
The End of the World: 
A Study In Revelation

John’s Description of Heaven continues (Chapter 5)

Chapter 5 continues the events around the throne recorded in Ch 4 after the catching away, or rapture of 
the church.

Revelation 5:1-14(KJV) 1And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book written within 
and on the backside, sealed with seven seals. 

• John sees the book with seven seals in God's right hand. The personalities released when Jesus 
opens the book affect the earth from the beginning of the Tribulation to its’ end.

2And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose 
the seals thereof?  

• The strong angel is probably Michael. He asks, "Who can open the book?"
• Michael commands the angelic forces in battles with the devil (Rev 12)

3And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth, was able to open the book, neither to look 

thereon.  4And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to open and to read the book, neither to 
look thereon.  

• Not one created being could open thew book. It would take someone who was not created (Jesus 
John 1:1)

5And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, 
hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof. 

• Jesus alone can open the book – he hath prevailed – or overcame, Rev 3:21
6And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, 
stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God 
sent forth into all the earth.  

• In this vision of the Lamb of God which has been slain, Jesus is depicted as standing in the midst 
of the throne. Colossians 3:1 states that Jesus sits on the right hand of God. The reason Revelation 
5:6 describes Jesus as standing rather than sitting is that He has just returned from a quick trip to 
gather up His Church from earth. Remember, John is viewing God's throne from a Believer's 
standpoint. Because of this, we can safely say that Jesus has just returned from His blessed and 
triumphant mission to earth.

• Clearly, the Holy Spirit is also before the throne. Jesus is described as having seven horns and 
seven eyes, symbolizing the all-seeing and all-knowing presence of God.

7And he came and took the book out of the right hand of him that sat upon the throne.  8And when he 
had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having every 
one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints.  

• The twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fall down before Jesus and begin worshiping 
him in song. The elders are a part of the prayers of the saints revealing that they are associated 
with earthly beings. They have harps and sing a new song. (v. 9.) The Scriptures tell us that the 
redeemed sing a new song.

• Odours- incense – prayers constantly rising from earth to God
9And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for 
thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, 
and nation;  

• The elders were redeemed by the blood of Jesus out of every race of people. Therefore, they 
represent a much larger company,



10And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth. 

• 1 Peter 2:9-10(KJV)9But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 
people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his 

marvellous light: 10Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: whichad 
not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.

• The earthly saints of the first resurrection will reign in the Millennium. From the information 
provided in verses 8-10, we can conclude that the twenty-four elders are earthlings. They are the 
chosen representatives of the entire Church then present in heaven, and the Righteous of the Old 
Testament.

11And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the 
elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands;  

• Upon Jesus' return to heaven with the saints of all ages and His opening the seven seals, as many 
as 100 trillion angels surround God's throne to join in the celebration. This great number gives us 
insight into the awesomeness of God's company.

• Hebrews 12:22-24(KJV) 22But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, 

the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels,23To the general assembly and 
church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits 

of just men made perfect,24And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of 
sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel. 

• Upon Jesus' return to heaven with the saints of all ages and His opening the seven seals, 100 billion 
angels surround God's throne to join in the celebration. This great number gives us insight into 
the awesomeness of God's company.

 12Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, 

and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.  13And every creature which is in heaven, and on the 
earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, 
and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever 
and ever

14And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that 
liveth for ever and ever.

• All of creation worships Jesus!
• Philippians 2:9-11(AMPC) Therefore [because He stooped so low] God has highly exalted Him and 

has [a]freely bestowed on Him the name that is above every name 10 That in (at) the name of 
Jesus every knee [b]should (must) bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 And every 
tongue [[c]frankly and openly] confess and acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father.


