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Mind-Blowing 
Libraries

Imagine you’ve just walked into your local library. What do you see? 
You probably see lots of shelves packed with books and a librarian. 
You might also see people sitting around tables to read or write. But 
the library is much more than just a place where people come to study 
or sit quietly. It’s also a place filled with incredible wonders! 

Library of Congress

The Library of Congress in Washington, D.C., is home to millions of 
books and other printed materials. Inside the library is a rough draft 
of the Declaration of Independence, the document that laid out the 
principles for the United States government. The library also houses 
a rare Gutenberg Bible. The bible is one of the oldest surviving texts 
from Europe printed using movable metal type, a machine that put 
ink on metal pieces to type words onto paper. The Library of Con-
gress is open to the public, but only members of Congress, members 
of the Supreme Court, and government officials can check out books.

Biblioteca Joanina

During the day, the walls of Bib-
lioteca Joanina in Coimbra, Por-
tugal, shimmer with a thin layer 
of gold. 

FU N FACT

Biblioteca means “library” 
in Portuguese and Spanish.
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Haskell Free Library and Opera 
House

Ever wish you could be in two 
places at once? At the Haskell 
Free Library and Opera House, 
you can! The library was built on 
the border between Canada and 
the United States. Visitors enter 
through a door located in Derby Line, Vermont. The opera house 
seats are in Vermont, too, but the stage is in Stanstead, Quebec, in 
Canada! The library was built here to give Canadians and Americans 
equal access to its materials.

DID YOU KNOW?

Small boxes for giving and 
taking books, called Little 
Free Libraries, are in more 
than 90 countries and all 50 
U.S. states. See if there are 
any in your neighborhood!

Little sidewalk library in residential neighborhood

At night, the library comes alive with bats! The nocturnal creatures, called 
pipistrelle bats, hang out in the 300-year-old building. And they aren’t there 
by accident. They have a job to do: eat the bugs that sneak into the library to 
munch on paper and glue. Some books here are more than 500 years old. The 
bats help preserve the historic books and keep the halls bug-free for guests.
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Library of Alexandria

At one point, the Library of Alexandria in Egypt was the ancient 
world’s largest library. It housed hundreds of thousands of books 
and manuscripts on papyrus scrolls. The surrounding grounds also 
had meeting rooms, gardens, and lecture halls. Unfortunately, the li-
brary was damaged over time, and was completely destroyed by the 
seventh century. Although the building is gone, it’s considered one of 
the most incredible libraries in the world.

The new Bibliotheca Alexandrina in Egypt commemorates the ancient Library of Alexandria


