
FROM  IT
WHATshines

SARA RAUCHstories

ELECTRIC BOOK
AWARD WINNER

The eleven stories in Sara Rauch’s What Shines from It are rife with the physical
and psychic wounds of everyday life. In “Beholden,” girl meets boy meets the
unsettled spirits of post-9/11 New York City, but her future can’t hold them all. In
“Kitten,” a struggling veteran and his wife argue over adopting an abandoned
kitten, deepening their financial and emotional rifts. In “Abandon,” a ghost-baby
ravages a woman’s body following a late-term miscarriage, marring her chances
for new love. And in “Kintsukuroi,” a married potter falls for a married geologist
and discovers the luminosity of being broken.

What Shines from It is populated by women on the verge of transcendence—
brimming with anger and love—and working-class artists haunted by the ghosts
of their desires. Abiding by a distinctly guarded New England sensibility, these
stories inhabit the borderlands of long-established cities, where humans are still
learning to embrace the natural world. Subtly exploring sexualities, relationships,
birth and rebirth, identity, ghosts, and longing, Rauch searches for the places

light.
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“Complex, tender,
and deeply human.”

—Eric Shonkwiler,
author of 8th Street Power & Light

“So perfectly quiet before 
leveling you with an 
emotional wallop.”

—Pete Fromm,
author of A Job You Mostly Won’t 

Know How to Do

“These stories are lit from within: they glow with
intelligence, pathos, and startling insights into the
human tragicomedy.” —Christine Sneed,

author of The Virginity of Famous Men

where our protective 
shells are cracked and,

in spare, poetic lan-
guage, limns those 
edges of loneliness 

and  loss  with

“An elegantly crafted debut,
both empathetic and stirring.”

—Robert James Russell, author of Mesilla

“These punchy tales amplify quiet 
moments of grace in between tragedies.

A deeply moving and momentous debut.”
—Ryan Ridge, author of New Bad News


