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About Angelina 
Angelina Stanford has a master's degree in English literature from the 

university of Louisiana, and is one of the costars of the CiRCE book club 

podcast close reads. In addition to homeschooling her own three 

children, Angelina has spent more than 20 years teaching in Christian 

classical education. She has a deep love for myths and fairytales. 

Key Ideas 
● Fairy-tales are wonder stories, or stories that have a sense of wonder. One necessary trait of a 

fairy tale is one that has a happy ending. Common story patterns include prince and a princess 
getting married and living happily ever after or a child being separated from a parent where they 
are brought back together at the end. 

● Originally, fairy tales were stories written for adults but over time they became associated with 
children’s stories, which may explain why some of the themes of the stories are often harsh or 
even violent. But, just because fairy tales contain scary themes, we shouldn’t keep them from 
children. Often children are not disturbed by them because the resolutions at the end of these 
stories often provide for the child a sense of security that all will be okay in the end.  

● Fairy tales have deep spiritual significance. They contain the same themes that resonate with the 
human heart because they are all a retelling of the Gospel story or a portion of it. This is why the 
“and they lived happily ever after” resonates so deeply with us. When we are teaching fairy tales 
to our children, we don’t have to work too hard to draw out this deeper meaning. Read the story 
and let the fairy tale do the work in the childs heart.  
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Quotables 
“Fairy tales help us to regain that childlike sense of wonder that the whole universe is filled with 

meaning and everything in the world is meant to point us to the spiritual realities.”  

Angelina Stanford 
“Fairy tales are not just true. They are truer than true. They are realer than real because fairy tales help 

to remind us of that which is the realest reality, the transcendent.” 

Angelina Stanford 
“A fairy tale is pointing us to the transcendent reality of the spiritual realm. And in that reality, the 

bridegroom is going to marry the bride and it is going to be happily ever after eternally.”  

Angelina Stanford
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Time Stamps 
2:44 meet Angelina Stanford 
3:20 defining fairytales 
7:56 the reasons fairytales are so loveable 
12:31 original audience for fairy tales 
16:22 two basic fairytale patterns 
20:32 an argument for fairytales 
20:30 dealing with violence in fairytales 
35:16 getting older kids involved in fairytales 
42:05 how to teach lessons with fairytales 
48:15 Angelina’s recommendations for fairy tale anthologies 
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