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KEEP CURRENT WITH UPCOMING EVENTS IN CRUISE NEWS

NEXT ICA GET TOGETHER
FRIDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER AT THE RNZYS - DINGY LOCKER

‘AROUND NZ’S SOUTH ISLAND ON BOBCAT’
EMAIL john@islandcruising.co.nz TO BOOK

Members Profile
Varekai Goes Lithium
Sail 2 Indonesia 2017

Doyle PCR Update
What Works

ICA Events for 2017
Lots of Updates

Another huge Cruise News this month!Musket Madness:-) Fiji Bitter must be really strong!

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Island-Cruising-Association/123857301063240


Island Cruising Regattas Ltd. and Island Cruising NZ Ltd. Trading as the Island Cruising Association or ICA 
Directors;- ICA International - John & Lyn Martin. ICA NZ - Nigel & Amanda Richards

email: ICA International Islandcruising99@gmail.com - ICA NZ islandcruising.nz@gmail.com
    Snail mail: P.O. Box 534, Paihia Bay of Islands, 0247, New Zealand 

  Offices:- The good ship "WINDFLOWER",  & “VAREKAI”
New Zealand 09 8898 444  Australia - 073 0403072

UPFRONT
FRONT COVER

EDITOR'S 
NOTES

Fun at the Fiji Farewell Dinner, 
at Musket Cove’s Island Bar. We 
handed out new Battle Flags for 

those that were 
carrying onto Vanuatu and they 

promptly became Sulu’s.

John & Lyn

Vanuatu, AWESOME we've now got as 
far as Vila but have taken our time and 
seen several anchorages we've not 
visited before. Now in Vila with the 
fleet dispersing to explore. Catch up on 
all the goss from pg. 17. 
The MS S2I is also now in full swing and 
having a great time, see pg 27. 
Places are filling fast for the November 
Cruising Prep Seminar in Auckland be 
quick if you’re keen.

www.islandcruising.org

CRUISING PREPARATION SEMINAR 
Saturday 18th and Sunday 19th November

http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?p=3592

ICA 2018 FRENCH POLYNESIA RALLY
Expressions of Interest are sought for this rally
http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_id=2714

ICA 2018 SAIL TONGA RALLY 
Expressions of Interest are now 

open for this rally 
http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_id=3878

2018 MULTIHULL SOLUTIONS 
WONDERFUL SAIL 2 INDONESIA RALLY

Register NOW, rally open to Mono’s, 
Multies, Power and sail - 11-25m

NEXT UP.

Mystery Island
Aneityum 

CLUB NIGHT
“Around the South Island on Bob Cat”

Bob and Heathers AWESOME adventure
RNZYS Dingy Locker
Friday 8th September

Bookings essential by email please to 
john@islandcruising.co.nz
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WE WOULD LOVE TO GET TO KNOW YOU BETTER
WHO ARE THE MEMBERS OF THE ISLAND CRUISING ASSOCIATION? 

The readers of our monthly Cruise News publications come from a variety of backgrounds, with differing sailing experience; from none to 
thousands of ocean miles. Whether from New Zealand, Australia, USA, UK or beyond we would love to know more about you, your boat; if you 
have one or dream of one, your sailing experiences, your favourite anchorages, your inspirations, professions and dreams. It would be great to 

put more faces to names and learn about our fellow cruisers. 

NAME: Phil Plimmer

 BOAT: Different Drummer,
 Lotus 10.6m

Cruise News: Well Phil, we finally have you cornered! Let’s start with where you started sailing?
Phil: I come from a family with a bit of nautical background. One of my uncles spent a lifetime as a merchant marine engineer, and 

the daughter of a cousin was the first Kiwi female to qualify as a merchant ship captain, with her own command. My brother
circumnavigated the world over a 10 year period in his motor sailer. I was introduced to yachting by friends as a teenager, and I 

knew immediately it was something I wanted to do more of. 

CN: So have you got your own boat? 
Phil: Yes. a multipurpose sailing dinghy that we mucked around on as a family, and later trailer-sailers and a keel yacht. 

I have only owned one keel yacht - ‘Different Drummer’ which I bought in 2003, with the intention of taking it offshore when we were 
both ready. The first trip was in 2006. ‘DD’ is an Alan Wright designed Lotus 10.6 (now 11.2m) which is a typical Kiwi cruising yacht, not 

specifically intended for offshore, but they are well designed and built (mine is the mark II version, one of the last, and built to 
 survey) and it has performed admirably in that role. It’s big enough to do the job well, small enough to be easy to manage, and I 

have always believed the amount of enjoyment you have cruising is not related to the size of the boat. 



CN: Did your occupation provide you with a background that was useful as a cruiser? 
Phil:  I  was a Civil Engineer who morphed into a concrete technology consultant. But I was also a typical Kiwi bloke who extended 
the houses we lived in and did my own maintenance on bikes, cars and machinery around a lifestyle farm for many years. A lot of 

useful stuff learned there. 

CN: Did you get sailing experience before going offshore?
Phil: Very definitely. I sailed my trailer-sailers extensively around the coast, doing a Cook Strait passage in one and Tauranga to North 
Cape in another, over several years. And then there was what I call my ‘apprenticeship’, as crew for other cruisers while I learnt the 

ropes. I did a round North Island trip with my brother before he went offshore, and perhaps a dozen passages to and from the islands 

CN: So, where are the best places you have been in Different Drummer?
Phil: I enjoy getting off the beaten track. I have covered a perimeter created by Queensland, PNG, The Solomons, Samoa, and The 
Cooks.  Sailing up the Queensland coast under spinnaker day after day was awesome. The Louisades is all drop-dead beautiful. The
 fringing reef of western side of New Caledonia has the most beautiful snorkelling I have ever experienced. The people in the remote 

islands at the top of Vanuatu are perhaps the friendliest folk I have come across – just so
 comfortable and proud of their traditional living. The Vavau’s rightly have their reputation as one of the world’s great cruising 
grounds, and Fiji’s Lau group is another string of beautiful anchorages. The deep moorings at Niue and Palmerston Island were

 interesting experiences. And then there were the surreal mid ocean reef anchorages – Minerva, Chesterfields, and Holmes. 

CN: What changes have you seen over the period you have been cruising? 
Phil: When I first went offshore yachts like H28’s were quite common, there were few boats over 40’. Advances in sail 

handling systems have made a huge difference, and now DD is one of the smaller. It was the era when Moorings were migrating 
yachts from NZ to Tonga for the winter, and we started to realise fin keel boats could safely make these passages. Solar panels, wind 
generators, and water makers were rare and often primitive. Hard dinghies were common. The biggest changes have come in nav-
igation and communications. Sextants and people who can use them are rare. So are paper charts. A handful of chartplotters and 
GPS’s does the job fine. The trusty SSB is rapidly on the way out and we are happy to rely on black boxes and satellites for both nav-
igation and communication. We can see AIS equipped vessels from our bunks. But I think the most profound change is the ability to 

get world class weather and routing information on passage using programmes such as Predict Wind. 

CN; So where to for the future? 
Phil: One year at a time! Next year’s rally to French Polynesia has caught my attention and imagination. I know from a little past

 experience it is another lovely part of the world and I would like to take DD there to continue the experience. I will be putting the 
word out to my trusty crew mates soon to see who else is interested.



CN: What changes have you seen over the period you have been cruising?                                              
Phil: When I first went offshore yachts like H28’s were quite common, there were few boats over 40’. 
Advances in sail handling systems have made a huge difference, and now DD is one of the smaller. It 
was the era when Moorings were migrating yachts from NZ to Tonga for the winter, and we started 

to realise fin keel boats could safely make these passages. Solar panels, wind
generators, and water makers were rare and often primitive. Hard dinghies were common. 

The biggest changes have come in navigation and communications. Sextants and people who can use 
them are rare. So are paper charts. A handful of chartplotters and GPS’s does the job fine. The trusty 

SSB is rapidly on the way out and we are happy to rely on black boxes and satellites for both navi-
gation and communication. We can see AIS equipped vessels from our bunks. But I think the most 

profound change is the ability to get world class weather and routing information on passage using 
programmes such as Predict Wind.

CN; So where to for the future?
Phil: One year at a time! Next year’s rally to French Polynesia has caught my attention and 

imagination. I know from a little past experience it is another lovely part of the world and I would 
like to take DD there to continue the experience. I will be putting the word out to my trusty crew 

mates soon to see who else is interested.

For Sale
Vivacious 42ft Passport.

Major refit 2012.  Very capable offshore 
boat.  Completed circumnavigation 

and several Pacific Circuits.  
Too much inventory to list.  

All modern equipment.
NZ Registered Ship.  

Fastidious Owner
Ready to go offshore with little addi-

tional work

Price NZ$195,000

Contact owner direct, Russ by email

 russte66@gmail.com



Matin d’Or
Westerly Oceanmaster 48

Solid, safe seaworthy vessel built 
under Lloyds supervision. 
Fantastic cruising boat.

Easy to sail short handed.
Owned by a boatbuilder for the last 9 

years and well maintained.
Fresh from a major refurbishment.

Ready to go Cruising with lots of gear on 
board.

Fully imported into NZ.
Berth available for long term rental at 

Gulf Harbour if required.
Price $350,000

For sale by Owner
Email matindor@gmail.com

Phone 0210 689 839

http://mail.cruisingcompass.com/t/r-l-jlthmdy-dukkuhkhjd-n/
http://mail.pitch.net.nz/t/r-l-jltypiy-jkujadllk-b/


2017 Island Cruising Association 
Cruising Preparation Seminar 

Syllabus

• The Ideal Cruising Yacht:
Design, materials and layout

• Rigging: for extended cruising &
safety, deck layout, preventors

• Sails: selection, balance, tuning,
fault finding,maintenance

• Furling: headsail, mainsail, car
handling,storm safety

• Anchors & Anchoring:
equipment and techniques

• Provisioning: food stores,
availability

• Water: treatment, filtration,
purification, watermakers

• Vessel Systems: plumbing,
gas, fuel...

• Power generation: look at all
the options

• Electronics: radios, charts, GPS
Radar, autopilot, AIS, Satellite

• Money: management
• Search and Rescue: authority

and scope of operations
• NZ Category 1: Inspection

Certificate; What it means
• Yacht Management: watch

systems and safety protocols
• Ship Registration: guide to

ships registry

• Navigation: basic equipment
requirements

• Charts: tables, filing,
requirements

• Log Keeping: basic record
keeping

• Books: recommended,
reference manuals,
pilots and cruising guides

• Computers: what they can do
for you, Email

• Interfacing: all electronics,
advantages & disadvantages

• Radios, VHF, SSB, HAM:
skeds, operation, installing

• Steering - Tiller, wheel, vanes,
emergency

• Diesel Engines: how they
work, troubleshooting, spares

• Fuel: Filters, injectors
• Passage preparation:

Coastal and Offshore
• Passage Planning: Coastal

and Offshore.
• Weather: Coastal and

Offshore
• Emergencies at Sea: fire,

grounding, heavy weather,
damage, leaks, MOB

• Repairs at Sea: rigging,
steering, towing, abandon ship

• Legalities: Items of concern
• Heavy Weather: storm rigs,

storm sails,heaving-to, lying-a-
     hull, sea anchors, drogues
• Living aboard: Families,

children, other cruisers, Locals

Times: Sat. 0800 Sun. 0900 
(Each day finishes 1700)

Conditions of Registration:Dates 
are posted on the ICA website and 
are fixed. Refund Policy is stated on 
the Seminar Booking page. Island 
Cruising reserves the right to vary 
the syllabus from that stated.

2017 Island Cruising Assoc. 
Cruising Preparation 

Seminar.
Live the Cruising 

Dream!

It’s a dream many have but 
just how do you achieve it? 

Just what’s involved? Do I have the right boat? Is this 
something I can do? How do I set up my boat?
These are all questions that come up regularly when 
we’re speaking to people about cruising whether it’s 
extended coastal, power or sail, or offshore cruising 
they’re thinking of.
This seminar series is designed to answer those ques-
tions and a whole lot more, get you out there, well 
prepared, safely and having fun. With over 30 topics 
ranging from sails and sail repair to safety gear and 
how to use it, your electrical system to communica-
tions aboard, this weekend seminar covers it all. The 
number of attendees is limited to just 20 couples at 
each venue which allows each participants situa-
tion to be addressed. 
For subjects that need a little more intense coverage 
there’s the option of four separate intensive sessions 
on the Monday and Tuesday after the weekend sem-
inar.

For a full syllabus and a schedule of dates & venues 
click "Cruising Prep Seminars" on the RH menu bar 

on the ICA site.

www.islandcruising.org

email islandcruising99@gmail.com www.islandcruising.org

Conditions of Registration
Seminar dates are as posted on the Island Cruising web site and 
are fixed. Venues in each location will be confirmed closer to the 
seminar date. Full updates will be given to all seminar attendees.
Refund Policy is stated on the Seminar Booking page.
Island Cruising reserves the right to vary the syllabus from that 
stated.

Sail repairs on passage.

Safety Gear and how to use it

Understanding weather-
In layman’s terms

AUCKLAND - Saturday 18th 
& Sunday 19th November



• Just what’s involved?  •  Do I have the right boat?
• Is this something I can do?  •  How do I set up my boat?

These are all questions that come up regularly when we’re speaking to people about
cruising, whether it’s extended coastal, power or sail, or offshore cruising they’re thinking of. 
This seminar series is designed to answer those questions and a whole lot more, get you out 

there, well prepared safely and having fun. With over 30 topics ranging from sails and sail 
repair to safety gear and how to use it, your electrical system to communications aboard...

this weekend seminar covers it all.

.

For more info and to purchase tickets go to:
www.downunderrally.com/offshore-cruising-prep-courses/

For enquires email: downunderrally@gmail.com

www.downunderrally.com

Sail Repairs on Passage Safety Gear & How to Use it Understanding Weather - in laymans terms!

Down Under Rally, in association with Island Cruising present...

NSW - Royal Motor Yacht Club
Saturday 3rd & Sunday 4th February 2018

QLD - Southport Yacht Club
Saturday 10th & Sunday 11th February 2018

Live the Cruising Dream!
It’s a dream many have but just how do you achieve it?

Summer Down Under
www.downunderrally.com

From: Musket Cove Yacht Club mcyc@musketcovefiji.com
Subject: The 2017 Annual Fiji Regatta at Musket Cove is coming

Date: 15 July 2017 at 1:28 PM
To: John john@islandcruising.co.nz

MusketCove Yacht Club and Marina is situated in the Mamanuca Islands
Fiji and home to the annual Fiji regatta.

View this email in your browser

Book early to secure your marina berth or
mooring
F$75 per adult
F$35 for children under 12

Entry Fee includes opening night
cocktails & welcome dinner, grand
finale prize giving cocktail party &
gourmet buffet dinner plus all race
entries.

Cruising yachts from across the south pacific and beyond,
are heading to the 34th Musket Cove Fiji Regatta.

Book Now

mailto:mcyc@musketcovefiji.com?subject=2017%20Fiji%20Regatta


Hi there 

We are thrilled to share our latest news update

Introducing deckWatch - smartAIS on your smart watch
XB-8000 intelligent filter and other new firmware updates
A closer look at Anchor Watch and how it improves safety
NMEA 2000 Gateway and its amazing capabilities
Congratulations Malcolm Hone - MOB promotion winner
Save the dates - Visit us at marine tradeshows in your
region

Introducing deckWatch
- smartAIS on your
smart watch
It's your safety companion anywhere on your
boat. 
deckWatch connects your smart watch directly to
the WiFi of your smartAIS transponder. You don't
have to reach for your smart phone or tablet or
carry them in rough sea conditions about the
boat. You can see alerts directly on your smart
watch. 

READ MORE

Anchor Watch explained
- how it improves boat
and crew safety
When you drop your anchor, mark its
position on your smartAIS transponder and
monitor its movement. That's not all...
smartAIS, calculates the difference between
your anchor position on the boat and the GPS
tracked position and re-calibrates the actual
anchor position. Vision goes one step further
and also calculates change in wind direction,
water depth and wind speed to maximize safety
at anchor.

READ MORE

XB-8000 intelligent filter
and other new firmware
updates
Using the WatchMate App, filtered vessels
fade out and become smaller when they don’t
create a collision threat, while high collision
threats are prominent for easy management.
Improved UI, enhanced App experience and
under the hood fixes complete the update. A
new firmware is also available for WatchMate
Vision.

READ MORE

Vesper Marine's NMEA
2000 Gateway and its
amazing capabilities
Vesper Marine's NMEA Gateway is a future
proof technology for superior performance
and ease of use.
The NMEA Gateway translates all NMEA 2000
sensor data for compatibility on mobile apps.
Imagine steering or adjusting your auto pilot
from your smart phone. It also makes this data
available to computers via USB and to NMEA
0183 plotters and MFDs.

READ MORE

http://www3.vespermarine.com/e/276952/firmware-xb8000-jul/8js2/13373115
http://www3.vespermarine.com/e/276952/deckwatch/8jrs/13373115
http://www3.vespermarine.com/e/276952/news-anchor-watch-/8jrv/13373115
http://www3.vespermarine.com/e/276952/news-NMEA2000-Gateway-/8jsn/13373115


Big Mama’s 
Birthday Bash.

Pangaimotu Island Resort 
Tongatapu  

Kingdom of Tonga

28th Oct - 1st Nov. 2017
Relax and enjoy Big Mama’s hospitality before heading South for New Zealand at the 

end of the 2017 Cruising Season in this quintessential island paradise. 
Relax over the weekend enjoy some Fun and Games and Big Mama’s huge party on 

the 1st of November.
Plus get the very latest weather and passage info from 

John Martin, Director of the Island cruising Assoc.

Pangaimotu Island Resort
Phone: +676 771 5762 or Ph:+676 886 5233

Email:   pangaimotu2007@yahoo.com

29 SEPTEMBER – 6 OCTOBER 2017 
VAVA’U BLUE WATER 
FESTIVAL 
Vava’u, Kingdom of Tonga 
Hosted by the Vava’u Tourism Association, the 4th Annual Vava’u Blue 
Water Festival is the highlight of the cruising calendar in Tonga and 
showcases Vava’u as a true sailor’s paradise with year-round 
cruising in our crystal clear waters. Head in from one of Vava’u’s 42 
unspoilt anchorages and join us in the sheltered Port of Refuge 
harbor for a week of fun and festivities. Supported by the NZ 
Northland marine industry, the Vava’u Blue Water Festival has 
something for everyone to enjoy with days packed full of racing, 
games, BBQ’s, fancy dress, party nights and more. Proceeds from the 
festival support the development of the Vava’u Blue Water Sailing 
School to bring sailing skills back to the Kingdoms youth. 

29 September 

Vava’u Boatyard Sausage Sizzle 

Vava’u Tourism Association 
Cultural Party 

30 September 

Island Paddle & Snorkel Tour 

‘Cruise Tonga’ Information 
Evening 

2 October 

Island Team Games 

4th Vava’u Blue Water Festival 
Registration & Welcome Party 

3 October 

Port Opua Breakfast & 
Information Session 

NZ Biosecurity 

NZ Passage Planning 

4 October 

Hosea Primary School Cultural 
Show & Feast 

NZ Whangarei Info & Pizzas 

5 October 

Whangarei Vava’u Challenge 
Cup Fun Race Day 

Race After Party with Prize 
Giving 

6 October  

Treasures of the Bilge Swap 
Meet 

Closing Party on the Waterfront  

schedule events are subject to change 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 
www.facebook.com/vavau

bluewaterfestival 



All Points Rally
to Opua, NZ

2017

www.bayofislandsmarina.co.nz/all-points-rally

The Bay of Islands Marina - ICA - All Points Rally is open to all 
sailors completing an ocean passage into New Zealand and is 
held mid November, at Opua in New Zealand’s fabulous Bay of 
Islands.

Resources are provided for cruisers to help make the passage 
South; with details on weather, routes and what to expect. On 
arrival, Opua welcomes the fleet with just over 10 days of fun, food, 
wine tasting, seminars and activities.

Yachts can depart from any port in the Pacific, there is no fixed date 
for departure, so the best “weather window” can be used.

The event is now in its’ tenth year, and is getting bigger and better 
each year. In 2017, the Rally programme  incorporates the Opua 
Cruising Club’s “Seafarers week” and finishes on Saturday 25th 
November with a classic cruisers pot luck party.

Departure Ports
Pape’ete, Tahiti - Vava’u, Tonga - Nuku’alofa, Tonga - Savusavu, Fiji 

Lautoka, Fiji - Vila, Vanuatu - Noumea, New Caledonia

November 15th to 25th 2017
Incorporating the Opua Cruising Club - Seafarers Week

BROKERS

R

Burnsco Marine and Leisure is the biggest seller of marine and motorhome 

accessories in New Zealand. Burnsco is 100% NZ owned and operated 

and has been serving New Zealanders for over 100 years.   

With 15 stores from the Bay of Islands to Christchurch, you’re never too 

far from your favourite one stop boat and RV shop. 

Burnsco stocks over 10,000 products. It’s a huge range - marine 

electronics, safety gear, fishing tackle, kayaks, anchoring, clothing, 

marine paint, plumbing, electrical and lighting, yacht fittings and much 

more. So the chances are that you’ll find what you need at Burnsco. And 

if they haven’t got it, they can get it for you – fast! Nick and his team are 

known for their friendly, helpful and expert customer service. They know 

their stuff and can advise you on what will work best for your boat or 

motorhome.

When you’re in the store, sign up for the Burnsco Card. It’s free! And it 

gives you exclusive savings on many product lines, Rewards vouchers 

based on accumulated spend, entry into all Card promotions and prize 

draws, and invitations to Guru nights where experts explain products and 

techniques. Cruisers can get their own version of the Burnsco Card for 

quick and easy GST exempt purchases.

1 BEECHY STREET (THE BLUE STORE ON THE WHARF!)

P: 09 402 5204

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 8:30AM TO 5:30PM

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 8:30AM TO 5:00PM

OPUA BRANCH

OPUA@BURNSCO.CO.NZ BURNSCO.CO.NZ

PAINT &
MAINTENANCE FISHING CLOTHING ELECTRONICS SAFETY

www.islandcruising.org

“The primary goal of the Down Under ‘Go West’ Rally is to provide those who are heading
 ‘Down Under’ with a professional & informative introduction to Australia and to ensure 

you receive current and accurate information prior to your departure and when you arrive.”

JOIN THE 2017 ‘GO WEST’ RALLY -
GET THESE GREAT BENEFITS

NEW CALEDONIA OR VANUATU TO AUSTRALIA

RALLY ENTRY FEE: AUD$495.00
To join the Rally or submit an obligation free expression of interest go to: www.downunderrally.com

You Choose your own date of departure from 
New Caledonia or Vanuatu. The Bundaberg Port Marina 

will be open to participants in the 2017 Down Under 
‘Go West’ Rally from 1st October - 10th November 2017

Rally participants are free to arrive in Bundaberg at 
any time during this period. 

Summer Down Under
www.downunderrally.com

Your standard Australian yacht clearance fees 
are INCLUDED in the Rally Entry Fee. 

• The Down Under Rally will pay the fees associated 
with the initial biosecurity pratique & timber inspection
of all vessels that are registered participants of the
2017 Down Under ‘Go West’ Rally who arrive in the Port 
of Bundaberg, during normal working hours, between 
1st October 2017 & the 10th November 2017. 

• Down Under Rally Guide to Visiting Australia, which includes 
our comprehensive Australian Arrival Instructions.

• SSB / HF Radio Position Reporting for passage to Australia.
• Free Down Under Rally Welcome Week events - including 

cruising Down Under presentations. 
• The chance to WIN PRIZES valued at over $6000.00 

including 4 x free haul outs. 
• Meet and mingle with friendly local cruisers with valuable 

knowledge.
• Down Under Cruisers Rally T-shirts x 2
• Down Under Rally Flag x 1

DISCOUNTS & SPECIAL OFFERS FROM 
OUR RALLY PARTNERS INCLUDING:

• Bundaberg Port Marina - 15% Discount on Marina Fees for 
the first 15 days plus other great offers for extended stays*

• Bundaberg Port Marina Hardstand deals 
(get up to 1 week free hardstand)

• Bundaberg Port Marina Dry Storage deals
(Pay for 3 months and get an extra 4 week free).

• Port Moselle Marina, New Caledonia - 15% Discount on 
Marina Fees for up to 15 days.

• Scarborough Marina - 10% Discount on Marina Fees on 
your first visit. Extra discounts also offered on Haul Outs, 
Hardstand and the long stays at the marina.

• Kenco Galvanizing in Bundaberg - 10% discount off 
galvanising your anchor and or anchor chain. 

• Captains Chandlery Bundaberg - 5% discount on all 
purchases.

• Free rigging inspection when you visit Everything Marine at 
the Boat Works Gold Coast

2017_Go West_Flyer 2 Final.indd   1 4/11/17   6:31 PM



2017/18 ICA Events...
The

2018 French Polynesia Rally 
The Route;- Astrals - Marquesas -  Tuamotu’s - Tahiti.

Then either onto Hawaii or Back to the SW Pacific, your choice!
The beauty;- rugged volcanic spires to placid lagoons.

The cruising adventure of a lifetime.

The 2018 French Polynesia Rally is the biggest adventure yet for ICA, sur-
passing even the fantastic 2012/13 Western Pacific Rally.

The first leg is from Auckland through the Colville Channel and east for 2400 
miles before our first stop at Raivavae in the Australs.

Weather routing will feature in this leg and the start date in late March is 
programmed to have this leg finished before any equinoctial storms. The 
start date of March 24th is also weather dependent.

French officials will meet us at Raivavae to do a full clearance allowing us free 
reign of this beautiful region with no further official obligations until the visa 
renewal in Papeete 3 months later.

Moorea and the leeward Islands beckon then it’s west to Western Samoa via 
some of the fantastic Pacific atolls, South through Niuatoputapu to Tonga and 
home.

There are two legs in this awesome rally; Leg 1 - Auckland to Papeete and 
Leg 2 - Bora Bora to Opua NZ, participants can do one or both, the choice is 
yours!

Register your interest now at

http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_id=3710

Opua, NZ to Pangaimotu Island Resort 
Tongatapu - Kingdom of Tonga

 After a passage of 1060 nm direct or 1120 nm via the Minerva reefs, Big Mama's 
Yacht Club at Nuku'alofa will be the host for five days of rally events after arrival 
from New Zealand. Customs and Clearance officials will be on hand for a quick 

and easy clearance  into this tropical paradise. The fleet will then head north on a 
'Cruise In Company' through the Tongan Archipelago with 

Nigel & Amanda Richards, Directors Island Cruising NZ.
For a full info pack and costs click below to register your interest.

Sail Tonga Rally
Departs Opua 26th May 2018 

(weather permitting)
Participants will muster at Opua on the 19th of May for a week of 

information seminars, weather briefings and fun in Opua, NZ before 
leaving for the Kingdom of Tonga. 

(Via the Minerva's, Weather Permitting) 

Register NowClick to
your Expression of Interest

http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/
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Varekai Goes Lithium.
By Nigel Richards

As battery technology ever advances, the more 
frequently discussed option is whether to go lithium ion. 
Many different types of stored power are available for the 
cruising yachtsman; flooded leadacid, AGM, Gel, sealed, 
unsealed, maintenance free, the list of options goes on. 
This article is not going to discuss the pros and cons of 
the various different systems, there are far more 
electrically qualified papers available for the reader. I am 
going to describe my experience, with having made the 
decision to go lithium-ion, how a new battery bank fitted 
into an existing charging system and how the new bank is 
fairing after a few months use.
Firstly I will bring you up to speed with the sailing platform 
now needing a replacement stored power system. My 
family and I live aboard our boat Varekai. She is a Roberts 
53 and is pretty much set up for modern living, but without 
too much in the way of luxury items. We run a 12V system 
throughout the boat, together with a 1500w inverter for 
some items, we provide power for a fridge, washing 
machine, TV, DVD player, Hi-fi, Wi-Fi, computers, vacuum 
cleaner, electric toilets and a Electroscan sewerage system 
plus all the chargers you can think of for phones, tablets, e-
readers, torches, cameras etc. 
That sounds a bit lavish, but we don’t have any electric winches or windlass and all our lights are LED. To 
provide for our power we have an engine driven alternator, a propeller shaft driven alternator and solar 
panels. The engine alternator can give 70 amps and the shaft up to 25 amps depending on sailing speed. 
Anything above 6.5kts and the shaft will provide all the electrical power needed when sailing at night; au-
topilot, nav lights, instruments, radar etc. The existing battery banks comprised of 6 x 6V 403 ah lead acid, 
unsealed cells. Theoretically giving a maximum 1209ah at 12Volts, or usable 600ah to 50%, if you are pre-
pared to go that far. Varekai also has an engine driven freezer compressor, so engine operation is required 
every couple of days, depending on whether we are in the tropics or New Zealand. The 375 watt of solar 
panels are controlled with an older non-MPPT Morning Star unit. Our 1500watt Mastervolt inverter is also 
one of the company’s originals that is working tirelessly as an inverter only. With a ZM4 manual regulator on 
the engine alternator and an automatic, self-exciting one on the shaft alternator, our charging system, albeit 
old is working okay. Most of the system is on the ‘wants lists’ for improvement, but not this year!



One of the most common observations I have heard regarding the installation of Lithium batteries is that you 
should change all the charging system to cope. Not true. The important part of your Lithium system is the battery 
management system and cell balancer. There needs to be a way to ensure the individual cells are charged and 
balanced equally. If you are electrically minded and understand how to build circuitry then you probably could do 
so. I have a basic knowledge of boat electrics and an ability to work through problems, but not the skill to attempt 
a control system. However, that does not mean you need to change all the systems. Enertec Marine and RV from 
Albany, Auckland build a lithium battery unit that comes complete with a management and balancing system. The 
Juice Gen 2 unit comprises of three Li-Ion 3.3V cells, a bi-directional cell balancer, that means it balances the cells 
whilst under charge and load conditions, a management system to monitor battery state, load and charge and 
temperature. All this information is passed to 
a Juice Li-Ion Remote which displays voltage, 
current, % capacity and any messages from 
the battery. All this componentary is housed 
in a battery box no bigger than a large stan-
dard 12V battery! The other benefit of the 
Juice is that they can stand alone providing 
200ah or can be installed in parallel to create 
banks of 400ah, 600ah and upward.
With our failing bank capacity, I expected 
to need three Juice units to make up our 
600ah usable needs. Again, not so. Enertec 
looked at our load needs and charging re-
gime and said a single 200ah unit would suf-
fice. Remember the Li-Ion can be regularly 
discharged to 80% and accepts way more 
charge current, so charges much faster than 
lead acid. Balance that with a cycle life of 2000 and a smaller bank capable of greater discharge and faster 
charge makes some sense. But here is the clincher for a sailing boat; weight. Our old bank weighs in at around 
360kgs. The new Juice Gen 2 weighs 26.5kgs! Now on a 30 tonne boat you might say that’s a moot point. I say 
that’s 340 liters of rum and beer!!
How did the new battery slot into the old space? Like most boats our battery bank sat in the engine room. Varekai 
is fairly unusual in that she actually has an engine room, not a box or crawl space. You may comment that that is 
not the best place for the batteries, correct. High temperatures are not the friend of any battery system, but when 
the bank weighs as much as it did plus the physical size of the cells, nowhere else was practical. The Juice Gen 
2 fits nicely under the saloon seat, on the centre line, with its own cooling fan to maintain air flow and allow the 
most optimum temperature condition. The fitting of the electrical connections and Remote display was carried out 

Switch Panel - OLD

Switch Panel - NEW



by Seapower at Opua, in consultation with Enertec. After surveying Varekai’s electrical 
installation, the only changes needed were to fuse our distribution supply cables at the 
battery end. Like most boat supplies our fuses are at the distribution panel. Enertec 
wanted the Juice Gen 2 to be protected from short circuit at the connector switch and 
battery. There were some supplies that went direct from battery bank to device for max-
imum voltage like the Single Side Band radio, Inverter and electric toilets, these again 
were all fused at the supply end. All good practice for the installation. After a days work 
by Seapower, the Enertec engineer check through the connections and cables, signed 
off on the work and the final connection was made; Varekai went Lithium!
How has the new system performed? In short; fantastically! To date we have not run short 
of power. The battery management system copes well with the three different charging 
sources. Due to the higher terminal voltage of the Li-Ion there is no flickering of lights 
under heavy load as 

previously experienced . We allowed the battery to discharge down on one 
occasion to ensure the control circuits worked correctly. The alarm sounded at 
25%, the supply switched of at 15% as designed to protect the cells. The sys-
tem allows you to reset the supply down to 10% capacity then it will not reset 
until the battery has regained 15% capacity. Getting used to how the charge 
is received was a challenge for me to start with. The old system would display 
a voltage rise as soon as the alternators kicked in. With the new system, the 
capacity percentage increases all the way up to 95% before you see the volt-
age start to rise. Then as capacity reaches 100% cell balancing commences to 
ensure all cells reach the 100%. When the battery is full the system then shuts 
down the charging supply, protecting the alternators by trickling charge to the 
start bank. When we are sailing offshore I then turn the ZM4 off and allow only 
the shaft alternator to keep the system topped up. Simple.

http://www3.vespermarine.com/e/276952/news-NMEA2000-Gateway-/8jsn/13373115
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Aneityum

Anelgawhat - Awesome

Nigel enjoying  his first
Vanuatu Cava this year!

Gert, Wind of Change
gets some fishing tips

How the locals live
not sure what they used 

before plastic
Vanuatu fishing net.

Mystery Island
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Doyle Sails Pacific Circuit Rally - Update
Musket Cove, the vortex, easy to come to hard to leave and this year was no 
exception! We had a week of fun planned along with; briefings, chart 
markings form filling session, yes, Fiji still has lots of forms to fill in and so too 
does Vanuatu. To keep our heads straight Nigel arranged these on separate 
days with; Musket Madness, a blind Kayak race, a trip to the sandbar for 
some serious games and a picnic plus the farewell dinner.

 After a rolly start from Fiji, some motoring and the odd rain, the fleet ar-
rived in the lagoon at Aneityum. Clearance was quickly expedited and it was 
then time to explore the village and enjoy the fabulous snorkeling. The fleet 
were lucky enough to be invited to a double wedding on the beach at the 
neighboring village, lots of dancing and great food and a chance to interact 
with the locals. Some of them partied well into the night. Keith, our liaison, 
produced a map of the snorkeling spots in the lagoon, which many took the 
opportunity to enjoy. Along with Eagle rays and turtles, a Black-Blotch sting-
ray enjoyed the shelter of large coral Bombies, with a multitude of colourful 
reef fish.

As part of the organised festivities, we were shown traditional fishing meth-
ods, different ways of preparing food, local custom regalia, fire starting and 
weaving, finishing with kava, a feast and kustom dancing. Another great visit 
in a beautiful location. The fleet then split with one group heading straight for 
Tanna and the rest headed for a night at Port Patrick further along the coast of 
Aneityum. Whales were sighted as we motored along the coast, causing lots 
of discussion on the VHF. Just as we were entering the bay we passed a huge 
turtle. Natu, the head teacher showed us around and took us to a river for a 
fresh water swim. She even made everyone headdresses out of fern leaves. 
The villagers grow a variety of produce including pineapples, tomatoes, 
avocado, mangoes and potatoes, in large fertile plots. Some of the children 
raided a  pamplemousse tree, supplying us with plenty to take home. Pam-
plemousse Slings were enjoyed by all at sundowners that evening. 

Next stop Tanna and a visit up Mt Yasur. The transports arrived and we 
bumped our way to the gathering area at the foot of the mountain where we 
were treated to some kustom dancing and each received leis to protect us on 
the mountain. Being very active, there was lots of smoke and rumbling, with 
blasts of lava straight into the air. Absolutely amazing. Now where else can 

The fleet departs Musket

Blind Kayak racing was great fun

Sandbar fun, the catapult was a 
highlight

Party Night!

The fleet took up all the dock space 
plus more out on the moorings!



you stand on the edge of an active volcano, without safety rails and a myriad 
of rules. 

With a majority of the fleet back together it was a great opportunity to do 
a chart marking for the area north of Efate for those wanting to explore. A 
stroll through the village to the White Sand Beach, purchasing of fresh veg-
es and coffee and biscuits at Sarah’s Coffee House, saw the day disappear. 
Next day saw the remaining members of the fleet head for Port Narvin on 
the east side of Erromongo. Before turning towards the anchorage we were 
all treated to a display of breaching and tail slapping by several groups of 
humpback whales. A truly awesome sight. Chief Joe came out in his dug-
out to welcome us all into the bay, the most boats they have ever seen. A 
hoard of children helped to secure the dinghies on the beach and show us 
the school and village. Andrew, the Clinic Nurse was very pleased with the 
reading glasses that were donated, along with some first aid equipment. 
He showed us his well equipped clinic including the birthing rooms. No 
malaria at all on Erromongo, but lots of issues with ulcerating sores. Some 
of the boys had been out hunter gathering so dinner was fresh lobster. The 
whales obviously found us just as fascinating as we find them because they 
came into the bay swimming around some of the boats. A mother with her 
calf resting on her nose was a pleasant view over a morning cuppa. With the 
wind set to go back into the east and the anchorage becoming very rolly, 
so it was off around the north end of the island and a visit to Dillon’s Bay. 
Along the coast whales again entertained us with displays of breaching. The 
coastline is riddled with caves, and there are a few lovely small coves that 
would be great for a short stop. As we rounded the north-western tip of the 
island it was obvious that Dillon’s Bay  would be untenable. So we dropped 
anchor just short of the corner, in a gorgeous little indent before heading for 
Vila and an overnight sail.

Entering Port Vila at first light and picking up a Yachting World mooring, felt 
like coming home. A big breakfast at Jill’s Café, then a walk along the new 
Boardwalk to stretch the legs was very welcome. Over the next few days the 
fleet again dispersed to explore some of the islands north of Efate while oth-
ers opted to enjoy what Port Vila has to offer. In a couple of weeks the fleet 
will congregate back in Vila to swap stories and prepare to head for the next 
leg to Lifou, The Loyalty Island in New Caledonia.

Baileys Insurance Brokers Ltd  
PO Box 101101, North Shore, Auck-

land 
DDI: +64 9 974 1784 
Fax: +64 9 443 4479

Office: +64 9 444 8860 
(free 0800 89 85 85)

35 Apollo Drive - Mairangi Bay 
Auckland

www.baileysinsurance.co.nz
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by 
superb claims ser-

vice" 
That's Neil Bailey's 
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"100% satisfied"

John Hembrow- Red Sky

"Gold Standard Brokers"
Rodney Cowell
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Doyle Pacific Circuit Rally
Aneityum- North

Wally and Celia  try their hand 
at a local dugout, Port Patrick, 

North Coast - Aneityum.

Off for an Explore

Close Sailing, Felix 
from Summer Lovin

Soccer anyone!
Lobster Port Patrick

North Aneityum



Doyle Pacific Circuit Rally
Mt Yasur - Tanna

That was only a little Burpppp....

Moses, crew on Panthera
Heading up the mountain

Local transport
The Village at

Port Resolution on Tanna
Is Beautiful!

Ben and Helen on Felix grab 
some local produce. Mike on Manuhaea

gets his coffee fix.



Doyle Pacific Circuit Rally
Erromango

The Whales off Erromango put on a great show!

Port Narvin

Port Narvin School

   No litter and lots of pride in 
Some of the locals the village

Even the Dolphins came to 
say hi.



What Works
Water Makers

So, we have three watermakers installed, all DC but how much 

do we get and at what cost?

Open Ocean 12V DC Unit -
This unit is a manual device which can be installed with a freshwater flush, 
again a manual operation.
Output is 46 - 50 lt/hr at 40 amps and is based on a standard type high pres-
sure pump similar to that found on a waterblaster 
As provided to Caprice the retail on this unit is $7,700.00 +GST

12V DC Spectra Cape Horn Extreme 330 (CH-330).
This unit is rated at 56 l/hr output and draws 19A @ 12V.  and uses a highly 
efficient reciprocal “Clark Pump”. The model installed on Wind of Change is a 
basic manual operation model with manual freshwater flush.
Retail on this model is $10,590.00 +GST

12V CJD water makers DC60A - Automatic 
This unit is rated at 60 l/hr output and draws 18A @ 12V. Again this unit uses 
a proprietary high efficiency pump developed in New Zealand. The model 
fitted on Windflower is a fully automatic unit, one press start and stop with 
automatic cycling fresh water flush.
Retail on this model is DC60A $10400 + GST

CJD also make a manual version, the DC60M which retails for $ 8,400 +GST  
and is a closer match to the Open Ocean and the Spectra models quoted 
above.

There are a number of each of the three units in this years fleet, customer 
feedback has been universally good, points made were; - The Open Ocean 
is a simple unit but uses more than twice the power of the other two, with 
spectra there are more models to choose from but cost is an issue and there 
were no negatives from any of the eight CJD users in the fleet.

After sales service, backup and advise from all three suppliers is good to 
excellent. 
Open Ocean are based in Opua NZ - www.openoceanwatermakers.co.nz 
Enertec Marine in Auckland are Australasian Agents for Spectra
www.enertecmarinesystems.com
CJD Watermakers are manufactured in New Zealand and based in Auckland 
- www.cjdwatermakers.com

Spectra DC12v DC system aboard
Wind of Change

Membrane, DC motor and pump 
old WM pump to the right

Control Panel 
and manifold
under bunk.
The Pump and 
Membrane are 
to the left and 
behind.

CJD DC60A Automatic 12v DC system 
aboard Windflower

Open Ocean DC12v DC 
system aboard Caprice

CJD 
A revolution in watermaker technology 

-World leading 60 LPH for only 19 amps at 13 vdc

-Manual option, or
Fully automatic operation with a touch of a button

-Superior performance, reliability and ultra quiet

-Unique patented High pressure pump

-Designed and built in New Zealand

-High quality components and easy to operate

-Low maintenance and running costs

-Low RPM operation for extended service life

DC60M Manual 

DC60A Automatic 

-----
! u_ - -- - --- ---

-�----· '\ �------

Visit 

cjdwatermakers.com 
for more infomation. 



    THE JUNIOR JETTY
By Ella

Hi there.. ELLA here

Varekai is in Vanuatu! The pasage was 
interesting as it was very rolly for the first 
48 hours  but then it started to calm down. 
We were welcomed into Vanuatu by some        
beautiful humpback whales! From lovely 
Anatom we sailed to Tanna and visited the 
amazing Mount Yasur Volcano! Then we went 
up to Port Vila and had some of Jills 
Cafe’s famous burgers and milk shakes! My 
boat sister, Alice, left us in Fiji because she 
had to be crew on another boat but now she’s 
back! Hurray! The other kid boats, Zest, Kena 
& I have been having a great time....... Ella

 FLUTTER BY 
Poem By Ella R.

Flutter by my little butterfly
fly to the moon,

Flutter by my little butterfly
and come back soon.

Flutter by my little butterfly
soar through the air,

Flutter by my little butterfly
I wish I could fly like you it’s just not fair.

Flutter by my little butterfly
take me to the sun,

Flutter by my little butterfly
lets have some fun.

JOKE TIME

WHAT DO VAMPIRES GO TO SEA 

IN ?

BLOOD VESSELS !!!!!



KIDS JUST WANNA HAVE FUN !........ON AN ICA RALLY

UTE RIDE TO MT. 
YASUR TANNA 

MUSKET COVE FUN AND 
GAMES

INVITED TO A WEDDING CUDDLE TIME !

CHILLING OUT ON PASSAGE 
TO VANUATU

SAND DRAWING AT THE 
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF 

VANUATU
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Multihull Solutions Sail 2 Indonesia Rally 2017 Update

A month into the 2017 Multihull Solutions Wonderful Sail 2 Indonesia Rally the Participants are enjoying a 
variety of different experiences. From Bamboo rafting in Namrole, Sth Buru to being warmly welcomed in 
North Buton ( a new destination for the Rally this year), enjoying the underwater delights at Wakatobi to 
the majesty of the Three Lakes , Kalimutu on Flores Islands.
Next stop Lubuan Bajo and the Komodo dragons and onto Lombok & Bali.

Rally for monohulls, multihulls, power or sail, 11 to 20m any nationality

New for 2018
New Route, full details out soon!

New Documentation! Simple, quick and 
we’ll guide you through the whole process.

More Fun, simple!

Expressions of Interest 2018
Your EOI is step one, click the link below 
for the form and we’ll send you all the 

documents by email.

www.sail2indonesia.com

http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_id=2714
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• 5G Miro Place, Albany, Auckland
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Heidi & Joe on SV Huck have Joe’s 
son Mark joining them for their voyage 
through Indonesia with the Wonderful 

Sail 2 Indonesia Rally. 

DEBUT AND TUAL ISLANDS 

Six days of sailing across the Arafura 
Sea has brought us to the magnificent 
Kei Islands in southeastern Indonesia! 
Pulling into the anchorage was delight-
ful, the entirety of the rally fleet tucked 
up in front of a small town called Debut 
on the island of Tual. Smiles and hap-
py faces greeted all the boats as they 
arrived, everyone thankful and happy 
to have the hook down after passage. 
The shoreline is dotted with varicolor 
homes, churches, and mosques flanked 
on all sides by tropical forests, and 
throughout the day you can alternately 
hear the Catholic church bells and the 
Muslim calls to prayer. The national and 
local tourism bureuas have provided 
some necessary amenities and trans-
lators for the arriving yachties, helping 
to arrange for Indonesian SIM-cards 
for cell and internet signals, diesel and 
gasoline deliveries, laundry, and infor-
mation about things to do in the area. 
Debut is a delightful little town and an 
amazing first exposure to Indonesian 
culture. Initially the most striking thing 
is that as westerners almost all of the 
yachties are very rare sights in such a 

remote part of this country, and as such 
the children and locals are very excit-
ed to meet all the visitors and share 
everything they can about their town. 
For the first few days it was hard to 
walk around without stopping to take 
pictures with anyone who asked (es-
pecially if you’re blonde!), and walking 
around you often have an entourage of 
giggling children shouting ‘Hello Mis-
ter!’. You almost feel like a celebrity! 
The town organized a welcome cere-
mony for the fleet, hosting us to lunch, 
performing traditional dances, and 
blessing us by asking for their ances-
tors’ protection that we might be safe 
while we explore their islands. The 
people are incredibly helpful and wel-
coming even when they don’t under-
stand anything we are saying, and as 
a whole they are amazingly hospitable 
and happy to have us all here.
One of the most evident differences 
that we notice arriving in Indonesia 
from Australia is unfortunately that it is 
incredibly dirty. There is no expectation 
of keeping the ocean or environment 
clean and even just sitting at anchor 
near the town you can watch large 
amounts of trash and debris floating 
past. Walking around town and clos-
er to the vibrant surrounding forests 
shows plastic in every bush and litter-
ing the roadside. Stray dogs and cats 
wander the towns often uncared for 
and in pitiful condition and to my shock 
we learned that parts of Indonesia use 
them as food sources. When we pulled 

Multihull Solutions

Sail 2 Indonesia Rally



Is power a viable option for cruisers?
Back in the 70’s and 80’s sail was the only practical solution to heading offshore, the distances making the ability 
to carry enough fuel problematic.

There were a few exceptions, mostly heavy displacement type and some of these were converted fishing boats. 
With the heavy displacement came high fuel usage and a relatively slow cruise speed. For example, a Selene 53 
we had with us in a rally some years back, powered by a single 300hp diesel, cruising at 8 knots used 35 liters of 
diesel per hour or a shade over 4 liters an hour. Using these figures a trip to Tonga at say 1000nm would con-
sume 4000 liters of fuel, cost and storage become factors.

In recent years the so called baby boomer cruisers who are still out there enjoying the cruising lifestyle have 
led the shift toward an alternative to sail and a new style of power vessel has emerged. Light displacement, fast 
cruising speed and economical. There are also two schools of thought regards hull design in this fast emerging 
class of safe offshore vessels, stabilized and not. In the stabilized camp are vessels like the Dashew 64 which has 
dominated the class for a number of years but there is  growing interest in vessels that are simpler to build, not 
quite so expedition based and are cheaper to put in the water.  Many of the designs in the monohull class are 
lower profile, flatter in the stern below the water and non stabilized.

Artnautica LRC 58
The Artnautica LRC 58, built by Dickey Boats in Napier is an example of this new 

breed. Cruising 
speed of 10 knots, 
comfortable and 
stable with a fuel 
burn of less than 1lt 
per nautical mile (in perfect conditions). There 
are now two LRC 58’s in the water and making 
quite an impression.

The ethos of this type of vessel is not only effi-
ciency but build cost. Built in Aluminium with a 
well finished interior this single engined vessel 

comes in at under a mil, a significantly more modest price than the FPB 64 from Dashew, there’s a second hand 
one available here in NZ with a price tag of $2.5mil US.

Happy Wife - Happy Life.
Look at who’s really happy with her new tender.
Some of the advantages.
• Not once have I had a wet backside, a little spray

perhaps but this is the driest tender we’ve ever
owned.

• It’s light and the two of us can pull her up the
beach, easy.

• Light also means she gets up
on the plane easy. The OCT
also has a much bigger plan-
ing area so planes at lower
speeds.

• Easy to get out the water
after snorkeling.

• Easy to keep clean.
• Lyn has no problem driving

this tender.

www.octenders.com

anchor to set off for our next anchorage we spent 
fifteen minutes cutting off a mass of garbage that 
had gotten wrapped around our chain, a mass of 
plastic, shoes, cord and other detritus that litters 
the harbor floor. As someone who grew up in a 
place of astounding natural beauty with a constant 
expectation of caring for it, this is heartbreaking to 
see and somewhat difficult to stomach, but I try to 
see past it and enjoy the beauty that the Islands 
have in spades.
The highlight of my time in Debut was our trip 
to some caves nearby to our anchorage named 
Goa Hawang. A naturally formed cave system 
with spring fed clean water filling them, they are 
about an hour’s walk from Debut Harbor through 
the surrounding villages and countryside. Tucked 
back into a hill, if you didn’t know they were there 
you would almost walk right past them. A red brick 
stairway leads you down to the waters edge under-
neath overhanging dripping stalactite where you 
can peer into the small cave system. The water is
as dazzlingly blue as it is clear, you can see straight 
down to the bottom easily and is plenty clean 
enough for a swim, which we indulged in to cool 
off after our walk there. A beautiful and memorable 
experience!
Most of our rally’s boats are continuing north to 
the islands of Banda, but we have elected to forgo 
the northern route for a southwestern path along 
active volcanoes and isolated islands aptly named 
the Forgotten Islands before finally rejoining the 
rally path on the island of Flores. We will be joined 
by only a couple boats on this path and hopefully 
we will see some things that few ever do! Cheers!

THE VOLCANIC LAKES AT KELIMUTU

We woke before dawn on a Sunday morning and 
dinghied ashore to meet our driver Johnny, who 
we had arranged to take us to Flores’ most famous 
attraction, the three-color lakes of Kelimutu. Leaving 
Maumere with iron gray predawn light just beginning 
to seep into the eastern sky we drove south and 
west, clearing into the foothills of Flores’ mountain 
ranges just as the sun peeked over the horizon. The 
mountains were an interesting contrast to the drier 
northern coast of Flores we had sailed along before 
arriving in Maumere, their hillsides covered in rich 
tropical forests dense with cacao, papaya, macada-
mia, mango, and clove trees. Thriving villages are 
interspersed through the ridges and valleys, their 
crowds we passed on the way to Church all over 
the island, Flores being predominantly catholic. 
For three hours we motored, reaching and driving 
along the southern coast before turning again north 
from the city of Ende, climbing even higher into the 
mountains. The midday sun filled green valleys lush 
with rice fields and crops, beans, corn and more 
growing in abundance between stands of tropical 
trees. Bamboo, absent from the coast, was more and 
more in evidence both as massive stalks growing in 
the forests and as a building material for the higher 
elevation villages. 
Eventually we arrived in a parking lot high atop a 
cluster of mountains after weaving through a tourism 
village with all the hallmark souvenir hawking and 
tourist lodging that surrounds such attractions. The 
bright sun that had shown us so much of the island 
thus far was hidden behind a suddenly overcast sky. 
We were told that the lakes we had come to see lay 
about 20 minutes’ hike up a trail through the high 
forest surrounding us, and so we set off through 
the trees. Tropical foliage and ferns competed with 
pine trees that seemed more natural to me this high 



on the mountain, bright purple flowers abounded on either side of the gravelly path and lilting unfamiliar 
birdcalls brought the trail a musical life. About halfway through our walk a rustle in the bushes saw us facing 
the wizened, bearded face of one of many gray monkeys that now seemed all about us, peering curiously at 
us from the bushes. Hardly fearful of the tourists, they jumped and played and even walked along with us all 
the way for the rest of the trail, eating peanuts and various other foods that tourists either left in too easy of 
reach or threw to them willingly. A short walk further saw the forested path open out onto a broad hillside, 
the trees giving way to rhodedendron and scrubby bush plants as the trail turned from gravel to decorative-
ly patterned concrete steps that rose steeply up the open hillside. We passed locals selling ornately woven 
blankets and shawls, and high above and behind them we could see sheets of steam rising from beyond the 
ridge. Following the steps, we stepped onto a viewing ledge to see the volcanic summit of Kelimutu and its 
lakes laid out beneath us.
From the platform we stood on the sheer cliffs of striated white and yellow stone swept out to either side, 
forming a massive crater. At the bottom lay the source of the sheets of steam, a large lake of vivid turquoise 
blue, striking in its contrast to the grand falls of white stone around it. A narrow ridge separated the bright 
turquoise from another steaming lake of opaque green as bright as any ocean water. Another short hike 
brought us to the lip of yet another crater, this one even deeper than its fellows and filled with a lake that 
seemed normal until the rare shafts of sun illuminated it, revealing deep greens and coppery tinges around 
the edges. 
All three lakes surround the true summit of the volcanic mountain Kelimutu, which is revered by local cul-
tures as the final resting place for spirits of the dead. The natural magnificence of the lakes is augmented 
by the knowledge that they change colors frequently (in geological terms), sometimes changing from deep 
blue and green to an opaque blood red depending on the oxygen content of the lakes. The gases and 
thermal processes of the volcano cause these striking changes and give the lakes their well-deserved fame. 
Kelimutu is truly a natural marvel unlike any I have ever seen, and it is quite easy to see how local cultures 
would revere it as a holy place. 
Another now-familiar three hour drive brought us back to Huck’s anchorage in front of the Sea World Dive 
Resort just outside of the city of Maumere. Here we had spent the greater part of a week resting, reprovi-
sioning, and catching up with boats we last saw in Debut now arriving here from the northern part of the 
rally route. Having separated from the rally to travel southwest along the Forgotten Islands in little company 
through relatively untraveled waters it was nice to see familiar faces in Dragonfly, Wakanui, Island Pearl II, 
Taka’oa and Por Dos once again bringing stories of their own exciting journeys so far. After so much time 
spent in multi-day passages, we are finally relaxing and enjoying ourselves in front of a resort beach and 
looking forward to a much more leisurely schedule ahead of us. Now we make our way in small day sails 
westward towards the world-famous Komodo National Park, where we hope to find the Dragons that bear 
the islands’ name. Cheers all!
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Ponder this

Gotta love the English language! 
I called an old school friend and asked what was he doing.

He replied that he was working on “Aqua-thermal treatment of ceramics, 
aluminium and steel under a constrained environment.”

I was impressed.
On further inquiring, I learned that he was washing dishes with hot water 

...under his wife’s supervision.

Happiness is not a state to arrive at. 

But a manner of traveling - Go Cruising!

SV PIXIE on passage to Vanuatu.

http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_id=2478


Recipes

Enjoy....

HOT LOUISIANA SHRIMP DIP

HOT LOUISIANA 
SHRIMP DIP
3 Spring Onions
1 red capsicum
60g butter
500g raw shrimp, peeled & cleaned
2 cloves garlic, crushed
225g (1cp) cream cheese
3 Tbsp sour cream
1 Tbsp creole or Cajun seasoning
1 Tbsp chopped fresh parsley
1 tsp lemon juice
salt to taste

Chop spring onions & red capsicum into small dice/rings. Reserve 
green part of spring onion for garnish.
Melt butter in a saucepan. Add spring onion and capsicum, stir to 
coat, then cook over a medium heat for 4-5 minutes until soft-
ened.
Chop shrimp into small chunks. Add to spring onion and capsi-
cum, along with garlic. Stir and cook for 2 minutes until shrimp 
turn pink. Stir in cream cheese, sour cream & creaole or Cajun 
seasoning. Bring to a simmer and cook for 2 minutes until thick 
and creamy. 
Stir in lemon juice & parsley. Check seasoning and add salt if 
required.
Serve garnished with spring onion & a sprinkle of parsley.

VARIATION: 
Prawns or crayfish can be substituted for shrimp.
Frozen cooked or canned shrimp can be used. 

Thick greek yogurt can be used instead of sour cream.

Ponder cont..
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