
	

Gods at War   
Luke 4:1-4  Week of August 13th, 2017	

	

In Luke 4 we find an epic battle between two longtime foes.  There in the wilderness the Son of God is led by the Spirit as He faces off 
against the enemy, Satan.  There, the enemy tempts Jesus to forsake the plan God has and to instead seize what He craves, and life 
itself apart from God.  In looking at this battle we see our Savior show us how  to face temptation, but more than that we also see all 
the more clearly His deliverance in our own lives and our ever present need for Him.   

Connecting with Christ (estimated 25 minutes) 
Before diving into the Luke 4, take a few moments to look over the structure of Luke 3-5. Look at the headings in your Bible in 
these chapters to get an idea of the broad story that surrounds Jesus’ temptation. What key events take place before and after 
Jesus’ temptation? What insight does this provide into Luke 4:1-4?  
 
 Now ask for a volunteer to read Luke 4:1-4. What phrases or ideas strike you in this section? What questions do you have? 
 
In v.1, what does the author tell us about Jesus’ reason for entering the wilderness? Why might this be an important detail for the 
story? How does this detail offer guidance and encouragement in our own times of temptation?  
 
Likewise, in v. 2, we see more details that highlight just how difficult the temptation was for Jesus. What are these details? Imagine 
yourself in the story—have you ever had a similar experience of desperation and want? How did God bring you through this 
temptation? Where did you succeed? Where did you fail? 
 
In v.3-4, Jesus is presented with his first temptation. More than bread, what would you say the temptation is?  So why exactly is 
the Devil tempting Jesus to do this? What does Jesus’ response make clear? 
  
Jesus’ responses to others can sometimes seem confusing. How does his response guide us in our own struggle with temptation? 
 

Transforming in Community (estimated 20 minutes) 
To encourage connection and authenticity, we suggest breaking into single-gender groups of 2-4 for this section. 
  
What do you think that God is saying to you through this Scripture today? If God is speaking, what will you do? Is there a behavior, 
attitude, or belief that you will change?  Be specific.  Begin your answer with, “I will…” 
 
 

Pray for one another to be faithful to the steps that God is calling you to take this week.   
 
 

Engaging Your World (estimated 15 minutes) 
Last series we explored the steps of B.L.E.S.S. Last week we challenged one another to take the final step and Share. We encourage 
you to keep your “Block Map” in a place where you will see it every day as a reminder to pray. 
With whom were you able to share your story this week? What practical steps did you take to encourage you to share? What prevented 
you from sharing? How do you plan to continue to practice the principles of BLESS? 
 

If no one has a story to tell, then take a few minutes to pray for someone who needs Christ & for an opportunity to BLESS that person this week! 
 



 
What is next? 
Next week we continue the series entitled Gods at War as we study the temptation of Jesus 
account.  We’ll see the way that Jesus confronted temptation as we consider how we can look 
to Him in those moments in which we too face temptation. To look ahead read Luke 4:5-8 
and answer the following questions. 
 
What do you see in the passage that speaks to who God is? 
 
 
What do you see that reminds us what we are apart from Him? 
 
 
What do you see about the way that God would call us to respond on the basis of this 
passage? 
	


