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READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year B) Pg 423
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: This day was made by the Lord; we rejoice and are glad.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK: MON 5 April 2021 - SAT 10 April 2021
MON:  Acts 2: 14, 22-33,  Matthew 28: 8-15 TUE: Acts 2: 36-41, John 20: 11-18 WED: Acts 3: 1-10, 
Luke 24: 13-35 THU: Acts 3: 11-26, Luke 24: 35-48 FRI: Acts 4: 1-12, John 21: 1-14 SAT: Acts 4: 13-21, 
Mark 16: 9-15

Easter Sunday of the Lord Resurrection

Easter Sunday – 4 April 2021

Easter Week

Easter Sunday, we read from the Acts of the Apostles to hear Peter's preaching about the Resurrection. The Letter to the 
Colossians reminds us “You have died and your lives are hidden with Christ in God.” The Gospel is from John's Gospel 
and gives us the first story of that Easter morning - Mary Magdalene discovers the empty tomb and runs to Peter and the 
“disciple Jesus loved” to tell them. They run to the tomb and discover for themselves that it is empty.

The first reading for Easter Week is from the Acts of the Apostles. We hear Peter's preaching the Good News and 
experience the first deeds of the Apostles, which parallel the acts of Jesus, including the conflicts he experienced and his 
power to heal.

The Gospels this week are all resurrection appearances. These wonderful stories contain some common elements. They 
appear designed to make it clear that this was not a group of disciples who dreamed up the resurrection, because they were 
hoping for it so much. In fact, they found it difficult to believe. The Jesus they saw and experienced was not a “ghost.” 
Instead, he had a body.

Monday, is the story of Jesus appearing to Mary Magdalene and the other Mary, as well as the “cover-up story” and pay 
off of the guards. Tuesday, we read of Jesus' appearance to Mary Magdalene, through the eyes of John's Gospel. Jesus 
missions her to announce the Good News to his brothers. On Wednesday we are treated to Luke's marvelous story of Jesus' 
appearance to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus. They were sad, because they had hoped the story would have 
turned out differently. Jesus tells them why he had to first suffer and die in order to enter into his glory. As they stopped to 
eat, “he was made known to them in the breaking of the bread.” Thursday Jesus appears in the room where the disciples 
are gathered. “Peace be with you” he says and then eats with them and shows them his wounds. On Friday, we have the 
powerful appearance in John's Gospel at the Sea of Tiberias. Peter decided to return to fishing. Jesus appears and 
re-missions him. On Saturday, the week concludes with the summary of appearances in what appears to be an addition to 
the end of Mark's Gospel.

On the Second Sunday of Easter, as we celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday, we get a picture into how the early community 
lived their life of faith by sharing everything in common. In John's Gospel, Jesus appears to the Apostles, hiding in fear, 
and gives them the gift of his Spirit, calling them to forgive sins. We are reminded that the gospel is written, that we might 
come to believe in our Lord and have life in his name.

Daily Prayer This Week

We now begin a celebration of the Resurrection of our Lord for the next seven weeks - when we mark the Ascension forty 
days after Easter and culminating in the celebration of Pentecost on the fiftieth day after Easter. This week, we begin that 
deepening realization of, and reflection upon, the meaning of the gift of life we have received in God's raising Jesus from 
the dead so that we might have eternal life.

Just as it difficult for many of our cultures to face the reality of death, it is difficult to accept the reality of life after death. 
St. Paul invites us to live in this passing world with our hearts set on the world that will never end. This week let us try to 
open our hearts to a felt sense of what a difference it makes that the tomb is empty, that Jesus is alive, that he allows us to 
recognize him in the breaking of bread, and that he missions us to proclaim this Good News.

Each morning this week, we can pause for a moment and simply thank God for our being alive today. Even more, we 
can thank God for the life that Jesus won for us. Throughout the day, and at different brief moments, we can remember 
that this is Easter Week and ask to live more freely today, more gratefully. We can name the grace in our own terms 
and in the context of what we are experiencing, what gets us discouraged or what gives us life. Overall, we want to 
live the freedom we have been given. If death has no hold on us, so many of our fears would melt away. If we realized 
our ultimate home is in heaven, our spirits would be lighter and we would walk around more gratefully.

So, as we go through this week, we can let ourselves believe in the Resurrection that was won for us. “Lord, I believe 
in the gift of life you have given me in the death and resurrection of your Son, Jesus.” We can say this act of faith, or 
sing any of the wonderful Easter songs in the back of our minds, as many times as it takes to let ourselves feel the effects 
of Easter.

Perhaps we had a difficult Holy Week or Easter. There might have been loneliness or family conflicts. Perhaps we are 
facing a chronic illness or deep struggles with a loved one, or we are grieving the loss of a loved one. These, and many 
other struggles can challenge our Easter hope and joy. This is the week to place our trust in the one who is now alive, so 
that we can live forever. We can ask for the gifts of hope renewed these days. In giving thanks, we can ask that our hearts 
be opened even more to receive the gift of his Spirit.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries website: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html

Catechesis – The Easter Triduum by Pope Francis, 31 March 2021, General Audience

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Good morning!

Already immersed in the spiritual atmosphere of Holy Week, we are on the eve of the Easter Triduum. From tomorrow 
until Sunday, we will live the central days of the Liturgical Year, celebrating the mystery of the Passion, Death and 
Resurrection of the Lord. And we live this mystery every time we celebrate the Eucharist. When we go to Mass, we do not 
go only to pray, no: we go to renew, to bring about again, this mystery, the Paschal mystery. It is important not to forget 
this. It is as though we were going to Calvary — it is the same — to renew, to bring about again the Paschal mystery.

On the evening of Holy Thursday, as we enter the Easter Triduum, we will relive the Mass known as in Coena Domini, that 
is, the Mass in which we commemorate the Last Supper, what happened there, in that moment. It is the evening when 
Christ left his disciples the testament of his love in the Eucharist, not as a memento, but as a memorial, as his everlasting 
presence. Every time we celebrate the Eucharist, as I said at the beginning, we renew this mystery of redemption. In this 
Sacrament, Jesus substituted the sacrificial victim — the Paschal lamb — with himself: his Body and Blood grant us 
salvation from the slavery of sin and death. The salvation from every form of slavery is there. It is the evening in which he 
asks us to love one another by becoming servants to one another, as he did in washing the disciples’ feet, a gesture that 
anticipates his bloody oblation on the cross. And indeed, the Master and Lord will die on the next day to purify not the feet, 
but the hearts and the entire life of his disciples. It was an oblation of service to us all, because with that service of his 
sacrifice he redeemed us all.

Good Friday is the day of penance, fasting and prayer. Through the texts of the Sacred Scripture and the liturgical 
prayers, we will be as though gathered on Calvary to commemorate the redemptive Passion and Death of Jesus Christ. 
In the intensity of the rite of the Liturgical Action, the Crucifix will be presented to us to adore. Adoring the Cross, we 
will relive the journey of the innocent Lamb sacrificed for our salvation. We will carry in our minds and hearts the 
sufferings of the sick, the poor, the rejected of this world; we will remember the “sacrificed lambs”, the innocent victims 
of wars, dictatorships, everyday violence, abortions... Before the image of the crucified God, we will bring, in prayer, 
the many, the too many who are crucified in our time, who can receive comfort and meaning in their suffering only from 
him. And nowadays there are many: do not forget the crucified of our time, who are the image of Jesus Crucified, and 
Jesus is in them.

Ever since Jesus took upon himself the wounds of humanity and death itself, God’s love has irrigated these deserts of ours, 
he has enlightened our darkness. Because the world is in darkness. Let us make a list of all the wars that are being fought 
in this moment; of all the children who die of hunger; of children who have no education; of entire populations destroyed 
by wars, by terrorism. Of the many, many people who, just to feel a bit better, need drugs, the drug industry that kills… It 
is a calamity, it is a desert! There are small “islands” of the people of God, both Christian and of all other faiths, that hold 
in their heart the desire to be better. But let us tell the truth: in this Calvary of death, it is Jesus who suffers in his disciples. 
During his ministry, the Son of God disseminated life by the handful, healing, forgiving, reviving… Now, in the hour of 
his supreme Sacrifice on the cross, he brings to fulfilment the task entrusted to him by the Father: he enters into the abyss 
of suffering, he enters into these calamities of this world, to redeem and transform. And also to free every one of us from 
the power of darkness, of pride, of resistance to being loved by God. And this, only God’s love can do this. By his wounds 
we have been healed (cf. 1 Pt 2:24), the apostle Peter says, by his death we have been reborn, all of us. And thanks to him, 
abandoned on the cross, no one will ever again be alone in the darkness of death. Never, he is always beside us: we need 
only open our heart and let ourselves be looked upon by him.

Holy Saturday is the day of silence: there is a great silence throughout the World; a silence lived by the first disciples in 
mourning and bewilderment, shocked by Jesus’ ignominious death. While the Word is silent, while Life is in the 
sepulchre, those who had hoped in him were put to a difficult test, they felt like orphans, perhaps even orphaned by God. 
This Saturday is also Mary's day: she too lived it in tears, but her heart was full of faith, full of hope, full of love. The 
Mother of Jesus had followed her Son along the way of sorrows and remained at the foot of the cross, with her soul 
pierced. But when it all seemed to be over, she kept watch, she kept vigil, in expectation, maintaining her hope in the 
promise of God who raises the dead. Thus, in the world’s darkest hour, she became the Mother of believers, the Mother 
of the Church and the sign of hope. Her witness and her intercession sustain us when the weight of the cross becomes 
too heavy for each one of us.

In the darkness of Holy Saturday, joy and light will break through with the rites of the Easter Vigil and, in the late evening, 
the festive hymn of the Hallelujah. It will be the encounter in faith with the Risen Christ, and the joy of Easter will continue 
for all throughout the following 50 days, until the coming of the Holy Spirit. He who was crucified is risen! All questions 
and uncertainties, hesitations and fears are dispelled by this revelation. The Risen One gives us the certainty that good 
always triumphs over evil, that life always conquers death, and that it is not our end to descend lower and lower, from 
sorrow to sorrow, but rather to rise up high. The Risen One is the confirmation that Jesus is right in everything: in 
promising us life beyond death and forgiveness beyond sins. The disciples doubted, they did not believe. The first to 
believe and to see was Mary Magdalene; she was the apostle of the resurrection who went to announce that she had seen 
Jesus, who had called her by name. And then, all the disciples saw him But, I would like to linger on this point: the guards, 
the soldiers, who were at the sepulchre to prevent the disciples from coming and taking his body, saw him; they saw him 
alive and risen. His enemies saw him, and then they pretended not to have seen him. Why? Because they were paid. Here 
is the true mystery of what Jesus once said: “There are two masters in the world, two, no more: two. God and money. He 
who serves money is against God”. And here it was money that changed reality. They had seen the wonder of the 
resurrection, but they were paid to keep quiet. Let us think of the many times that Christian men and women were paid not 
to acknowledge in practice the resurrection of Christ, and they did not do what Christ asked us to do, as Christians.

Dear brothers and sisters, this year too we will live the Easter celebrations in the context of the pandemic. In many 
situations of suffering, especially when they are borne by persons, families and peoples already tried by poverty, disasters 
or conflicts, Christ’s Cross is like a beacon that indicates the port to ships that are still afloat on stormy seas. Christ’s Cross 
is the sign of hope that does not disappoint; and it tells us that not even one tear, not one sigh is lost in God’s plan of 
salvation. Let us ask the Lord to grant us the grace to serve him and acknowledge him, and to not allow ourselves to be 
paid to forget him.

Summary of the Holy Father's words:

Dear Brothers and Sisters, tomorrow, we begin the Easter Triduum and our celebration of the saving mystery of Christ’s 
passion, death and resurrection. On Maundy Thursday, in the Mass of the Lord’s Supper, we commemorate Christ’s 
washing the disciples’ feet, his new commandment of love, and his institution of the Eucharist as the abiding memorial of 
the sacrifice of his body and blood for the salvation of all. On Good Friday, we celebrate Jesus’ redemptive sufferings and 
death through the solemn reading of the Passion, the Universal Prayer offered for the needs of the Church and the world, 
and the veneration of the wood of the cross. In this way, we bring before the crucified Lord our suffering brothers and 
sisters, and all victims of war, violence and injustice. On Holy Saturday, a day of profound silence, we join Mary in her 
sorrow at her Son’s death, and her trusting expectation of the fulfilment of God’s promises. At the Easter Vigil, the light of 
the paschal candle and solemn chant of the Alleluia joyfully announce Christ’s victory over sin and death. In this time of 
pandemic, may our celebration of the paschal mystery proclaim the cross of Christ as a light shining in the darkness and 
an enduring sign of hope in God’s promise of new life.

Source: http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/audiences/2021/documents/papa-francesco_20210331_udienza-generale.html
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Easter Week

Easter Sunday, we read from the Acts of the Apostles to hear Peter's preaching about the Resurrection. The Letter to the 
Colossians reminds us “You have died and your lives are hidden with Christ in God.” The Gospel is from John's Gospel 
and gives us the first story of that Easter morning - Mary Magdalene discovers the empty tomb and runs to Peter and the 
“disciple Jesus loved” to tell them. They run to the tomb and discover for themselves that it is empty.

The first reading for Easter Week is from the Acts of the Apostles. We hear Peter's preaching the Good News and 
experience the first deeds of the Apostles, which parallel the acts of Jesus, including the conflicts he experienced and his 
power to heal.

The Gospels this week are all resurrection appearances. These wonderful stories contain some common elements. They 
appear designed to make it clear that this was not a group of disciples who dreamed up the resurrection, because they were 
hoping for it so much. In fact, they found it difficult to believe. The Jesus they saw and experienced was not a “ghost.” 
Instead, he had a body.

Monday, is the story of Jesus appearing to Mary Magdalene and the other Mary, as well as the “cover-up story” and pay 
off of the guards. Tuesday, we read of Jesus' appearance to Mary Magdalene, through the eyes of John's Gospel. Jesus 
missions her to announce the Good News to his brothers. On Wednesday we are treated to Luke's marvelous story of Jesus' 
appearance to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus. They were sad, because they had hoped the story would have 
turned out differently. Jesus tells them why he had to first suffer and die in order to enter into his glory. As they stopped to 
eat, “he was made known to them in the breaking of the bread.” Thursday Jesus appears in the room where the disciples 
are gathered. “Peace be with you” he says and then eats with them and shows them his wounds. On Friday, we have the 
powerful appearance in John's Gospel at the Sea of Tiberias. Peter decided to return to fishing. Jesus appears and 
re-missions him. On Saturday, the week concludes with the summary of appearances in what appears to be an addition to 
the end of Mark's Gospel.

On the Second Sunday of Easter, as we celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday, we get a picture into how the early community 
lived their life of faith by sharing everything in common. In John's Gospel, Jesus appears to the Apostles, hiding in fear, 
and gives them the gift of his Spirit, calling them to forgive sins. We are reminded that the gospel is written, that we might 
come to believe in our Lord and have life in his name.

Daily Prayer This Week

We now begin a celebration of the Resurrection of our Lord for the next seven weeks - when we mark the Ascension forty 
days after Easter and culminating in the celebration of Pentecost on the fiftieth day after Easter. This week, we begin that 
deepening realization of, and reflection upon, the meaning of the gift of life we have received in God's raising Jesus from 
the dead so that we might have eternal life.

Just as it difficult for many of our cultures to face the reality of death, it is difficult to accept the reality of life after death. 
St. Paul invites us to live in this passing world with our hearts set on the world that will never end. This week let us try to 
open our hearts to a felt sense of what a difference it makes that the tomb is empty, that Jesus is alive, that he allows us to 
recognize him in the breaking of bread, and that he missions us to proclaim this Good News.

Each morning this week, we can pause for a moment and simply thank God for our being alive today. Even more, we 
can thank God for the life that Jesus won for us. Throughout the day, and at different brief moments, we can remember 
that this is Easter Week and ask to live more freely today, more gratefully. We can name the grace in our own terms 
and in the context of what we are experiencing, what gets us discouraged or what gives us life. Overall, we want to 
live the freedom we have been given. If death has no hold on us, so many of our fears would melt away. If we realized 
our ultimate home is in heaven, our spirits would be lighter and we would walk around more gratefully.

So, as we go through this week, we can let ourselves believe in the Resurrection that was won for us. “Lord, I believe 
in the gift of life you have given me in the death and resurrection of your Son, Jesus.” We can say this act of faith, or 
sing any of the wonderful Easter songs in the back of our minds, as many times as it takes to let ourselves feel the effects 
of Easter.

Perhaps we had a difficult Holy Week or Easter. There might have been loneliness or family conflicts. Perhaps we are 
facing a chronic illness or deep struggles with a loved one, or we are grieving the loss of a loved one. These, and many 
other struggles can challenge our Easter hope and joy. This is the week to place our trust in the one who is now alive, so 
that we can live forever. We can ask for the gifts of hope renewed these days. In giving thanks, we can ask that our hearts 
be opened even more to receive the gift of his Spirit.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries website: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html

Catechesis – The Easter Triduum by Pope Francis, 31 March 2021, General Audience

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Good morning!

Already immersed in the spiritual atmosphere of Holy Week, we are on the eve of the Easter Triduum. From tomorrow 
until Sunday, we will live the central days of the Liturgical Year, celebrating the mystery of the Passion, Death and 
Resurrection of the Lord. And we live this mystery every time we celebrate the Eucharist. When we go to Mass, we do not 
go only to pray, no: we go to renew, to bring about again, this mystery, the Paschal mystery. It is important not to forget 
this. It is as though we were going to Calvary — it is the same — to renew, to bring about again the Paschal mystery.

On the evening of Holy Thursday, as we enter the Easter Triduum, we will relive the Mass known as in Coena Domini, that 
is, the Mass in which we commemorate the Last Supper, what happened there, in that moment. It is the evening when 
Christ left his disciples the testament of his love in the Eucharist, not as a memento, but as a memorial, as his everlasting 
presence. Every time we celebrate the Eucharist, as I said at the beginning, we renew this mystery of redemption. In this 
Sacrament, Jesus substituted the sacrificial victim — the Paschal lamb — with himself: his Body and Blood grant us 
salvation from the slavery of sin and death. The salvation from every form of slavery is there. It is the evening in which he 
asks us to love one another by becoming servants to one another, as he did in washing the disciples’ feet, a gesture that 
anticipates his bloody oblation on the cross. And indeed, the Master and Lord will die on the next day to purify not the feet, 
but the hearts and the entire life of his disciples. It was an oblation of service to us all, because with that service of his 
sacrifice he redeemed us all.

Good Friday is the day of penance, fasting and prayer. Through the texts of the Sacred Scripture and the liturgical 
prayers, we will be as though gathered on Calvary to commemorate the redemptive Passion and Death of Jesus Christ. 
In the intensity of the rite of the Liturgical Action, the Crucifix will be presented to us to adore. Adoring the Cross, we 
will relive the journey of the innocent Lamb sacrificed for our salvation. We will carry in our minds and hearts the 
sufferings of the sick, the poor, the rejected of this world; we will remember the “sacrificed lambs”, the innocent victims 
of wars, dictatorships, everyday violence, abortions... Before the image of the crucified God, we will bring, in prayer, 
the many, the too many who are crucified in our time, who can receive comfort and meaning in their suffering only from 
him. And nowadays there are many: do not forget the crucified of our time, who are the image of Jesus Crucified, and 
Jesus is in them.

Ever since Jesus took upon himself the wounds of humanity and death itself, God’s love has irrigated these deserts of ours, 
he has enlightened our darkness. Because the world is in darkness. Let us make a list of all the wars that are being fought 
in this moment; of all the children who die of hunger; of children who have no education; of entire populations destroyed 
by wars, by terrorism. Of the many, many people who, just to feel a bit better, need drugs, the drug industry that kills… It 
is a calamity, it is a desert! There are small “islands” of the people of God, both Christian and of all other faiths, that hold 
in their heart the desire to be better. But let us tell the truth: in this Calvary of death, it is Jesus who suffers in his disciples. 
During his ministry, the Son of God disseminated life by the handful, healing, forgiving, reviving… Now, in the hour of 
his supreme Sacrifice on the cross, he brings to fulfilment the task entrusted to him by the Father: he enters into the abyss 
of suffering, he enters into these calamities of this world, to redeem and transform. And also to free every one of us from 
the power of darkness, of pride, of resistance to being loved by God. And this, only God’s love can do this. By his wounds 
we have been healed (cf. 1 Pt 2:24), the apostle Peter says, by his death we have been reborn, all of us. And thanks to him, 
abandoned on the cross, no one will ever again be alone in the darkness of death. Never, he is always beside us: we need 
only open our heart and let ourselves be looked upon by him.

Holy Saturday is the day of silence: there is a great silence throughout the World; a silence lived by the first disciples in 
mourning and bewilderment, shocked by Jesus’ ignominious death. While the Word is silent, while Life is in the 
sepulchre, those who had hoped in him were put to a difficult test, they felt like orphans, perhaps even orphaned by God. 
This Saturday is also Mary's day: she too lived it in tears, but her heart was full of faith, full of hope, full of love. The 
Mother of Jesus had followed her Son along the way of sorrows and remained at the foot of the cross, with her soul 
pierced. But when it all seemed to be over, she kept watch, she kept vigil, in expectation, maintaining her hope in the 
promise of God who raises the dead. Thus, in the world’s darkest hour, she became the Mother of believers, the Mother 
of the Church and the sign of hope. Her witness and her intercession sustain us when the weight of the cross becomes 
too heavy for each one of us.

In the darkness of Holy Saturday, joy and light will break through with the rites of the Easter Vigil and, in the late evening, 
the festive hymn of the Hallelujah. It will be the encounter in faith with the Risen Christ, and the joy of Easter will continue 
for all throughout the following 50 days, until the coming of the Holy Spirit. He who was crucified is risen! All questions 
and uncertainties, hesitations and fears are dispelled by this revelation. The Risen One gives us the certainty that good 
always triumphs over evil, that life always conquers death, and that it is not our end to descend lower and lower, from 
sorrow to sorrow, but rather to rise up high. The Risen One is the confirmation that Jesus is right in everything: in 
promising us life beyond death and forgiveness beyond sins. The disciples doubted, they did not believe. The first to 
believe and to see was Mary Magdalene; she was the apostle of the resurrection who went to announce that she had seen 
Jesus, who had called her by name. And then, all the disciples saw him But, I would like to linger on this point: the guards, 
the soldiers, who were at the sepulchre to prevent the disciples from coming and taking his body, saw him; they saw him 
alive and risen. His enemies saw him, and then they pretended not to have seen him. Why? Because they were paid. Here 
is the true mystery of what Jesus once said: “There are two masters in the world, two, no more: two. God and money. He 
who serves money is against God”. And here it was money that changed reality. They had seen the wonder of the 
resurrection, but they were paid to keep quiet. Let us think of the many times that Christian men and women were paid not 
to acknowledge in practice the resurrection of Christ, and they did not do what Christ asked us to do, as Christians.

Dear brothers and sisters, this year too we will live the Easter celebrations in the context of the pandemic. In many 
situations of suffering, especially when they are borne by persons, families and peoples already tried by poverty, disasters 
or conflicts, Christ’s Cross is like a beacon that indicates the port to ships that are still afloat on stormy seas. Christ’s Cross 
is the sign of hope that does not disappoint; and it tells us that not even one tear, not one sigh is lost in God’s plan of 
salvation. Let us ask the Lord to grant us the grace to serve him and acknowledge him, and to not allow ourselves to be 
paid to forget him.

Summary of the Holy Father's words:

Dear Brothers and Sisters, tomorrow, we begin the Easter Triduum and our celebration of the saving mystery of Christ’s 
passion, death and resurrection. On Maundy Thursday, in the Mass of the Lord’s Supper, we commemorate Christ’s 
washing the disciples’ feet, his new commandment of love, and his institution of the Eucharist as the abiding memorial of 
the sacrifice of his body and blood for the salvation of all. On Good Friday, we celebrate Jesus’ redemptive sufferings and 
death through the solemn reading of the Passion, the Universal Prayer offered for the needs of the Church and the world, 
and the veneration of the wood of the cross. In this way, we bring before the crucified Lord our suffering brothers and 
sisters, and all victims of war, violence and injustice. On Holy Saturday, a day of profound silence, we join Mary in her 
sorrow at her Son’s death, and her trusting expectation of the fulfilment of God’s promises. At the Easter Vigil, the light of 
the paschal candle and solemn chant of the Alleluia joyfully announce Christ’s victory over sin and death. In this time of 
pandemic, may our celebration of the paschal mystery proclaim the cross of Christ as a light shining in the darkness and 
an enduring sign of hope in God’s promise of new life.

Source: http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/audiences/2021/documents/papa-francesco_20210331_udienza-generale.html
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Easter Week

Easter Sunday, we read from the Acts of the Apostles to hear Peter's preaching about the Resurrection. The Letter to the 
Colossians reminds us “You have died and your lives are hidden with Christ in God.” The Gospel is from John's Gospel 
and gives us the first story of that Easter morning - Mary Magdalene discovers the empty tomb and runs to Peter and the 
“disciple Jesus loved” to tell them. They run to the tomb and discover for themselves that it is empty.

The first reading for Easter Week is from the Acts of the Apostles. We hear Peter's preaching the Good News and 
experience the first deeds of the Apostles, which parallel the acts of Jesus, including the conflicts he experienced and his 
power to heal.

The Gospels this week are all resurrection appearances. These wonderful stories contain some common elements. They 
appear designed to make it clear that this was not a group of disciples who dreamed up the resurrection, because they were 
hoping for it so much. In fact, they found it difficult to believe. The Jesus they saw and experienced was not a “ghost.” 
Instead, he had a body.

Monday, is the story of Jesus appearing to Mary Magdalene and the other Mary, as well as the “cover-up story” and pay 
off of the guards. Tuesday, we read of Jesus' appearance to Mary Magdalene, through the eyes of John's Gospel. Jesus 
missions her to announce the Good News to his brothers. On Wednesday we are treated to Luke's marvelous story of Jesus' 
appearance to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus. They were sad, because they had hoped the story would have 
turned out differently. Jesus tells them why he had to first suffer and die in order to enter into his glory. As they stopped to 
eat, “he was made known to them in the breaking of the bread.” Thursday Jesus appears in the room where the disciples 
are gathered. “Peace be with you” he says and then eats with them and shows them his wounds. On Friday, we have the 
powerful appearance in John's Gospel at the Sea of Tiberias. Peter decided to return to fishing. Jesus appears and 
re-missions him. On Saturday, the week concludes with the summary of appearances in what appears to be an addition to 
the end of Mark's Gospel.

On the Second Sunday of Easter, as we celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday, we get a picture into how the early community 
lived their life of faith by sharing everything in common. In John's Gospel, Jesus appears to the Apostles, hiding in fear, 
and gives them the gift of his Spirit, calling them to forgive sins. We are reminded that the gospel is written, that we might 
come to believe in our Lord and have life in his name.

Daily Prayer This Week

We now begin a celebration of the Resurrection of our Lord for the next seven weeks - when we mark the Ascension forty 
days after Easter and culminating in the celebration of Pentecost on the fiftieth day after Easter. This week, we begin that 
deepening realization of, and reflection upon, the meaning of the gift of life we have received in God's raising Jesus from 
the dead so that we might have eternal life.

Just as it difficult for many of our cultures to face the reality of death, it is difficult to accept the reality of life after death. 
St. Paul invites us to live in this passing world with our hearts set on the world that will never end. This week let us try to 
open our hearts to a felt sense of what a difference it makes that the tomb is empty, that Jesus is alive, that he allows us to 
recognize him in the breaking of bread, and that he missions us to proclaim this Good News.

Each morning this week, we can pause for a moment and simply thank God for our being alive today. Even more, we 
can thank God for the life that Jesus won for us. Throughout the day, and at different brief moments, we can remember 
that this is Easter Week and ask to live more freely today, more gratefully. We can name the grace in our own terms 
and in the context of what we are experiencing, what gets us discouraged or what gives us life. Overall, we want to 
live the freedom we have been given. If death has no hold on us, so many of our fears would melt away. If we realized 
our ultimate home is in heaven, our spirits would be lighter and we would walk around more gratefully.

So, as we go through this week, we can let ourselves believe in the Resurrection that was won for us. “Lord, I believe 
in the gift of life you have given me in the death and resurrection of your Son, Jesus.” We can say this act of faith, or 
sing any of the wonderful Easter songs in the back of our minds, as many times as it takes to let ourselves feel the effects 
of Easter.

Perhaps we had a difficult Holy Week or Easter. There might have been loneliness or family conflicts. Perhaps we are 
facing a chronic illness or deep struggles with a loved one, or we are grieving the loss of a loved one. These, and many 
other struggles can challenge our Easter hope and joy. This is the week to place our trust in the one who is now alive, so 
that we can live forever. We can ask for the gifts of hope renewed these days. In giving thanks, we can ask that our hearts 
be opened even more to receive the gift of his Spirit.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries website: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html

Catechesis – The Easter Triduum by Pope Francis, 31 March 2021, General Audience

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Good morning!

Already immersed in the spiritual atmosphere of Holy Week, we are on the eve of the Easter Triduum. From tomorrow 
until Sunday, we will live the central days of the Liturgical Year, celebrating the mystery of the Passion, Death and 
Resurrection of the Lord. And we live this mystery every time we celebrate the Eucharist. When we go to Mass, we do not 
go only to pray, no: we go to renew, to bring about again, this mystery, the Paschal mystery. It is important not to forget 
this. It is as though we were going to Calvary — it is the same — to renew, to bring about again the Paschal mystery.

On the evening of Holy Thursday, as we enter the Easter Triduum, we will relive the Mass known as in Coena Domini, that 
is, the Mass in which we commemorate the Last Supper, what happened there, in that moment. It is the evening when 
Christ left his disciples the testament of his love in the Eucharist, not as a memento, but as a memorial, as his everlasting 
presence. Every time we celebrate the Eucharist, as I said at the beginning, we renew this mystery of redemption. In this 
Sacrament, Jesus substituted the sacrificial victim — the Paschal lamb — with himself: his Body and Blood grant us 
salvation from the slavery of sin and death. The salvation from every form of slavery is there. It is the evening in which he 
asks us to love one another by becoming servants to one another, as he did in washing the disciples’ feet, a gesture that 
anticipates his bloody oblation on the cross. And indeed, the Master and Lord will die on the next day to purify not the feet, 
but the hearts and the entire life of his disciples. It was an oblation of service to us all, because with that service of his 
sacrifice he redeemed us all.

Good Friday is the day of penance, fasting and prayer. Through the texts of the Sacred Scripture and the liturgical 
prayers, we will be as though gathered on Calvary to commemorate the redemptive Passion and Death of Jesus Christ. 
In the intensity of the rite of the Liturgical Action, the Crucifix will be presented to us to adore. Adoring the Cross, we 
will relive the journey of the innocent Lamb sacrificed for our salvation. We will carry in our minds and hearts the 
sufferings of the sick, the poor, the rejected of this world; we will remember the “sacrificed lambs”, the innocent victims 
of wars, dictatorships, everyday violence, abortions... Before the image of the crucified God, we will bring, in prayer, 
the many, the too many who are crucified in our time, who can receive comfort and meaning in their suffering only from 
him. And nowadays there are many: do not forget the crucified of our time, who are the image of Jesus Crucified, and 
Jesus is in them.

Ever since Jesus took upon himself the wounds of humanity and death itself, God’s love has irrigated these deserts of ours, 
he has enlightened our darkness. Because the world is in darkness. Let us make a list of all the wars that are being fought 
in this moment; of all the children who die of hunger; of children who have no education; of entire populations destroyed 
by wars, by terrorism. Of the many, many people who, just to feel a bit better, need drugs, the drug industry that kills… It 
is a calamity, it is a desert! There are small “islands” of the people of God, both Christian and of all other faiths, that hold 
in their heart the desire to be better. But let us tell the truth: in this Calvary of death, it is Jesus who suffers in his disciples. 
During his ministry, the Son of God disseminated life by the handful, healing, forgiving, reviving… Now, in the hour of 
his supreme Sacrifice on the cross, he brings to fulfilment the task entrusted to him by the Father: he enters into the abyss 
of suffering, he enters into these calamities of this world, to redeem and transform. And also to free every one of us from 
the power of darkness, of pride, of resistance to being loved by God. And this, only God’s love can do this. By his wounds 
we have been healed (cf. 1 Pt 2:24), the apostle Peter says, by his death we have been reborn, all of us. And thanks to him, 
abandoned on the cross, no one will ever again be alone in the darkness of death. Never, he is always beside us: we need 
only open our heart and let ourselves be looked upon by him.

Holy Saturday is the day of silence: there is a great silence throughout the World; a silence lived by the first disciples in 
mourning and bewilderment, shocked by Jesus’ ignominious death. While the Word is silent, while Life is in the 
sepulchre, those who had hoped in him were put to a difficult test, they felt like orphans, perhaps even orphaned by God. 
This Saturday is also Mary's day: she too lived it in tears, but her heart was full of faith, full of hope, full of love. The 
Mother of Jesus had followed her Son along the way of sorrows and remained at the foot of the cross, with her soul 
pierced. But when it all seemed to be over, she kept watch, she kept vigil, in expectation, maintaining her hope in the 
promise of God who raises the dead. Thus, in the world’s darkest hour, she became the Mother of believers, the Mother 
of the Church and the sign of hope. Her witness and her intercession sustain us when the weight of the cross becomes 
too heavy for each one of us.

In the darkness of Holy Saturday, joy and light will break through with the rites of the Easter Vigil and, in the late evening, 
the festive hymn of the Hallelujah. It will be the encounter in faith with the Risen Christ, and the joy of Easter will continue 
for all throughout the following 50 days, until the coming of the Holy Spirit. He who was crucified is risen! All questions 
and uncertainties, hesitations and fears are dispelled by this revelation. The Risen One gives us the certainty that good 
always triumphs over evil, that life always conquers death, and that it is not our end to descend lower and lower, from 
sorrow to sorrow, but rather to rise up high. The Risen One is the confirmation that Jesus is right in everything: in 
promising us life beyond death and forgiveness beyond sins. The disciples doubted, they did not believe. The first to 
believe and to see was Mary Magdalene; she was the apostle of the resurrection who went to announce that she had seen 
Jesus, who had called her by name. And then, all the disciples saw him But, I would like to linger on this point: the guards, 
the soldiers, who were at the sepulchre to prevent the disciples from coming and taking his body, saw him; they saw him 
alive and risen. His enemies saw him, and then they pretended not to have seen him. Why? Because they were paid. Here 
is the true mystery of what Jesus once said: “There are two masters in the world, two, no more: two. God and money. He 
who serves money is against God”. And here it was money that changed reality. They had seen the wonder of the 
resurrection, but they were paid to keep quiet. Let us think of the many times that Christian men and women were paid not 
to acknowledge in practice the resurrection of Christ, and they did not do what Christ asked us to do, as Christians.

Dear brothers and sisters, this year too we will live the Easter celebrations in the context of the pandemic. In many 
situations of suffering, especially when they are borne by persons, families and peoples already tried by poverty, disasters 
or conflicts, Christ’s Cross is like a beacon that indicates the port to ships that are still afloat on stormy seas. Christ’s Cross 
is the sign of hope that does not disappoint; and it tells us that not even one tear, not one sigh is lost in God’s plan of 
salvation. Let us ask the Lord to grant us the grace to serve him and acknowledge him, and to not allow ourselves to be 
paid to forget him.

Summary of the Holy Father's words:

Dear Brothers and Sisters, tomorrow, we begin the Easter Triduum and our celebration of the saving mystery of Christ’s 
passion, death and resurrection. On Maundy Thursday, in the Mass of the Lord’s Supper, we commemorate Christ’s 
washing the disciples’ feet, his new commandment of love, and his institution of the Eucharist as the abiding memorial of 
the sacrifice of his body and blood for the salvation of all. On Good Friday, we celebrate Jesus’ redemptive sufferings and 
death through the solemn reading of the Passion, the Universal Prayer offered for the needs of the Church and the world, 
and the veneration of the wood of the cross. In this way, we bring before the crucified Lord our suffering brothers and 
sisters, and all victims of war, violence and injustice. On Holy Saturday, a day of profound silence, we join Mary in her 
sorrow at her Son’s death, and her trusting expectation of the fulfilment of God’s promises. At the Easter Vigil, the light of 
the paschal candle and solemn chant of the Alleluia joyfully announce Christ’s victory over sin and death. In this time of 
pandemic, may our celebration of the paschal mystery proclaim the cross of Christ as a light shining in the darkness and 
an enduring sign of hope in God’s promise of new life.

Source: http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/audiences/2021/documents/papa-francesco_20210331_udienza-generale.html

SPP PARISH NEWS

M.A.R.S FOR APRIL 2021
Bookings for Masses in April are currently open.

NOTE: Please be gracious and only book Masses that you are able to attend. No-shows will be tracked. From March 
onwards, you may cancel your booking up to 3 hours before Mass begins.

CONFESSIONS will be heard on the following Sundays between 1.00pm and 3.00pm - 28 March, 18 April, 2 May, 
16 May and 30 May. Each session is limited to 50 persons. For more details, please refer to the announcement on 
myCatholic.sg

WEEKDAY MASS
In addition to the current weekday Mass on Wednesdays at 7.20am, Masses will also be celebrated on Friday evenings 
at 6.00pm starting 9 April 2021. Weekday Masses will be held at the Beatitudes on level 4 of the parish building, and 
are limited to 50 persons. Bookings for Mass on Fridays in April can be made through our SPP online system from Tue 
30 March from 9.00am onwards. The link will be available in the announcements section on myCatholic.sg.



by Fr. Edward Lim, OCD
Every Sunday, 9.00am

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/ http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG

Church of Saints Peter and Paul

Join us online with the links below: 

4月 10日起, 早上10.00时(共七章)
请点击链接观看。别忘了与其他教友朋友分享。
请订阅我们的 Youtube 频道，并在我们的 Facebook 专页点赞，可获得堂区资讯与信息。

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/ http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG

Easter Sunday of the
Lord’s Resurrection





1870 - 2020

and, like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood
to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 2: 5

Own a limited edition Church of Saints Peter and Paul LEGO set with Saint Peter and Saint Paul figurines.

拥有一套限量版的乐高圣伯多禄圣保禄堂及乐高圣伯多禄和圣保禄人仔

Enjoy and have fun family time as you build the house of God together. All these at only SGD600.00*

只须SGD600.00*, 就能与家人度过欢乐的时光，一同携手建造天主的圣殿。

To place an order, please visit: https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego

Instructions for payment will be shared when the form has been received

有兴趣订购，请通过链接 https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego

表格成功被处理后，您将会收到通过PayNow付款的指示

Church of Saints Peter and Paul Singapore
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Order now!
Fewer than 100 sets left! All proceeds go to the church.

*Lights not included. It is for photography purpose only.





The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG
https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/

Every Thursday
10.00am 

tinyurl.com/sppijdevotion

You can send in your petitions and thanksgiving letters
to the link below



To make MASS OFFERINGS during this
Circuit Breaker period

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using

Parish UEN: T08CC4023DP2A
For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend –

<Your Name>”. Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg
with subject title: Mass Offering. 

Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass
is intended for,the Intention, Your Name (as the requester),

Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, Name of the 

Person the Mass is intended for, the Intention, Your Name
(as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make cheque payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Please refer to the images for instructions.

Parish UEN: T08CC4023DP2A

Method 2: via Cheque
Please crossed cheque and make cheque payable to

“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
Please refer to the images for instructions.

UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT mail cash.



Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul:
for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass offerings 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd:
 for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter):
 for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr Jeffrey Tan OCD, 
Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD, Rev Fr Ferdinand Purnomo, OCD
Parish Secretariat: Jannie Lui, Assistant Secretary: Irene Sim 
Liturgical Co-ordinator: Alex Wong, alexdominic@gmail.com

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - For Confession dates, please get update on 
SPP Website, Facebook and The Apostles. Online booking is required.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English), 4.00pm (English)
  2.00pm (Cantonese, bi-monthly, every week of the month   
  starting from March 2021)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am (every Wednesday only, from 13 January 2021)
Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, 10.00am - online devotion)

Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily

SECRETARIAT’S OPERATING HOURS: 
Monday to Friday: 9.30am - 7.30pm, 
Saturday and Sunday: 9.00am - 4.30pm
Public Holidays: Closed

COLUMBARIUM OPENING HOURS: 
Open every Tuesday (2.30pm - 5.00pm) .Call the Parish Secretariat for bookings.

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg
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