no one can do these signs that you do
unless God is with him.  They realise this; they saw this.  
Now does this sound familiar?  You see John is linking the believing of the Pharisees with the
believing  of  the  crowd  earlier  in  chapter  2.   At  this  point,  there  must  have  been  some
Pharisees who believed just like many in the crowds, who believed on account of the miracles
that Jesus did.  But the Pharisees would have this extra incentive or attraction to Jesus.  he’s
not only to them  the miracle maker  but he’s also a teacher like they were Rabb’s.  No one
would think the Pharisees should have been the obvious first disciples therefore; they are men
of the law, they are men of the Word; they are men who search for holiness and godliness, but
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as we shall see their whole view of God and themselves made them the least probable to see
the kingdom of God.

So Nicodemus, like all the Pharisees, he knew if he followed every single law that was written
down in the Torah, He also strictly followed all the traditions of the Elders, added to those
laws over time.  For the Pharisees this was the only way of Salvation; no doubt that the
Pharisees saw their righteousness in their works, it is what they did, how they obeyed the law.
Even  the  name Pharisee  demonstrates  this.   It  comes  from a  Hebrew word  meaning  ‘to
declare’ or to ‘distinguish’ or to ‘separate’.  These men lived their lives in public declaring
their righteousness as we have seen in some of the parables.  They distinguished themselves
from those poor and wretched sinners below them; they were separated from them.  They
lived on the highest spiritual level or a more godly space than all those sinners around them.
They were really an arrogant people.  
It is important then for us as we study this gospel to understand who the Pharisees are.  And
we need to understand them a little bit better.  So in the Gospels we see that the Pharisees
are not painted in a good light at all.  They are actually the main antagonists in the gospel.  
So turn with me to  Matthew chapter 23 and as we look at it we will get to know those
Pharisees.

I am not going to read the whole chapter.  I am going to chop it off and make a few comments
as we go along so we can get to know these Pharisees.  
First of all the Pharisees were the ultimate hypocrites.  Look at verses 1-3:

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, “The scribes and the Pharisees
sit on Moses' seat,  so do and observe whatever they tell you, but not the works
they do.  For they preach, but do not practice.

We have  this  saying  in  English:  “Practice  what  you preach”.   These  Pharisees  were  the
ultimate hypocrites.  They would preach publically in the streets, they would say this is the
word  of  God and yet  they  themselves  did  not  keep  it  properly.   They  were the  ultimate
legalists.  Again in verse 2:

… the scribes and the Pharisees sit on 'Moses seat’

This is a reference to the law but they go beyond the law by adding all those extra additions I
mentioned before.  Look at verse 4:

They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on people's shoulders, but
they themselves are not willing to move them with their finger.

Again these were the ultimate legalists.  They would be the people who would walk around
the church and look at what is wrong.  Who is breaking God’s law and lo, and behold if you
were one of them, they would lay even more burdens on you.  Legalism is an evil in the
church; they were show offs; they were egotists.  

Look at verse 5:

They do all their deeds to be seen by others.  For they make their phylacteries
broad and their fringes long

Now those phylacteries were little boxes that they carried with them to show the prayers that
they rendered to God.   It  was all  show; theirs were the biggest.   They are full  of  pride,
haughty people.

Look at verses 6-7:

… and they love the place of honour at feasts and the best seats in the synagogues
and greetings in the marketplaces and being called rabbi by others.

You see these men walked around and they fed themselves off the praise they would get from
the people and they loved it.  And if you had a wedding or a party or a meeting or whatever
the case was and you had one of those Pharisees, you would make sure they would get the
best seat, because you wanted to be in their good books; and they thrived on that.  
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Taking all of this into account, we understand that Jesus had very harsh words to say.  In fact,
Jesus curses them.  Curse in the sense he puts a curse on them.

Look at verse 13:

But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut the kingdom of
heaven in people's faces.  For you neither enter yourselves nor allow those who
would enter to go in.

You know this, we should not miss and this is the saddest thing that you can ever imagine
because of this is vital for our understanding of the gospel.  Jesus said that these legalistic
hypocritical arrogant and boastful religious people were responsible for shutting the kingdom
in people’s faces.  We have a heart and a desire, a burden on our hearts to see people to come
to  faith.   We want  them to  know Christ  properly.   If  we  are  Pharisaic,  if  we  are  those
hypocritical legalistic arrogant and boastful religious people, aren’t we in the same place they
are: shutting out people to enter into the kingdom of God.  Well they were.  This is no small
matter and this hasn’t  changed,  has it?  Because these people still  shut  them the door in
people’s faces.  Jesus said that they themselves are not entering into the kingdom and those
who they influence with their view of righteousness, won’t enter there either.  What a sad
indictment.

Look at verse 15 - another curse:

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel across sea and land
to make a single proselyte, and when he becomes a proselyte, you make him twice
as much a child of hell as yourselves.

Even though there was nothing wrong with their zeal, these were zealous active people: they
would cross oceans to win souls for God.  But it would make them twice as much a child of
hell as they themselves were.  Again these are not tender words.  Jesus is not mixing his
words here.  He is telling them what a terrible people they are; it’s not only they have been
deceived, that they live far away from the kingdom of God but their actions and even their
zeal would be causing others not to enter into the kingdom of God.  As a matter of fact he
said, ‘You make them twice as much children of hell than you yourselves are.  ’  Don’t miss
this.  These were the most respected, most honoured, and most revered people in Jerusalem.
Don’t miss this either: No one knew the Torah or the law better than the scribes and the
Pharisees.   When they opened their  mouths,  they spoke like teachers,  like knowledgeable
men; everyone listened to them.  Don’t miss the fact that through the eyes of the general
population these men were the standard of holy living.  if you would walk around in Jerusalem
and you wanted to know “What does it look like to be someone who follows the Word of God?”
you would run to a Pharisee.  They would make people swear with a gift on the altar or make
them swear by the temple.  These were insignificant things to the people whose whole religion
was centred on the temple.  But again the Pharisees missed the point, and by missing the
point, they deceived the people.  Jesus tells them that it is the altar that makes the gift and
not the gift on the altar.  It Is the LORD of the temple that makes the gift and not the temple.
Don’t miss the fact that their religion was spectacular.  It was outwardly visible for all to see,
yet inwardly they were bankrupt.  You could see that in the way they tithed and yet neglected
the weightier matters of the law like justice and mercy and faithfulness.  
Don’t miss the fact that their religion was so superficial.  Verse 25-26

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup
and the plate, but inside they are full  of greed and self-indulgence.   You blind
Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and the plate, that the outside also may
be clean.

Jesus did not stop there.  Listen to the next accusation and the next curse.  Verse 27-28:

Woe to  you,  scribes  and  Pharisees,  hypocrites!  For  you  are  like  whitewashed
tombs,  which  outwardly  appear  beautiful,  but  within  are  full  of  dead  people's
bones and all uncleanness.  
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So  you  also  outwardly  appear  righteous  to  others,  but  within  you  are  full  of
hypocrisy and lawlessness.

You and I do not understand the weight of what Jesus is saying here.  For a Jew to be even
close to a dead body is an anathema; it is uncleanness.  Only a few can do that and when they
do, they have to go through a cleansing ritual in order for them to be able to be clean in the
presence of God.  And He says to them, “You are whitewashed tombs but if you are actually
the bones inside.  The Pharisees were so self-righteous.  So arrogant that they said those
words they should never ever come from the mouth of a Christian.  We’ll find that in verse 29-
30: they said, “I shall never sin like that."    Never let these words come from your mouth
because we know that it is only by the grace of God that we stand even now in our faith.

Look at verse 29-30:

Woe to you,  scribes and Pharisees,  hypocrites!  For you build the tombs of  the
prophets and decorate the monuments of the righteous,  saying, ‘If we had lived in
the days of our fathers, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the
blood of the prophets.

And meanwhile these are the men that are going to crucify The Prophet of God, the LORD
Jesus Christ.  Verse 32-33:

Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers.  You serpents, you brood of vipers, how
are you to escape being sentenced to hell?

You see Jesus does not hold back when it comes to the Pharisees.  They are on a path of
destruction themselves, and because of their teaching and because of their way of life, they
are taking with them many who would follow.

Now let me ask you this question and I want you to give an honest answer: Do you think that
any of  these men at any time thought  that their  way was wrong? Think about that for a
moment.  Would they have done all those things and thought to themselves, “Well we are on
the wrong path."  , well I don’t think they ever thought that.  They were convinced that they
were right but the more pertinent question to you this morning and probably even more in
need of an honest answer is this: Do you ever think that your religious acts, your zeal, your
public attendance of church, your knowledge of the law, the respect and honour that you get
from other Christians or the outward appearances of holiness  that you portray  or even your
assurance that you will  never fail  in grave sin yourself,  do you think that these are valid
reasons to bring before  God as currency to put before Him as righteousness? 
You know we can deceive ourselves so quickly.  We are like the Pharisees so often in thinking
that there is  something within me, my zeal,  “I  am the missionary, you’re not.   My public
attendance at church: I am there every Sunday; that person is not.  My knowledge of the law:
I have studied theology; that one has not.  Oh and the honour and respect I get as a Christian,
everyone  loves  me  because  of  my  wonderful  gifts.   Or  the  outward  appearances  of  my
holiness.  Oh just look at me.  Look what a good Christian man or woman I am.  Oh and I will
never sin.  No I am beyond that and I am above that”.  Are those things you bring to the table?
Are those things that you  bring to God and say “Look God, you should surely look at me as
this righteous man or woman."

I know we will quickly jump to the answer and say “No, not me."  But none of these Pharisees
saw any of their religious things for what they truly were.  We’’ do well to let the holy  Spirit
cut us open, being the skilled surgeon that He is and expose that cancerous growth of the
Pharisees  in our own hearts because as I stand here before you, I myself have to admit that
there is something  about the Pharisees even In me.  
And Paul recognises this.  Look at Philippians 3 v 5-9; he writes after this the spirit of God
revealed this truth about the new birth to Paul he writes the following

circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a
Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee;   as to zeal, a persecutor of the
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

Now this is the change.  The verses 5-6 is his resume of a Pharisee.  He has everything in
place for God to love him, for God to take him, and for God to bring him into eternal life
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because he has been circumcised,  because  I  am a  people  of  Israel,  I  am of  the  tribe of
Benjamin: the most beloved tribe; a Hebrew of the Hebrews, the law.  I have got nothing
wrong with zeal.  I have even persecuted the church.  No one comes close to Saul.

But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  Indeed, I count
everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord.

You see Paul recognised that his faith is not about what he sees in Christ from a distance, it is
about knowing Christ, deeply and sincerely.  

For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in
order that I may gain Christ and be found in him,

and here is the key:

not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law,

In other words, not being a Pharisee:

but that which comes through faith in Christ,  the righteousness from God that
depends on faith—

What does Paul say? “For me to be right with God, I need the new birth, I need something
outside of myself, I need a foreign or alien righteousness,  not my own because I have no
righteousness to present to God.  Nothing.  
John 3 tells us what this means.  This is of utmost importance for you and me to understand.
It  is  crucial  because  every  man  not  being  born again  lives  his  life  with  these  Pharisees
disposition.  

Now I know that I am speaking to a people whom I know well and who I love dearly .  I know I
am speaking to children who grew up in churches.  I know that our children have learned
their catechisms from very early, they know the scriptures.  I know that some of them have
grown up and now have teen agers or young adults and they might be the Pharisees in among
us, there might be those who think that they know Christ, they might love the teaching, they
might love the fellowship, they might be some of those who enjoy the church but they follow
Christ outwardly.  And yet they have never experienced the new birth, they are still lost in
their sins.  

Nicodemus was one of them.  We will meet him again.  We will meet him twice other than in
this specific chapter 3.  We will meet him in John 7 and again in chapter 19.  Well let me read
to you John ch 7 and we will see what happens to this man.  John 7 v 45-52

The officers then came to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them, “Why
did you not bring him?”  The officers answered, “No one ever spoke like this man!”
The Pharisees answered them, “Have you also been deceived?   Have any of the
authorities or the Pharisees believed in him? But this crowd that does not know
the law is accursed."    Nicodemus, who had gone to him before, and who was one
of  them,  said  to  them,  “Does  our  law judge  a  man without  first  giving  him a
hearing and learning what he does?” They replied, “Are you from Galilee too?
Search and see that no prophet arises from Galilee.

Here we have Nicodemus later in the gospel.  He is playing a lawyer, he is the advocate, he is
the one that is going to present Jesus’ case as it were to these Pharisees.  “Give him a fair
trial."   he says.  Well let’s turn on to John 19 v 38-40:

After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly
for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus, and
Pilate gave him permission.  So he came and took away his body.  Nicodemus also,
who earlier had come to Jesus by night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh and
aloes, about seventy-five pounds in weight.  So they took the body of Jesus and
bound it in linen cloths with the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews.
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It seems that this man who came at night, this self-righteous Pharisee who was astonished by
the teaching of Jesus --  there was something about Jesus that he saw.  Maybe it  was the
miracle.  Maybe it was the teaching but deep down in Nicodemus’ heart he knew that he
needed  something  more  than  a  self-righteous  la:  obedience  that  he  could  not  keep  up.
Nicodemus knew that he needed to go to Jesus even if it meant him going at night or maybe
fear of his own life or maybe as some commentators say, just to hide the darkness in his own
soul.  And he went, he listened to Jesus, he listened to how Jesus told him, “Truly, truly I say
to you, unless a man is born again, you shall not see the kingdom of God”.  And throughout
the ministry of Jesus, Nicodemus would be there somewhere in the crowd: he would listen, he
would observe but at the end of this gospel, this Pharisee, this man so self-righteous, who is in
the category of hypocrites, of white-washed stones, the vipers, he seems to be coming to faith.
He is there concerning himself over the body of the LORD Jesus Christ himself.

What does this teach us? it is just first of all, that you and I by nature Pharisaic.  We are the
Pharisees.  We are studying many of the parables in out care groups, and I do not know about
you, but every time the Pharisees are mentioned, I squirm because  there is something about
the Pharisees in me.  We always try to portray ourselves as the holy ones, as the godly ones.
In our  own lives  we come to  God or  before  God with our  prayers  even saying,  “What  a
wonderful man I am! Look, God, what I have done”.  Give me, Give me!

This teaches us that you cannot be a true believer unless salvation comes from above.  And
this is my warning again to all of us who are listening: if you have been coming to church, I
don’t care if it has been seventy years and yet you have not been born again, you are not a
Christian.  Maybe you have come to Sunday School like I said, or you are there at every Bible
Study and you enjoy it; you enjoy the fellowship, you enjoy he blessings of the churches you
find in Hebrews chapter 6.  Maybe you have tasted even the work of the Holy Spirit in your
midst and yet you have not been born again, yet.  Cry out today, cry out today before God and
say, “I need you to save me because salvation comes from above.  I cannot knock on the doors
of heaven and say ‘God save me.  Let me help.’”  That is what the Pharisees did.

So I want to leave you there as it were.  I want to leave you hanging with this thought in your
mind: How do I come to a right understanding of the LORD Jesus Christ? I want to leave you
there with the sense of your own hypocritical, sinfulness.  Brothers and Sisters we all have
that as part of us and if  you are not a born again believer, that kind of life,  that kind of
philosophy is exactly what will lead you to eternal damnation.  And you may be sitting there
thinking, ‘Well, I’m okay’.  Well, I am not and you are not unless you are born again.

Next week, Lord willing, we will find out: What does it mean to be born again.  What does
Jesus mean when he says to Nicodemus “You should be born again in the water and in the
spirit."

Philippians 4 v 19  Benediction

And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in
Christ Jesus.  To our God and Father be glory forever and ever.  Amen.
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