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For at least 30 years the northern French city 
Calais has been one of the most important 
places in European migration history. For most 
refugees fleeing to Great Britain, Calais is an 
essential place of transit. From here, after 
strenuous journeys, the hurdle of crossing the 
English Channel is still ahead of them. 

Due to the Schengen Agreement and the 
related Schengen border, there are  so-called 
juxtaposed controls in Calais. Juxtaposed 
controls describe the relocation of a process 
that usually takes places in the country of 
destination to the country of departure.

 

By planning the Channel Tunnel as a railroad 
tunnel, considerations were made how to 
make the transfer from and to the British Island 
as easy and pleasant as possible. Border cle
arances should take place as soon passengers 
enter the train. The original idea changed 
when Great Britain faced high migration flows. 
Increasingly, Great Britain tried to keep illegal 
migrants away from the island by introducing 
juxtaposed controls.

Due to the challenging way to Great Britain, 
 Calais developed over the years into a place 
of waiting.

 

Several refugee camps were set up in and 
around the city. Increasing xenophobia to-
wards migrants, institutional racism and see-
mingly impossible canal crossings have be-
come part of everyday life for local migrants.  

INTRODUCTION



 

For years, migrants camps and sleeping pla-
ces have been destroyed and pushed to 
the outermost periphery of Calais. A cycle 
of waiting, fear, displacement, violence, ho-
pelessness and death seems to be the faith 
of those, who have accepted an arduous 
journey in search of hope, peace and a 
better life.

Nowadays, Calais has become less a place of 
transit, than more a place of waiting. Canal 
crossings organized by smugglers are usually 
the last option for many.

 

The first chapter of this thesis deals with the 
countries of origin and the journey via refugee 
routes to Europe. In the following, chapter  
two and chapter three take a closer look at 
the regional classification and  the city of 
Calais and the dealing with refugees in the 
recent years.

The last chaper deals with current incidents, 
problems and controversies of the local si-
tuation. By zooming in the urban spaces it  
outlines the consequences of the failure of 
authorities and the European Union.
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CAPITAL   Addis Ababa

POPULATION  117.876.227 
  
RELIGION  67.3 % Christianity 
   31.3 % Islam
   0.60 % Traditional  
              faiths
   0.80 % Others

FORMATION  Ethnofederalist 
   parliamentary 
   constitutional 
   Republic

Ethiopia is one of African countries, 
which has accepted the most refugees 
from other countries. At the end of 2020 
over 800.000 refugees and asylum see-
kers were living in Ethiopia. The majority 
comes from South Sudan,  Somalia and 
Eritrea. But at the same time, persistent 
insecurity, internal conflicts and food 
shortages forces many people in Et-
hiopia to flee. 

In 2018 a longstanding armed  conflict 
with the neighbouring state Eritrea was 
officially ended with a peace agree-
ment. 

But until today political tensions in 
 Ethiopia are still ongoing. In  November 
2020, violent clashes broke out in the 
region of Tigray and forced many peo-
ple to flee.   
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CAPITAL   Asmara

POPULATION  32.890.171 
  
RELIGION  ≈63.0 %  Christianity 
   ≈36.0 %  Islam
   ≈1.00 % Other

GOVERNMENT  Unitary 
   one-party 
   presidential 
   Republic under  
   a totalitarian   
   dictatorship

Eritrea declared its independence from 
Ethiopia in 1993 and is considered as 
a country in which people are oppres-
sed and human rights are violated by 
government institutions. 

The parliament has been switched 
off for almost 20 years, the political 
power is hold by one party. President 
Afwerki, who has been in office since 
1993, has built a dictatorship and has 
the unrestricted power of the state.   

A forced military service prevents the 
citiziens of Eritrea from shaping their 
lives. The opression, disrespect for hu-
man rights and a failing healthcare sys-
tem characterize the life in Eritrea and 
are reasons of refugees movements.
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CAPITAL   Khartoum

POPULATION  44.909.353 
  
RELIGION  97.0 % Islam  
   1.50 % African 
              traditional
              Religion
   1.50 % Christianity

GOVERNMENT  Federal   
   provisional   
   Government

For decades the Sudan is marked by 
brutal conflicts. Countless numbers of 
people are on the run for years. De-
sperately in search of safeness they left 
their homes and left everything behind. 

The civil war for the independence of 
South Sudan forced millions of people 
to flee. Causes for the conflicts in the 
region are disputes about mineral de-
posits, ethnic and religious conflicts, 
as well the climate change and its 
consequences. 

In the year 2003, the conflict in the re-
gion Darfur escalated. Darfur was not 
involved in peace talks between the 
northern and southern administrations 
and was disadvantaged in distribution 
of resources and power. Hundreds of 
thousands had to flee from outbreaks 
of violence by various rebel groups. 
In July 2011, the civil war was ended 
with an international referendum. The 
citizens of the South voted for the in-
dependence of South Sudan. 

In 2013, a further civil war flared up in 
the young state, triggered by ethnic 
and economic disputes.

The UN has classified the security situ-
ation as critical. The population suffers 
from violence and human rights ab-
uses. A highly fragmentation of several 
rebel groups, which benefit economi-
cally from the conflicts, complicate a 
pacification.
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CAPITAL   Kabul

POPULATION  32.890.171 
  
RELIGION  99.7 % Islam  
   0.30 % others

FORMATION  Redeclaration  
   of Islamic   
   Emirate  
   of Afghanistan
   (19 August 2021)

For the last 40 years, Afghanistan is 
characterized by conflicts and expul-
sion while the people of Afghanistan 
suffer from the violence, war and terror. 
Regular terrorist attacks and increa-
singly difficult living conditions, such as 
a lack of access to education, health 
care and job oppertunities have made 
life in Afghanistan even more difficult. 

These political, secure- and socio-eco-
nomic developments lead to move-
ments inside national borders, but also 
across the country‘s borders, from sur-
rounding countries to Europe.  

After the fall of the Taliban regime in 
2001, the situation for women certain-
ly improved. But with the withdraw 
international troops and the re-gain 
of power of the Taliban, living condi-
tions for women and minorities will be 
drastically worsened.
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CAPITAL   Tehran

POPULATION  83.183.740 
  
RELIGION  99.4 % Islam  
   0.60 % others

GOVERNMENT  Unitary 
   Khomeinist 
   presidential 
   Islamic 
   Republic

In the political system of the Islamic 
 Republic of Iran intermingle religious, 
democratic and authoritarian elements. 
Since the revolution in 1979 the Shi‘ite 
Islam is elementary factor in the arran-
gement of politics and the social rules. 

Religious scholars and spiritual leaders 
influence the government. The state 
apparatus regulates and controls the 
public life of the Iranians, regarding 
their behaviour in public, their clothes 
and their interaction between genders.

Since there are no inner-state conflicts 
in Iran, refugees from Iran flee mostly 
for political reasons.
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CAPITAL   Baghdad

POPULATION  38.433.600 
  
RELIGION  98.0 % Islam  
   1.00 % Christianity
   1.00 % others

ESTABLISHMENT  Federal 
   Parliamentary 
   Republic declared
   (14 July 1958)

Over the last 40 years the domestic 
population of Iraq is strongly marked 
by wars, campaigns of destruction, 
oppression and inner-state conflicts. 

The years after the Iraq war in 2003 
were characterised by an inner-Iraqi 
civil war between Sunnis and Shi‘ites 
extremists. 

During the time after the withdrawal of 
U.S. troops from Iraq new escalations 
dominated the country. The central 
government in Baghdad,  dominated 
by Shi‘ites and influenced by the Iran, 
did not involve Sunnis in the formation 
of the government. 

Following the „Islamic State of Iraq 
and the Levant“ better known as ISIS 
or IS (Islamic State), gained in power, 
importance and impact and continu-
ed the tradition of annihilation policy. 

Although it was possible to slowly push 
back the IS, the country is still divi-
ded by  cultural, political and religious 
aspects.   
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CAPITAL   Damascus

POPULATION  17.500.657 
  
RELIGION  87.0 % Islam  
   10.0 % Christianity
   3.00 % Druze

GOVERNMENT  Authoritarian   
   hereditary 
   dictatorship

The conflict in Syria is difficult to un-
derstand: way to many regional and 
international conflicts are conducted 
in Syria. In 2011, during the Arab Spring 
Syrian demonstrators called for demo-
cratic reforms. The Syrian government 
of President Baschar al Assad respon-
ded with increasing brutal violence 
against the citizens of Syria.

After 10 years, Syria is called the big-
gest humanitarian disaster of our time.
Peaceful demonstrations were dow-
ned, a civil war between many diffe-
rent small and big national communi-
ties, between religions and cultures, 
has started. With offensive attacks by 
the IS, Syria faced an other radical, 
extremist and oppressive threat. 

Although the troops of the Syrian go-
vernment prevailed over the IS in 2019, 
the inhuman conditions for the people 
of Syria still remain and won‘t end in 
the near future.
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SCHENGEN AREA
 
An area of 26 European states which  abolished 
all types of border control, like passports con-
trols, at their mutual borders.
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THE CIRCULATION

As a major ferry port and starting point for 
canal crossings to England, Calais records 
several millions passengers every year. A mo-
torway network which connects France with 
its neighboring countries, is an essential part 
for migrants on their way to the British Island. 
While many places near motorways in France 
are blocked with barriers, there are places, 
especially in Belgium, where it is still possible 
to get the chance to enter a truck without 
being noticed. 

One of these rare places is the Belgian city 
 Waremme. North of the motorway E40, which 
connects Belgium and France is a gas station, 
which has emerged to a central starting point 
for a travel to Calais. From here, attempts  are 
starting, with the hope of being undiscovered 
and crossing the channel by ferry or through 
the Eurotunnel. But most of these attempts 
fail at latest at the ferry port of Calais. A 
constant circulation between Waremme and 
Calais results.
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THE JUNGLE OF CALAIS 

In the early days of 2015, the French gover-
nemt decided to open the Jules Ferry Day 
Center in the east of Calais, close to the 
coastline, for women and children. 

Already in April 2015 around 1.000 men sett-
led south of the Jules Ferry Day Center, in 
the wasteland near the motorway feed. A 
complex place started to develop in the outer 
periphery of Calais.

In september 2015 around 10.000 migrants 
lived in the so-called „Jungle of Calais“. Con-
sisting of a state-organized container camp 
(Centre d‘Accueil Provisoire, CAP) and a 
so-called Bidonville, a continuely growing 
structure of tents and provisional dwellings. 
A new urban place was developed, which 
gave migrants at least some security and 
constancy. 

There were no daily evictions and expulsions 
by the police of Calais. As a result, migrants 
started restaurants with food from their home 
countries, mosques,a church and meeting 
places for exchange of ideas and help were 
built. 

At the outer periphery a society developed.
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NEW CAMPS IN CALAIS
 
The Jungle of Calais quickly gained the at-
tention of the media due to the catastrophic 
hygienic and inhuman conditions in the camp. 
As a consequence the French government 
decided to evacuate the area. In October 
2016, the Jungle was dissolved and destroyed, 
migrants were placed in reception centers all 
over France and those who were not brought 
to different places by the governemnt spread 
all over new places in Calais. As a result, se-
veral new camps in and around Calais were 
established, mostly close to the road to the 
harbour. 

One of the fastest growing camps was in 
the area of Zone des Industrielles, close to 
the former Jungle. Migrants settled down 
between industrial buildings, wastelands and 
small forests. The structure grew quickly, aid 
organizations installed sanitary and water 
stations and organized regular food distri-
butions. However, in early 2020 this area was 
also cleared by security authorities of Calais 
and blocked by fences and barriers for further 
settlements. 

It‘s the migrants daily life on their way to Eng-
land: the constant displacement of places, 
violence, rassiscm, disrespect and unrest. 
This caused a steady movement of migrants 
through Calais, not tolerated and not allowed 
to stay anywhere. 
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page 86 isometric representation motorway station, Waremme

WAREMME 

As already described in the previous chap-
ter Regional Classification, the Belgian town 
Waremme and its gas station close to the 
motorway E40 is an important transit point 
for migrants on their way across the English 
Channel to Great Britain. While access to gas 
stations or service stations along motorways 
are mostly blocked by fences in many places, 
it is possible to gain access to trucks here. 

The migrants are tolerated in Belgium. There 
is no extrem expulsion policy as in France 
and support from aid organizations was not 
prohibited by the state during the Covid-19 
pandemic. 

In Waremme migrants settle in the woods 
near the motoway and try regulary to get 
unnoticed on trucks to get the chance to 
cross the Channel.  
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HOSPITAL JUNGLE

After the dissolution of the camps in the indus-
trial zone of Calais, many migrants moved to 
already existing smaller camps or searched 
for new places to settle down. One of these 
places is the wasteland next to the hospital 
of Calais in the south of the city. To the west 
of several building complexes you will find 
extensive wasteland, partly swampy, wooded 
and moderatley visible from the outside.

Soon many migrants were living at the area, 
especially as several local aid organisations 
offered water, food and access to sanitary 
facilities. Due to the rapid growth and the 
number of migrants, the area was soon refer-
red to the new jungle, the Hospital Jungle. But 
even here, away from residential buildings, 
migrants couldn‘t find peace. The area was 
regualry cleared by the police, tents were 
destroyed and personal belongings were 
taken away. 

In September 2020, a large-scaled evacuation 
of the Hospital Jungle was implented. During 
the evacuation several migrants were arres-
ted. Many of them reported police violence 
against them and their children.
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page 102 isometric representation Impassé Magnesia

IMPASSÉ MAGNESIA

The Impassé Magnesia warehouse is located 
behind the buildings of the hospital, near the 
Hospital Jungle described previously. While 
in many places in Calais it is impossible to 
 occupy buildings and therefore migrants have 
to live in tents or temporary accommodati-
ons, at the warehouses of Impassé Magnesia 
migrants found a sheltered accomondation, 
that protect them from the cold, wet and 
hot weather.
 
After several neighbours of the warehouse 
complained about the conditions and the 
accumulation of trash on site, the  warehouses 
were vacated in June 2021 in a series of mas-
siv evacuations throughout Calais. 



page 103site plan of Impassé Magnesia 
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Stade de l‘Épopée

After the disolution of the Jungle of Calais, 
migrants built a smaller camp near the foot-
ball stadium of the City of Calais, the Stade 
de l‘Épopée, directly at road to the harbour. 

Between the stadium and the highly frequen-
ted motorway some migrants are living along 
a concrete wall, which was once built to keep 
them off the streets. And also here they are 
harrassed by daily evictions. 

They have no access to clean water, sani-
tary facilities or food distribution. The daily 
evictions, which are  intended to prevent 
migrants from settling in places, take place 
everywhere in Calais.
 
In the early morning hours, the migrants are 
distributed from their places, personal be-
longings and tents are confiscated and de-
stroyed.



page 111site plan of the area near Stade de l‘Épopée
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CAMP NEAR BMX PARK

On the other side of the road to the har-
bour and the nearby camp at the Stade de 
 l‘Épopée, is an other camp of migrants. 

As described above the migrants camp is right 
next to a high concrete wall, that  borders 
the motorway. Close to the camp is a BMX 
Park, which gives the name for this camp, the 
BMX Camp. After the disolution of the Jungle 
of Calais Eritrean refugees settled down at 
this place. 

The community of Eritrean refugees wrote an 
open letter to the administration of Calais in 
2020, in which they communicate about racist 
and violent crimes against them by the police. 

So far there haven‘t been any reactions and 
consequences against the institutional racism.  
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OPEN 
LETTER 
FROM 
THE 
ERITREAN 
COMMUNITY 
OF 
CALAIS

WE
ARE
MIGRANTS 
FROM 
ERITREA

March, 26th 2020
3.30pm

One person was tear

gassed and beaten by

the CRS after being denied

entry to Carrefour

Supermarket

 

March, 27th 2020
2.00pm

Two people walking near 

Stade de L‘Épopée to get 

food at the distribution 

were beaten by CRS. As a 

result one of them has a 

broken arm. 

March, 28th 2020
9.00am

One person walking along 

Rue Mollien was thrown to 

the ground and beaten by 

CRS.

 

March, 28th 2020
3.00pm

Two people walking near 

BMX park to get to the food 

distribution were beaten 

and tear gassed by the 

CRS.

 

March, 28th 2020
3.30pm

One person walking alone 

along Quai Lucien 

L‘heureux, going back to 

his camp, was beaten and 

hit in the back of the head 

with a telescopie baton by 

the CRS.

March, 31st 2020
0.30pm

Two people pulled out of a 

truck were beaten by CRS 

on Rue Sablières. One 

person was complaining 

about pain in the arm, one 

person was left nearly 

unconscious.

The reason we are 
here is because we 

want to live in a 
safe place and have 

a future. 
We are not criminals.
We are just innocent 

migrants trying to 
get to the UK and

pursue our dreams. 

Before we get to 
start writing our 

complaint about 
what is happening 
to us with the CRS, 

we would like to say 
something about 

ourselves.

...
UNTIL
THEY 
FAINT 
OUT.

They hide their 
personal code when 

they are doing 
something wrong to 
us. And whenever 
they see we are 

recording while they 
are doing so, they 
break our mobiles 
and our bodies.

OUR
COMPLAINT
IS
ABOUT 
THE

CRS Company and 
their agressive, 

impulsive actions on 
us. They don‘t think 

we are humans. 
They call us names 
like monkey, bitch, 

etc.. . 
And couple weeks 

ago...

THEY 
STARTED
THREATENING
OUR 
LIVES

by keeping on 
beating us every 
time they get a 

chance, like when 
they found two or 

three people 
walking around the 
foodstreet or in our 
tents when we are 

sleeping.

THEY
KEEP
DRIVING 
FAST 
TOWARDS 
US

on the streets, like 
they want to run us 

over and they 
started taking 

people with them to 
some places outside 

of Calais and 
keeping on beating 

them...

THEY 
DON‘T
THINK
WE 
ARE
HUMANS
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THE DOCKS OF CALAIS

In the middle of downtown Calais, near the 
historic town hall and numerous tourist attrac-
tions, are several docks close to the water, 
which runs through Calais.
 
A circulation of expulsion and occupation of 
migrants has been going on at these docks 
and under the bridges close to them. Hardly 
visible from the streets above many migrants 
have settled down on the docks.
 
But  as in so many other places in Calais, there 
are extensive evictions of the places. Addi-
tionally, in order to prevent further access, 
the city administration installed bicycle racks 
under the bridges or barred the  entrances. 
This absolut inhuman architecture can be 
seen in other places as well. 
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WILL
THE
MOVE 
BE 
FORCIBLE

or will people be 
given a choice?

Without the 
independece 

oversight of charities 
and associations 
how will people‘s 

right be protected 
and their safety 

ensured?

SOME
WITH
NO
FOOD
FOR 
DAYS

no beds, no access 
to medical care. 

With just two days to 
prepare how can 
this be avoided? 

When the Calais 
camp was cleared 
in October 2016 the 
operation was put 

together quickly and 
some of the places 
people were sent to 

were highly 
inappropriate. 

What measures are 
being put in place to 

protect children?

What is the legal 
framework for this 

action? 

QUAIS
DE
LA
GIRONDE
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CONFORAMA

In the neighboring municipality of  Calais, 
 Coquelles, near the entrance of the  Eurotunnel 
are numerours historical buildings such as old 
fortresses or bunkers from the Second World 
War but also an extensive industrial area. Not 
far away from the seashore is the vacant 
building of the Conforama furniture store. 

Temporarily, about 80 migants have settled 
under the canopy of the industrial building. 
While official voices spoke of fertile conditions, 
littering and noise, voices from neighbours 
or working people described the situation 
as positive. The migrants were very polite, 
didn‘t leave any trash behind and didn‘t 
disturb anyone.

Nevertheless, in April 2021 the area of the 
Conforama building was cleared by the ad-
ministration and police. In order to prevent the 
return of migrants, the administration decided 
to block the entire area under the canopy 
with a mass of massive boulders. 

The surreality of the efforts to prevent mig-
rants to settle down with the set-up of stones 
is inconceivable.
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MISE A L‘ABRI 

A major eviction took place in Coquelles on 
April 27th, 2021. The migrants were forcibly 
taken to the reception centre, better known 
as CAES in Croisilles, in the midst of French 
inland.
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FORT NIEULAY

Not far away from the Conforama furniture 
store is the historic Fort Nieulay. Located di-
rectly at a road between Calais and Coquel-
les, it was originally used to defend Calais. 
The origins go back to the year 1346 when 
England conquered Calais and built locks to 
flood the area around Calais. 

Today, Fort Nieulay is a popular tourist at-
traction, but also a place where various aid 
arganisations from Calais offered  medical 
assistance, food distribution and legal assis-
tance for migrants. 

This was made impossible in December 2020, 
when the city administration barricaded the 
area at the entrance of Fort Nieulay with the 
same boulders they used at the Conforama 
building. 

Local aid organisations describe the situation 
as a „Fight for spaces“.
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FIGHT
FOR
SPACES

ON 
DECEMBER
17TH 
2020

the administration of 
Calais closed a 
square at Fort 

Nieulay which was 
used by local 

organisations for 
distribution of food, 
medical and legal 

aid.

For this purpose, the 
administration 

resorted to a brutal 
method: 

They built a physical 
barrier made of 
heavy boulders.
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PORT OF CALAIS 

The Port of Calais is the second largest pass
enger port in Europe. It is located in the north 
of the city directly at the Strait of Dover. Most 
of the approximately 60 ferry connections 
which leave Calais every day are connection 
of the mainland with the British island.

Around 1.7 million trucks are ferried every year 
over the English Channel. And it is exactly this 
place that is so important for migrants who are 
looking for a route across the English Channel. 
From here several options are available every 
day to make the crossing safe. 

In order to prevent migrants passing the chan
nel by ferry, the British government is sup
porting the French police by sending col
leagues over to the frontier. On the other 
hand, the French and British governments 
are constantly expanding barriers, meterhigh 
fences and highly intelligent security systems. 

Over the last years, the area around the Port 
of Calais has developed into a highsecurity 
wing, making it extremely difficult to access 
ferries or trucks and thus reducing significantly 
the opportunities for migrants to cross the 
English Channel more or less safely.   
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OPEN 
LETTER 
FROM 
THE 
ERITREAN 
COMMUNITY 
OF 
CALAIS

We are refugees 
among a lot of 

viruses...
We refugees need to 

take asylum for 
which virus?

And we need to fear 
which virus?

In our country after 
scenario of the 

liberation of Iraq and 
during the 20 years 

after Saddam 
Hussein‘s rule, the 
number of viruses 

has increased.

Now that we weren‘t 
able to fight there, 
we escaped. We 

played with our lives 
and we arrived in a 

land of freedom. 
And with the name 

of equality and 
humanity, we took a 

refugee name...

And every day a 
new virus is created; 
one of them coming 

with a new name. 
No one cares and 
nobody cries for us 

when men and 
women and children 

die alone on the 
streets of ... 

VIRUS 
OF 
HUNGER

and of the virus of 
killing freedom

and of the ISIS virus 

and of the 
goverment virus 

and of the virus of 
being enslaved...

FOR 
GET 
PROTECTED
AGAINST 
THE 
VIRUS 
WE 
HAD

So now I speak in the 
Jungle of Calais and 

Dunkirk. Does 
anybody hear my 

voice? Is there 
anybody here? Who 
is aware, within the 
situation and in this 

country full of 
humanity

there are people 
who are infected 
with the virus of 

hunger from under 
the tents. Who sleep 
with heir own dream. 

Who cares and 
feels? That is the 

problem.

THE 
VIRUS 
STOP 
ALWAYS
THE 
BREATH

and kills step by step. 
But did you know? 

Sometimes the 
corona virus tasted 
better than being 
beaten up by the 

police and insulted 
and kill humans in 
humanity‘s name?  

STAY 
HOME
PROTECT
YOURSELF
!

But what about us 
who have neither TV 
nor home? They say 

wash your hands 
with soap and 

water! What about 
us having really 

unhealthy water to 
wash our hands?

THUS 
WE
ARE
REFUGEES

How we have to do 
fight with all these 

virus around us. 
Because of this i say: 
we have to take a 
last rivet to a virus 

co�n.

NABAZ SHARIF

Is it humanity they 
are talking about? 

Was is just for 
European people or 
for all humans in the 
world? I mean, they 
say on their TV with 
beautiful songs and 

a soft music and 
nice words 

They say you need 
to use a tra�c paper 

to get out of the 
house and you will 
be punished if you 

don‘t use it? 

Tell me: which paper 
do we use to print it 
without electricity 

and PC and money 
to resepct the 
French law?  

ZONE
OF 
BARRIERS

7565
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475

475

175

230

230

380 380325

55

175

180 180

180
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180
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