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Blogs have often been described as a site for debate, and potentially for disagreement and even open 

conflict. Academic blogs are no exception, as they often involve debate between different, sometimes 

opposing positions and approaches. Conflict is often represented initially in the post, or it may emerge 

and develop in the comments that follow. Starting from the idea that blog comments are mostly 

characterized by interwoven polylogues involving different types of communities and displaying 

different types of identities, the talk centres on how a conflict of positions is represented and resolved 

– or, conversely, reinforced - in these polylogues. Using a small corpus of economics blogs, in 

particular, the talk looks at interaction within the multiple communities that constitute the community 

of blogging practice and at their interactional behaviour before potentially conflicting encounters. 

The analysis aims at identifying different ways of “making sense” of other positions and different 

ways of opening or closing up space for the acknowledgement of other positions. On this basis, I 

present some reflections on the potential blurring of many distinctions in the public display of 

personal disclosures that often characterizes blogging. The multiplicity of identities and communities 

participating in the activity is seen as both an opportunity and a threat in relation to managing 

polarized dialogue. 
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