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 Subject: Grade 6 English 

 Term 4 

 Week: 3 Lesson Number: 249 

 Date:  

 Topic: Fantasy Text (Narrative Genre) 

 Text: The Test 

 Practice: Reading Skill Strategy 

 Lesson Outcome: You will identify the climax (the turning point of greatest suspense or  

 exciting action) the main character faces in the fantasy text. 

Introduction 

This lesson has 1 Resource titled “The Test”. Note: You will find the extract at the end of this 

lesson. It is the continuation of the story you read in Lesson 243. 

Instructions 

To complete this lesson, you must follow these steps: 

Step 1. In your exercise book copy the Header. 

Step 2. Read the questions carefully. 

Step 3. Answer ‘Practice Exercise 1’. Copy the Question first and then answer the Question in 

complete sentences.  Make sure your hand writing is neat and legible. 

Practice Exercise 1 

1. In Lesson 243, you learnt the meaning of the word ‘complication’ in a fantasy text. 

 (a) Ask yourself this question, “Can you recall the meaning of the word ‘complication’ and 

what it includes?  

 Begin your sentence like this: The meaning of the word ‘complication’ is ........................ and it 

includes.................................................................................................................... 

If your answer was close to the meaning, ‘Bravo!’. 

(b) Read the note on the meaning of the word ‘complication’ in a fantasy text to recap on the 

topic. 

 

 

 



PORT MORESBY GRAMMAR SCHOOL   ENGLISH DEPARTMENT             GRADE 6 
Page 2 of 3                                                                                          

T4Wk3Gr6EngLessons249_HT 
 

Complication 
The complication consists of the rising action which means the consecutive events 
(order of events) leading up to the main problem or conflict. 

2. In this lesson, you will learn the meaning of the word ‘climax’ in a fantasy text. 

(a) What do you think the word ‘climax’ means in a fantasy text? Begin your sentence like this: 

I think the word ‘climax’ in a fantasy text means............................................................. 

......................................................................................................................................... 

(b) Read the note on the meaning of the word ‘climax’ in the fantasy text. 

Climax 
Here the climax refers to the turning point of the story where there is great suspense 
or an exciting action done by the main character. 

 
(c) Read through the extract “The Test” and find the turning point (climax) of the story.  
 
Janita had chosen the critical scroll so now she had to take the survival test. The adjudicator 
gave her three options for the challenge which were: ‘to swim, descend or surf’’. She chose 
the option ‘descend’ because she did not know how to swim. She was escorted by the guards 
to the World- end Gates while the rest of the contestants stayed in the building. They would 
have to guide her back to the original starting place as they worked collaboratively to solve the 
riddle on their magical scrolls.  
Janita rode on a camel to the desert until she reached the location for her challenge. She 
dismounted the camel and was given a bag which had her scroll, an oil lamp and a goatskin of 
water. The guardswoman left her there and wandered off. Janita felt scared, tired and lonely 
and wanted to yell back at her but she knew that she had to save her energy in the hot desert. 
She thought about the magical scroll and opened it slowly and to her surprise there was a 
message written on her blank scroll. She sighed with relief and read the message which said 
that she had to find a cave. She walked towards the mountains and spotted the cave entrance. 
Janita was hot and sweaty after the short climb so she stopped for a while to regain her 
breath. Then she walked cautiously into the dark cave which gave a bad odour and made her 
nausea.  She sat down and leant against the cool rock wall, had a drink and saw that the scroll 
was emitting a soft glow.  
What do you think the message was and how did it assist Janita in the dark cave? 
 
 In 3-4 sentences, describe what do you think happened at the turning point (climax) of the 
story? Write your answer in your own words. (Refer to paragraphs 1-5) 
Begin your sentence like this: I think the turning point (climax) of the story is  

......................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................... 

When we read a text, the climax refers to the turning point where there is great suspense or 

action by the main character 

 

Extract: The Test 
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1. Janita sat hunched in the scroll’s pool of dim light. The response to her written description 
of her whereabouts had been one word: “Wait” For what? Janita wondered. She kept 
hearing weird scuttling noises and the distant, bass calls of giant geckos. Worse still, her 
legs felt like a parade ground for a million marching critters. Janita leapt to her feet and 
started jumping up and down on the spot. Anything to stop things crawling over her. Just for 
a moment, she thought she saw a light glowing somewhere up ahead. Then nothing. Janita 
stood still. Had she imagined it, like the bugs? No, there it was again -and again. Was it 
coming towards her? It was too faint to tell No, it was coming towards her! But, instead of 
brightening, the intermittent light faded away.  
2. Then, just as Janita’s legs began to itch again, glowing footprints appeared above her 
head. Janita grabbed the scroll and wrote, “I can see footprints on the ceiling. Is that you?”  
Within a split second, her words were replaced with, “Yes! Follow!” With the sack over her 
shoulder, an arm outstretched and her eyes on the ceiling, Janita followed. She was 
enclosed in darkness, broken only by the shifting spotlight of footprints above. Twenty paces 
in, they turned sharp left. The next turn was to the right, then a while later another right. 
Janita picked her way straight on for five minutes until, without warning, the footprints 
dimmed then vanished. Stranded in pitch-black darkness, Janita froze. Just as she 
remembered the scroll, she again saw footprints ahead - dim but discernible. There were 
two sets going in different directions! “What?” bellowed Janita. The cave sent back an 
answer: “What? What? What?” 
3. An echo, Janita told herself. It’s just an echo. Calm down. She looked up. The illuminated 
footprints were heading back towards her. As they met above her head, they brightened and 
took a turn to the left. Janita hesitated, then followed. As the texture of the cave floor 
changed, they turned left again. Now it was no longer gritty and dry underfoot and Janita’s 
sandals began to slip and slide, almost toppling her to the ground. She didn’t dare stop and 
ask them to slow down. Instead of reaching a hand into the darkness ahead, she patted her 
way along the adjacent rock wall. It helped her balance. 
4. Janita’s feet were beginning to ache by the time the footprints turned right once more. For 
what seemed an age, they went straight, then right again, followed by another right into a 
passage barely wide enough for Janita to squeeze through. She tucked her elbows in and 
winced as cold water sloshed around her ankles. The proximity of the damp walls removed 
all fear of falling. As the footsteps turned left, Janita felt a blast of warm air. Here the water 
was up around her shins, but she didn’t care. Up ahead, there was light! Not magic light, 
cast from scrolls or footfalls, but real light. Sunlight!  
5. She could hear the faint calls of street vendors. She was back within the town walls, 
underneath the streets. With her eyes fixed on the sunshine, Janita splashed on as fast as 
she could until she collided with a chest-high brick wall. Within its confines, water sparkled in 
the sunlight. A well, Janita thought. She looked around for a way out. There were no steps 
and no way over the wall. She Iooked up and saw a circle of blue sky bisected by a bar of 
darkness. Then three familiar faces interrupted the smooth curve of the well opening.  
Three voices called, “Janita? Are you down there?” It was Kain, Philippa and Zac. 

 


